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IJ:]troclb.ctio:q • • • 

T~ 18th of June, 1892, being the Tenth Anniversary of the existence of 

Roanoke City, Virginia, was celebrated in a manner , the remarkable success 

~f which will be referred to as an epoch in her history. The generous fund sub

scribed to defray the necessary expenses being more than adequate, the surplus 

was designated by the General Committee to be used for the publication of this 

brochure, as a souvenir of the occasion, to contain a short historical sketch, offi

cial statistics and extracts from leading newspape.rs, relating to the Decennial 

Celebration and order of procession of the Grand Parade. 

In presenting this pamphlet to the public, the last duty of this Committee 

has been performed, in the hope that the public, whose interest it has been the 

endeavor and pleasure of the Committee to serve, will approve of its labor..s. 

Respectfully, 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
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• • • ROf\NOKE, · VIRGINif\ • • • 

THE city of Roanoke is in Roanoke 
county, in that portion of the Valley 

of Vir ginia known as t he Roanoke Valley, 
which lays between the Blue Ridge and 
the Alleghany mountains- a.t this point 
being only a few miles apart. • 

It is 53 miles from Lynchburg, Va.; 219 
miles from Washington, D. C.; 266 miles 
from Baltimore, Md.; 199 miles from Rich
mond, Va.; 257 miles from Norfol k, Va.; 153 
miles from Bristol, T enn., and 239 miles 
from H agerstown, Mel. The a lt itude of the 
city is over 1,000 feet above sea level. 

It is the centre of a g reat mineral r egion, 
a nd with fine agricultural and t imber la nds, 
h ealthy a nd salubrious climate , splendid 
r a ilroad facilities combined with the liberal 
policy of its founders and the enterprise of 
its people, it h as grown from what was 
known in 1882 as the village of Big Lick, 
with 600 inhabitants, into the city of 
Roa noke, with 25,000 inhabitants. 

"The nucleus of the city of Roanoke 
wa'i Old Lick, officia lly known as Gainsbor
ough, a stage station on the Lynchburg 
and Salem turnpike . 

"Gainsborough was establi shed in 1838, 
being inaugura t ed with a considerable 
boom in town lots, some of which sold as 
high as $250 each; yet in 1870 the v illage · 
"only contained a mill, t avern, stage station , 
two or three stores, three churches and 
about fifteen private r esid ences, and even 
some of these h ad been moved away pre
vious to 1882. 

"In November, 1852, the Virginia and 
Tennessee railroad was opened, and the 
residents of the neighborhood naturally 
gravitated to the vicinity of the ra ilroad 
about three quarters of a mile distant from 
Old Lick, and a new village started around 
the d epot , and in course of time became 
known as 'Big Lick.' The origin of the 
n ame Lick is from the saline m a rshes, where 
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wild animals came to lick the salt, and all 
such places th roughout the country became 
known as Licks. 

" In November, 1870, the Virginia and 
Tennessee ra ilroad, by consolidation with 
connect.ing lines, became the Atlantic, Mis
sissippi and Ohio railroad, and after some 
time, having become financially embarrass
ed, was sold at public sale in February, 1881, 
and was purchased by a syndicate of Phila
delphia capitalists, who afterward renamed 

. the road the Norfolk and Western. 
"On F ebrua ry 28, 1874, the town of Big 

Lick was incorporated, and in November, 
1881, twenty-nine years after its establish
ment, contained about 600 inhabitants, and 
was the centre of considerable trade, the 
i:iumber of buildings of all kinds at this 
date being 119. 

" In the summer oi 1881, after the sur
vey of the Shenandoah Valley railroad to 
a junction with the Norfolk and Western 



railroad, Mr. Kimball su ggested that the 
name of the town be changed from Big 
L ick to Roanoke- this being the name of 
the county and. derived from the Indian 
name of the valley, Raw-re-noke, the m ean
ing of which is said to be 'sh ell money' or 
'precious money'." On the 23rd day of 
July, 1881, the Roanoke L andand Improve
ment Company was organized. On Feb 
ruary 3rd, 1882, the act was passed changing 
the name of the town from Big Lick t o 
Roanoke. 

On June 18, 1882, the Shenandoah Val
ley made a junction with the Norfolk and 
Wes tern railroad, and on the foll0win g day 
the first through train over the Shenan
doah Valley r ailroad ran from Hagerstown 
to Roanoke. 

"On January 31, 18&4, an act was passed 
granting the town of Roanoke city privi
leges, it having at that elate a populat ion 
of over 5,000 persons and containing 1,170 
buildings. 

"While the charter changing the name 
from Big Lick to Roanoke was granted on 
February 3, 1882, yet amongst the e.arlier 

town authorities and the officials of the 
Roanoke Land and Improvement Compa ny 
the junction of the railroads on the l St.h of 
June was considered the real inaug ura tion 
of the town ." 

For the year 1882 the assessed va lua
tion of the real and p ersonal property in 
the v illage amounted t'J $353,000; while at 
the pre~ent time the a Esessed y a luatiOll of 
the r eal and personal property in the city 
is about $13,000,000. These figures a lone 
t ell of its wonderful growth. 

I ts industria l institutions are varied and 
great, a nd give employment to a great 
number of skilled mechanics. The follow-_ 
ing are some of its industries :. 

T he Roa noke Machirie Works, 
T hree large Iron Furnaces, 
T wo R olling Mills, 
Iron Bridge Works, 
Shelf Hardware Works, 
Duva l Eugine Works, 
Carriage Works, 
Virginia Brewing Co, 
Cushman Iron Work.-, 
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Employes. 
1,500 

400 
400 
250 
300 
100 
100 

50 
25 

R oanoke Manufacturing Company, 50 
Bower Manufactm·iug Company, 25 
Roanok,e Mineral Wool Works, 25 
Fishburne Tobacco Works, 50 
Three Ice F actories, 40 
Three Brick Works, . 150 

Also many smaller industl'ies too nu
merous to mention. 

It is a lso the officia l h eadquarters of the 
Norfolk and ,;v-estern , the Shena ndoah 
¥alley and the Roanok e and Southern 

. r a ilroa ds, in the offices and yards of which 
fully 800 men are employed. 

It h as about fifteen miles of street rail
roads (dm:~m! and electric), fine water, gas 
?'nd electnc hght :vorks, three finely organ
ized fire compames, two milita1·y compa
nies, severa l excellent public schools, nu
merous churches of all denominations, fine 
h.ot~ls, marke~ houses, banks, building asso
cia t10ns, a nd In fact all the conveniences of 
fill.Ch older a nd larger cities; a nd last, but 
not least, the most energetic and enterpr' _ 
ing citizens in the State. 

16 



STHTISTIC.S 0F R 0 :A'.N0KE, ~IRCINI:A'. . 

j\.ss~ss~cl V a:l ua:tioI/, ~a:pitatioI/ a:I/<l populaUoI/. 

Year. Assessed Valuation , Assessed Estimated Population. T ota\ 
Rea\ and Personal. Capitation. Per cen t. to Capita tion. No. 

1882-- $ 353,364 $ 304 •. .3 912 
1883- 1,079,012 1,274 .3 3,822 
1884- 1,731,5!!9 1,822 .3 5,466 
1885~ 1,506,210 1,608 .3 4,824 
1886- 1,965,367 1,235 .3 3,705 
1887- 2,342,109 1,617 .4 6,468 
1888- 2,499, 704 1,983 .4 7,732 
188\l- 3,208,508 2,977 .4t 13,396 
1890- 4,450,687 3,730 .4t 16,890 
189 1- 10,998, 779 4,813 .4! 22,861 
1892- 12,645,425 5, 127 .41 24,354 

NoTE.-For the years 1882 to 1886 inclusive it is considered 
that comparatively fewer persons coming to th~ n ew city were 
accompanied by their families than after 1886. The p ercentage of 
three persons would cover the popula tion . Since 1886 the per
centage of families has increased, ai:; evidenced by the largely in
creased number of dwelling houses er ected . The percentage of 
persons to capita tion is correspondingly increased. 
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PU:bli('. S<'.~oo l s. 

No. of T eachers employed, 
No. of Schola rs enrolled, 
Salaries paid Teachers, 
Value of Public School property, 
Value of Private School property. 
No. Scholars in P rivate Schools, 

!$82. 

5 
. . 215 

$1,020.00 
1,200.00 

none 

18<;2 . 

31 
. 2,805 

$14,800.00 
85,000 .00 
50.000.00 

400 

$75,000 has been appropriated to be expended for school pur
poses in 1893. 

No. Sunday School Schola rs, 
No. Church Members, 
Value of Church property, . 

188 2. 

191 
. 390 

;s4,600.00 

l 9 2 . 

. 3, 896 

. 5.718 
es17,35o.oo 

In 1882 the school district was known as Big Lick District , and 
covered much ground which is now outside the city limits . 
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No. Companies represented in 1882- 14 

.. " " " 1887- 12 
" " " " 1891- 38 

Amount of Policies issued in 1882- $ 768,700 

" " " " " 1887- 1,186,700 
" " " " 1891- 6,239,626 

Increase from 1882 to 1887, 54 per cent. 
" " 1887 to 189 1, 527 per cent. 
The above does not represent the· business in full, some compa

nies refusing to make returns. 

Tons of Freight forwarded, 
Tons of Frejght received, 
Express receipts, 
Postoffice receipts, . 
W. U . Telegraph receipts, 

1882. 

30, 485 
37,898 
$2,400 

1,000 
200 

r892. 

147,927 
564,541 
$96,000 

40,000 
30,000 

Year. 

1883-
1884-
1885-
1886-
1887-
1888-
1889-
1890-
1891-
1892-
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Ea17{ls . 
Capital . Deposits. Bills. 

$150,000 $ 137,000 $ 209,000 200,000 160,634 243,711 200,000 157,048 245,625 200,000 163,844 256,392 200,000 267,452 336,552 200,000 382,295 492,429 250,000 744,255 806,685 400,000 936,261 1,138,335 714,000 1,569,531 1,947,ooo 900,000 l ,;!18,000 1,997,ooo 

~~ 
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From Philadelphia Press, June 19th. 

ROANOKE, V A., June 18.-Ch a uncey 
M. D epew after a n extended trip tbrougb 
the industria l South said: "With the bes~ 
climate in the world, unequaled conditions 
of health, vast forests untouched and inex
h a u stible veins of iron and COl!>I, this sec
tion is the bonanza of the future." The 
scenes and displays of industria l develop
m ent witnessed to-day in this "Magic City" 
of the Virginia valley clearly indicate that 
Mr. D epew's reputation as a prophet of 
progress is not second to his accuracy as a 
foreteller of political r esults. 

A little more than ten years ago the site 
of Roa noke, now- a thriving industria l city 
of 25,000 population, was a wilderness. It 
was a country, however, fi lled with moun
tains of iron ore, of coal, of a ll kinds of 
natural we'l.lth producing minerals, and 
vast virgin forests, a ll of which a re so n eces
sary for the furnace, the forge a nd the 

factory. The magic wa nd of capital a nd 
labor touched the long slumbering bidden 
treasures and the earth gave up h er wealth. 

And right in the heart of this a lmost 
inexhaustible supply of raw m aterials, n est
ling a t the foot of a beautiful mounta in 
shrewd and bold m en of brains a nd en erg; 
and money founded a city which gr ew and 
prospered until it h as w ell earn ed the t itle 
of the "Magic City of the South ." 

Located as it is a t the gateway between 
the picturesque, booming Shenandoah Val
ley a nd the rich and beautiful Southwest 
Virginia, the natura l junction of railroads 
which now spread from Roanoke as spokes 
from a hub, .the predestined city b as in
creased beyond the expectations of the 
founders and its foster mother, the Norfolk 
& Western railroad. It turns with a face 
full of hope a nd expectancy to a bright and 
assured future. 

Right royally have the good people of 
the Old Dominion celebrated to-day the de
cennial of the Magic City, a nd Southern 
h ospitality h as been lavishly dispensed 
to a ll who cam e to join in the merrymaking. 

In 1882 Roanoke h ad 400 people-to-day 
she h as 25,000. The city's streets were filled 
with visitors from far and near who came 
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to unite with the citizens in the festivities. 
The most impressive feature of the 

day's carnival of pleasure was the monster 
parade which forcibly illustrated the growth 
of Roanoke. Nea rly 10,000 men were in 
line, the like of which has never before 
b een seen in the Old Dominion. Scattered 
here a nd there in the mammoth procession 
were gayly decor~ted fl.oats, numbering 
n early 100, a ll indicative of the man ufac
turin.g, mercantile, mining, artistic and 
professional interests of the city. These 
presented a picture of the varied life of 
Roa noke, and showed at a glance a story of 
r em arkable p rogress. 

The soldier boys adued lustre to the line. 
Military companies containing the flower of 
Virginia chivalry from all parts of the State, 
Virginia Military Inst itute lads and the 
famous Blacksburg cadets, vied with one 
another in executing maneuvers which de
servedly won the applause of the fair 
daughters and gallant Southern sons, who 
with hundreds of straugers, many of them 
investors in Roanoke' s prosperity, lined the 
avenues when the parade marched by. 

But to the keen students of progress, 
the striking feature of the parade was the 
battalion of 1,100 uniformed sturdy mecban-

~~-~-~~.~-~----



ics, employes of the immen se Roan ok e Ma 
chine Works, who m ar ch ed in perfect order 
t o the harmoniou s st ra ins of their b a nd, 
the latter composed of employes, famed 
throu ghout t h e Sout h. 

Anot h er p rominent factory must ered 
200 men in the line, and the contented work
men of nearly every firm a nd corporation 
of the city joined in the procession. Then 
there were 300 wheelmen in line. They 
came from a dozen cities a n d m a d e a display 
unequaled in the history of cycling in this 
State. 

Over fifty lodges of secret societies from 
Roanoke and other p oin ts fa r and n ear 
added to the intereet of t he p a ra de. T he 
Knights of P ythias, the Red Men , the E agles, 
the Mechanics, and others, formed a sight 
worthy of the retinues of a ncient splen dor . 
All vaid homage to the "Queen of t h e Val
ley." The men marched to t h e inspir ing 
strains from ten brass bands, some of them 
from the State and others from a distance . 

• During the day the m usical fest ival 
given by a chorus of 250 trained voices 
accompanied by an orchestra of twen ty
fi ve pieces delighted the visitors. 

In the afternoon the soldiers pleased 
the multitude with a sham battle which 

stir red the hearts of many a veteran and 
r ecalled scenes of the war and those dark 
days which are gone never to return. 

During the day there were sports of all 
kinds and descriptions. Two professional 
b a se ball t eams furnished a musement for 
admirers of the king of out-door games. 
Other athletic gam es and sports were well 
a ttended. 

The display of fireworks was the event 
this evening, and as the heavens were filled 
with brilliancy shouts of admiration, of ap· 
p roval and exulta tion were heard. 

The orator of t h e celebra tion was Hon. 
H. K yd Douglass, of Ma ryland. Mr. Doug
lass congratulated the people of Roanoke 
u p on the up building of their industrial city 
and predict ed a b rilliant future for the Vir
ginia valley. H e dwelt upon the vast r e
sourses · a nd national a dvantages of the 
Sou t h , of the enterprise of the p eople, 
and advised a ll who are seeking for the 
m ost advantageous point as a pla ce of r esi
dence or investmen t to look to Roa nok e . 

Many of the v isitors depa rted la t e to
night, b u t oth ers st ayed over to furth er in
vest igate the cla ims of the Magic City as a 
p lace for investment, so favora bly h a d the 
demonstration impressed them. They will 
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examine na tural resources of this section, 
they will a gain look upon the h a ndsome 
buildings of which there a re many in the 
city ; they will see the a rmy of men at work 
and fully realize that of Roanoke the "ha lf 
bas not been told." 

There is no better place in thi s country 
for capita l, manufacturing industri es of all 
kinds and labor to make mon ey and enjoy 
all the comforts of city life tha n Roanoke . 
And Roa noke sta nds r ead y to welcome all 
who may d esire to come. 

Editori al from T he Sun, Baltimore, June 18th. 

Roa noke, Va., commen ced last night 
the celebration of its t enth a nniversary a nd 
w ill continue"its demonstration to-day. The 
completion of the Shena ndoa h Va lley r a il
roa d from H agerstown to Big Lick was vir
tua lly the beginning of Roa noke which in 
t en years h a s grown from a st~tion to a 
hustling, go-ahead city. In spite of its 
rapid progress, its prosp erity h as b een laid 
on solid foundations, a nd there n eed b e no 
fea r that it will sh a re the fate of some of 
the boom t owns in the South which h a ve 
sp1:uog up in a night only to disappear as 
q_m ckl y as they a rose. The " Magic City ," 



as its fr iends like to call it, b a s b een d evel
oped b y t h e magic of b a r d work , u nti rin g 
en ergy, b u sin ess shrewdness and determi
n a tion, a nd that is t h e only sor t of rimgic 
tha t a mounts to a nything in t h ese la tter 
days. R oanoke is a big and lively t en -y ear 
old . May it be twice a s b ig and twice a s 
lively when it celeb ra tes its 20t h b irt h day. 

From the Sun , Baltimore, June 18th. 

ROANOKE, VA., J u n e 17.- R oanok e i in a 
fe ver of excit em en t o ver t h e d ecennial cele
b ration, which con1rnen ced t h is even ing 
wit h a gra n d concer t a n d a n a ddr ess by 
Gen. H . K yd Dougl a~s , of Ma r yla nd , a n d 
which will conclu d e to-morrow with a n in 
du t r ial a n d m ili t a r y d isplay, sh a m ba ttle, 
base bal l gmn e and h orse racin g-. T h e city 
is a l ready fi ll ed ·with visitors, and to-mor
ro'y t h e crowd p romises to be the la rgest in 
th e history of t h e ci ty. T ra ins on the Nor
folk and ·w estern , Shen andoah Va lley and 
l'toa ooke a n d Sout h ern roads ca me in 
crowde cl t o-day, and to -n ight's a rri\a ls 
p rom ise to tax tlle h ote ls a nd hoardin g 
houses to t h ei r full est capacity . 

Ma ny of t h e c itizens have t hrown their 
doors wid e open to t.h e strangers, a nd so fa r 

a s feed ing the crowd is concerned t h e a m 
p lest preparations have been made. The 
ci ty is beau t ifull y d ecorated an d p resents a 
strikin g and effective appearance. The 
d ecorations are genera l throughou t t h e cit y , 
including h u n dreds of p riva t e r esidences. 

The Secon d Virg in ia r egiment, Colonel 
J oseph A. N ul t on eommanding , is in camp 
h ere on t h e banks of Roanoke river . * ''" * 
The F irst Virginia r egiment, from R ich
mond, a nd the F ourth V irgin ia, from 
P et ersb urg and No rfolk, w ill r each here t o
night. Gen . Cha r!Ps J. Anderson, of Rich
m ond, will command t h e briga de. a nd his 
st aff a r e a lso h ere . There a re a lso m any 
prominent m en h ere, b ut n one comma nd a s 
much att e n t ion as does Mr . F. J . Kimball, 
the energeti c a nd sagacious president of the 
Nor folk and 'Vestern r ailroa d, who has 
done so m uch fo r the b uild ing up of Roa n
ok e a nd d eYelop men t of Virg inia . 

T h e con cer t t o-night took pla ce in t h e 
Dece nn ial t ab ernacle which , eats 5000 peo
p le, and it was crowded . Mr . P. C. Lea ry, 
a form er Halti mu re::i n , was the m usical d i · 
r ect or, and to him in large pa r t is d ue t h e 
cr<'d it for t h e g reat su ccess of the concert. 
Mr. Leary was a t one t im e leader of t h e 
ch oir of St. Pet er 's 1<;p iscopal .church, Bal-
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t imore, a n d is now the leader of the First 
Presbyteria n church of thii:; city. He was 
a pupil of Professor Prevost, and is a fine 
musicia n. 

At this concert, which wa s free to t h e 
p u b lic, t h e chief features were the most ex
cellent and fi nish ed r endering of the ch o 
ruses by a body of two hundred p ersons, 
a ccom pa nied by an orch estra of twenty-five 
instruments and solos b y Mrs . E . B. Silver
thor ne, sopra no, a nd Mrs. W . Hodgson, con
t ra lto. Particula rly wort hy of m ention was 
the "In.fl.amma tus" chor us, wi t h solo obli 
gato, by Mrs. Silverthorne, and t he splen 
did contralt o solo, "Oh Thou t h a t T allest," 
by Mrs. Hodg on. 

Both of these la dies possess rare and 
bea utifully cultivated voices that would 
create pleasure and enth usiasm in our la r g -. 
est cities. T he choruses were r endered in 
splendid st yle a n d wer e enthusiast icall y re
ceived. T aking into consideration the fact 
t h a t but fo ur weeks has been given to their 
p repar ation , t h e execution a nd interp reta
t ion of the singers were commendable in the 
high est d eg ree . Taken a,s a whole the co11-
cer t was a brilliant a n d art istic success. All 
who participated were Roanoke singers and 
musicians . 

• 
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At the close of the first part of the pro
gra m , Mr. J as. S. Simmons, a leading b u.si
n ess m a n a nd formerly of Mary land , deliv
ered an address ot w elcome; a fter which 
Col. J ohn E . P enn gave a detail ed history 
of Roa noke . 

Gen. H. K yd Douglass wa s t h e ora tor of 
t he evening, b is address b eing d eliver ed be
t ween t h e first and second parts of the con
cert p rogram. H e wa s int r oduced by Mr . 
J a s. S . Simmons and w as a ccorded a h earty 
r ecep t ion. His introduction wa s most f~
lici t ous and depa r ted somewh a t from h is 
intended line of r em arks at severa l points 
b y throwing in some exceedingly appr opri
a t e impromptu rema rks. H e sp oke sub 
stantia lly a s follo ws : 

"When I first saw this place, abou t ten 
years ago, it h a d the humble name of Big 
Lick a nd a population of abou t 500, of va
riou s colors, sexes a nd conditions. T o the 
world at large it was a lt ogeth er unknown . 
Now it rejoices in the euphoniou s n a m e of 
t he City of Roanoke, with a population va
r iously est imated from 18,000 to 40,000 ac
cording t o t h e imagina tion, mathematical 
genius a n d conscience of the p articula r citi
zen wh o mak es t h e est imate. When the new 
r eD'ime ent ered u pon a nd possessed the .,, . . . 

la nd a n ew n a m e was a n ecessity, a lthou gh 
it was su ggested t h at h er eabouts som e 'big 
licks' woul d be struck t oward opening up 
the r iches of Virgin ia. B ut w h a t sh ould 
the n am e be ? W h en Romulus gave h is 
name to R om e it was because m ore vultures 
wer e gathered in t he air over bis h ead than 
th'at of bis b rot h er Remus. How many 
buzzards gr eeted Mr . K imball, then presi
d ent of the Sh enandoah Valley ra ilroad, 
when h is associa t es shrewdly su ggested to 
gi ve h is name t o th e n ew town , does not 
a ppear in history or tra dition , but, unac
cu stom ed as h e was to giving p a tronymics, 
h e waived t h e well-deser ved right and gave 
to your city t h e beautiful n a m e of Roan
oke. S ince t h en h e h as done more for 
R oanok e t h a n Romulus did for Rome, a nd 
t o-day sh e is p re-eminently the most con
spic uous a nd prominent city of t ender year s 
in t h e South . A little H ercules amon g ' in
fant industries,' sh e will soon b e saying to 
the ot h er town s of Virginia wha t I h eard a 
m oJ.est gen t lem a n of Hagerstown say to a 
P h iladelphian: 'You a re altogether t oo 
fa r from our city even to am ount to much !' 

"Wh y this m a rvelous g rowth ? Upon 
what food h a th t his little infant fed t h at 
sh e hath g rown so great ? The town was 
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for t u nate in t h e ch a ra cter of the m en who 
la id the found ations of i ti:! pros peri ty. It 
bad fewer a d venturer s, v iolators o f t h e law, 
fi nancia l sh a r ks and monumen tal lia r s t h a n 
the average n ew town, a lt h ou gh Anania s 
a nd Sa pphira w ould not have a mon opoly 
if they h a d gon e into th e rea l estat e b u si
n ess in this and a d ja cen t booms. 

"But your fou nder s wer e m en o f ability, 
en ergy, iutegdty and tenacity, w ho h on
estly endeavored t o p r om ote the inter est s 
of the whole commun ity a s well as t h e ir 
own. They w ere not easily di scouraged 
a nd did not once lose their fa it h , ev en 
during the sever a l years of d epression 
through which you p assed so g loomily. " 

Gen era l Douglas th en spoke of t.h e year 
when the st ock of the La n d a nd Improve
m ent company was not salable at 70, and 
empty houses w er e visib le a ll around the 
tow n; then in a sp eech from Hotel Roa noke 
h e tried to comfort the young m e n by 
promising to st a rt a fem ale seminary to 
furnish them something pret ty and lov ely 
and hopeful to look at a nd work for. 

" But the great p romoter of Roa noke," 
he continued , " wa s the N or folk a nd W est
ern r a ilroa d, its capital, the capita l it drew, 
a nd t h e able and indomitable m en who 



fashioned its policy. That ra ilroa d com
pany spen t about $i,OOO,OOO in shops, public 
works and pui.Jlic buildings in th is city. 
The Roa noke La nd and Improvement Com
pany started, la id out and pushed the town 
to its success, having spent its 01·iginal capi
t a l at the outstart. The water a nd gas 
works h ave spent $GOO,OOO. The Crozier 
Company h ave put 1,500,000 in this and 
a djacent counties . I cannot and need not 
enumerate other enterpri ses which h ave 
contributed to its wealt h and prosperity. 
All this capita l was supplemen ted and 
made effective by the libera l, courageous 
a nd unique policy of the railroa d com
pany. 

"Mr. Kimball's theory, that by a iding 
a nd developing the country through which 
the r a ilroad ra n, the prosperity of the road 
would b e developed a nd made p erma nent, 
was untried and unique. This is shown by 
comparison with the policy adopted by 
other r a ilroad companies who have a lways 
been unwilling to ma ke heavy expenditures 
anywhere until r emuneration was in sight. 

"I confess I had misgivings as to the 
daring a nd dashin g policy a dopted by the 
Norfolk and Western company. Beautiful 
st a tions a ll along the line, b eautiful hotels, 

the encouragement of every point of inter
est, direct a nd indirect assistanc1:: to num
berless local enterprises, the encourage
ment of n ew towns, mines and all kinds of 
manufactures have illustrated this broad 
and beneficial policy. 

"The resu lt has been striking, and 
while this town h as been building, the Nor
folk and W estern r a ilroa d bas become one 
of the great trunk lines of the country. 
Stretching from Hagerstown, in Maryland, 
to Bristol, 'Tennessee; from Norfolk, on the 
Atlantic coast, across the two Virginias, the 
Ohio river and into the h eart of Ohio, with 
bra n ches like iron t entacles in ~very di rec
tion, it traverses and h as opened up an em
pire of ri ches, a nd its future greatn ess is 
now beyond doubt and a ppreh ension." 

General Douglass then spoke of the 
rich es of Vi rginia in coal a nd wood and 
ores, its untold wealth and the awakening 
fai t h and energy of her n ative and adopted 
citizens, and of the rising towns and the 
great future of Norfolk. 

"The past of Roanoke," said the speak
er, " arouses wonder and pride. H er pres
ent is prosperous and hopeful. Her future 
is full of rich promise. For Roa noke, Nor
folk and all her to,r:~ s with their new pros-
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p erity, much depends upon the State and • 
legislative policy of Virginia. Virginia has 
boundless wealth but little capital. This 
she must h ave. H er laws should be liberal 
but just. With no toleration of monopo. 
lies, trusts or corporate control on the one 
b a nd, there should be on the other no nar
rowness, no fanatical bitterness, no perse
·cution nor confiscation of capital. 

" \ l\lith her past history and future 
hopes Virginia should be broad minded . I 
love this old Commonwealth, my native 
State, and her magnificent history. I watch 
with pride and bounding hope her new de· 
velopment . May Roanoke be t ypical of her 
n ew life, and pressing forwa rd-in her course 
may sh e h elp to lift up the Old Dominion 
to that pre-eminence in time of peace which 
in the struggles of a ruinous war she never 
lost ." 

Roa noke is noted above all Virginia 
cities for the hustling, aggressive character 
of its business men and the entire harmony 
with which they work where anything af
fecting the interests of the "Magic City" is 
concerned. Some two months ago a num
ber of gentlemen connected with the Com
mercial Association of Roanoke, an organi
zation con,posed of leading merchants and 



business men, conceived the idea of appro
p riately celebrating the cornple ti0n of the 
Shenandoah Valley railroad from H agers
town to Big Lick, which was virtua lly the 
foundation of Roanoke . Accordingly a 
mass meeting of the citizens was called, and 
a general committee of more than a 
hundred of the most active and enterpris
ing citizens selected to prepare for celebrat
ing in proper style the tenth a nniversary of 
the city. Mr. J as. Simmons, a prominent 
i·eal estate agent, was elected chairman of 
the committee, and Col. J. H . Dunstan, the 
first ma vor of the Magic City, was chosen 
secretary. Sub-committees were appointed 
at a meeting of the .executive committee a 
few nights after its selection to take charge 
of the details of the undertaking, and since 
then they have been working night and 
day to make the decennial celebration a 
grand success. The splendid opening to
night and the attractive program for to
morrow attest the thoroughness of the 
work c.f the gentlemen having the celebra
tion in charge . 

Editorial of the Sun , Baltimore, June 20th. 

THE ROANOKE DECENNIAL.- El sewhere 
will be found from The Sun's representa -

tive an account of the concluding proceed
ings of the decennial celebration of Roa n 
oke, Va. The military a nd trades display 
on Saturday far exceeded t h e expectations 
of its sanguine projectors and indicated 
th at the foundations for the fu t ure g rowth 
a nd prosperity of the Magic City , situa t ed 
in the most bea utiful portion of Southwest
ern Virginia, h ave been la id so broad and 
deep that the recent boom collapses have 
not affect ed it. Indeed, leading merchants 
and b a nkers asser t that the business of the 
city was n ever on a more solid basis or in a 
m ore prosperous condition. Even conserva
tive citizens are estimating that in ten years 
flom now Roanoke will have a population 
of 75,000 or 100,000, a nd they a re a nxious 
that Baltimore should step in a nd partake 
of this valuable tra de by t h e extension of 
the Baltimore and Ohio road from Lexing
ton to Roanoke_ The suggestion is worthy 
the serious consideration of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroa d authorities a nd the busi
ness men of Baltimore. Roanoke a nd the 
entire southwestern part of Virginia is de
veloping at a remarkable rate, and the 
trade of that section is natura lly tributa ry 
to B altimore. But there a re forces a nd 
important ones at that, which will la~gely 
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divert this trade unless active, aggressive 
steps are taken to prevent it. 

From the Sun , Baltimore, June 20th. 

ROANOKE, VA., June 19.-Yesterday 
was a red-letter day in the history of Roan
oke, and its decennia l wound up in a blaze 
of glory. P erha ps no city in this country of 
the same age h as ma de more decided p rog
i:ess in weal th and population, a nd cer 
t a inly not one ten years of age has ever 
ma de a more creditable display of great and 
diversified industries tha n was made by the 
"Magic City" yesterday. The day was 
ushered in by the firin g of t en guns at sun
rise, and soon the popula tion was astir, 
while the early trains ca me in packed with 
people, and ·on all the country roads people 
0ame in carriages and wagons, on horseback 
and afoot, until by 9 o'clock it was estimat
ed tha t there were a t least 15,000 visitors in 
the city. This added to the enthusiastic 
population of 25,000 in Roanoke, which a l
most in a body flocked to the streets, pro
duced a scene of animation on the princi
pal street s that would have compared 
favorably with Ba ltimore, Charles and 
Lexington streets during the · busiest hours 
of the day. 



Capt. H enri Davin, a highly cultivated 
and gallant Frenchman, was the chief mar
sh a ll of the day, and it was la rgely due to 
hi s knowledge and skill in handling large 
bodies of men that order was brought out of 
the chaos which seemed to prevail, and the 
procession made to move nearly on the ap
pointed minute. The procession moved 
north from South J effe rson and latera l 
streets to the music of a dozen bands. First 
came a squad of police followed by Chief 
Marsh all Davin and aids, the exf'cutive 
committee and city officia ls in ca rriages, 
and Brig.-Gen. Charles J. Anderson and 
staff on horseback; then came corps of ca
d ets of the Virginia Milita ry Institute, un
der the command of Col. Scott Ship and 
Capt. Ma rshall. Their natt.y uniforms, 
elastic step and perfect movement caught 
the immense crowd, and throughout the 
march they received an ovation. Then 
came the First, Second and Fourth Virginia 
regiments, h andsomely uniformed, with 
tbe bearing of well-tra ined soldiers. Fol
lowing these were companies from Winston, 
N. C., Richmond, Danville and Lynchburg, 
Va, a nd H agerstown, Md. These were fol
lowed by several lodges of Knights of Pyth
ias, Roanoke's excell ent fire department and 

other orgaqizations, constituting a most at
tractive and effective display. 

But the most striking feature of the 
display was the parade of the workers in 
the Roanoke Machine Works. They.turned 
out eleven hundred strong, their uniforms 
being a buff cap and blouse, black b elt and 
pantaloons. They bad been carefully drill
ed for the occasion a nd marched like army 
veterans. Marching four abreast and com
pactly, the line extended for three squares, 
and their happy faces and enthusiastic 
shouts as they swung along with steady 
step attested much more strongly than 
boom language could do the prosp erity of 
the mechanics of Roanoke. Of these eleven 
hundreds of the bone and sinew of the 
"Magic City" one hundred were colored 
men, and their fine appearance and- supe
rior m arching elicited applause a nd com
mendation all along the line of march_ The 
Roanoke Machine Works m en were fol
lowed by others from the Crozer and other 
large industrial establishments, a ll of them 
being well uniformed. 

Following the procession of workers in 
the shops came more than one hundred 
floats , showing the large and va ried indus
tri es in operation in Roanoke and which 
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have been largely instrumental in building 
the Gity up. Some of these were exceed
ingly unique and most of them striking 
and highly creditable. To att empt to indi-· 
cate the most a ttractive display would be 
invidious where all did so well. Suffice it 
to say the display was a surp1·ise to the 
visitol'!l, both in extent and completeness, 
and reflected credit on all who had part in 
the affair. Just as the para de was dis
missed a splendid shower of r a in fell, cool
ing the atmosph1-1re and imparting new life 
to everything. 

As soon as the soldiers had lunched 
preparations werP. begun for the sham bat
tle, whieh took place on the open plain 
south of the city, n ear the banks of the 
Roanoke river. The site was admirably se 
lected, the rising ground on each side of the 
river forming a natural amphitheater, and 
excellent opportunity for the 15,000 to 20,-
000 people who were present to witness the 
mimic battle. The participants were all 
the military in attendance excepting the 
Institute boys, and for about half an hour 
the battle raged fast and furious. Eight 
pieces of a rtillery were rapidly loaded and 
fired, and there was an incessant rattle of 
musketry. When the battle ceased and 
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the smoke rolled a way from the plain it 
was fo u nd that nobody was hurt, and.,the
great crowd went back t o the city highly 
delighted w it h the enterta inment a nd glad 
that it was only a mimic battle. 

At 7 o 'clock in the evening a review 
and dress parade was g iven by the. cadet 
corps of the Virgin ia Military Instit u te to 
President F . J . Kimball, of the Norfolk & 
Western r a il road. The rev iewing par t y 
with Mr. Kimball wer e Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, 
Gen . H. Kyd Douglass, Mrs. Kimball, and 
Miss Needlt>s, of Baltim or e. T he corps 
never did anything bett er , and their m ove
ments elicited loud applause. Mr. Kimball 
was g'.featly delight.ed with their move
ments, and the milita.ry gentlemen were 
emphatic and enthusiastic in their appro
bation of the p recision of movements and 
execution of t h e manu al. The r eview took 
place on the beautiful lawn of the Hotel 
Roanoke and was witnessed by 1:>everal 
thousand people. 

At night, from a commanding eminence 
in the city, there was a beau t iful display of 
firewo rks, which concluded the day' s fes
tivities. 

The credit for the great success of 
Roanoke's decennial was largely due to the 

executive committee, which was composed 
a s follows: J as. S. Simmons, chairma n, J. 
H . Dunstan, secretary, and Messrs. Jos. T. 
Engleb,y, G. L . Stevens, Wm. G. Evans, 
Geo. W. R amsey, John E . :f>enn , H enri 
Davin, and J . Allen Watts. These gentle· 
men worked night a nd day, a nd backed a s 
they were b y the liberal business men of 
the city, a d em onstra tion cr edita ble to a ll 
was the result. 

The assessed valuation of r eal est a t e in 
Roan ok e in· 1882 was $353,364. In 1892 it 
was $12,M.5,425. The capita l in business on 
which license is p a id is $ 1,600,000. The 
population in 1881 wa s 400. The r egist e red 
vote of t h e city is now 5,127 against 304 in 
1883, a nd the popula tion of the city is a t 
least 25,000. These fig ures speak volumes, 
and a re in themselves a complet e refu tation 
of the st or y circulated about t h e t ime of 
the boom collapses a t severa l point s in Vir
g in ia t h at Roanoke was a lso on t h e decline. 
The fig ures quoted, supplemen ted b y a 
visit to the numerous industria l establish
ments, wholesa le business h ouses, the 
banking houses a nd oth er tra rle barome
ters, w ill demons trate t hat the city was 
never in a more solid a n d p rosperous con
d ition t han at p resent. 
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Recently the Roa noke and Southern 
railroa d has been completed to Winston, N. 
U., where it connects with the Cape Fear a nd 
Yadkin Valley railroad, and this new line 
promises to b ecome a n importa nt factor in 
the growth of the city, the tra de the road 
has a lready brought b eing la rgel y in excess 
of all calcula tions. 

The business m en of Roa noke discla im 
that it h a s ever been a boom town in the 
genera l accepta tion of the t erm, but tha t 
the ra pid ri se in prices h as h a d for its basis 
a busy, producing popula tion, constantly 
increasing , a nd there seems r eason for this 
cla im when the solid r esults achieved a r e 
considered. Ever y year h as wit nessed the 
est ablishment of important industria l en
t e rprises involving the investment of mill
ions of capita l. Wi t hin t h e past t welve 
m onths over $1,100.000 b as h een invest ed in 
industnal pla nts on the la nds of the W est 
Roa noke L and Com pan y , including a n iron 
furn ace which turns out 200 tons of iron 
da ily, a nd the Norwi ch Lock Com pan y , 

. which b as a capital of $400,000 a nd g ives 
employm ent t o 400 p eople. The Nor fo lk & 
W est ern roa d is n ow building a belt line 
a round the cit y on which other important 
industri es will b e located . 



Perhaps no city in t h e country h as a 
more abundant supply of pure water . This 
is obtained from Crystal Spring, which 
g ushes out from the foot of Mill mountain 
at the rate of about six million gallons a 
day. This rate is ma intained throu~h sum
mer and winter, a t the same temperature, 
plenty cool enough to drink without ice, 
and in fact as clear as crystal. The amount 
consumed and wasted daily by the city is a 
little less than 2,500,000 gallons, or at the 
extraordinary r a te of 96 gallons per capita. 
There is a splendid reservoir on a spur of 
Mill mountain into which water is forced 
by powerful pumps. The reservoir forces 
an abundance of wat er into t he high est 
buildings in the city. The works are owned 
by a water and gas light company. 

The business men of Roanoke a re ex. 
ceedingly anxious for the extension of the 
Ba ltimore and Ohio railroad from Lexing
ton to Roanoke. They a re eonfident 
that in ten years the city will h ave a 
population of 75,000, a nd they rightly claim 
that Baltimore cannot afford to have such a 
trade, naturally tributary to it, diverted to 
Philadelphia a nd New York, particularly 
as the extension could be made at a com
paratively inconsiderable outlay when the 

g reat value of the stakes is considered. 
The annual amount now paid the wage 

earner s in Roanoke is not less than $4,000,-
000. The capital invested in manufactu ring 
enterprises is $8,125,000, and in la nd compa
nies about $11 ,000,000. Roanok e has eight 
building and loan associations with a sub
scribed capital of $3,000,000. The banking 
capital amounts to $2,000,000 and the bank
ing institutions are a ll in a p rosperous con
dition. 

'l'be church property is now valued at 
$400,000 and $200,000 additional is now 
being put in n ew churches. The public 
schools now have over 1,500 pupils, and 
ha ndsome and commodious bui ldings have 
been erected. The T erry Building Co. has 
just completed at a cost of $175,000 a mag
nifioent seven story ston e and brick struct
ure to be used as banking and office build
ing. It would reflect credit on any city. 
Congress has appropriated $75,000 for the 
erection of a public building , and a site has 
been selected. 

As indicated above the Roanoke Ma
chine Works is the la rgest industr y h ere. 
The plant in this g reat establishment em
braces a ll the la test improved labor-saving 
machinery. There are now on t h e pay-rolls 
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over twelve hundred employes, who turn 
out fourteen first-class freight cars a day 
and four great consolidation fre ight engines 
ever y four weeks. Am,mg the o rders now 
being iilled is one from the P ennsylvania 
Railroad Company for 500 freight car s, with 
a capacity of 60,000 pounds each, and all 
p rovided with air-brakes. These a re to be 
used in the transportation of exhibits for 
the Chicago Exposition. 

From the Baltimore News. 

Wonderful has been the growth of Roan
oke. Ten years ago it had a population of 
hardly 600, and to-clay it has one of more 
than 25,000. Nowhere else than in America 
would an increase like this be possible. A 
showing so marvelous is clue partly to the 
happy circumstances of situation. Then as 
the population formed, it was made up of 
p eople of energy, enterpri se and foresight, 
pro ud of their town and determined that it 
should excel. And so with every passing 
year Roanoke has gained in numbers and 
importance until it celebrates its decen
niaJ as one of the most striving and pro
gressive cities in this country, with a future 
whose g reatness few would undertake to 
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measure. T here is, indeed, no stop ping or 
halt in the course of a p lace like Roanoke. 
Onward is the motto of her citizens, and in 
ten years more she will proudly be able to 
boast of quite a metropolitan importance. 
Roanoke is closely connected by the ties of 
friendship and b u siness with Baltimore, 
and from nowhere will congratulations come 
to her more hearty and sincere than those 
wafted from the Monumental City. 

From the Journal of Finance. 

Your correspondent here bas referred 
several times recently to the approach of 
"Roanoke's Decennia l Celebration," and I 
write now to announce the complete success 
of the enterprise. 

Many thousands of v isitors gathered in 
our city to witness the great est combination 
street parade that Virginia ever saw. Mili
tary, civic, trade and industrial marked 
the features of this day's business, and the 
procession comprising this variety of out
door entertainment was a distinguished 
success. 

The trades display was an actu al demon
stration of results, and many creditable 
floats represented the industrial develop-

ments in manufacture, wholesale and retail 
mercantile establishments, statistical infor
mation relating to the banking, real estate 

-and kindred interests. 
The Roanoke Machine W orka was rep

resented in the display by over a thousand 
men in uniforms of brown linen and blouse, 
and this was the most impressive feature of 
the day, as it represented just so ma n y 
bread winners and marks a solved-problem, 
the duplication of which goes on forever in 
our community, thus explaining why_ Roan
oke has over 25,000 population to-day, 
wh ereas ten years ago she could boast of 
only 400. 

The building of a city comprises three 
essential features- population, employm ent 
and good government- a nd this demonstra
tion makes it clear to the most casual ob
server that Roanoke can claim beyond ques
tion all of these requisites. The pa rade oc
cupied part of the forenoon and a fternoon, 
and later in the day the electric cars a nd 
vehicles of all d e!!cript ions were t axed to 
thei r utmost in couveying the throng to 
the scene of a proposed sham ba ttle. 

Many of the spectators ha d pa rtici
pated in actual war, and as the a rtillery 
roared a nd the musketry ra ttled, r egiments 
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charged and retrea t ed, stormed parapets 
and deployed at double-quick into line of 
battle, received or gave repulse a nd finally 
the victory won, we a ll retired from the 
field with the consciousness that this g reat 
event bad been fittingly t erminated, for 
life is a great battle. 

From the Manufacturers Record. 

VIRGINIA'S "MAGIC CITY."-Roanoke has 
long b een known a s the "Magic City " of 
Virginia, and certa inly no city in the South 
b etter deserves this title. In t en years it 
h as grown from a straggling village of 400 
people, to a big busy city of 25 ,000 inhabi
t a nts, with good streets, gas and electric 
lights, horse, electric and steam ra ilways, 
fine office buildings, banks a nd hotels, and 
industrial interests of sufficient importance 
to support a ll this population and ensure 
the permanence of the city. 

The growth of Roa noke, to which atten
tion h as been so frequ ently directed by the 
decennia l celebration of last week, furni sh es 
a n interesting· object lesson in Southern de 
velopment. The secret of the success of 
Roanoke is good ma nagement on the part 
of those who h a ve h a d a u active part in 
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developing and promoting the city. The 
iron ore a nd limestone in the immediate 
vicinity of the city h ave been the founda
tion of a great industry, and the fact that 

. the city is a railroa d center has added 
la rgely to its importa nce and prosperity. 
But there a re many other localities in the 
South that offer equal and p erhaps better 
facilities for iron-makiug, yet have not 
grown nor prospered as has Roanoke. And 
there are numerous ra ilroad junction points 
with iarger ra ilroad facilities tha n Roa noke 
has ever enjoyed, yet they h ave not attain
ed a tithe of the a ctivit.y and growth of 
Roanoke. Why? It is merely a question of 
management. 

The city of Roa.noke wa s put upon its 
feet and set agoing by men who mea nt busi
ness-men who formed definite pla ns before 
they began and then systematically execu
ted them. The object of these builders of 
R oanoke has n e ver been to sell a wb·ole 
county in town lots nor to plant new indus
tries where there was neither n ecessity nor 
opportunity for them. The one object in 
v iew from the start h as been the establish 
m ent of a city by natural mea ns, and this, 
.after a ll, is the only m a nner in which per
manency a nd prosperity can b e assured. 

Of course the influence of the Norfolk & 
Western railroad has been very potent in 
p lacing Roanoke in its present position, 
and the progressive policy of this company 
is a guarantee of the success of any enter
prise to which its aid is extended. But 
whether it be the Norfolk &Western or any 
other railroa d, the principle is the same, 
and the r esults accomplish ed remain un
changed. The application of busin ess prin
ciples, the ~xercise of a conservative judg
m ent and. the adherence to a well-defined 
plan a re absolutely essential in the building 
of any city that is expected to h ave perma
nence a nd prosperity . A disregard of these 
essentials brings either failure or a phe
nomenon of a city that is as unstable as an 
iceberg that drifts into the warm Gulf 
Stream. H a d such sound principles been 
more wttlely adopted in the development of 
the South there would have been no gi·ound 
for the mistaken but, nevertheless, wide
spread impression tha t the South is su ffer
ing from collapsed booms. One collapsed 
boom makes a louder noise than five quiet
ly successful and prospering .towns. 

F rom the Democratic Advocate, Westminster Maryland . 

A more d elightful trip is difficult to im-

agine tha n a journey from Westminster, via 
the Western Maryland railroa d, to Hagers
town, thence via the Norfolk & Western 
to Roanoke, Virginia. The route lays 
through Carroll, Frederick and Washing
ton counties in Maryland, the three most 
productive and highly improved counties 
of the state; th.rough Jefferson county . 
West Vfrginia.; Clark, Warren, Page, Rock
ingham, Augusta, Rockb rid ge, Botetourt, 
and Roanoke counties, Virginia. T here is 
no section.on the face of the earth more pro
d uctive, more beautiful, more h ealthful or 
more prosperous. Good farm buildings, 
sleek , fat cattle, fine horses and well-tilled 
farms attest the condition of the agricul
turists, while a ll along the route there is 
abundant evidence of manufacturing and 
mining prosperity. The scenery is unsur
passed, ever changing, ever charming, ever 
new. After crossing the Potomac the route 
is flanked on either side by mountain 
chains, and here and there iofty spurs rear 
their forms frotn the comparative level 
stre t ches. Ri vers wind their course through 
the valley, sometimes clear, soruetimes 
muddy, sometimes flowing placidly, and 
sometimes rushing wildly over rocks and 
boulders. 



Charlestown, in the lower va lley, and 
Roar:oke, in the upper, are the substantial 
towns of that section. The former b as ma de 
a wonderful growth, steady a IJd sure, devel
oped by the establishment of industries 
that have weathered the past eighteen 
months of deprP-ssion. The latter-Roa n 
oke-bas made the most wonderful g rowth 
of recent times. Going on up the valley, 
one is struck with the vastness of the con
ceptions of those who have started cities. 
At Shenandoah, Elkton, Sh endun, Basic 
City, Buena Vista and Glasgow, vast tracts 
of land have been laid off into streets and 
aveues, and lots sold. Hotels of large 
proportions, of handsome architecture and 
all modern improvements, a re to be seen at 
every place. Buildings for manufactories, 
large and substantial, are monuments of 
the energy, enthusiasm a nd confidence of 
their builders. Large business blocks in 
the most modern style of architecture , stand 
scattered about upon what were to be corn er 
lots in busy cities. Uncompleted founda
tions for manufactories aI.td business h ouses, 
and naked frames for residences show the 
suddenness of the collapse of the booms. 
It is safe, we think, to say tliat not less than 
ten millions of dollars have been spent on 

these new towns between Luray and Roa n
oke, two-thirds of which now seem lost . 

•• -:+ -:~ ·:f -:+ 

The Valley of Virginia is one of the 
rich est sections in the world . Coal, iron, 
timber, lime, clays and all raw materials for 
ma nufactu res a re a t h a nd, and the agri
cultural lands are rich and capable of sus-
t aining a vast population . ·:• · <:· " 

But it is particularly of Roa noke we 
wish to speak. That wa13 the objective 
point of t h e Advocate's representative in 
response to an invitation from th e commit
t ee of that progressive city in ch a rge of its 
decennial celebration. It was Olli" first visit 
to the Magic Cit.y, a nd we had no con cep
tion of its solidity. T en years ago it was 
called Big Lick , with a population of a bout 
600. T o-day it is a busy, bustlin ~ city of 
25,000, and it has struck a "big lick " in r e
a lity. Its p rogressive citizens cla im that 
Roanoke was never a boom town, but that 
its growth h as been steady from the begin
ning, and continues to-day. During a ll the 
depression since the fall of 1890, Roa noke 
has steadil y g rown, a nd a t the present time 
business houses and residences a re going 
up in all parts of the cit y. The style of a r
chitecture there is the h a ndsom est we h ave 
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seen. There a r e some business b locks that 
would be a credit to cities ma ny times. 
larger, and $25,000 residences are to be seen 
in every part of the city. 

Roa noke is la id out on a la rge scale, and . 
enough territory is included in h er limit& 
for a city of 200,000 peop le. No more will 
be added during the next t en years. The 
extension business bas ended, and the de
velopment companies a re now bending their 
energies, not to sell lots, but to locating 
new industries, while the city authorities 
are grading and pavin g the st reets. They · 
h a ve made good progress a lready, a nd the 
officia ls recently elect ed are expected to 
carry the work forward more ra pidly. 

The city h aR many ext ensive m anufac
tories, th e chief of which is the Roa n<jke, 
Machine Works, employing 1,200 p ersoIJ s .. 
This establishment bas orders ahead all the 
time, one of the recent ones being for 50() 
freight cars for the P ennsylva nia railroad. 
The corupa ny mainta ins a fi rst -class band 
among its employes, and during the great 
ind us trial parad e last Saturda y placed 
about 1, 100 uniformed men in line, furni sh 
ing the men with uniforms. 

Roanok e has two mornin g a nd two 
a fternoon dailies. 'l'he hotels are far 



above those ordinarily found in cities the 
size of Roanoke, the chief of which are the 
Ponce de Leon and Hotel Roanoke. The 
latter is the leading one and stands pn an 
eminence, and the two acres of ground at
tached are enclosed by an ornamental stone 
fence tha t cost about $20,000. The grounds 
are beautiful a nd well kept and the build
ing is a h a ndsome structure with a frontage 
of about 250 feet. It bas all the modern 
improvements a nd is well ma naged . 

The celebrati011 began on Friday, a nd 
opened with a grand concert by 200 voices 
and two soloists, a n orchestra of sixteen 
pieces a nd the Machine Works b a nd, of 
twenty-eight pieces. The concert was giveu 
in the tab ernacle built for the accommoda 
tion of Sam Jones, the r evivalist, which 
seats 5,000 persons. The t abernacle was 
packed, and the concert was a grand su c
cess. The musical program was divided 
into two parts. Between the first and sec
ond, Mr. James S. Simmons, mast er of cere
monies, made an address of w elcome, Col. 
John E. P enn gave a historica l sketch of 
Roanoke, and Col. H . K yd Douglass, of 
Hagerstown, d elivered a n oration. 

Saturday morning there was a milita ry 
and indu t.rial parade, about five thousand 

people being in line. The military included 
three regiments, the Vrgivia Military Insti
tute batallion, and four or five independent 
artillery and infantry companies. The floats 
of the business establishments were hand
some, .suggestive of energy and enterprise, 
and gave a fair repersentation of the variety 
and magnitude of the business enterprise 
of the city. 

Late in the afternoon a sham b att.le was 
fought in the southwestern part of the city, 
and was witnessed by ma ny thousands of 
p ersons. The spot selected was admirably 
adapted for the battle. There was a level 
bottom of ahout one hundred acres. On 
one side was a hill and on the oth er Mill 
mounta in . At the foot of the m ountai n 
flowed the Roanoke river , and near it the 
track s of the Roanoke & Southern railroad. 
Batteries were stationed on the hill a nd the 
mountain side, a nd the infant ry partici
pating were divided into t hree divisions, 
one at each of the two bridges spanning t h e 
river, and one back at t h e base of th e hill. 
The battle was brought on by t h e L ynch
burg zouaves deployed as skirmish ers. 
Then the a rtillery belched forth, the repor ts 
reverberating among the hills a nd valleys. 
The infa ntry then b ecam e engaged , a nd 

the rattle of musketry and the booming of 
the cannon gave a very realistic representa
tion of war. The scene was an exciting one. 
The smoke became thick, and through it 
could be seen the retreats and advances of 
the contending forces . The bridges were 
taken and retaken, a nd the usual varying 
tide of b attle was illustrated. Durin o- tem
porary lu1ls brass bands could be beard 
a nd the bugle sound airecting the move~ 
men ts. 

The celebration was happily conceived, 
well planned and admirably caTried out, 
cr erlitable alike to the committee in charge 
a nd to the enterprising city of Roanoke. 

From the Washington Post. 

On Saturday and Sunday last "f'he Roan
oke Times published sixteen page editions 
giving fuU a nd well-written accounts of the 
various features of the celebration which 
was held on the previous days, and which 
was intended to call attention to the mar
velous growth, within a single decade, of 
wbat bas come to be known RS the "M;i,gic 
City" of Southwestern Virginia. The cele
bration was evidently a complete success. 
The address and concert were listened to, 
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and the oham battle, the Machine Works 
exhibit, and the parade of nearly a hundred 
business firms and corporations in so many 
floats admirably arranged were witnessed 
by t housands of visitors from abroad. 

The city of Roanoke has good cause t o 
celebrate. In 1882 tb.e popula tion wa s 400; · 
it is now 25,000. In 1883 the register ed 
voters were 304 in number; they are this 
year 5, 127. The assessed value of r eal estate 
in 1882 was $353,364; in 1892 it is $12,645,425. 
The Shenandoah Valley railroad reached 
the p la ce in 1882 and its prosperity began . 
It has now splendid buildings, churches 
and chools and numerous workshops. The 
amount paid a nnually to wage earners is 
not less than 4,000,000 ; $8,125,000 a r e in
vested in manufacturing enterprises a nd 
over 11,000,000 in land companies. Its 
banks h ave a capital of $1,000,000 a nd they 
are all prosperous. So little is a ll their 
g rowth t he r esult of a " boom' in the illu
sh·e sense, that the p rosperity of the cit y is 
now said to rest on a sounder basis than 
ever before. 

From Carroll News , lin ion Brid g e , Md . 

R OANOKES DECENNIAL.--On Friday and 
Saturday of last week Roa nok e, Va., h eld 

a celebra tion that would do credit to a 
much la rger a ncl. older city, and well su s
tained her title of "Magic City of the 
South." The celebration began on Friday 
with games and horse racing, ending with 
a gra nd concert and public addresses at 
night. 

Tne concert took place in the Sam Jones 
T abernacle which seats 5,000 people, and it 
was crowded. 

At t.hie: concert, which was free to the 
public, the ch ief fea tures were the most 
excellent and finished rendering of the cho
ruses by a body of about two hundred p er · 
son s, accompa·nied by a n orch estra of 
twenty fivE! instruments. P a rticularly wor
thy of mention was the "lnilammatus" 
chorus, with solo obligato, by l\Irs. Silver
thorne, and the splenmd contralto solo, "Oh 
Tho u that T ell est," by l\Irs . Hodgson. The 
"Anvil Chorus" was a lso highly enjoyed. 
T aken as a whole the concert was a brilliant 
ancl a rtistic success. All who partiCipated 
were Roan oke singers and musicians. 

Saturday was a red letter day in the 
history of Roanoke and its decennial wound 
up in a blaze of glory. Perhaps no city in 
this country of the-same age bas made more 
decided progress in wealth and population, 
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and certa inly not one t en years of age has 
ever made a more creditable die:play of 
great and diversified industries than was 
made by the "Magic City" yesterday. The 
day was u sh erd in by the firing of t en guns 
at sunrise, a nd soon the whole population 
was astir, while the early trains came in 
packed with people, and on a ll the country 
roads people came in carriages and wagons, 
on horseback a nd afoot, until b y 9 o'clock 
it was estimated that there were at least 
15,000 visitors in the city. This a dded to the 
enthusiastic population of 25,000 in Roa n
oke, which alm0st in a body flocked to the 
streets, produced a scene of a nimation on 
the principal str eet s which would have com
p a red favorably with Baltimore, Ch a rles 
and Lexi ngton street s during the busiest 
hours of the day. 

The great feature of the day was the 
parade and trades display. About 5, 000 m en 
in uniform were in line including a number 
of milita ry companies, 1,000 men from the 
Roanoke Machine Works a.nd la rge compa
nies from other industrial est ablishments, 
wit.h a dozen bands of music. 

As soon as the soldiers had lunched 
preparations were b egun for thP. sh am 
battle, which took place on the open plain 



south of the city, near the ba nks of t h e 
Roanoke river . The site was a dmirably 
selected, the ri sing ground on each side of 
the ri ver form ing a na tura l a mphitheatre, 
a nd affording excellent opportunity for th e 
15,000 t o 20,.000 p eople who were present to 
witness the mimic battle. The pa rticipa n ts 
w ere a ll the militar y in a ttenda nce excep
ting the Instit u te boys, a nd for a bout half 
a n h our the battle raged fast a nd furious. 
Eight p ieces of a rtillery wer e r a pidly loa ded . 
a d d fired, a nd there was a n incessant r a ttle 
of musk etry . Wheu the battle cea sed a nd 
the smoke rolled a way from the plain , it 
wa s found nobody was hurt, and the great 
crowd wen t back to the city highl y delight
ed with the enterta inment and glad tha t it 
was only a mimic ba ttle . 

.A.t night from a commanding eminence 
in the city, there was a beautiful displa y of 
fireworks, which concluded the days' festivi
ties. 

The assessed valuation of real estate in 
Roa noke iu 1862 was $353,364. In 1892 it was 
$12 ,645,425 . The capita l on business on 
which license is pa id is $1,000,000. The 
population in 1881 was 400. The r egistered 
vote of the city is now 5,127 against 304 in 
1883, and the popula tion of the city is at 

least 25,000. These figures speak Yolumes, 
and a re in th emsek es a complete r efutation 
of the story circula t ed a bout t h e time of 
·th e boom colla pse at several p oints in Vir
g inia that Roanoke was a lso on t h e decline. 
The figures quoted, supplem en ted by a v isit 
to t h e numerous indust.1ia l establishments, 
wholesale business houses, the banking 
houses a nd other tra de baromet ers, will 
demonstra t e t h a t the city was n ever in a 
more solid and prospe~·ous con dition than a t 
p r esen t . 

Within the past twelve mont h s over $1.-
100,000 h ave b een- invest ed in indu stria l 
pl ants on the lands of the W est R oanoke 
Land Compa n y , including an iron furna ce 
which turns out 200 tons of iron d a ily , and 
the Norwich Lock Company, which h as a 
ca pital of $400,000 a nd gives employment to 
400 p eop le. The Norfolk & W est ern road is 
now building a belt line a round the city on 
which other importa nt industries will b e 
located. One electric car line is in operation 
a nd a nother is b eing constructed . 

The a nnual amount now pa id the wage 
earners in Roa n oke is not less t h a n $4,000,-
000. The capital invested in ma nufacturing 
enterprises is $8,125,000 and in la nd compa
nies a bout. $ 11,000,000. Roa noke h as eight 
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b uil ding a nd Loan ossociations wi th a sub
scribed capital of $3,000,000. T he bankin"" 
capital amonts t o $2,000,000 a n d the ban k": 
ing instit utions a re a ll in a prosperous con 
d ition. The church p roperty is now valued 
a t ~400,000 a n d $200,000 addit ional is n ow 
being put in new churches. The public 
schools n ow have ovei· 1,500 pupils and hand
som e a n d commodio~s buildings have been 
erected. The Terry Building Co. h as just 
completed at a cost of $175,000 a magnifi
cent seven story stone and brick sti"tlcture 
to be used as bank in g and office building. 
It would r eflect credit on any city. Con
gress h as appropriated $75,000 for the erec
tion of a public building, and a site has been 
selected . Numerous buildings a re in pro
cess of construction in all parts of the city. 

F rom Danville Daily Register. 

The decennial celebration of Roanoke 
on Friday a nd Saturday last was possibly 
one of the most glorious events that will 
ever b e chroicled in her h istory. 

Militar y troops to t h e number of 3,000 
or more were encamped in the city and par
ticipated in the parade, sham battle, &c. ; 
1,500 men employed in the Roanoke Machine 



shops, uniformed, joined in the p rocession 
and presented an interesting spect acle ; 
ca dets from different colleges a n d institu
tioas of learning in the sta te number ed at 
least 500, formed a part of the militar y pomp 
a nd splendor. . 

Tb e two militar y companies of Danville 
were p r esent,!and added much t o the occa
sion by t h eir splendil1 a ppearance. T he 
Blues, under t h e immedia t e cha rge of Lieu
tenant P en n , were appla u ded a nd pra ised 
on every side . Captain G eorg e C . Ca b ell , 
Jr., was p u t in.charge of sever a l companies 
and had contr ol of a line in t h e procession. 

The Grays, und er the comruand of F irst 
Lieutenant J. P a ul T aylor, w ere never ove r
looked or neglect ed w h en pra ise was g iven 
for the gentlemanly ruanner in wh ich the 
men conducted themselves. The Danville 
Cornet ban d accompa nied the B lues and 
rendered t he sweetest of ruusic w hile 
making t h e t rip, a nd while in the city wer e 
alvtays r eady and in place to in spire a nd 
enthuse t he::soldier boys a s they marched 
throu gh t he heat and dust in the streets of 
the magic city. 

The sham battle which occurred at 6:30 
p . m . Saturday, w a s one of t h e most inter
esting featu r es of the occasion ; a nd fully 

15,000 m en, m om en and children, r esidents 
a nd v isitor s wer e on the grounds to ch eer 
the victorious companies as t h ey m ar ch ed 
p ast. 

On "Friday evenin g t he g ra n d concer t 
w a s given , i n which music by the most cul
t u red musicia n s was list en ed t o by a n au di
ence of 10,000. 

T h e second day of t h e decennia l cele
bra tion began this morn ing at 9 o 'clock with 
a chime of t h e city b e lls ; t h en the p arade 
w as formed w ith the b ead of t h e column 
resting on south J efferson street. At 11 
o'clock it moved for ward a lon g the lines 
m a rked out for i t s p rogr ess. T h e m ercha n ts 
a nd m a nufa cturer s h a d over seventy-five 
fl.oat s, and other a vocations were well r ep-

. r esented ; more t h a n 2,000 sold iers, four ar
t illery compa nies, n in e full b rass b a nds, four 
dru m cor p s, six or eight secret orders, fire 
department a,n d many oth er a t t r active fea
tures com posed the g rand para de , which 
was two miles Jong and r equired an h ou r 
and fifteen minutes t o pass . The evening 
program was equally inter esting. 

F ro m Spirit of Jefferson, Charles tow n, W . Va. 

ROANOKE'S B I G C ELEBRA TION.-We 

last week made our fi r st v isit to Roanoke, 
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Va. , t h e occasion being t he decennia l cele
b ration of tha t m agic inland city, which 
t ook place on Friday a nd Saturday. 

The celebration w as op ened Friday 
evening with a gr a n d free con cer t a nd other 
exer cises in the Sam J ones t abernacle, a n 
immen se buildin g capable of seating 5,000 
wh ich was well filled until the close- a fter 
eleven o'clock . The open ing pra yer w as 
made by R ev. Dr . W . C. Campbell , the 
historical a d d ress by Col. J ohn E. Penn a nd 
t h e oration by Gen . H. Kyd Douglass. The 
h istorian ·gave a n inter est ing sk etch of the 
early days of Roanoke, when the Shen a n
doah Valley ra il roa d t en years ago tapp ed 
t h e N orfolk and W est ern at. wha t was t h en 
Big Lick, a q uiet village of fo ur or fi ve h un
dred in h a bitants, folio-win g w ith da t a show 
ing the g ra nd a nd ra pid gr owth of the cit y 
sin ce t h a t time. The address of Gen. 
Doug~ass was r eplete with humor, good sense 
and mforma tion, complimenta ry to the 
great a nd growing city a nd h er @ od p eople . 

'.1'he para de on Sa turda y was a g ra nd 
affau , a n d grea tl y exceeded o ur m ost san
gu in e expectations . Ther e wer e in line 
abou t fifteen b undred militia , including the 
1st, 2nd a nd 4th Virginia r egime nt s, V. M. 
I. cadets, Black sburg cad et s, and compa-



nies from Winston, N. C., a nd H agerstown , 
Md. Some ·eleven bands of music enlivened 
-the route of procession . The R oanoke 
Machine ·works turned out e leven hundred 
"Uniformed men with their own excellent 
band a t the h ead of the column. The 
trades ' display w as a magnificent one, and 
would h ave done credit to a city of much 
older a ud larger growth. A base ball game· 
and sham battle enlivened the afternoon, 
.and were witnessed by an immense throng. 
At night the celebration was brought to a 
·close with a firemen' s parade a nd pyrotech
nic display. 

The growth of Roa noke in the short 
·space of ten years ha.s b een marvelous. 
The population h as increased from four or 
five hundred to some twenty or twenty-five 
thousand. and from a contracted area in 
1882 it now covers several square miles, 
many of its buildings b e ing of the most 
handsome and costly character. 

From Minin g j o urna l, Frostburg, Md. 

The old town of Big Lick, now Roa noke, 
Va., struck its biggest lick last Saturday. 

That was the day ten years ago when 
·.the Shenandoah Valley ra ilroad linked st eel 

with the Norfolk & ·western system at t hat 
place. 

That was the day, t oo, when the first 
passenger train over the former line reached 
Roanoke. 

The observance of the occasion began 
on Friday, as the crowd began to g-row in 
density-a crowd at first content to v iew 
wit h curious delig·ht the r ed , white and blue 
drapery wh.ich embellish ed the extempor
ized arch, the lofty edifice, elegant residence 
and sh apely cottage. 

At night Sam Jones' tabernacle-an 
indoor campm eeting ground of over 5,000 
seats-was filled by a brillia nt assemblage, 
including a tra ined chorus of 200 voices. 
The musical equipment beside comprised 
two bands, piano and anvil accompaniment. 
The choruses were the sonorous outpour
ings of m elody. 

The Journal enjoyed the honor of guest
hood of the executive committee and sat a 
few feet from the real hero of the occasion, 
F . J. Kimball, of Philadelphia, P a ., presi
dent of t h e Norfolk and W estern r a ilroad 
company. 

Saturday opened w a rm and sultry, but 
at an early hour the country people began 
coming in. By 9 o'clock, the hour at which 
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the g reat combination military and tra des' 
procession was to star t, everybody was 
there. 

At last the line, over three miles long, 
began to move. First came 185 Lexington 
cadets, clean, white and new young fellows, 
marching with the utmost rythmic precis
ion . Then came other soldiers, abou t two 
strong regiments in a ll , and these were 
supplemented by tbe-1,100 employes of the 
Roanoke Machine Works uniformed and 
drilled for this occasion. 

Ind u e time the trades' display followed. 
The samples of Roanoke manufactm·e 
shown w ere equal to those of the best in 
vetera n seats of mechanical handiwork. 
Their number and diversity are too great 
for mention here. 

For the most part the line moved too 
rapidl y. It was exactly an_;hour passing a 
given point. 

At 6 o'clock p. m . the sham~battle came 
off. Apparently there were about 2,000 men 
and 8 pieces of artiller y engaged. The 
scene was quite realistic. As usual, the 
"accursed invader" was driven back and 
the "Battle of Roanoke" was over. 

In its proper place the Journal omitted 
to mention the display made by the South-



west Virginia Improvement Company- a . 
cube of coal whose title was personified hy 
a young lady attired as "Pocahontas"--:--a 
type of t he grea t est factor in the material 
development of Southwest Vtrginia in par
ticular and the State in genera l ! 

The circ ula r accompanying t his d isplay 
further says : This ·block of coa l was quar
ried out of the solid vein, one m ile from the 
outcrop and 500 feet under the mountain 
top. * ·:f * * * 

This is the largest single b lock of semi
b ituminous coal ever ta.ken out of a drift 
mine in the United States. It is a cube 
whose sides are 4t feet, contains over \11 
cubic feet, 3~ cubic yards, weighs 7,000 lbs. , 
or 3-1. net tons. . 

All day and night Thursday and Frid~y 
the Norfolk and Western system poured its 
heavy loads of humanity into the city, and 
all of SatUTday, Sunday and Monda;:- day 
and nio-ht-·it took them away without 
bustle jostle hitch or accident. Under the 
circu~stanc~s it was a task of onerous 
magnitude performed with phenomenal 
success . 

From The D~ily Sentinel, Winston, N. C. 

Roanoke's decennial celebration last 

Friday and Saturday was a great success. 
What would h ave been in most cities of her 
size the centenial celebration, was with the 
Magic City only h er tenth birthday party. 

The Forsyth Riflemen returned yester
day somewh a t ·fatigued but jubilant over 
their trip to Roanoke. They term t.h e decen 
nia l celebra tion a m agnificent and success
ful event. It is estimated that <tt least fifty 
thousand visi tors were in a t tendance Satur
day. The Riflemen p articipated in a three 
hours' march. The Winston compa n y bad 
49 men in line, the same b eing the largest 
number of any company there. 

F rom the Buena Vista Advocate. 

If in t en years Roanoke has accom
plished such great progress as h er steady 
m a rch forward demonstra t ed in h er decen
nial celebration last week, who shall cast 
the horoscope that lim its her bounding 
movem ents in the m atchless gra ndeur that 
styled her the " Magic City" of the " Mother 
of States." Such a celebration, according 
to 1'he 1'imes of that city, a nd con curred in 
by all who witnessed it , in a ll its p eculi a r 
and popular characteristics, is without a 
parallel in all our h istory. The cit izen sol-· 

d iery from many cities and towns. and the 
splendid corps of cadeti:: of the Virginia 
Military Institute, at long interval s in t h a t 
long moving column displaying in hundreds 
of devices and styles of h a ndicraft and com
mercia l distinction the attainments in a ll 
progress of the you ng city of twenty-five 
.thousand people, made a specta d e upon 
which the thousands of b eholder s feasted 
their eyes and delighted their h earts. 

Only ten years ago the Shenandoah 
Valley. r a ilroad quietly and more in drea m
like tha n as the moving fi gure in inaugu 
r a ting the grandest material development 
that ever threw its b eam s of light acroRs 
Virginia , planted its southern terminus a t 
the little hamlet of "Big Lick , that justly 
boast ed of its good neighborhood commerce 
and its solid population of genuine worth 
of only four hundred people. Att.ractive 
and attracting upon its entry into the val
ley of the Southwest n ear ly three thousand 
miles of old a nd new ra ilroads are ringing 
out immense growth a nd rich realiza tion 
for. Virginia . Millions upon m illions of 
money have been p laced in the State and 
the m~ghty moving forces of development 
of la tent wealth are t elling a n ew story 
a nd making a new history for our p eople. 

J 



Roanoke, spinging from the little h a m
let, presents the "Magic City" as the first 
representative of new life. 

Roanoke is entitled to the full measure 
of her great accomplishmentf:I, and is gliding 
in full sail upon tbe current that leads to 
the highest worth and to that large and di
versified prosperity which makes her the 
exemplar in her people and in her enter
prises of all who would aspire to achieve 
the same r esults. Buena Vista extends h er 
sincere and warmest congratulations to the 
"Mag ic City" of the State. 

From the Richmond State. 

Roanoke, Va., bas a right to cele
brate her tenth anniversary. She began 
before the \lays of _ booms, and h e r phe
nomena l and solid growth h as in no way 
been dependent on them. She went in a 
business way about h er task of making a 
city, and by legitimate a nd strong methods 
not only advertised h er good points but 
was able to prove that they wer e good 
points. 

From Shenandoah Valley, New Market, Va., June 23rd. 

From a '' Big Lick " came wonders. 
How a ll has been accomplished is difficult 
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to explain. The fact still remain s, that out 
of Big Lick has been evolved Roanoke, Va. 
-the wonder of the South. 

Many suffering the discomfitures of a 
melting June sun were wondering why 
Roanoke's decennia l could not have come 
"sooner or later," when there would have 
been more tolerable weather; but t he infant 
was not so born. To be orthodox, birth
days must b e celebrated at the proper 
d ates-"rain or shine," "hot or cold." 

Roanoke's decennial proper took place 
on the 19th. Its magnitude and success are 
almost as a stounding as the growth and 
prosp erity of the city. 

Decoration s, life, ~nimation, joy, good
will and happiness pervaded the entire city. 
All felt they had something to celebrate 
and were proud of it-entering into the 
spirit of the occasion with a vim that was 
contagious. The stranger vied w ith the 
native celebrating an event in which e>ery 
Virginian elt a n interest a nd pride: · 

On Friday night the ceremoriies were 
formally opened a t the Jefferson street t ab
e rnacle. The vast audience of fully 7,000 
persons were treated to a concert worthy 
of any city. The music was furn ish ed by 
the Roa noke Machine Works band a nd the 
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J. O. U. A. Mechanics band. Their i·endi
tion of selections from Mozart Weber Han
del, Rossini, Gounod and ' other 

1

noted 
authors, was of a high order and called for 
many encores. 

Saturday was the big day and was ush
ered in by the booming of cannon early in 
the morning. Soon all was a~tir. Roan
oke's 25,000 people turned out to greet its 
15,000 1usitors, and their greetings were 
warm and their hospitality unbounded. 

The procession"was several miles long, 
and was composed of the First, Second, and 
Fourth Virginia regiments ; Virginia Mili
tary Institute, Blacksburg, Winston-Salem, 
L y n chburg, Danville and Hagerstown ca
dets, and other military organizations, 
numbering about 1,300, under the charge of 
Gen. Chas. J. Anderson; firemen; Knights 
of P ythias; 1,000 men (uniformed) belong
ing to the Roanoke Machine Works; a doz
en or more bands and fife and drum corps; 
floats gayly caparisoned, representing the 
variouEO trades and industries of Roanoke. 
On one of the fl.oats was the largest solid 
piece of bituminous coal ever mined in the 
United States. It is a cube, the sides of 
which are 4t feet each, and was found in 
Pocahontas mine a mile from the entrance 
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of the shaft. The trades' display could not 
have been more creditable, and it indicated 
that Roanoke had something more than 
talk to sustain it. 

During the evening b. sh am battle took 
place beyond the city limits a nd was wit
nessed by 25,000 per sons congregated on the 

· hill-tops . The booming of canuon, the 
rapid firi ng of musketry, the gleaming of 
bayonets, the flashing of sabr es, t h f- char ges 
and counter charges, and the c eering 
of troops and spectators, made a scene of 
intense interest not often witnessed in 
these days of peace and prosperity. 

Roanoke has three r ailroads- N. & W., 
from Nor folk to Bristol; Shenandoah Val
ley, from Hagerstown to Roanoke, a nd 
Roanoke & Souther n , from Roanoke to 
Winston-Salem, N . C., and the ir connec
tions; dummy linee to Salem and Vinton; 
about 25 factories, giving employment to 
some 2,000 bands,- the largest being the 
Roanoke Machine Works, employing fully 
1,000 persons; electric street cars; fine wa
ter works; a splendid fire department ; 
opera house; court-house, jail, 14 churches, 
schools, four daily newspapers, etc.; the 
Terry building, nine stories high, for offices, 
etc. There are nine hotels- the Hotel Roan-

oke and Hotel Ponce d e Leon b eing the most 
noted. The Hotel Roanoke is unsurpassed 
in the State for its beauty, convenience and 
appointments, with the most attractive 
grounds and surroundings. 

Many of the residences a re well and at
tractively built, with ample grounds, away 
trom the business centre of the city-the 
tendency being to "flee to the bills." 

One of the leading fea tures in this city 
is its banks. which have b a d sufficient 
means to tide over business m en in times 
of financial depression. One of them, the 
First National Bank, bas a capital of 100,-
000, and a surplus of $100,000, and although 
no interest is p aid, it has a very la rge line 
of depositors. Or: la;t Friday, $102,000 were 
deposited on check account, (not emtn·acing 
the d eposits of other banks) and th e amount 
paid out on that day was $103,000-mostly 
on the pa-y-rolls of the various corporations 
of tlie city, and did not include a mounts 

· remitted to other b a nks-maktng a cash 
transaction of over $205,000 in one day. 

The transactions of this and other 
banks indicate the volume of business done 
by this city. 

The indications are that this city will 
continue to gradually grow. Buying and 
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selling lots and buikling houi;es do not make 
continued prosperity. P eople and some
thing for them to do, at fair wages, are 
n ecessary to the p e rma.neIJt g rowth and 
prosperity of auy place. Roa noke has lived 
through the boom, (though many say it 
never was a boom town) and bu s iness de
pressions, and now h as about 2,000 mPchan
ics actively at work, a t wages averaging 
about $2.00 p e r day. Buildings a re going 
up, and rents for dwelling housPs are much 

· lessthanformerly, which will havethe ejfect 
of inducing more p eople to locate in Roan
oke, as rent s h eretofore have been excessive . 

Conservative m en say the indications 
are that now is a good t.ime to make pur
chases in desirable loca li ties; that the pres
ent industries will continue, a nd new ones 
are likely to come here. Th er e is a better 
fina n cial feeling in Roa noke now than a 
year ago. While property is not as high as 
it was, those who make purchases feel 
secure , and there will be no deprecia
tion, but rather g radual advances, and 
there is d em a nd for property from renters 
of moderate m eans. 

From the Rockbridge Coun ty News. 

As advertised, Roa noke city celebrated 



the tenth anniversary of her existence on 
last Friday and Saturday. The parade and 
disp lay were in full keeping wHh that city's 
enterprise and progress. The most striking 
feature of the affair was the trade display, 
which showed hn wealt.h and the great se
cret of her success. It was estimated that 
there were 15,000 visitors present. Every
thing went off smoothly and in order, and 
our former citizen, Captain Henri Davin, is 
given great credit for his share in. arrang
ing and conducting t.he procession and mak
ing the occasion a success. There is no q ues
tion but that Roanoke is a prodigy of 
growth , and this celebration fully proves 
it, and her people richly deserve the encom
iums that have heen showered upon the 
city for this sp lendid exhibition. 

From the Lynchburg News. 

ROANOKE, VA., June 19.-The second day 
of the decennial celebration began this 
morning at 9 o'clock with a chime of the 
city bells; then the parade was formed with 
the head of the column resting on South 
Jefferson street. At 11 o 'clock it moved for
ward along the line marked out for its pro
gress. The m e rchants and manufacturers 
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had over seventy five floats, and other avo
cations were well represented, more than 
two thousand soldiers, four artillery com
panies, nine full brass bands, four drum 
corps, six or eight secret orders, fire depart
ment and many other attractive features 
composing the grand parade, which was 
two miles long and required an hour and 
fifteen minutes to pass. The evening pro
gra;n was equally interesting. 

From the Bristol News. 

After having enjoyed the hospitalities 
of the fail- city of R!Janoke-the "Magic 
City'' of the South-for two or three days, 
it is hardly to be expected that an editor 
can find words to express his admiration of 
the manner in which the people entertain, 
as well as the grand scale on which the de
cennial celebration was conducted. To say 
it was a great success is putting it in a very 
tame way. It probably surpassed anything 
of the kind ever held in the State. The 
rapidity with which Roanoke has risen 
from a wa yside station, ten years ago, to a 
city of 25,000 inhabitants, with her furnaces, 
great workshops and industrial plants is 
truly marvelous. It is almost impossible to 
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make the stranger believe that all this bas 
been accomplished within such a short 
period. It but demonstrates what can be 
accomplished by united effort and concert 
of action. 

Last Sat-urday was the grandest and 
most glorious day in the history of the 
"Magic City, " and well may her citizens 
fe~l proud of the manner in which every
thmg passed off. The city was beautifully 
decorated throug hout. The day was ush-

. ered in with the boom of cannon, the chim
ing of bells and the soul stirring strains 
from numerous bands. The soldiery in their 
bright and attractive uniforms, the gleam 
of musketry, flashing swords and roll of 
drums gave a military aspect to the o-ala 
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occas10n . Fully 20,000 visitors were in the 
city, and with all the j a m and bustle of t h e 
great mass of people p erfect ord er r eigned. 
The parade was g ra nd beyond d escription. 
It was led by over 1,600 military, followed 
by the trades' display, making a line five 
miles in length. The fl.oats were gotten up 
in attractive styles, without r egard t o ex
p e nse, it seemed. A feature tha t a ttracted 
everybody was the display of the R oanoke 
Machine Works: 1, 100 of the 1,500 emp loyes 
were in line, uniformed , a nd led by the 
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Machine Works band, the finest in the 
State. 

The Poca hontas Coal Company ex
hibited on a float the largest solid lump of 
bituminous coal ever mined in America. It 
was a perfect cube, and weighed 8,700 
pounds. On the top was a living represen
tation of Pocahontas, and stationed around 
the body were severa l miners, in their every 
day costumes, with lamps a.nd tools. Col
umn after column could be writte11 on what 
was seen and done,-the musical concert 
Friday night in the tabernacle, witnessed 
by over 5,000 people; the sham battle Satur
day afterno<;>n, the fireworks Saturday 
night, the blocks of buildings recently 
erected, and in course of erection, a nd 
ma ny other things that are worthy of spe
cial mention, but we must desist. All praise 
to the " Magic City" and her progressive 
citizens. Bristol may well take pattern after 
t he way they do things, especially the man
ner in which they pull together . 

It t akes a big pay-roll to make a big 
town ; and that' s what's thb matter with 
Roanoke. When one pla nt can put 1,100 
men in a parade the conviction is engraven 
on the mind of the spectators that that 
town is going t o get t h ere . 

From the Henry County Bulletin. 

When we go tn press the echoes from 
the decennial celebration of the " Magic 
City " will have rolled so far that our words 
of praise will swell but fa intly the trium
pha nt song with which her many-throated 
industrial enterprises granted those who, 
on the occasion, went to gaze upon her all
enthusiastic face and bid her godspeed. 

That the celebration itself was a dedded 
succeos is a thing of comparatively small 
moment. which executive committees, brass 
bands, quick-witted a dvertisers, cheap r~il
roa d fare and military pomp and pride 
might h ave accomplish ed for m a ny a less 
pretentious town; but that the city stood 
in that smiling valley, touched to busy life 
in a single decade by the genius of la bor, 
was a fact that r eceived more admiration 
than the artful desigD of a dvertising floats; 
mor~nthusiasm than the fl.ash and roar of 
battle, and more inspiring a nd intoxicating 
thought than the bea uty of fair women or 
the strains of soulful music. 

That this noble young city of the Old 
D ominion may go on to n ew and g ra nder 
industrial v ictories, is the sincere wish of 
every patriotic Virginian-and the h earty 
way in which the people of sister towns and 
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cities crowded into her gates to extend a 
congratulatory band, shows that no riva l
ries, real or imaginary, stinted the g rip of 
honor, to whom honor is so richly due. 

From the Bedford Index . 

The greatest event of the kind that has 
ever occurred in the State took place in 
Roanoke Saturday, b eing the celebration of 
the city's t enth birthday. 

· Initiatory work with minor a ttractions, 
su ch as racing, baseba ll, etc., took place 
Friday. Friday night the.grand d ecennial 
concert took place in the Jones' tabernacle, 
5,000 people being present; a chorus of 250 
voices, an orchestra of 16 pieces, the Roa n
oke Machine Works b a nd of 30 pieces, the 
J. 0. M. band of 18 pieces, besides soloist s 
of high ra nk, all of which was home talent. 
To say that the concert was a success would 
not b e doing it justice. It was grand, and 
shows what Roa noke can do in the musical 
line. 

W e will not attempt to g ive a ny descrip
tion of the pa ra d e which took place Satur
day. All who saw it were loud in praise. 
It was over two miles in length and required 
a n hour to pass a give n point. Military 
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from a ll pa rts of the State participated 
floats rep resent ing the differ en t busines~ 
enter p ri ses of the .city were in line, nine 
brass ba nds gave hfe t o the occasion, biey
clist s, tra d esmen in uniform, firemen a nd 
others h elped to swell the number a nd 
llia k e a g ra nd display. Undoubt edly the 
most prominent feature of the pa ra d e a nd 
tha t which crea ted the most comment was 
the 1,500 employes of the m achine works, 
h ead ed by their own superb band. 

As a genera l thing when cities a nd 
towns get up ·a thing of this kind the object 
seems to be t o get the p eople t o cong regat e 
and then let them shift for them se lves, or 
do wha t is possible to get wha t money t h ey 
have. vVha t a pleasant cont-rast wa s ex
p erienced in Roa noke Saturday . Ice wat er 
in huge ba rrels wa s found at every corner 
to a llay the thirst cau sed by the b eat . Every 
courtesy was shown visitors, a nd priva te 
houses were thrown open to receive those 
who could not obta in accommoda tions at 
the hotels . B esides, there was no disposition 
to cha rge higher than the u sua l prices, just 
b eca u se the p eople b a d t h e money to spend, 

The crowd, which was enormous, was 
thoroughly good humored a nd every body 
w as there for a good time. 
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k e is certa inly deserving of great 
Roano . h " h b 1 . the manner in w ic s e ce e b ra -

cred1 t for · h · . t t h b irthday, a nd er name is on 
t ed this en . . . 

d Of ton "'u es m p1 a 1se t o-day. 
thousa n s "' 

From t he Norfolk Public Ledger. 

The citizens of Roan~ke ~re t o-day en-
d · celebra tion which 1llu~trates the 

g~gte . ID oaf p ea ce . Ten year s ag0 the place 
vic on es . 
wa s b u t a srua ll v illage, bdut.tcap1tal and 

k
.11 n bined h a ve cause I s mdustries 

s 1 COi I t · t . t ltipl v a nd its popu a 10n o m cr ease 
.o ~~t is ~ow kno wn throughout t he coun-

un .. , t 
try as one of Vi.r~1n1a s mos p:osp erou s 
a nd progressive mties. The P u blic L edger 
expresses the wish t h a t the future g rowt h 
of this " .Magic City of the Southwest " 
m a y b e a s r a pid a nd substa ntia l as its past 

h a s b een. 
The victories of p eace w er e forcibly 

illustra t ed in the Roa noke celebra tion last 
Sa turday b y tha t port ion of the line of p a 
rade in which were seen 1,100 m en who a r e 
employed in one est a blishmen t-The Roa n
oke Machine Works. Their skill a nd indus
try h a ve contributed la rgely to the u p b uild
ing of the " Magic City of t h e Sout h
west ." 
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• From the Norfolk Landmark. 

. To-day w ill be a m emorable one in t h e 
history of R 1_ H . oano ,,_e . er great decenmal 
celebration closed t his evening in a b la ze of 
glor y . _Early this morning the streets were 
fille~ with m arching soldiers, ba nds of 
music a nd business fl.oat s . It was 10 o' clock 
when the procession moved. T he parade 
w.a~ proba bly t h e longest ever h eld in Vir 
g1ma, full y 7000 men were in line and n inety 
floa t s. The pa rade wa s reviewed by ex
G;overnor Fitzhugh Lee a nd ot.her dlstin
guisbed gentlemen . The weather was ex
trem ely warm but n o caim alties occu rred. 
T o-night seven t h ousand pounds of fire
works w ere set off, a nd t h e outgoing t ra ins 
were loa ded with people r eturning t o their 
homes. It is estima ted tha t over 15,000 
strangers w ere in the city to-day. 

From the Valley V irg in ian . 

The city of Roanoke r ecently celebrated 
the t enth a nniversar y of her nat ivity. T he 
occasion called for t h a civic and military 
display highly cr ed itable a nd enter taining. 
W e d o not bla m e Roanoke for rejoicing. 
She h as m u ch t o be p roud of. H er achieve
m ents of a d eca d e a r e m arvelous, and the 



p romise of her future is a s m u ch calcul a ted 
to produce a feeling of satisfaction in her 
citizens. Those wh o look ed upon the site 
of the cit y ten years ago, a nd n ow beh old 
t he fruit of a busy decad e are a lon e pre
pared t o understand what persevering en
erg y m a y accomplish. We congratula te 
t h ose w ho, with unshaken faith a nd untir
ing effor ts, h ave stood by h er in evil as in 
good report a nd made of Roa noke what she 
is. T h ere's a lesson in it to t he people of 
our town. If R oanoke h as accomplished so 
m u ch, what may we expect of Clifton Forge 
in ten years . A proper u se o f the adva n
tages we have would insure the rea lization 
of the dreams of the most v isiona r y . 

From the Fincastle H erald . 

Roanoke's decennial celebra t ion, wh ich 
took place last Friday a nd Sa turday, was a 
splendid success. The y oung city may not 
only be appropriately called the " Ma gic 
City" from its rapid growth, but this may b e 
applied t o it on account of the p u sh and 
v im w ith w hich it s guidin g spirits enter 
into an enter pr ise that they decide u pon. 
When it was announced a short t ime ago 
that Roanoke int ended to celebrate its 

t enth a nniversa ry, it was not dreamed that 
she would m a ke such a sig nal su ccess of it, 
a nd h er efforts would result in one of the 
biggest displa ys of t h e kind ever seen in 
Virginia, but such was t h e case. H er people 
wer e equa l to the occasion, a nd the thou
sands of visitor s who flock ed there to pa r
ticipat e in a nd witness the d emonstra tion, 
lef t wi th t h e m ost favora ble imp ress ion of 

. the "Magic City. " 
Sa turda y was the principa l day of the 

celebra t ion, ancl the parade a nd sham bat
tl e were th e prin cip al events of the day.
T he para d e wai; a magnificent one a nd 
spok e volumes for the en ergy a nd public 
spirit which characterize t h e merch a n ts a n cl 
b usiness m en of Roanoke. 

While the trade review wit h its u niqu e 
a n d tast efu ll y gotten u p floa t s astonish ed 
the visitors, t h e contingent from th e m a 
chine shops, n u mbering 1,100 m en , wa s a 
d istinctive feature, and could not fail to 
impress one with the solid ity and perma
n ency of Roan oke 's industria l li fe . 

Th e "Ma gic City " has sco red anoth er 
triu mph a ud add ed a dditiona l evidence of 
the enterprise of h er citizens. May sh e ex 
p a nd and g row until sh e reach es met ropoli
tan proportions . 
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From the Franklin Times. 

The decennia l celebra tion of Roa noke 
was a grea t succes~. The trades displa y, 
soldier y a nd fireworks a dded no little to the 
a ttractiveness of the occa sion. The m a 
chine shop for ce, to the number of fifteen 
hundred people, participa t ed in the p a ra d e. 
Not less tha n t en thousand witnessed the 
procession. 

The sh a m battle which took place about 
7 o'clock Saturday evening , eclipsed ever y
t h ing in interest, a ttracting full y fi fteen 
thou sand spect a tors. 

1t would not surprise u s if Roa n.ok e 
were one of these days to become t h e S ta t e' s 
capital, a nd t h e t own of Ro~ky Moun t a n 
active, busy, b ustling litt le city. Stra n ger 
t h ings h a ve often h a p pened . T en year s 
ago the population of Roanoke was not as 
la rge as tha t of Rock y Mount to-da y. 

Much, however , depends u pon the en
ergy a nd enterprise of their citizens. 

F rom the Fred erick sburg Free La nce. 

Roanoke's d ecen n ia l celebra tion opened 
last Friday . The city was crowded with 
visitors. Every business h ou se in tli.e city 
was gaily ·d ecorated, a nd a large number of 
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private residen ces a lso. There were base
ball games, horse races, milita r y drills, etc. 
A grand concert was given Friday ni o-b t 
t h ere be ing t wo hundred a nd fif ty voi ce~ i~ 
the ch orus. Saturday t h ere was a gra nd 
pa rade with t en thousand m en in line. The 
float s a lone were two mil es lon g . Tha t 
evening there was a sha m ba t t le a nd a t 
night a gra nd di splay of firework s. 

Roanoke never does a nything by h alves. 
Her people a re thoroughbreds a nd dist a nce 
n or track ever count against t h em wh en 
they enter a race to win a ppla use for their 
young city. 

D olla rs a re counted on ly as they a id to 
develop a nd increase their city's prosperi ty. 

W e k now of no city in the State whose 
p eople h ave bee n as liberal in the expendi
ture of private a nd public funds to ma k e 
their city grow, and the beauty of it is every 
doll a r expended bas brought a r eturn two
fold t o the public welfare. 

Roa noke bas the b est wishes of the 
L ance for i ts continued prosperi ty. 

·- ·-

.· f mation of the line of Darade was taken 
The follow ing or k T imes" and" Even ing World ." 

from n The Roano e 
1st DIVISION. 

ad of 10 Mounted Police. 
Chief a;!:i~arsbal and Aids: . 

t ive committee , City Officia ls 
Decenni~l ~xec~ bed Gues ts in carria ges. 

and distingu.Ans derson and" Staff. 
Gen . d 13 . . .M·llitarY Inst itute Ban , pie ces. 

Virgmla VIM. I. Ca dets, 200 men. 

V · Fife and Drum Corps, 10 pieces . 
2nd Regt. a . 400 .. 2nd Regt. va. volunteers, men. 

Floats. 

Pocahontas Coal co. ; Virginia Brewing Co.; 
Roanoke Cold storage Co:; Crozer Iron Co.; 
Roanoke Sanitary Plumbmg Co. 

-Total, 8 floats. 

2nd DIVISION. 
Marshal and Aids. 

Richmond Blues Band, 15 pieces . 
Richmond L. I. Blues, 50 men. 

Norfolk Battery, 42 men and 8 guns. 
A. & M. Cadets and Drum Corps, 60 men . 
Roanoke Ma.chine Works Band, 30 pieces. 

1,100 Uniformed employes of R . M. Works. 

J I 

F · h Floats. 
is burne Toba cco 

Co ; Beu Print· F a ct ory ; Roa noke Milling 
Works ; Roano~g Co.; H a mmon d 's Printin g 
oke Min eral W e P a per Box Fact ory; Roa n· 
dry ; Carr's Bo~ol Co.; Roa noke St eam La un
Priddy & Dun! li~g. Works , Eng leby Bros.; 
Mulcare . R a pk, .I! uqua & McMillan: J. E. 

' oano e Iron Cornice Co. 
Uniform K . -Tota l, 14 fl.oats. 

nights of P ythia s, mounted , 60 m en. 

3rd D I V IS I ON . 
Marsha l and Aids. 

4.th R egt. Ba nd, 18 p ieces. 
4 th Regt. Va.. Volunteers, 300 men. 

Portsmout h Battery, 40 men and 8 guns. 
Floats. 

Brugh 81'. Meadows; C. J. West ; D. L . Solomon ; 
A . P1ck!n ;. Copper & Stone; Jennin g s & 
Body ; .l boma s & Burns; Joseph Cohn ; N. 
Schlo~s ; H eironimus & Brug h ; Sny der & 
McBam; Enoch Bros. ; Hughes & Camp; w . 
C. Thomas. Tota l, 17 floats. 

Magic City Enca mpment; Elks a.nd o ther orders, 
150 men. 

4th D I V I S I ON. 
Marsha l a nd Aids. 

Hagerstown, Md., Band, 16 p ieces. 
Hagerstown L. I. Compa ny, 40 men. 



W inston , N. C. , Rifies, .49 men . 
Lynchburg Zouaves , 35 men. 

L ynchb urg H ome Guar d , 40 m en. 
Lynchburg Battery, 38 men and 8 guns. 

Da n ville Band, 15 p ieces . 
Danville·L . I. Blues, 40 m en . 

Danville Rifl..es, 37 men . 

F loa ts. 
Brown & Johns ton ; Evans & Bro . ; Nelson & 

My er s; M.L. Smith; J.Goldstein ; Webb& 
Ya ger; Workman & Co. ; Ber lin Auction 
House ; H. V Lineback; J . M . Tins le y & Son ; 
H u ff & Angell; W ill. A. Carr ; Roan o k e D a ily 
Times ; Singer Manufacturing Co. ; Huft', 
Andr ews & Thomas; J .M. Gam b ill & Co .; 
Hobbie Music Co. -Total, 17 floats . 

Junior Order of American Mech a n ics, 120 men-

5 t h DI VISION. 

Mar s h a l a nd Aids. 
1s t Regt. Ba nd, 2 1 piece s. 

1st R e gt. Va. Volu nte e r s, 350 men. 

Floats. 

Wm. Ricker s; Sk inker & Sims ; Roa n o ke A rch i
t ects; Sand s Transfer Co.; V irginia Brick Co.; 
Duv a l Engine Co. ; Nor wich Lock Co . ; Cush
man Ir on Co. -Total, 16 floats. 
M e ch a n ics o f a b ove companies , 300 m en . 

Two L od(;!"es I. 0 . O . F., 70 m en. 

61.'h DIVISION. 

Mar s h a l a nd A ids. 
P hillips' Roa nok e Ba n d , 18 p ieces. 

Chief and Assis t an ts R o a n o ke F ire D epa r t m e nt. 
Vigilant F ir e Co mpany, 4 0 m en , with S team 

F ire Engine, Hose R eel, H ook a nd L a dder 
Truck. 

Friends hip Fire Compan y, 60 men, w ith S team 
F ir e Engin e , a nd Hose Wag on . 

J u n ior F ir e Compan y, 30 men, with Hose Wag
on a nd R eel. 

Floats. 

Carpente r s and Builder s ; The City S tatistics; 
A d a m s E x press Compa ny ; T r ansp a r e nt Ice 
Compan y ; Real E state Agents; Cha d wick 
Tw o-Wheeler. 

-Total. 8 floats . 

F orty e x p ert W heelmen. 
Sever a l hundred calithumpia ns. 

In conclusion the E xecutive Committee take great pleasure in recommending the 

R oanoke Boarci of Trade to the readers and all others who wish further 

particulars in regard to the city, its trade ap.d industries, or any 

other information that may be required. 

H a mmond s Prin t ing Works, Roanokt: , Va. 

J 
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