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The City Pl nnning Commission was appointed (under a resol ution offered by Coun­
cilma n C . D. l?ox, ou r presen t l\fayor) by former l\Iayor Blair J . F ishburn, after a r epo rt 
had bl'cn made hy a Specinl Commillce composed of " ·· P. Hunter, Cily l\'Ia nager . 
Dr. George Il . L awson, H. L ee Lynn a nd D. D. H u ll , Jr. , which Com m ittee strong!.'· 
adYiscd the n,ppoint111ent of sud; a Commission, and nlso outlined t hC' duties and 
aut hority to be vested in it. 

The present City uuncil. with C. D. Fox as )layor. appointed a Z oning Com­
mission w ith t l1 c sam e personnel as t he Cit.'' Planning Com mission. " ·ith C ity l\Ianager 
'"· P . Ilnnter nnd Ci ty Enginrc-r C . L . " ·atkins as additional m em bers . T hese l\\·o 

Commissions h aYc be-en a cting jointl.'' · and ha,·c hel<l many meetings t hroughout the 
year. 

The Cit y Planning and Zoning Commissions ha Ye hecn chargeJ, in lht"' ir appoint ­
ment . wit h the preparation of a ComprehensiYC Plan fo r the city. The Commissions 
haYc undertaken enthusias tically th is task of maki ng a Compr<'hensfre Plan for t he 
C ity of H oanokc, 1onking to tlw fu t ure, a nd haxc tried lo ,·isualizc lhe coming needs t)f 

the cit y . This Plan has been wide in its scope. lt has aYo iclcd going into de tai l in m at­
ters which cannot be executed al t he presen t moment. bul is sugge-tiYe of the line uf 
deyclopment necessary lo guide fu ture action . The Comprehensin.· City Plan has b C'C'n 
made in tentionally elnst ic, so l ha L as l he coming years bring ah out differeJrt conditions , 
the spc<:ific method and means of securi ng improYcment~ may he adapted to meet llw 
cha nge of enYironment. The principles of city planning and t hC' gc.'nenll requirenH.'nts. 
howcYer, will remain. 

Tl 1e plans presen ted h~· lhc Cit~ · Pla nning C onsull nnl lun·e h<.·en apprm·c.·d and 
accep ted by t he Comm is ·ions . and an.' no\Y pre "<'ni<'d lwrewil h lo l h(' ( 'ounci l for 
act ion. The principa l r<·comnH'ndatiorn; of the City Plan a nd the Report a1·e made.' a 
parL lhNeof, nnd ou tline tlw fa'ld of nclivity pm·sued by t he C ity Planning Cnrnmis­
:::; ion during l lw past yea r. 

In presenting the Compreh<•11 s i,·e Pla n , \\·hich has bc.'C'n nffieia ll.'· aµprtW<'d h\" 1 lH' 
City P la nning and Zoning C'ommi~sion s, fo r adoption h~· ( ' ity Connc·il. we f<"el ju:-·;t ifie tl 



iu saving that the fundamenta1s on which the Comprehensive Plan is based arc sound, 
and ~hould appeal to Council and all t he citizens of our communiLy. 

In selecting John Nolen and his associares as the Cily Planning Engineers, y our 
Commissions felt that they were securing the serv i<;:es and advice of one of the most 
eminent City Planning Engineers in t his country, and it has had no reason to change 
its opinion. ' Ve believe iVIr. Nolen and his associates have given us a wonderful plan. 
or, as H enry G. Shirley, Chairman of the State Highway Commission, described iL, ' ·a. 
rnarYe1ous plan." ·Many others ha.ye been enthusiastic in expressing approval. 

In deve1oping these Plans, first considerntion has l>cen given to the proper arrange­
ment and location of new streets, highways, arterial thoroughfares, a,nd circ umferenlial 
streets or boulevards, and t he shortening of routes for t raffic and tra.n::;porta.tion, which 
"·ill make for greater efficiency and comfort to the cit izens of om comm uni Ly . 

A street and thoroughfare syslem is the bas is of a Comprehensive Plan. 
The City Plan prepared for Roanoke is composed of the following Plans : 

1. Comprehensive City Plan, which is t he general controlling and coord inaLing plan 
for all recommendations. 

~- .Niajor Streets and H ighways Plan, which in.dicates the proposed Lhoroughfare 
system. 

3. Parks and Recreation Areas Plan, which sets forlh l hc park and recreation system 
suggested for the city. 

4. Regional Plan, which incorporates the whole of R oanok(' County, uut lays sp ecial 
emphasjs on U1 e region within five miles of t he cily limi ts ot Roanoke. 

5. Zone Plan, which disl ricls the ciLy for the purpo:.;r of cont rolling the us<" of the 
land and type of huil<ling erecled thereon. 

The principal City Planning R ecommendations are i11eluded und<'r srn·ntcen ltt>ad­
ings, as shown on page fifteen of the Heport. 

A Comprehensive Plan does not deal with lhe details or specific projects, whelhcr iL 
be the design and conslruclion of a bridge or a building, t he exact area o r localion of a 
playground or a park, but in the handling of any of these p1·oj<"c ls the underlying prin­
ciplf's of the Plan should be adhered to as closely as possible. 

These P lans have nol been made simply as a guide for municipal d e,·<..•lopm e n l!j for 
one yea r, or for lr11 or L we11 l y years. 'I.'hey are intended to guide t he presenl generat ion, 
as well as generations to come. 'Ye cannot complel<> tJ1e development of our city in 
accord with the Plan by a ny immediate act or aclivity, l>ul Council ca 11 gi\'e it i111111t•­

diate efft>ct hy its approval and adoption. 
We feE>I that the adoption of the Plan, a nd the gradual can ying it into <.>ffcct, will 

mca11 morf' fo r the future of our cily and co111111unily 1 han uny ollwr single t hing Lha!. 
cou ld possihly ht> <lonf' for our community al Lliis Lime, a11d ::;uch adopliou should not. 
be df'layed unnecessarily. 

We )wlit->ve that the P lan llH-'ri ts Lil (' hcjarliest approval and rHLhusiaslic cocipNaliun 
of all om cit izf'ns in set'ing Lha L il is adopted aud cal'ried into effect iu an orderly way . 



The method of execution depends upon the fund s available from year to year 
to carry out t he improYemcnts of the Comprehensi\·e Program. Suggestions of the 
urgency of improvements a.nd their co::;t should be made to co,·er a period of fron1 ten 
to twenty years, so that there may always be a guide in hand for major improvements. 
The Plan has lhe ach ·antage of creating a n inst rument "·hich may be consul ted by 
eve1-yone concerned, \Yith the result that all persons and bodies ma;r think a nd talk in 
the same terms, to th e end that a. good understa nding may be arrfred at. I t is only by 
this concerted action t hat the community requirement::; for a city of t he size of Roanoke 
C'an be secured wil hout unnecessarily hjgh expenditure, and without duplicate expendi­
ture for imprnvements which are uncorrelated. 

It js urged t hat fol1owing the approval of the Pla n, an Ach-isory Finance Commission 
of representative citizens of outstanding abili ty and unques tionable integri ty be 
appointed, t o consider and recommend \Yays and m eans of carr~'ing in to effect t he 
City Plan over a period of years ample to cover such a comprehensive undertaking. 

The City Planning and Zoning Com missions early concurred in lhe vie"· that no 
adequate Zoning Hules and Hegula tions could be adopted until a Comprehensive J>lan 
a nd R eport provides for lhe principles which should con trol the Zoning Ordinance. 

Final a.cl.ion Ly tlte Commissions on t he Zoning Ordinance, which has been p repa red 
and is now being studied, will be taken at a later elate as a supplementary recommenda­
tion b.r lhe Commissions. 'I'he Zone :Map, howen•r, has been approved by t he Com­
rnis:sions, and the details of lhe Zoning Hules and Reg ulations wi11 be in accord thcrcwit h. 

The support g1vcn Lo the Cit~· Planning and Zoning Commissions has heen a.ppre­
ciatC'd, ancl the Comn1i:ssio11s ha ve f(>l! an increas ing interest in the duties as a result of 
lhe int erest a nd encouragcrnent given hy tlle Cit~· Counci l. 

C ity Co11ncil ltns aull1orized the 1\foyor to nppoi11t a Cil izens At.fri sory C'onnnis­
sio11 , and charged ii· \\"illt the preparation of a Lung-'I'errn Budget Progrnm, including 
provision for publ iC' improvements to be made during the t erm of years coYerNl by 
Lhe P1·o~rnrn , and the det<.'rrni11alion of means for finan cing each project. 

Your Colllrnissions wish to express due apprecjation lu the :Jlu ~·or und rnern hcrs of 
Couneil , a ud the othc·r rlt·pa r t n1 enls of the City Gon'rnmen l, for maki11g it po::;sihle 
fur R oanoke to h:we lhe Comprehensi\·e City and llegiomd P lan, and to our ci\·ic 
organization::;, a nd many of our citizens, men nnd women, for their kind word::; and 
encourngemenl during the period o f th<:' d<:·\·elopment of the Plan. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CITY PL . .\~~l:\C A~D ZO:\l:\<; CO~L\ll~SlO~S 

Eo\Y:\IW L. STOXE, ('/w ir llla11 

l\Iw;;. LLH'L\ N 11. Con:.E 

D. D. lI L'J,L, J H. 

" '- P. ll uNrr 1·: n, <'ily Mw1aycr 

C . SHELill" llXE SPINDLY.~ 
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FOREWORD 

T
\YE:'\TY-O~E ycal's ago a cil~' planning reporl wa mn.de l o Lhe Committee on 
C it~· I n1prnn·mcnt. en tilled '· Hemodding Hoanoke." The first paragraph of 
Llw t n·port read ns follows: 

·'The problem tlint confronts the people ol' R oanoke, in Lhc solulion of 
which you lta,·e asked m~· cooperation, is no less Lhan Lite remocJeling of the 
existing c:il.Y :rn<l lhc moulJing of the larger area, around it so that both ma~· 
liclLC'I' scrn: presenl and future generations. T he task is not an eas~· one. It 
i1wol\'CS an i11limate knowledge ot' the e\'olution of the presenL City or Rou­
nokc :111d as wise as possible a forecasting of its fulure; :i firm hold upon run­
d:1111c11Lal pl'inciples of city making gcnerall~r; an ncqunintancc with Lhe ex­
pcril.'11ee a11d actual achic\·cmeiits ol' o ther cilics, and a capacit.'· lo discrimi­
n:1le- I o selec:t from a number of possible courses of acl ion the one that is, all 
l11i11~s consi<lere<l, unquestionably best. ;\forcovcr. it dcmanJ::: imngina Lion, 
courage an<l public spiri t." 

'rl1e report slated l'mther that llonnoke \\"HS one of the first eities of rC'laliYely small 
populalion, the n onl.'' !30,000, lo plan fur it s fulurc in a busine s-like, comprehensin· 
111:11111er. 111 this il showcxl ils progressin~·ness. Hoanokc.• wa nwake lhen, as it is llO\\", 

and was in adn1 11ee ol' m osl eities of its class. The plans t hnl nccompanie<l t.he repol'l 
pruposc.·cl c:l1:111g<.'s i11 major streets and lhornughfare . in parks and parkwa~·::; and other 
t'('(' l'(.'tll ion grn11nds. and in proYis ion fur the business inleresls or the city. These plans. 
:rn liC'ipating ll1e ful m l', iueurpornted reg ional pl a1111ing. T he report had no legal au­
lhoril,\'. ll \\·as init ialed hy the C iYic Bettern1enl Club, of wliieh ~\lrs. Lueictn H . Cocke» 
a nw111lwr ol' the.· pn•sc.•nl City Planning Con11 nission, wi\s then Presitlenl. rn<ler lhal 

Club's i11itialin· a (•tmi millec was formed , uf whiC'h ~fr. ,J. Taylor Glenn·s \nt.s Lhe clrnir-
111a11. a nd .i\ l r. Eel ward L . Slone, Lite chail'ma11 of Lht· present. C ity Planning und Zoning 
Con1111issions. a 11H·111l>er. Allhougli lhc cil~· plans and 1·eporl made in 1907 h ad no legal 
sa nd io11 11or I ht• hnckin µ: of any public autJwril~· . thc·y t•xer('is<>d a \Yidl' influence upon 
pul1lil' o pinion. 'J'h l' d1id proput<a l.s ha\'e nen' t' bel'11 forg\>lle11 :ind ~u111<.' of llte n•c:o111-
l\H't1<l:tl ions or the l'l'lHH'l \\'(;'\'{_' ca rried out b;v llw cit y gonTnnu•nt. ll is q n itt' eYidt>11 I 
no\\' t hu l I he• Hoa11oke plans and report nf 1 H07 Wt'l'l' H head of the times. a nd um' 111ore 

i11d il'atio11 of lhl' hig l1 quality, p11hlic· spirit and l'rn·(•sigltkd1wss of Hoanoke's c:ilize11s. 

hol lt 111<.•11 and wonH'll. 

Tl1 <.· 11 1:1 i11 1·c·c·o111lllt'll clal ions of l he HW7 report werl' as follows: 
( I) The i111pm\·c111ent of I he <:ily plan b~· lhl' widt·11ing tit' .Jefferson :-;11·t•t•l 

a 111 I Ta;,,t•\\·eJI .\ ,-e1111<>, the ex lc11 ·ion of Pat lcrson . \ ,·cn ue. a ml l he opening up 
of aspm·t• of suilahlc sir.c 1111d agreeable proportion · :ti. I heir conj11ncti1111 . 

( •2) T he grou ping or ])Uh)ic and st•mi-publi<: buildings llll Jl'fl'l'l':o>llll :-;ti•t•el 
or i11 thl· m·i~lihorltood or :\l;trkel Square. 

(:!) The <lcYclop111enl of a mor~· rati1111al anangt' lllt'lll t1r «il.'' slred~ and the 
t•sl:1 hlisl>1>1t'nl of lhe lit>('S or lllain lhornughfares within ancl Wtlhuul till' rit~'. 

(-!- ) The preservalion of l he mos la \'aila bk :llld lica 11 ti ru I or th(• 11a l u ra I la11d­
sc:a pe l'calur<.'S of the m·ighburhood as a li;1,-; is l'or a s~·slt.•111 uf parks. purlnrn_y . .; 
and 1·esen·al ions, nml Lht'. t•onslrnl'lion ul' srn·lt pl:1n:ro1111ds as Hl'l' 11t1L•1bl. 
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I L would \Jr interes ting n.nd profilable to compare these recommendations with t hose 
of Lhc pre:;enL r<>porl. The cl1ief proposal of the 1907 plan, namely, the widening from 
sixty fed to 100 f.ed nf J cfferson Street and of Tazewell A ,·enue, and thr opening up of 
a public square at l he int crseclio11 of these lwo s treets is no longer considered practi­
cahlc'. The cost of such chaugrs twen ty years ago would ha Ye been relatin•l,\· s mall; to­
da,\' il is prnhihilive, and the loss to Hoanoke is incalculable. Forlunately. man.\· of the 
other proposals arc s till possible, all houg h the cost invoh·ed will be great l,\· increased. 

Inlcrcst abo at tac:hcs to the expansion of the city planning p1·oposals for the p resent 
report as compared with twent·y ,\'Cars ago. <:'specially the inclusion of important high­
\\'ay cnlrances lo Lhc cit,\·. the larger program for the public schools. including- the High 
School Athletic Field and Stadium , the holder recommendations fo r grade crossing 
eli111ina.lion nnd bridges. lhc pro,·isinn for lhe parking of automobiles, and the selection 
and den'lopmcnt of a s ite fo r an airport. F urthermore, allention should b e directed to 
the fact lktL Lhe Commission includes not only cily planning, but zoning. a s ubject un­
known in the United Sta les al the time when the fii·st Hoanoke c it y planning report was 
prepared . .:\[orc·oYer. the present planning program for R oanoke hn. be<'n undertaken, 
not hy a volunlary c it.r improvcna' nt committee. hut b~· the cily government itself , 
acting Lhrough an official Cily Planning and Zoning Commission. The cusl of tl1c work 
is to b e paid for by public appropria Lion, nnd the <'Xccution of the plans is in the hand 
of the mtmicipal authorities. l\iethods of financing the cost of nirious improvements 
endors<'cl from time t o time by the cit,\· gon·rnmcnt are t o be adopted. and there is a 
definite systc-m of public ndrninislration for following up the rC'cnmmendntion - of the 
present report. 

Fi naJI.'·, al Lent ion ma~· he d rn wn Lo t lw follo\\·ing parng rnph in l hC' H)()7 l'eport: 

''The prohlcm is lo Lake this nucleus as it is . remodel il so far as possible, 
nnd plan for its extension nlong sound lines, keeping alwa~·s in mind lhc li111 -
il ed size, I he peculiar situation, ;111d the unique resources or R oanoke. It C:l ll 

he firml.v bclic\'cd Lhal a conscrrnlin.'. wise, and ycl Yigorous polic.\· of cil,r 
clcvelopmc11 L, in tclligently applied lo Tit'"la nol.:~-, will j11s l if.r ii self in Lht> same 
way that a similar policy justifies itself in p1frate businC'.'ls." 

The ·amt' s lal<..'m<>nl wrn hear r epetition her<', and it has :i ecrlain furcc due lo th <' 
fact thnt it was trnc twC'nty-onc years ago. nnd is l'qually trm· lo-cln,\' · 

1L is with pkasur<' that W<' ncknowled~e at this 1ime the \\'hok-hearl<'cl support of 
Lhe c ity officials, the nctiYc nssis ta11c:c- of th<' City Planning and Zonin~ < 'ommi ·sions, 
Lhe cordial support of the nc,,·spapers an<l lhl' stimula.ti11g interesl of all citizens with 
wl1om we ha,.<' come in cont acl du ring l he period uf' the Ch·ic ~u n ·py and of the 1nepa­
ratio11 of lhc ( 'ily Plcrn of l 9'28. 

.Jo11~ ~<> LE .\'. 

(' i f.IJ p /a If II t'1'. 

D rrcmbcr 3 1, T!Jf!8. 
C.DIBBlOGE. ~l.\SS. 
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RO:\.l'\'OKE. YIRGI NIA 

PRINCIPAL PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE CITY PLAN 

1. T nonouoHFAf!B SYS'l'EJ~1. Dc,·clopmcnt and 
rnarking of rout.es. 

2. H1G11WA\' E~TRA~CES TO TUE CrrY. D <.'­
Yelopment or appropriate roul<'S. 

From Lhc East-Lynchhur~ R oad. 
From the North-Second Street, 1'-orlh­

enst, Ex tension. 

3 . .c\ mPOHT .• \ cquisition of siLc a11cl devclop-
111en l : 

Tcmpor:1ry Sile. 
Pcr111:111c11l Airport. 

'i. P uo L1c; Bu11.01Kas. Dc,·<.'lop111ent of CiYi<' 
Gro11 ps: 

Cit.r Jl all. 
_Federal Building nnd Posl Office. 
P ublic Library . 
.'\ l useurn. 
,\ ud it ori 111u. 

5. GnADE: C1<oss1No ELHllNATION l'1toGH.ut. 

G. R E<'lll·:ATION SYSTE~I. D eve lopment of 
grounds and 1w0,·iding recreation instmctio11. 

7. Sc11001,s. J)ell'rn1inalio11 of future site..;; and 
expan ion of presen t grounds. 

8. PAHK Sn;Tr.~r. Progrnrn of ln11d ucquisi­

tion and dcYclop11wn t. 

~>. AuTo:.1omLE P ARKI NG JN BusINEss D1s­

TRICT. Development of additional facilities to 
meet future needs. 

I O. Zmnxc. (Zoning Ordinance ""ill be in sep­
arate report.) 

11. AonsonY F11-<.\:>.'CE Cm1i\11:;;s10N. Appoint-
111cn t of citizens' group lo n<h·is<' on ways and 
means for 1>ct·uri11g public impron:-men ts. 

12. ST.·\ntm1. • ele<.'tion of site and cle,·elop­
ment. 

1!3. C1v1c .\ 1n Co:\1i\11ss1ox . . \ ppointment of 
c·i lizcns · group Io nth;se on ma I ters relating to 
1csthetic de,·clopmcnt of lhe Cit.v. 

1-1. 1-hGH Sc1100L .hHLETIC' FrnLo. P rovision 
of n<lequate athletic.' facilitics for the High School. 

1.5. Il rtlDGES O\' ET! R A1LRU.\05 A1'0 STJlE.DIR. 

Construction of ndditional struclurt•s in coordi­
natio11 with dC'n•lop111cnl of l horouglil"nn.: sy:;tem. 

Hi. F AJR Gnou.\'n::-. ~clc•el ion or new Iota I ion 
and form ulalion of plan of fi nn nC'i n~ a rn l rleYelop-
111en l. 

17. STilE.\;\l C'Otr t<S ES. Pro~ra111 l'nr impron•­
nwnt of sanita1·y conditions and appcaranc<· oJ' 
s lreams. 
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INTRODUCTION 

R :\1\01\:E cnjo~·s an e1wiable position among 
the cities of Virginia and has established 
a reputation for itself in certain respects 

whieh is nation-wide. This position i::; the result 
of the cncrgetie ambition and action on the part 
of cili;1,cns who iJa,·e had Yision to analyze the 
physieal ::;ituation and to de,·clop the potentiali­
ties of location to the :uh-;mlagc of the comm1rni ty. 

ence of the two routes was made. This spot was 
always a meeting ground. D eer and other animals 
congregated here becau.-e of the large salt deposits. 
The Indians met here because of its central loca­
tion on the Path and because of the large spring 
near the conYergence of the trails. Later, as the 
while man absorbed this region, the wagon trails 
were deYeloped on'r the same Great Path and still 

l:<l.\.'\lll\E \ '.\1.1.1-: Y. FHU.\I 111-:.'\T .\ l tll'.'\T.\I .'\ 

! 11 geogrnphicnl po:;ition, R oanoke is wisely 
plaeed at the junc tion of two Yalkys. It \Yas 
through these same two ralle~·s !Ital lhe " (;rcat 
Path" of the Indian days stretched conneeling the 
east and norlh wil11 the \Yest, and it was at the 
point where• t lw city now slands that the co1werg-

later the railroads found it the most expedient 
route. 

The natural facilities ol' the spot kd to n1rio11s 
attempts at settlement. Gainshoroug-11. Preston­
\·ilk', ]~ig Liek arc names eonneeted with the pio­
neering of the early da~·:;. Of this g roup Big Lick 
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was fnsorc<l by the location about 1857 or the 
Yirginia and Tennessee Railroad, a link in the 
.-\. tlantic, :\Iississippi and Ohio Railroad. 

Big Lick passed through the usual \'icissitudes 
of struggling communities but the railroad seemed 
to ha\'e clinched the situation, for shortly after­
wards t~ series of industries of nuying magnitude 
were established and in 187-1, the communi ty was 
incorporated and embraced an area one mile 
square. T he progressi\'e character of the citizens 
was demonstrated in 1881 when in one da~· they 
raised $10,000 to secure the junction at Big Lick 

indus tries and population led to incorporation as 
a city in 1884 with a population of 5, 72(3 inhabi­
tants. 

This period of rapid growth brought sc\'era l 
land booms. "Each of these ~·ears (1882, 1885 and 
1880) marked the hcginning of a C'Ondilion of 
affairs when land companies were organized almost 
daily, large tracts laid off into town lots, store­
houses and dwellings creeled in all parts ol' Lhe 
city, with speculation in real estate the dominant 
feature of all business Lra nsactions . ., Land ,·:ilues 
during the hoom days were inflated heyoncl all 

Tl '\ 1\ Ell )10 1' '\T,\I:>; , LH< ' \TEI> .\ Fl·:\\' \111 . l·:S '\tll!Tll nF TllE ('ITY 

T i11 ... •·• ( 'n•t•k i11 fnn •l.!rom ul 

of tlw S ltc11a11doah Yalle.v Railroad with lhc .:\or­
fo lk a11d Western Railroad (forrnerl~' the Yi q.~inia 
and T('mw-;sc•p Railrcrn d ) . Tl1e result of -;ec·11ring 
I his s1·c·o 11d railwa.\' li111· was a s li11111l11s lo µ; r<•atC'I' 
dc \'l·l11p1111·11l and lite 11an1<· was <·hanged from Big­
Lick lo Roanoke. Rapid expansion in lcrritor~·, 

· l f 111·i\"tle J1rOJ>C'l'l\' and of reaso11 . 1111pro\'e111cn ° ' .. · 
LI 'L · I \\""r·c necrlcc·ted. "rlh Lhc col-ic c·1 y rn genera ~ ,.., . . . 
I I. LI 1 l 1 00111 .1 serious read1011 scl 111 . apse o 1c as 1 ' · . 
"'fl . 1. 1,,1,., 1•11 r<' a lt ,. , ·:il11es 11C'<'<'ssnnlv 

l('S(' S(' l'1011S (' J;J I ,.. ·' • • 

l.t. · d11ririrr the J>r<we..;s of affeeted husi ness co11< 1 ions '"' · · 
d . l t l for 111n n ,. ,·ears there was a a JUs men , anc · • 

t 
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feeling of uncer taint~· and a. lack of confidence in 
lhe s tability of R oanoke institutions that inter­
fered in some degree with the substantial progress 
of the c.:it~·. Furthermore, for man~· years the popu­
lation of Roanoke was of a migra tor~· chnrncler, and 
the 1woplc did not as a rule own their mn1 homes. " 

Con fidence in R oanoke graduall~· re l urned and 
strnng industries "·ere established which dc,·el­
oped a permanent population. Thi::; popula tion 
was imbued wi th the idea of horne ownership and 
there grew up an interest in the general imprn,·e­
ment of the city. The unpaYed streets. the laek 
of park and r ec.: rea Lion faci li ties, unsa tisfa<:tory 

of the modern trend" in transportation; for the best 
use of lands : the p resen·ation of all those scenic 
beauties \\·hich can s till he found in the Yicinity 
and for the \Yelfare of the citizen through faci lities 
for proper and wholesome recreation of all groups. 

The plans kn-e not been prepared \Yithout a 
period of study and analysis but h:n·e followed 
da,ys spent upon the ground studying conditions 
and planning relationships that should exist in t he 
c ity fot· the general good . I t is not the purpose of 
the ci ty plan to set forth detailed solutions for mi­
nor problems but to meet the prnhlems which con­
fron t the cit~· as a uni t. The execu tion of the plan 

ll ll' I\ ( ' Hl·:EI\. \ E .\11 H<l.\XOl\E 

school foeilil ics and general 1111sanitary conditions 
finall~· led to a general ci,·ic sun·e.Y and sanitar~· 
in wsliga l ion in 1007. A city plan and reporl was 
pn' pared and from the enl'lrnsiasm engl'tHlered 
]iy th is acl ion many hencficia I resu I ts were sceured 
f~r Roanoke, although the City Plan was 1wn'r 
offieiu II,\' adopkd or ndeq ua l cl.Y execu led. 

The p lan ol' H>'l8 has heen prepan•d for a st ill 
grcalt' I' Hoanokt', for a C' il y of splendid appcarn111·<' 
as well as a st rong industrial and co111111 crcial 
center. It conlemplall:'S the gro\dh or the t'ity 
a.nd region for a g1·111•rnl io11 ahead; for lhe llH'f'ling 

'"ill call for planning in detail to mecl each slt'J> of 
Lhc prognun of <.kn·lopmen t in the light of the 
Lh1· 11 exis ting finances aml eunditions. Prc111atlll'l' 

detail plans :11'<.' h11l a wasl<.' o[ 1110111'.'' un t il ;1ppro­
pria te con di ti on.-: a re hrough I for t lw :1 e1·0111 pl i.-;h­
men t. The adYa11tag<.' accrui ng l'rnm a eity plan 
is then l ha l l hro111.dw11L l he period plannl'd l'or 
tl1cre \\'ill al\\'ays lie a 1·ocil'dinali11g agl'll<'.'' Ill .-:11g­

gesl and <'nnlrol lh<' niensun's put l'nrtl1 for the 
lwll<.'l'IHt'lll or lhe l'i ly. 

. \ c\ ist'\lssion or l IJC' pJ;lll;o; and J'('l'OnHm•111 la lion:; 
will lw l'ound 011 s111·< 'l't'd i1tl:! pa ge:-:. 
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THOROUGHFARES 

GENERAL 

T H E traffic channels of our cities are being 
viewed with alarm on almost every hand, and 

especially in those cities which ha\"e paid little 
heed to the changes that have been going on 
in the past ten years. Cities are confronted \Vith 
the facts, and there is but one way out produc­
tive of results-bold and positive adaptation of 
the city to the needs of modern circulation. 

Circulation has as its fundamental basis the 
smooth and uninterrupted flow or all traffi c, no 
matter what may be the composition of the trnffic 
stream. The city, orgnnized functionally fo r work, 
recreation and housing, must be spread O\"er an 
area, broad in some instances. T he elemental parts 
may in the first p in ce be carefully planned, and 
the intercommunication from one section to an­
other for the three functions may be easy. H ow­
e\"er, let the city be of the a\"erage type, spreading 

C '.·\.lll'IJEl. 1. A \"E:\ l "E. Lt Hll\l.\C: \\"EST 

111 thCl busi111•.!>:- z.>M·ti11n of th<~ ril .\' 
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A TYPICAL CASk. Oi= QhlATIVf 
INCRhASh IN POPULATION AND 

LICfN<;fD MOTOQS 
YbAQ POPULATION MOTOQS 
1920 50 842 1725 
1924 )8602 5242 

Tl-H; <;TQl-b T TWA T 
LCOklD SO WID[ IN 
IQOO 

Sf.t;MS TO WAV b 
SWQUNk', UN Dk_Q Tl-H~ 
DbM A NDS Or: 1928 
TQAr=r=i c TW~ MOTOQ AGb-

1928 66362 7807 
ONf SOLUTION 01= TQA~~IC 

.------------. CONGfSTION IS H-ll AQCAD[D 
13UILDINGH EN SO TQfATING" 
PQOPbQT Y DAMAGb IS 

I MINIMIZfDil.[X.ISTING SIDbWALll 
· ~R rr·r- SPACf IS T~QOWN INTO QOAD-
F~rrr~ · . WAY AN D AMPLf SDAC£ 
S] 1l~n- IS PQOVIDfD l='OQ PAQl(.[D 

,.~-!~Cl-flCY°)( 1 v i' AND MOVING Vf~ICLfS 
j~~J.\l~~~b- = .. -,;::::::=i-.::u....L..1---- ----. 

AQ-bAS WITWIN hASY WALKING 
DISTANC-b 01= T~f MAIN 5USINfSS 
DISTl21CT Af:l012DING PAQKING 1--~ 
SPACl Al D MAT-bQIALLY IN f2[-
Ll lVl NG TQAl=l=IC STRAIN ~-----:1· 

ON TWl f=QI NG!: Or= HK UICW ." •ii( I 
Pl2lSSUl2f 13USINfSS AQbA WITW J ·· \ 
IT~ 1-lkAVV TQAl=~ IC DC.MANDSmMOm~MA~T '---=---'. _ ___._ ___ __, 

WAS JUSTll=lbD ITS USf 
CONGtSTION LtSSENS IJ~ICIENCY "INHFICIENCY COSTS MONfY.,OVEQCOME CONGE~TION AND oENfFIT 
J 0 1-1 N NOLJ;N c CITY DLANN!;Q '°'°WAL[ J WALK..(12 .o JUSTIN Q·l-lAQ.TZOG .oASS:OCIAR S 
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ou l u11pla11ucd in Lltc l iucs of least resistance. then 
a cornplexi ty arises which is disorganized n11d be­
wildering. Adel annuall,Y Lo s uch :t <.:it~· a mounting 
population, aJHl Lhe traffic prolilems become acute. 

Ronnokc 11as the prohlems, and Lhc;v arc be­
coming acute. It will be aside from the purpose of 

STQJ;t;T St.CTI ON S 
t=OQ. PQOPOSf.D Q£S1Dt:NTIAL STQ££TS 

M INOQ STQl::GT<; 

" 

TWOQOUGWl=AQ.G<;> 

t O' . ' •• 

Q .t l 
. ... , 10' PJ; 

lite n•purl lo dwell upon Lli t· pre!Sent si ltwl ion in 
main LrnHie st reds, thei r limilaliuns in ni11\1l1C'r, 
capacity :rnd i11 eoiirdinatinn. The lllai11 I horu11µ;h­
fan~s shown on the Existing Conclitio11s .:\l ap lt'11 
tlie i:;i lwtLi011 al. a glance, and pla111 1 iu~ 1'11r Lite fu­
ture, not Lit e past. is Ll1c purpose in tli t• ('it y l >Jnn. 

C1~ASSIFtcATION oF STn EET::> 

The s l reets of the cily, for rase of 11nde r­
standi11g, are tlassified into tw(1 si111pk groups 

according to t he importance they hear to the cit:i· 
as a whole: F irst, ':\I inor Streets; and second, 
Thoroughfa res. Wi th this dassificalion in mind 
a "ast amount of confusion can be ;.n·oided in 
comprehen<ling the planning of streets and in 
their <le ,·elopmcnt through subsequent years. 

ST QJ;.t;T Sf:CTIONS 
t=OR... PR.OPOS!;D 5U-;IN£S'S STQf::f;.TS 

M INOQ. STR~US 

.. I I .o· 

TUOQO UGU!=AQ.t;S 

IZ.' I •lo· I 12 ' 

•• ,k M I " 

,1 .l ~ I •$ .. ., 

Ho-n 

The lirsl group t'Ontains t lt1• YHst ma,iurily of 
slrects. l l is composed of tl1 ost' puhlic way::- and 
pri\·al·C' w:1,,·s whi<·h art' k>(';ll i11 c l1<1r:ieln, or lo 

put it plainl,\•, "do nol µ;t1 an.ndH•r1.•:· hut an· 
primarily l"Or ( '() l\\'(' \ll t' l\( 't' ur llt'C"t'S;; lo l }W Hht1tli 11p; 
prnpert~· . Tht:',\ " a r<' c·lassific•d :ts :.\ 1 i11(1r :-;tTl't' ls. 
:->i nee t lwy st•n·e s uch a li mi tecl t1st', t hesc' sl rf'C'l ,.; 

dn not nrc·d 111uc:h widtl1 , :111<1 nl<IY n111sis tt>11ll~· 
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baYe a minimum wiclth of forty feet, if of only One 
or two blocks in length, but if a longer length, fifty 
or sixty feet will be necessary. l3uildings, howe,·er, 
should be set back from the street lines to compen­
sate for the narrowness of the street right-of-wny. 

TIIOROUGl!FARES 

In the second group the streets, while fewer in 
number, ha,·e a more prnminent relationship to 
the city as a whole. These are the thoroughfares-

sections, each must be made accessible by its own 
thoroughfares. The traffic circulation through the 
Lhoroughfares pulses back and l'orth from lhe cen­
tral downtown area. and, in ad<lition, it flows be­
tween these surroundin~ sections. So there must 
be tt comhination of Ll1oroughfarc connections lo 
meet these nee<ls. 

The proposed lhoroughfarc s~·stcm Cor R oa­
noke is shown g raphically on the ::\lajor trect s 
and Highways P inn, nn<l iL will be noticed thaL iL 

SF.CO~ 11 STll t·:l·:T. '\OflTll E .\ ST 
l'r•'J"o..:1·•1 for Xt.•w l l ii.:,h\\:1y l-:11t1·a11Ct· fro111 tht• ~orth 

Lhe traffic streels. Their purpose is to pro,·idc :is 
d irect and quick circulalion u.-; possible from one 
point in the city to !;on1e olher point. The,r arc 
Lhe routes connecting the central business area, 
the neighborhood business cente rs, the irulus l rial 
and residential areas, and the region hcvo11d. 
They must ha\'e ample width and appropriately 
designed road ways to contain the Yolume of traffic: 
smooth, easy grades lo facilitate Lhe fiow; con­
Lr:olled intersections lo a\·oid interruptions; and 
drrcclness of route lo lessC'n ruileage ,·ehides musl 
lra vel to get lo destination and off the thorotrcrh­
fares. The minimun1 width desirable for the th~1r­
oughfares is eighty reel, wil11 a hundred feet or 
more becoming ncces;;ar.v. Tr:1 ffi c hrnes ol' roa.d­
ways should be ullowed Len fee l eacL and parki11g 
spaces rcq uire from cigl 1 l LIJ fi fl ce11 feet· clc·pc11d i 11~ 
on manner of parkilll-{. 

Tuonc>uwiv,\HI~ Snng:.r 

Orga11 izat io11 of t I 1(•sc L11orou~h fare's i11 Io a eo­
tirciina ted s,rstem is t•sse'.'11 lial. Roanoke has 111a11y 

is co111posed of "l'rl a i 11 ,,·1.·ll defi nt·<l l raffic rn11 lcs, 
supplement e<l by s trong conncdi11g links. 

E .\ST AND "· i-:sT Roun;;s 

/,y11chburr1 Roat! ,·ia St au11 lon A venue, Orange 
.\,·cnue, or '.\ ft•lrose A\·cnuc lo r\ortlt Salem R oad. 

Old Lyncltburri a11d 8ulem Road Yi;1 :\ le lrosC' 
.\,·enue, }loornrnn ,\n.•1111e, Gilmer ,\,·c11uc• to 
northeast sedion; to L.vrwhhurg- R oad ,·ia Co111-
1111mwC'alth , \n•nuc and F ourll1 Stred, X. E., or 
,·ia Sixth Street. J\. E. ; to downtown Central Dis­
lric:t Yia Loudon A.,·cnuc to Fi1st Street, N. W . 

Shena 11doah Road ,·ia Sht•11andoa h A n•nuc lo 

Fil'lli Strce l, N. W. 

,\'11r(ofk A ·i•eillll', ('nn1phell ,'\yenue, Thirtcen~h 
Stred, .to Yirgi11ia Avc1111c', ;\ l;1id~t1 Lane, Graud111 
Road, .\uhnrn ,\n•1111c lo Lee H rghway. 

Dale . l renue. ):inth Street, S . .B., Tm~cwcll 
\ F I. n I \ l ·11·ch·tll A \'(:nue F er-• ,·,.1111e. •rank111 oa(, · L., L • 

di11a11d .'.. wnue. Yirginia .\ ,·c1111c lo Lee H ighway. 
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Dale Acc1111c, N in th Street, S. E. , Highland 
AYenue, Sixlh Street, S . E., Albemarle :\.yenue, 
J efferson Street, l\Iaple r\. Ycnuc, Franklin Road 
to Brandon A \·enue. 

L ee H i[!hway, Auburn "\. Ycnue, Brandon A Ye­
nuc, l\fcClanahnn Street to South R oanoke. 

cit)', and open up seYeral connections at Gilmer 
and Shenandoah AYenues to west and south. 

JVilliamson Road, Old R ock R oad to Lynch­
burg Road. 

Grand Arem1e E.rte11sion, Libert~· R oad to Old 
R ock Road. 

TIXl\ l.;H L'HEEI\. X E.\H Tll E (' ITY 
Jl pJliu:: l: oad ,,.11 i lw )(·ft; 

N on·m AND SouTH R ouTEs 

Old Ji'£nca8 tle Turnpike, N inth S treet, N . E., 
to Norfolk A ,·enue, Thirteenth Street, S. E., Yia. 
Bridge Avenue, to Hickory R oad, thence south 
and beyond. 

Hollins Road, Gillespie Road, Patrick H enry 
A ,·enue, SeYenth Street, N .E., to Lynchburg R oad. 

State ll i[!lw•ay 33 extended sou ti! t~ Six th 
Street. N . E. , thence south and o,·er Norfolk and 
' '\'estern Railwa~· tracks to N in th Street, S .E .. and 

to the \'isC'ose Plant. 
Stale H ighu•ciy ;JJ ex tended sou th to P rinceton 

\ e 1· 11 t ei· ~ectinrr " "ill iamson R oad approxi-
1 , ·euu " ., "' . . 

. l I . at T enth StrccL Extcns1011 and con 11ec l1 ng 
m a e .) I I '1'1 · 
there with H olliday Stred exte1H et. m rn11t e 
\Yill create a direct and attrnt'liw· approach to the 

Core Road. Lynehhurg Road to Old Rock Road 
nnd beyond . 

Greenbriar .1cenue, Brnndon AYenuc to ::\Iud 
J ,ick Parkway and hc~·oncl. 

B ent M ounlain, Colonial .:\n'lllll'. Fifth Strcel, 
S. W., to Can' Spring. 

J e.ff'erso11 Sl rrel, :\fr('lanahnn Street . Hroad­
wa~-, .\.Yenliam .h ·enue, RoC'ky :\lount Ilo:Hl. 

( 'IHl'l":\IFEHENTlAL 

Old Hod.: Rood, Slate H iµ;lHrn.Y ~:3 Lo :'\nrt h 
Salem Hoad. 

.l1:0'erso11 Hv11lernrd. Hollins lo Roeky :\Iount 
R oad. 

llershbl'ryer Road, Bunsa<·ks Springs Road, 
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Lafayette Boulent.rd and extension, Twent;y­
Fourth St!"eet, N. "\Y, to Patterson Asenue. 

S ineteenth Street a.n<l extension from old l<'in­
castle Turnpike to connect with Grandin R oad at 
Virginia. AYenne, Yia bridge over Roanoke Rin~r 
and ra.ilroacl tracks. 

Tenth Street and extension from Old Finca,c;;tlc 
Turnpike to Fer<linan<l Asenue, thence south to 
Jefferson Street. 

Fifth Street, Lihert~: Road an<l exle11s io11:;. 

The propo.sed miui111um wi<llb of each of these 
thoroughfares L; iJl(licatcJ on the Major Street and 

roads . Complimentary ntlention is dra.wn to the 
l\Iemorial llridge on Virginia i\Yc1rne, a11c1 to the 
\ValnuL Street and .Jefferson Street bridges. These 
s trnctures materially increase Lhc effic i enC'~' of the 
thorough.fares upon \Yhich they are located . The 
coopernlion which has hrou~ht about the lJJ·iclges 
is commended . The usefulness of the older stn1c­
tmcs at Wnscnn., Ra11dolph Street, First, J<'ifth 
and T enth Slreets, and the 11ndcrpasscs at Shaffer's 
Crussing and ou Lynchburg ,\,·cnue, is also quite 
apparent. The addition ol' bca.uly to the forlllcr 
group of bridges is noticeable, an<l 11, great asscl Lo 
the nppcnrnnc:c of Lbe communiLy wliich is be-

;' 'There is 11nt a single tiring in this city tftat 11011 ncecl that ym1 ct1111wt ha11c ff y1111 

makr 111> your mind that !JOit 11ad if a11tl 111ill hare it; you 111ill w11•cr t•stabliNh a city 
1111der the.fee/i11r; thal !JOU cannot do thi11,qs . • 1 u·ay will cume. a111! 1f .111111r present 
lauw stand in the 1cay, secure the besl la11•ycrs am! rte! them lnrny dn·isi11g laws llwf 
u•ill meet the siluatir>11.''- Gcorge E. K eKsler, Cil,v l'lanner. 

High way l'lan; also the ph~1sical changes neces­
iwry to make it a suitahle tl1oroughfare : for ex­
:w1ple. widening or cxtenJini; the present ri14ht-uf­
way. In .'iome cases the ex tens ions are of sud1 im­
p ortance that the~· arc renll.v not extensions, but 
new lncalions. It is import:wt !hat the major thor­
oughfare local ions he establisl1ecl by l he acq11 i­
siliun of the ne<·ci;sary rigli ts-oJ'-wu,\· at :ut l'arly 
r!ate. The ex isting U10ro11glirares or stree t.-; ,,·hich 
are a part tif the :>ystem should ha,-e Lhese neccs­
sar,v widths pro,·ided for by setl>nck line to pre­
clude huildings IJeinp; erec:Lcd witJJin the proposed 
st r<'Ct liaes, thC'rcby ineren>;ing the da11iages on 
ac·Lual a t:quis iLi()n of Lhl' fond. [n ! lie c·ase of the 
JJ<.'W loca tion,. ii is very likel.\' , jf p11st d< \mu11.-; l"r·a­
l.iuns arr· an indication, Llml lhe laud wiJl IJe glatl-
1~· given l'ur lite rigl1t-of-way to secure lhes<· lll'IY 

l hnrou~l1 ra1·(·s. 

HHJOGES 

rl'bt• mitural and ;trlifitial l1arrie1· . .; now exi.--ti11g 
play an i111p<ll' liuit part i11 t l1e eslalJlisl1i11~ ol' a 
Tl1orouµ;h"l'HrP :-;.vst<'lll. Tlw c·i t.v lius 1m1de 11otal1h• 
st.ri111-s ill l ti c 111a l-t<•r of bridgiJJg- U1e:;e gaps, whid1 
are pri11rnril.v tl1e riv<•r, cre<>k..;, ra\•i11cs anrl ra il-

corning prjm:u·ily i11<lustrial in character. Addi­
tional hl'idges oC s i111ilnr type but of var~·iug size, 
design und cost will be ncce::;sar.v in the future to 
make the traffic connectjons \YJ 1ich will hnve to be 
cle\•elopcd fur the in creased circulation needed in a 
<'it.r of wenlC'I' pop11 lalion. S11c:li bridges arc sug­
gt'.st<'cl :1s follows: 

Q, B H TllE KoHFOl,K AND \\'r-:sTE1tx R .ut, \\' AY 

TnAl'KS (~la i n Line): 

(itli Street. X. I~. , lo !Jlh Slreel , S. E. 

BLh Street, .N. W .. to l ~H!t StrN~l. S. W. 

Hlth Stred, N. W., to rntJ1 Street, !-i. W. 

OvF.1t •rrn: Ro.\N<JKf; R1 vrm: 
l!Hh Stred, s. \V ., lo <·urrneel wil.h Gr;111di11 

.Roud. 
;Hh Stree t lu Colouinl .\n•111ll' and BentJ\fo1111-

tain Road. 
· l S E Ivy Streel tu (ilh ::iLree ': · · 

;\ Jorgan Slrc<•l, S. g,, to j-,as lln11d. H,oad. > 
'L' I ' l J "l l1 Slrecl S E Lu lark-av oe . \. \'l'JJlle :.ttlt ·' ' • · ., 

· 1 .,,111 11 l>i1i1k of Roannk<~ H iw·r. 
\\•;.tV H Oflg' ~ . 

,1,. 1 • (' ;1. l' 'ii·l,·\\'aV Lo Parkwa y alonrr 111 ~er . rec , · • . · i-. 

:;oulli hank ol' ftw1nok1• Rin·r. 
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.1rn.11011 1.1r. nnmr.E Ol'EH 1in.1:-;n1\I·: mnrn. 

O\.Ell T1XKEH CREEi\:: 

Greenhriar .-\ wnue. 
\Vise A,·cnuc. 
Norfolk A ,-cnuc. 
I"'ynchburg AYenuc (replacement). 
Liberty Road, extended. 
National AYcnuc to Columbia Str('Cl. 
H ershl)('rger Road , near junetion of Tink<' r 

Creek and Can·ins Creek. 
Scwra l ol her hridgcs on the proposed Tinker 

Creek Park\ya\-. 
(The need and urgen~y of these bridges is \"<tried.) 

0\'Ell CAll\TKs CnEEIC 

Jfrrshhcrgcr Road, also a bridge at '..\Jc.\kc 

P arkway. 
J cff crson Uou lenrnl. 
Old H ock Road. 

OYER L1 c.:K n u~: 

Lynchburg A n•m1c 

P each H ond . 

;3th Street. 

10th Street. 

19th Str('et. 

L afa.Ycllc BoulcYard. 

Jler;o;hberger Road. 

.Jdfrrson Boukvar<l. 

Old Rock Roa<l. 

(hEJ~ r ET Ens en EEK: 

;-Jorth Sakm Road. 

Old L~·nchhurg and Sakm Roads. 

Shenandoah Road. 

Hershberger Road. 

29 
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o,·ER NoRFOLK ANo 'YEsTERN R ,uLWAY TnAcKs 

(Winston-Salem Di\'ision): 

Tazewell A . .,·enue, S . E. (much neede<l). 
Brandon :\xenue-},JcClanahan Street. 
Broadway. 

In addition to these afrea<ly mentioned, other 
viaducts or underpasses should receiYe attention: 

Lynchburg Asenue rnderpass at Norfolk nnd 

Western Railway (Shenandoah Di,·ision), 
reconstruct ion. 

Shaffer's Crossing Fnderpass-approach should 
he imprO\·ed. 

FrL\~f\LTX llfl AD ..\);D l' lllWf' i<Tll l·'.ET 
r131tg'f'l"(\U,.:. j 11b i 11ft• r :-t•f"t i1.i1 

J:\rPROVE.\J E:-IT OF 'fnonocn11F.\RE AXD S·rnEET 

I xTERSECTI01'S 

IL is importanl lhat detnilt•d sturl ie.s to fac·ili­
ta le tlie flO\Y of traffi<' and to dewlop 111ore nltrrw­
tin· intC'rser·Lion" lw 11nclc>rl<1kC'n l'or the i1111n·o,·c·­
ment of certain slre<>t intc' rsections. There nre 
now man.v jogged street ~Jnll <1<'11te angle inler­
;:;eC'tions thal arc dangerous and interr11 pli11g to 
traffic· nse, and do not pro,·ide s<'tt led allll al I ru<·­
ti,·e property fron lages for husi JJ ess and residerwe. 
A skf'kh for such impron.•ment has heen nwde for 
the intersection or F irst Street and Frnnkli11 RoacJ. 
S. VV. There are rwrl1aps fil'tee11 0L hP1· int·<'rser·tions 
whif'h shoultl lw -<tudied and irnpron•<l. 

AuTOMOl31LE PArmrNG 

E\'ery ,_,ffort !'l l1011ld he inad<> to liri11g alioitl a 
hE"tter traffic enndil ion 11pnn l h<' s l rt'<' ls of Roa­
noke b~r the elimination of df'acl p11rki11g, awl th<, 
estahlishmenl of reasmrnhle parking ti111l! limits 
for li ve parkin~. This is partir·ularl.v true of the 

main thoroughfares in the downtown business 
area, including such streets as J efferson Street, 
First Street, S. W., Second Street, S. W., Camp­
bell A\•enue, Church Street, Tazewell Avenue, 
Franklin R oad, Salem A\'enue, First Street, S. E., 
an<l Second Street, S. E. 

There must always be parking accommoda­
tions for customers of business houses, bul lo bring 
nhout such co1n-enience there must, of neccssi t,v, 
he close cooperation helween the business houses 
and the city. The business house must eliminate 
much parking of its own automobiles and those of 
its employees, and the c·ity must proyide facilities 
to keep the traffic moving. Quite e\, idently there 
111u::;t be additional parking space oft of streets, 
and low rates for day storage. Practically all un­
huil t-upon areas should be conver ted into open 
dn,v storage. In arlrlilion, lhere is a growing need 
for more garnge spa<'e of low rental i11 Lhc clown­
lown area. in locations wh ich are not primarily 
desirnhle for but are adjacen l lo re tail husines;:;, 
office buildings and olhcr such uses. Jt \YOtild 
seem tha.L Korfolk Avenue facing on the Norfolk 
and \Vcslern trncks opposite the Passenger Station 
\Vould provide ~llC'h lnention . The frontage on the 
street is practicall.v what it was lwcnt:.r years ago. 
~\.. \Yide11i11~ ol' ahout eiglll· feel nm! the develop-

'2.0ANOl.::.C.• \/t QC..lNI...._ 

nvDY tOQ INTtR'>lUION or­
rDANlt'UN OOAD W lT" l:ID')T ST <;.W 

!:QAN~UN OOAD ·~ 

f·n.:,> YWCA :.rra lb 
: o"ll"j 

i- I 

I U' I 

I-
V' -,, Cl 
J '·· g ·i, 
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e 

Pt'1)Jtn:•vd pln11 ior Plimi11:lli11g jn,l.{ 
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ment or storage garages here would gi,·e the ap­
proach to the city hy rail a. decidedly impro,·ecl 
appearance. This suggesLion should not Le inter­
pre ted as expressing the opin ion of enti re concen­
tration of such business in a single location. The 
distribution should follow closely the requirements 
of business houses. 

STrlEET y !STAS 

.As prc\·iousl.v pointed out, the latest bridges in 
Roanoke arc outstanding features which not only 

Sll<>\\' I'.'(; '.'Ell" T Yl' I·: <>F 1ntl'l' t·:-\L \\' 1.11;11-rs· ,\\I\ 

:\E\\' STHEl·:T :\ .\)it·: sl(;);s 

l'nc-ili t alc traffic· flow and rcducl' traffic hazards. 
hut also add dfcc-tiwh· lo the t~s lltdic q11alit.'· nf 
I he streels upon whi~lt the~· a rc localed. Tlie.' · 
cxeinplify what we would urge under lht' hcai_l­
ing of st reet '·is ta,;. Pra ctic;~lly t'_n'r.Y slred m 
Roanoke ean haYe an altradl\·e \ " It'\\' Ii:• l' ryslal ­
lizing certain ph~·si cal frallll'<'S and d<·,:etoping 
them in n n appropri:i te nwmwr. lien' aga 111 t lwrt' 
should lie c- lo se eoi5perat ion h t·I \\"l't'n property 

owner and de\·eloper and the cit~1 • On the part 
of the city the appointment of a Ci,·ic Art Com­
mis ·ion would undoubted!~· bring about nn in­
creased interest in such matters . 

S-rnEET EQUr P"IE:>:T 

I t is ine,·itable that there m ust he a certain 
amount of equipment connected \Yith streets-to 
identify them, to assist in their proper use and to 
beautify them. All of these features should be 
decorati,·c, and it is not beyond possibility that 
they can be made so, it being a matter of design 
and coordination, inasmu ch as necessit~· will de­
mand their ins tallat ion in one form or another. 

The identification of streets hy their proper 
names is of prime importance, and "IYe are glad to 
call attention lo the recent in;;ta llat ion in the 
downtown districts of appropriate street name 
signs, which show in readable letters the names of 
streets concerned at the location. A careful surn',v 
ol' C'xisting street 1ut11H.';; should he made, and 
duplicalions eliminate-cl in the present fo<t. and 
:woickd in the future. 

The qu<'stion of the equipment to assist in th<' 
proper use of a s l rcC'l i1wolYcs Yer.'· " ·ide classiri­
C'll tion, from the J><l Ying mater ial of the roadwa.Y 

\\ \sE;\ ,\ '1'1'1:1: .11 ·1·: 

\\\•ll pl:ln l l'" \dlh l l'i'1·~ 

lo tilt' I rnffic eon trnl deYi<·es. The mat tt' r or HlldC'r­

grou nd i nsl al la lions docs nnl rdn ll' di rC'«l l,,· cx­
c-ept in the' possihili ty or pln cing more ol' t'ertain 
public utili ties under the s u r l'nn·. 

Pa ,·ing of roa<hrn~·s and sidewalks shon ld 
depend u pn11 I he t~·1w and i 11 k11s i l y ot' use of I lit' 
slreel. the profiks or grades. <'Ost and nppearanc-c. 
l l is highl.Y importan t . as llw thoro11ghl'are s~·s ll'm 
is dcwlopcd antl its nd\\'nrk hrnadened, that 
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s treets be brought to the best minimum grades, 
hoth for lhe placing of a suitable pa,·ement and for 
the establishment of a permanent building grade 
for adjoining property. Beyond doubt Roanoke 
will h:wc to undergo at some near future date a 
general reestahlishment of grades for the streets, 
for just such purposes. 

Poles for light, power and communication 
should be reduced to the minimum on all streets, 
and in the inlensi,·el.v used downtown section , con-

locations, would g i,·c tremendous impetus lo the 
mo,·cmenls which start up and lose momentum 
because the factors do not exist to guide control 
and continue. 

Rou tiug signs and traffic direction s igns :>hould 
be systematized in accordance with U . . ·. stand­
ard signs, and their locations controlled for lhc 
good of all concerned. 

T o lhc end that all ol' these routing and traffic 
signs may scn·e their expressed pmposc, street 

B \('I\ ( 'll EEI\. f '\ Till·: \1111 ' \'l'\l'\S '1: 1-:11! TllE ! ' IT\' 

dtJ<'lors shou ld h(• plaC'ed underground. r1iliti1·s 

<·0111pa1ti<'" \\'ill as a rule he willing- lo <:ooprrale 
wilh lh t> dly in hringi11g about suc:h i111pro,·e­
llH'll Is al I h<' <·<·0110111 i<'a I stage. 

.\ program of street tree planting should he 
esta lilis lrcd and put into operation . The peculiar 
and ,·ar,\'ing planting: :-;trips along streets in R oa­
nok<> rnak1· ii :d1110 ... t i111po-;sil1ll' for llie pro1wrl,v 
ownC'r.; lo :l<'l i11dt'(><.•1ulC"ntly in the mail e r of tree 
pla11I i11g \\'i i 11011! c·o11r11sio11 .. \plan spec:if,\'ing the 
t~·pcs of l r<'<'s for certain strceb and the planting 

regnla l io11s should he inaugurated and <'nforted 
against all signs wlri<'h arc so pla('ed or arc of s11<"l1 
H nature llrat the~· interfere \\'ith the full perform­
a n<·<• of I he offi<'ia I signs. 

Lighting sla11dards s hould lw simple in design, 
and large duslt•rs of lights s houl<l he ;n-oided. The 
traffic C"onlrol lig:ltts s hould utilize other standards 
\\'lu•r<' possible, and in µ-1•m·ral should he lo(':t!C'd a t 
l ltt• <"orners rat her than suspended o,·cr the middle 

ol' s ln·et inll'rs<'dions . 



r. 

< :: 

~· .t. 
-: .: 

?. ~ 
c ~ 

~ ~ 
;, : 

·1. 

~ J. 
;::; 
c -
if.~ 
-:.::: .::: - " 
2~ 
::::: :. 

~~ 

- ~. 
:: ·7= 
;... 

-

.!.: 



ND.AREAS 

EXXSTXNG CON DliTliONS 
MAP 

CITY OF ROANOKE 
'V I .R G :'. Ji 1 A. 

PAQilS 



ROAKOKE, YIRGIN J:\ 35 

PARKS AND PARKWAYS 

T HE \·;tluc of open spaces is a factor in modern 
urban life thal is demanding more and more 

altenlion from Americ11n cities. This is partic­
ularly so in those cities where the population 
growlh is showi ng n stead~, increase with an occa­
s ional impetus from some special cause. It is likely 
that during such p<·riods ol' special grow th more 
addilions to Lhc open spaces will he made, for 
people arc then prone lo think more closely in a l­
lied channels. 

Naturally, there is reluctance among people in 
general to acquire ancl create definite open spaces 
when t here is ample space about them fo r recrea­
tion; hut in the case of R oa noke there is HO\Y an in­
creasing shortage of opporlun itics to \·isit an nt­
tracti\·e stream , g ro\·c or woodland without tres­
pass ing upon prin1tc propert~·. 

Conditions arc ch;rn~ing, and there is a grow­
ini.t opinion c\·t·r~·w ltcre I ha l certain ou tstan<ling 
ph.vsical feat un•s should he made part or lhc pub­
lic propcrt~·, always arnilahk for p11hliC' usr, for 

(' Xample, tlw waler front,.;. " "hilt• the pos.-;ihilit~· 
in R oanoke of seC"urin~ a notahlc ri\·cr front park­
way syslC'lll ol' a uniform C'hnraeler through the 
city is J!OllC'. the loss shou ld he n st imulus to cle­
ve lop111c11l in ot hN direC'I ion,.;, su('h as the cn.'C'k 
bottoms ;111d <·t•rlain 0 11l ,.;landi111-t lantls fa\·orahl~· 
s ituated fo r this purposr, and lcss desi rable for 

other uses. 

Tbc slandard for parks in c ities of the s ize of 
R oanoke is a 111ini11111111 of ten per cent. of the mu­
nicipal area. R oanoke now hns two and one-half 
per cent. or its ar<'a devoted to such use. I n look­
ing about almost an;-.· c il;-.· i t is seen that easil~- ten 
per cent. of the land is being used improper!;-.· for 
h ousing. l o the duuhk detriment or withhol<ling 
the land from recreation. and in allowing people to 

1'11'\1) 1~ 1·:1.\1\\llCIJ) l'\IH< 

liH• in unsa l isfadory if nol unsHnitar:-.- <'onditions. 
The lrnlh ol' this si tuation prohahly \\'ill be 0 111_,. 
too C\'idt•nl in R oa noke, upon eYcn a casual in­
spect ion. 

The pre!-'t'11l pnrks, 11 s imli c-n lcd on the Existin/,! 
Condit ions :\ lap. ha Ye an arcn of ahout 165 acres. 
T oo 11111ch cannot he sa id i11 prnise ol' the dforts of 
l hnse who ha \"t' made lhrs<• open sp~1ccs possible. 
The use made ol' l hC'sc parks has justified t h C'ir 
pln<'e in the city's makt'-llp. T aking the city ns a 
whole, lhel'e is a pop11la1 ion density or nine per­
sons pC'r a<T<'; hut people shou Id not be decei YCd 
hy thl'se figure's. T hC'rC' arc large areas of land not 
a \·a i In hie !'or Ii Ying or housing purposes ,.;uch as 
that oc·c·upied h~· hu:-:iness and indu:-:try. It is onl~· 
h~· s~·stemaliC'al\~· anal:-.-~ing the City of Roanoke'. 
and JWOYidini.t for I hC' needs as the~· nrc- shown h.'· 
this anal~·sis, that n'sulls enmn1<.'ns11rate with its 
growing population l':lll lll' nhtai11t•ll. 

T o this l'JHI t lwn· has heen prepared thl' l~arks 
and R NTC'alion .\ n'as P lnn. whi<"h emphasiZt':" tlw 
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needs in this direclion. On this plan will be l'ound 
the various types of parks 01· open ;;pace;; necessary 
for the Roanoke of the future-not in an~' ;;ense a 
"dream cit~'," hut the city that will come about 
as the result of the prc:;ent rate of growth . 

There are two types of parks that Roanoke 
stands especially m need of to-day. First, the 

s:u·y for Roanoke is the so-called Large Park-still 
within conYenient access, but for larger in area. 
Such parks are speciali7.ed in their character, and 
oftentimes are the mos t economical means of pre­
sen ·jng an interesting section of 'rnodlnnd, strik­
ing topography, a lake, or eYen potential lake 
country. Parks of thi;; type are suggested on the 

)I.I S\)~ C' l! l·:EI\ . :\E .11! \ ' .l 'r .111"11.I \"I L i.FY 

Thi:-; i:-; the.• ty pt.' o f :-otn•mll :do11g wliiC"h l':lrl\ \\'a." Drh t·~ ;ll'f• pl'U) h ):O:t•.._) 

.Nei~hhorhood J>arl~, of which it has cxamples­
F allo11, .Jackson , H ighland, Elmwoocl, \Yashington 
and the like. ll should ha,·c more of them. and 
the:r should be deYeloped for intensiw use a.long 
mo;.lcrn lines for the largest n11inbc r of people. 
The true function of this type of park is to he 
frcquent ly and easily n<'<Tssihle lo the loC'al dis-
1.ric t which it naturally sen·cs. 

The other outstanding typC' of park so n<>ces-

plan in the Yic inity of the C ity Farm a.nd m the 
l\l ill ~fountain section. 

Connecting these large parks, utilizing t he 
natural and necessary drainage channels, should 
he parkways, so that no l only i;; pleasant <l l 'C't'ss 

to and from the parks proYitled , hut that R oanoke 
will hil\'e an appropriate HWnn;; of displa~·ing in an 
interes ting ancl attrac-tiYe way the rec-reationnl s~-:.;­

tem, and her varied topograph~· . Tinker Creek, 
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~Iud Lick, ~Iurray 's Run , Tyler Creek, creek along 
Hickory Road, and portions of the Roanoke Ri\·er, 
form the bas ic course of the parkways. 

The ~eighborhood Parks can be brought to­
gether and related to the parkway system by the 
introduction of a series of parked streets. The 
classification of a s treet as a parked street means 
thal because of its location it should be a tree bor­
dered slreet of more than ordinary quality, but it 
<.foes nol require that there be a planting space for 
trees or shrnbs in the center of the street, such as 
it may he interpreted. 

In addition Lo all of Lhese types of park prop­
erlie:-:, there are certain small open spaces often 
at slrect inte rsections distributed about Lbc city 
which nre oflen unsightly if left undesigned in a 
permanent character. The,v are usually best treated 
in a l'ormal manner, and may in some instances 
become suitable locations for monuments. 

There should be a definite policy adopted by 
the City or Rounoke in relation to parks-their 
aC"quis ition and deYelopment. I t is only through 

an established method of procedure that lands will 
be acquired in a<lvance of subdiYision by cooper­
ation with real estate dc,·elopments. Property 
owners, if assured of the public having proper ac­
cess lo the land, will often be glad to make gifts of 
property Lo the city. Preparation of deYelopmenl 
plans for lhc Janel now owned should be under­
taken, and all improvements made in nn organize<l 
sequence, as funds are available. The wisdom of 
such :t policy is most e,·ident, for example, in secur­
i11g lite proper planting ol' trees O\'Cr a long period. 

The park syslem of the city should bear a 
defi11ilc relation to the park developments an<l 
reservations of the state. \Vitli the coming of the 
aulomobilc, the securing and holding of outstand­
ing hits of scenery not within a municipnl border 
has been raised to new importance, and the state 
and county should be supported by the general 
public in such acquisition for the general welfare. 
Rccommendalions on parks are continued in con­
nection with the R egional Plan of Roanoke 
Count.'-. 

l'!l.\C ;E·::-· JI II.I.. O:\ 11.\C ' I( ( ' llEl·: I\. VI n : \111.l·:s SOl ' Tll \I l·:sT cw CIT\' 
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R ECREATION 

I N planning for the rccrca lion facilit~es of R oa­
noke, the pmpose has hcen to pronde for peo­

ple of a ll ages, to reco~11i7.C their natura l prcfer­
l'tH:cs, and to initiate means of encou raging them 
lo enter in lo some form o f propt•r exercise. 

NEIOllllOHllOOD PLA\'FJ ELDS 

In Lhe nirious neighborhoods there is a grow­
ing need for a special nrca dcvoled to the use of 
s mall children, where they nwy go or be taken fo r 
play. and be assured of protection. Areas fully de­
s ignecl an<l equipped for Lhcir use would ?e an 
important factor in the ckn·lopmcnt of e111ldn•11 

l 'l. .\\·1: 1tnl ' :'-.l l I :\ l·:1,.l l \\t11111 l';\111\ 

i\s heller cili~l·ns aml expom·n ls o f (· i,·ic: life . These 
fi elds should lie supcr\'iscd timing Cl'rlain hours of 
l hc <la~·. an<l the ehildn' n taughL to tle,·elop initia­
Li\'l' and self-reliance. Till' emphasis in these small 
nc ii.d1liorhotJd pla,\'l{rounds l'or chiklrc rt is upon 
1-{00d ins truction and not upon elaborate equip­
ment. These pla~-gi·ounds should he, pref era bl,,·. 
a l o r Jll'<tr t.ltl' grack :.l'hools which the ehildre n al­
lc nd . T he nu1nbc r o f pl:1yg ro11nds will he de tcr-
111i11ed bv the numher and distrih11tion of the eliil ­
dre 11 . 11~ some cases il 111n~· lie <k sirahle lo place 
the re playfit>lds in the neighhorhoocl parks. 

. \ 1' 11 LE'l'l<' F1 ~LOS 

As the lioys anti g irls hec·ome older there should 
he spaces where the~· (•a11 en1w~e in a st ill mor<' 

o rganized acti\'ity, such as leam play and other 
athletic sports which cannot be indulged in when 
in the midst of younger children. The fields should 
include fac ilities for baseball, basket ball. football. 
Lennis, s wimming andsimilur sports. There shou ld 
he such fi elds in the following locations : 

Pa lion P a rk-i 11 easlcl'n sect ion . 
Wasena Park-proposed park under the Wa­

scn;L Bridge, centrally located. 
S herwood P ark-proposed park in t he west 

section. 
W;tshington Park-for negroes in Lhe northeast 

sett ion. 

1'1. .1\ I\.\\', ~l.\ll lrn FIEl.U, .\I.I\' 12, 1!128 

:-\)ii111 ?"111n•1.l hy tht• Pla,\g-r1m1ul f1 1Hl HN'l't•t1tlu11 ,\ :o-"M1C'iatio111H Hoauul' t' 

Again it is emphasized thnt the equipment of the 
fi elds is not so essential al tirsl as the instruction 
and conduct of the plu~-. 

G ExEHAL :.\luxH'IP.\L .\n1L~-ru,; F1ELD 

l n addition to the fou r a.I hle tic fields ahove 
11\l'nlioned. t he re should he LllH.' general field £or 
111ajor athle tic acth·itics. (k w loping out of the 
locill athletic fidtls. the Hil{h Scl1ools, and for those 
<'n'11ls ph1~·ed in R oanoke hy oubide tea.ms, sud1 
as the annual\'. :\ l. 1.-\". P. l. football game. T he 
('ii;\' Farm area has lwt•11 m:t<IC' the nudeus of<~ 
Ge11<.'ral P ark, the houndaries of which haw been 
suggested to include areas or n1rie<l topography, 
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and bounded on the north by Greenbriar A ,·enue 
extension, and on the south by Bent Mountain 
Road and the Norfolk and Western R ajlway, 
(Winston-Salem D ivision). Within this proposed 
park are areas that are naturally suited for large 
athletic games, and here a stadium might be bu il t 

1' 1 •. 1 \'(;l(Cl l ' '.'i l> l "'.'if>Ell .111·:.1rnrt1AL B llllH:E 
. \ !"•I j(' )J\U('l' l'lf :-olll:JJI (.•hil111'(1 11 ll) pJ:1y 

which '"ould he fitted into the terrain Ill such 
manner as to effectiYely reduce the cost of con­
st ruction. In conjunction with the stad ium there 
should be ample parking space for automobiles, so 
that the s treet;; will be left open for traffic <luring 
games. The a rea known as the Trout Field , while 
it has been also suggest e<l as tlie s ite for the T em­
porary Airport. possesses man:'\· qualifications for a 
municipal s tatl ium which would he more of a com­
merciaJ natu re, on the order of the league teams' 
ball parks. This site bas advantages in location due 
lo a more central location in relation to population 
distribution and the proposed thoroughfare system. 

Maher F iel<.l , which is now the center of these 
major athletic acti\·ities, is the property of the 
Norfolk and Western Railway Company. Through 
the courtesy of the Company it has been asailable 
fo r public use, but a fiel<l under suc:h private own­
ersh ip cannot he expec·ted to proYide a. II the faci li­
ties needed. 

.MuNrcu•.A.L GoLF CounsEs AND Swn1:111NG J>ooLs 

It would be wise for the city to ha.,·c a munici­
pal golf course in one of the public parks. ).fany 
municipal golf courses a.re sell'-supporLin g, a.n<l nre 
held in high repute. Golf has an appeal to ma.ny 
who do not care to subscribe to a.II the actiYities 
customary in a country dub. The proposed park 
suggested by the extension or tl1e present City 
Farm would provide a most interesting location 
for a public course. Until that can be brought 
about, a portion of F allon P ark woul<l be adapt­
able. 

The increasing pollution of streams makes the 
establishment of a r tificial swi mming pools a mod­
ern necessity, where the water may be purified 
and changed to keep the pools in a stric tly sanitary 
condit ion. Three or four such pools are needed to 
meet the req uirements at the present time of the 
different sections of the city-at Fallon Park, Lhe 
C ity Farm, Lafayette P ark and Washington P arle 
A suggestion for the development ol' a swimming 

\\'.\Sll l '.'i CTO'.'i I' \Ill\ l'llll\0 lll l·:S .l'.'i l·:Xt'El. l. E'.'iT IC1•:n 11·:.\ . 
TIO'.'i 11111·:.I VIW Tiii·: t 'CJl.llHl-:11 ("ITl ;t.l·: :-s 

pool in the City Farm region is incorporated 111 

this repor t. 
In connect.ion with these recommendiLtions on 

Recreation we want to call attention to t l1e reports 
made during the year hy the " 'elf are Group and t he 
Pla.ygrouncl and Recreation Association of America. 

P L.1 YUROU.\' /JS 
'' ('i,/y .~(reels are imsul'i,~factnry pluy{1ro11.nd.~ for children, beca 11se td the da11yer. b~-

ca11 .. -re 1tw.'1t goucl games a.re against the lcw•, berausc they are too hut in .~11m111er. and beraus~ .111 f , 
crowded seclim1s t~f the city they are apt to be :school.~ of crime. Jn rie111 1d thf'sl' fact.~ •. C1_ti es 
-~houfd secure arailable spaces at once so tlwl they may not need to demoliiih blocks_<!( bin/dmy.~ 
murder lo make playgrounds, as ,\'cw York has had to do at a cost of nearly <L m1llwn dolfars 
011 a(·re."-Presidenl' Roose\'elt. · 
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SCHOOLS 

T IJ E s11n·e~· ol' the grade schools of R oanoke 
discloses in gcnernl Yer~· efficient loca lions 

for scn·ing lite present :-;('hool population. These 
local ions and gcrwral cl a la concerning schools h:wc 
been shown on t 111.' S('hool Slalistics of the Exis ti ng 
Condi tions :\lap. The grnphic study made shows 
each school in re in lion lo a onc-lrnlf mile radius, 
which circ11111st'l'ilics Lhc a rea from whieh caeh 
~;chool normall~, draws its attendance. Compari-

gcslion and inmlequa le nil-around training for the 
children. On the plan \'arious additions to the area 
of the present school grounds are suggested, and 
new si tes pointed out. These a re listed below for 
convenience. 

ELE~r EN'l'AHY Sc1100Ls 

Norlh\\"cst (area of grounds, 1.86 acres) . This 
is a new school. nncl should h:we an area at least 

l' .\IU\ Sl ' l llHll. . F\l"I\<: lllill ll ,\'11 l'\HI\ 

sons of l ite rnap with the Built-l "µ .\ reas ~lap 
show the cffic·icncy of school districts in relation 
to the occ·upiccl ar<'as of the cit~·. 

While lhcst' s('hools arc in general geographi­
cnlly \\"1..•ll loealcd, we reel thal in praelieaJI.\· all 
ins tances the grounds arc Loo restricted in area lo 
provide adequat e play space or expansion area for 
lhc buildi11g. The indusion of motlcrn pla~·grounds 
with the grade school building:; sets up a minimum 
standard of lot area of nbout fou r acres, helo"" 
which accommoda tion L hc·re is a tendency to con-

three ti1111..•s tl11..• size· 1w·cntlr pro,·ided. The pro­
posed Lal'a~·c t le Park adjaC'cnl. if acquired. would 
soh·<' the difffrult it's of area for pla~-. 

:\ lonroe (area of grounds. 1.7 <l{Tes) . It is sug­
gested Lhal this -:<·lmnl plot he increased in size to 
indude tht· wholt• hloek het wec·n )lelrose and 
Ora11gl' .\ \"Cllll<'S. 

:\ ldrosl' (n n•a of grounds, .OG acre:;) . This sehool 
also should OtTup~· t h1..• wholc hloek between 
Loudo11 and (~ilmer .\ n•nues. 

("'.; ilm('r (arca of grmmcls, .49 acrt>s) . The area of 
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this school propert~' is ridiculously small, and the 
whole block should be acquired for school use­
Gilmcr AYcnue to Enst AYenue and Third Street 

to .Fourth ~trcct . 
.Jamison (area of grounds , 1.05 acre:;) . This 

school is localed in a section of t h e city which '"ill 
see quite solid growth, a.ncl needs rounding out to 
at least a full block as shown. 

l\lorni11gsidc (area ol' g rounds, .86 acres) . :\. 
ll<'W school with ;1 11 area o l' aho11t· one-fifth of the 
normal minin111m area requirements, well loca ted 
gcographicall.'· in a<h·:111c·c ol' eil;\· clen·lopmcnl. 
but not yet ndcquatel~· prepared t o m eet the com­

ing population density. 
llel mon t (area ol' µ;rounds . . 55 acres). This is 

one of I he older schools needing expansion. Lot 

should he douhk·d in size. 
Commcrc·c (area of g rounds. A -1 aen·s). This 

sehool loca l ion is ohsokt<', and the area is incluclecl 
witl1 lhal s 11ggeskd l'ur the Ad111inislrali,·e Cent er 
for the city. The fo cilities might he lransferrc-cl lo 
the W est End or Park School areas. 

Park (area ul' g·rouncls, 1.0.5 acres) . A fine sl'hool 
plant on a small area . This area has not hce n 
shown inere:l.~t·d on ;1ct·o11n l. of the proximity lo 
Jlighlaml P ark. It would he wise, ho wc \-er, no t lo 

depend too ex lensin·ly upon the facili ties or the 

Park, for, undoubtedly, the building will need 
expansion, which '"ill reduce the grounds con­
siderably. 

West End (area of grounds, 1.9 acres). A. Yer~· 
attractiYe school building somewhat misplaced 
and limited in size. A small addition is suggested 
on the south s ide to extend the property to Mar­
shall :\ yenue. ~\ proposed street on the east s ide 

of the properly will se t the- grounds off definite­
ly nnd incr N1sc the g:cncral appearance of t he 
schoo l. 

\'irp;inia 1-kighls {are;1 o f g rounds . Ui acres). ,.\ 
commanding locn lion for a puhlic building. The 
lot occ'11pies all hut a s ma ll portion of the triangle 
be tween \'irg inin An•nuc-. D c-nnisto n :\n·nue and 
Amherst. Strc-et. It would he ck sirnhle that this 
s maller triangular p loL h e added nl some future 
dale. 

Southwest \\'asena (a rea of grounds. 1 . !)4 
acTcs) . ;\ new sr·hool propert~·. wt'll lncnt<'d. hn t 
again res tricled in siZf' for a rnotkrn g rade sc-h0nl 
plant. It i,; s uggested that the propert~· he ex-
1.<'nded wes l l o Canterhury H oad. 

Cr.\·stal Spring!' (area of grounds, .8 acTt•s) . It. 
i:-: snggcsted that t h<'se g rounds he expanded to 
include the• area within Fifi 1i nnd Sixt.h ~trcets , 

Carolina and Hosnlind ...\.,·enucs. 
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H IGH SCHOOLS 

J efferson (area of grounds, 1.8 acres). This 
school is so situated from point of Yiew of land 
and locntion that it is distinctly handicapped in 
its activ1ties. The modern high school requires as 
a minimum twenty acres of land for adequate dc­
Yelopment of its func tions. It is recommended 
that when the circumstances permit a new High 

location, adjacent to .Jackson P ark, which has been 
recommended to he extended, shou ld he adequate 
for the present. period of planning. 

Raleigh Court Junior (area of grounds. 1.88 
acres) . There has been recommended a park adja­
cent to this school, both for general neighborhood 
purposes and for the benefit of this sehool; also, it 
is suggested that the school grounds proper be 

f,l TY ,\Ol)JSO;\' Jlll!IJ S( ' 1Il111f , C( ' Clf,CIH l·:r>) 

( Fal·i11~ \\
0

0.:-:li i11glt'1J1 1'~1rk 1 Cnr rol<Jr't•d pt•11J•l,·J 

School be loC'ated in some commanding site, with 
from t"·ent.v to fil't,\· aC'res of land about it to pro­
vide athletic facilities . This does not rnea.n that 
the present plant should be sc;rapped , for it ca11 
he made to !ierYe Yery nduable use . ..; to the city by 
performing some specialized sen·ice, suC'h as junior 
high, trade school or community building. 

Lee .Junior and Annex (area of grounds, .!38 
ncres and .8 acres), are down LowJJ sc·hools, hein~ 
surrounded hy the business dis trict. The redistri­
bution of school populat ion will suggest their cl i\•er­
sion to other uses, s uch a.s the Adm in isl rativc Cen ­
ter, other public use or private business, in wJ1 ieh 
ea • .:;e lhe junior high school popu I.it ion of tliis seclio11 
of the city could well he centered at wl1a l is nowt he 
.Jefferson High ~ehool, ctnd lhe High School re lo­
cated to a more su itahl l'.' ,.; i\ e. 

.Jackson .Junior( a r1>,a of grounds, 'i..7 acres). This 
sehool rec;ently has heen en largf'd in plant, and its 

expanded lo include an area generally bounded b~, 
Lin coln A ,·en ue, Sherwood,..\ yenue extended, and a 
north and south st reel near Lhe present c:it.y limils. 

Northwest Junior (area of grounds, 1.86 ncrcs) . 
Th is school is adjacent to the pr?p.osed Lafn.yette 
Park. If the park s ite is not acquired for such pur­
poses, it is highly desirable lhnt Lhe school site be 

tripled in area. 

Cor.or<£D ScHooi.s 

(;ainshoro (areft of grounds, .58 a~·r:s) . This 

I I . _ 1 1 . ·t wr" di ffi cu It post twn to po-
se 100 1s p acec 1n • ·' . . . 

I . II 1 ti e JJltysical l11m Lat.10ns do not grap 11 ca y, ant 1 • · . 
' t · · crease in the use of this suggest ;in~· Yery grca 1 n • · 

sc Ii nol. 
< ;r<'gory (area nf gro11ncl;;, A:j Hc~es). Some-

whal the same s i Lua lion surrounds tl11s school as 

Gainshoro. 
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H arrison (area of grounds, .36 acres) . I t is sug­
gested that this school be augmented in area. by 
the remainder of the block east of the line of Sixth 
Street extended. 

Northeast .Junior High (area of grounds, 1.26 
acres). I t is recommended that this school be made 
the best possible for negroe::; in all respects, and that 
the area be increased to fi,·e or ten acres in the near 
fut urc. 

In addition to these proposals for existing 
schools, there are recommendations for other 
schools in the large regional territory surrounding 
the present cily area. These proposed sites axer­
age ahou L four acres in size. The purpose ol' !'mg­
gcsting these sites in advance of the grow th of 

Roanoke is to secure sites for the School Board in 
ad Yance of rise in prices, to get the schools located 
where needed, to preclude the necessity of estab­
lishing schools on leftoYer ground, to assist in the 
deYelopment of the areas by haYing a substantial 
nucleus about which to center residential activi­
ties, to haYe the schools accessible without being 
on main thoroughfares, and to be so distributed 
as to be within walking distance of children's 
homes. 

Coordination of policy in regard to schools. 
recreation and parks is highly desirable in any 
city, to avoid duplication of both effort and ex­
penditures, and to bring about the best results for 
the physical ancl industrial deYelopment of the city. 

I I.Ill\ I·: \ II.I I.I. l'PUI,, P l' l'.lf{l"f ); ('l!EEI\ 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND PU BLIC AR EAS 

D1sTmnunox OF B u1 LD1:\"GS h u•onTAXT 
TO THE PuaL1c 

T HE public buildings of a city arc important 
elements in the city plan. This importance 

may be in relation to the citv as a whole or to a. 
spc~ific section of the city tl~rough a. fo rm of de­
centralization. " ·e arc find ing now-a-da:<s best 
resul ts in a ce ntral .Administrati,·e Cenler located 
in or on the edge of the business section with other 
centers or groups de,·oted to cultural or social ad­
Ynncement, recreation and the like disposed ahout 

the cit~· in appropria te locations in relation to the 
thoroughfare sys I.em nnd in keeping wi I Ii I he char­
acter of the nl'ighhorhood. All of these groups 
must he thoughl of in rela tion lo the l'ulmc growth 
of the cit~·. Certain isolated public buildings ha,·e 
certain Yery specific uses and these shoulcl he lo­
cated at the points most ('f\'ccl iYe for Lhcir use. 
Th is is the case wi th fire sta I ions. 1t has lie en dem­
onstra tcd in R oanoke lhat fi re slalions can be 
built in residence districts in harmon~· with sur­
roundings. 

)II '.\ll'll' .11. Ill 11 .111'\t: 
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Ao,·ANT,\CEs OF Gnou PTNG PunL1c B u1LDL"Gs 

There arc certain concrete ad\'antages accruing 
from bring ing together public buildings or an al­
lied charnclcr in a well located group. 

1. The conve nience int r:msaction or public and 
printte business. 

2. R eduction to a minimum of interfere nce of 
public huilding!'i wilh private property and busi­

ness in tc rcsL-;. 

:3. l\Iorc pennane11cc of the rn1111icipal center 
a11d Lhcrcforc grcalt•r sLability of land nt!ues . 

·k Eccmon1y in the original purchase of tl1e 
lnnd, tJmt is hy larger quantitr at lower rates on 
one sile. 

5. Heller use of the same amount of land in 
skillful arrnngcmcnl of the huil<lings and their 
archiLcclural desig n, than if scattered in man_\' lo­
calio11s. 

u. If the s ilc has been large. enough at the s tart 
lo meet lite probnhlc d c 111a11cls for such use, the 
periodic unsclllcd condition of the pt\blic mind 
O\"Cl' lhc location of each new building is nxoi<lecl. 

7. These groups, if nppropriately de~igned, 
will le nd lo rai. c the s landartl of all propcrl~· in 
acljaccnl hlocks ancl t l111s imµro\·e the fiuancial 
sil11ation or lhc cily . 

8. Suilablc opporlunilics for Lhe comliinnlion 
0£ lltC ciYiC urls, Or archi tcelurc, sculpture, and 
lanclscapc archilt•e l11rc in the dc,·clopment of lo-

cal ions. 
!). The l'i\'ic group 1'Limul;1l.cs c:iYic prick, iL 

~in~s form Lo the conrnnmily t•fl'ort. and h enrlcrn; 
1111cl j nspi res :Ill< I g-11 ides cleYelop111e11 L of pri ynlc 

prOpl' l ly. 

'l' 111~ .\n~llNJS'l'U .\ 'l'L\"l;; ('E:-11' .ER FUH R oAXOKI-} 

This i-:1·ou11 would consi:;l of tht• present :\l1111ic·­
ipill Buildin~ and the proposed Ft•dernl Builclin~ 
und Posl OHic·t• with 11 pln;m between. The gnrnp 
wo11lcl ht• k1cn lt•d 011 the blocks ho1111ded h.'' t'amp­
lwll .\ wum•. :-it•cond aml 'l'hircl Streets, S. \Y .. and 
Lm·k .\ n•1111c and hisccted h.'· Churl'h S lrcl'l. T he 
pla11 propnst•s that the block 11orlh of Churc:h 
Street lie ~in•n on' r tc.> the :\lunicipal B11ilcli11g, 
thus prn\·idin~ l'or its r11t11n• expa nsion. The en­
lirc bloc-k sou t lJ nf Church Stred woultl he set 
a side for t Ile l•\•di·i·:tl Huilding . In tlil' ~pnce lie-

tween would be den•loped a plaza in such a man­
ner Lhal traffic on Church Street would be carried 
through but would not interfere ";th the prime 
purpose or forming :l. decorati\e court between 
the two buildings. Second Street, Third Street 
:tncl Luck AYe nue should all be widened to allow 
greater facility in traffic circulation about tbe two 
blocks. 

OTHER Pu.aL1c B m LDIXGs 

Roanoke has a growing Public Library. The 
congestion of the building is becoming acute and 
a new struclmc will be nec<le<l in the near future 
for the lihrnry nntl one l'or n museum at a some­
what later da te. A Municipal Auditorium and 
:\1usic U nll is s ti lt n tl1ird structure that wiJI be 
needed by the growing Roanoke. Ko specific Jo­
cation for this cultural g roi1p is shown on the plaJ1 
but it is sug~ested that the linking up of this group 
with the educational system of the cit.'' would be 
the best mea ns of extending Lhc benefits t o the 
whole city. The ph~·sical localion of such a group 
might he made about the West End school as a 
nucleus. 

.\ mPORT 

The mallcr of lh(' .\ irporl for R oanoke i ~ 1)11e 
or first imporlnnce antl as such ha been made the 
suhject of n ~pccial report (.\ pril ~5, 19~8) whic-h 
is g i vcn here in f 11 II. 

R o:rnokc is promi11c11L amm1g 11 g r1111p uf 
ni11ctcc1t c i I ics wh ie l 1 hn n• idcnt ifiNI l hC'm­

seln•s wi th nn energetic s lalc-"ide woY1'men t to 
secure fo1· Yirginia n s~·s t' l'lll 1) [ airports. This i s i 11 

tl1 t• nat lll'l' nl' n c·oijp(•rnliq· t'fl'orl he l \Yt'cn tlw 111n­

uicipali lit•s and the :;tn lc, l hl' lalkl' orforinc: its ;IS­
sis tallC:C tl1ro11!£h tht' State ll igh\rny Cull\;11issio11. 
Thl· /.!l'O~raph i t«tl \o(·aliou or R oanokl' makes ;Ill 

aiqwrl n p1\rli<:nlarl.'· ,·aluahk adjunct to the e ilL 
lb; position al tht• :-;011 tlwrn l'Xlremity of the ~h~;,_ 
arnloah Yalll'y which is c·o11li1111all.'· im-r1'asing in 
popularity a:- n lm1rist rt•gion nnd ih 1ndu:,;tri;d 
ac-l i,-ity art• so111·c·e:- ol' lra Ai t: fm ai r "t'n-in· iu pa:-­
,.;cnge1--;, l'reighl. mail and l'XJH"l's". Tltl'Sl' po-;sihili­
t i1's l'1111nol lie t·:q>it alizc<l 1111\ il l'at·ilitil'" t'xi:-l lo 
p11l lltl'l11 on ;L sn1111d lllt:iis . '.\ o 0 1w ,;h,,uld ~el. tl1t• 
in1prt'ssio11 Lh:1t (T1'ati11~ husi1wss hy air st'n·iet' i:s 
an owrnighl J c,·elop111t'11l. 11 is 1.n1t· ol' 1110.,e pf'­
ruli:ir tl1in1?" whit'h r<.'quin• a fi r;;t expe1·ien<.:e and 
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that first trial is often times difficult to sell but 
haYing weathered the pioneerjng period, it is cer­
tain to become sound and profitable. 

GENERAL Q UALI FICATIONS FOR A)l' AIRPORT 

In the survey of the Roanoke regiou the fol­
lo,ving qualifications ha'e been kept in mind as 
the basis for selection: 

a. Safe flying conditions. 

b. Proper relation to the cit.\T awl regional de-
velopment. 

c. Adequate area. 

d. Good drainage. 

e. Possibilities of expansion. 

f. Accessibility from R oanoke. 

g. Low land cost. 

h. Low cost of development. 

£. P roximity to light, power an<l water. 

It is obYious to all who have interested tbe111-
sel n~s in the Airport that t.lte ideal in all of the 
a.boYe items cannot be hoped for. Roa.noke's re­
gion is not level. I t was necessary to examine all 
s iles with tJ1e vie,vpoint thal the raling of these­
lection made might be low in regard to some items, 
but that rertuin conditions must be satisfied to the 
f(I'C>atest degree. These are-safe flying conditions, 
proper relation to the city and regional de,·elop­
rn ent, irnd adeq uate a.ret1 .. 'Vif·h these rcquire-
111ents met, the oth<.·r qualifications are under con­
t rol. 

Jn tlte smTey all !'iks wen~ im·es ligated that 
J1ad ht'en sug~esle<l h.v the public 11p lo April •UJtli. 
Also the r<·~ion -;\'ll" sean::hr<l from the air, b.v au to­
m1>l 1i le a nd on foot fnr uthcr possihililiPs. The l'ol­
lm1·i11g' sitc.s wen.· in n•sligat.ed: 

1. Cook, on ll1<:· Lee 1Ii1.d11rny. 

.1. Ohe11c;hai11, 011 Roanoke-S:.dcJJl Road. 

. 1. Yis<"os<>, Pa;;l ol' plan ls. 

-~- Troul, 011 Salem-L~·n<:hl111rg Ro~HI. 

o. Cannaday, ht'lween Old R o<.:k Road and 
lfershlJc'r!.(\'r RuLJ.J. 

U. All1crt u11d Kin'l.e.v, three. miles wrsL of 
~UIPm. 

7. Strickland, S:tl(•rn. 

8. Kininger , near Williamson Road. 

fl . Andrews, Cove Road. 

10. Andrews, H ershberger Road. 

11. Tract on Rmrnoke Ri\·er in section known 
as Eastover. 

11'2. 'I'ract near N. & W. Railway in southeas t 
Salem. 

13. Tract west of and adjoining l\'foson';.; 
Creek. 

1.4. Tract south of' R oanoke RiYcr, Lwo miles 
\Yest of Salem. 

11). Tract immedialely east of Mason's Creek, 
north of old Roanoke-Salem Road. 

The study of the region for the City Planning 
and Zoning Commissions ha.s progressed to the 
stage 'vhere uses of land in the region have been 
generally determined. The region immediately 
north of the L~'nchburg-~alcm R oad. is heing de­
Yeloped as general residential property, while 
north of this portion is «1. Ycry rich farm section . 
This region is R oanoke's great resource of general 
residential property and shoul d not hn,·e intru­
sions which are incompatible with this type of dt'­
velopment. 

The a<lja.cent territory to the east and soulh 
arc topographically u usu i tcd to de\·clopmcn t 
which requires level areas of large expanse, and 
conseqnentl.v lend~ itself iu :1 large measure to use 
as residenlial property uf l'airly large di 111ensions, 
such as est a tcs. 

The in<l ust rial de,·elopmen t \\"ill con li n ue to 
exp:.111d along th<:> rail wads which trn ,·e rse tlw bot­
tom !ands along t lie R oanoke Hi\"er, bet"'ee11 
R oanoke a11<l ~nle1 11, with off-slwots lo the nol'lh 
along the i\orfolk and " 'cstern Railway (Sheu­
a11doah Didsion) anrl to the so11lh a long the 
\Yi nston-Sa ll'tn ])iYisio11 of the same rnilroaJ. 
:-;ile.,; for industries C>f laq.{e scale are somewhat 
Jimilc<l and should not h<:> encronchcd upon by 
other uses but should be Ite l~ fr~·c for surh oppor-

t .t. lY "Lr·i,.;e fvr brrngmg new plaJ1 ls Lo 
lll11 · 1e.s ns 111~ . ' . 

I he reuio11. . . . 
J L. . 11 · tlu ·tri"·tl i·l·1ss1ficat1on that airports 

JS JI\ H:' Ill ~ ' "" . , 

I 1101
.,, J1e·111 ,, con:·aderc•d, because o[ 1ue more am 1 ~ · ,... . . 

1. · c "IJitiou n;; comlllPn·ial lrausler l 11;; c0111111g: re ·o.., · . . 
. t 1. ict" of 'tircrafl J11HJ1Ufactun11g, and po111 s, tts al Jiii . • • • 

· , to r·esidentwl prop(•rty from the as a JlUJSHJIC(' . ~ 

st;Lndpoint ol' noise· and traffie. 
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\~1ith this background of sequence of develop­
lllent for the Roanoke region, it is wise to plan 
the Airport so that it will he located in the bes t 
possible harmony an<l coopetation with the future . 
T he general residential rtreas to the north, the es­
t ale t~·pc of arc;~ to the cast and south m.ust be 
eliminated as unsuitable locations, resulting in the 
inclusion ol' lhe Airport in or near the general areas 
most adapled for industrial purposes . T he dis­
tance f rOJll R oanoke and also Salcn1 to an airport 
should nol he excessive, otherwise the g renl ndue 
of the air serviec \viii be minimized. vVilh these 
restrictions thrown aliout the location, it seems 
apparent that the best location will be in the sec­
Lion lying Lelwcen R oanoke and Salem and be­
tween the \Vashington A venue-Poplar r\ venue 
line a11d the Lee H ighway. In this section lies 
mosL of' Lhc potential industrial property, but cer­
Lain large arCa5 are unsuitable for this use and il 
is these tlmL luwe been carefully investigated ns to 
lhcir value a.s sites for the airport. 

RECOM:\1 ENl>A'l'IONS 

' Ye have not been informed of the financial 
rnelhou hy which the city will den·lop an airport 
beyond Lhc fact that the fi11ances :\ re in sueh a po­
sition tliaL Lhe permanent Airport cannot be at­
tempted immediately . This nce<l not prcelude 
R onnokc from dc,·cloping an area wh ich will an­
swer the needs of lhc city unlil sud1 time as wu.ys 
aud means can be found to own lhe Airpo1-t. \Ve 
concur in tl1e decision tlrnt a field be leased for a 
slio rL period whik the tin;tn~ial problem is be~ng 
solved. I n vi<.>w of this situation, we mn.ke the fol­

lowing recommendatio11s. 

1 1, L c•"e<l Ji'ield. For this use we · em11ora ry c ,.; . 
consider that the location, area, road :~1111~ct1011s, 
ulilitics, antl the ••encral flyin~ qunhfkal1ons of 
the lrncl known a;the rroul Field will ~)CS L sel'\"e 

I · · · .. I ii such l1111e a:; l he t 1e n•qu1r<.>ments ot the c1t:1 un · . . 
. 1 1 . loJJllll'll L ol a. rnun1c-c1ly urn~· UHU<..' t'lnke l ie t c' e 

i pu 11 y ow lll·d lidd. . . 
,1·,1 . fi I I 1 1 , 1•11 ope'r·ntio11 as a H.nng .field 11s l' l 1as wei. . . 
. • • t . vears. dttn11g which at mten·nl,.; for lhe pa~r., e11 • · . . 

. 1 . I . . ,.enera lly m eL a nu l 1011 tn11c we umlcrslant 1t 1,1:s g 

requirements. I ts close proximity to the city, 
being immediately :uJjacent to the city limits on 
the west, makes it quick of access and easy of con­
nection with utilities. :\. small expenditure for 
grading, hangars and sen·icing facilities "·ill make 
it imrucdia.tely a\·ailable for use. 

~- Permanent Airport. A selection has ueen 
made of a site for the permanent Airport. The site 
suggest ed is localed on the Old R oanoke-Salem 
Road. about oue mile beyond the Trout Field 
on land owned by J. H . P arrott, T. S. Wright, 
and J . F. Henry containing approx.imn.tely 125 
acres, with the possible extension of •i5 to 30 acres 
on adjacent property . :\. study has beeu made of 
the possible development of the a rea and in cor­
porated as a part of this report . In this sitE', there 
seems to be the higl1est axerage of f'a ,·ora ble char­
acteristics. The prentiling win<ls are generaJJ~­
southwes l, west, and norlhwe;:;t nnd in these direc­
tions l"UllW[LYS Call be constructed ~,400 feet Jong, 
requiring some grading. To secme a uortb and 
south runway consi<lerable gm.ding will be ueccs­
"arv but from local sottrces we ha Ye been informed ., , ' 
that thi ::; orientation of wind is Yery seldom rnet 
with in the region . In the study the operating 
buil<lings, such as hangars, office, sen ·itiug equip­
ment are located on the nortb side of the field anLl 
to the east cn<l of the runway, to facilitate opera­
ation of planes and sepan\te them from t]1e hi!!L­
wav. A road is shown at the estreme eastern entl 
of the field com1ccling l11e sen ·ice g roup with the 
Roanoke-Salem Road. In addition, tl1e re is de­
signed a large pa,rking area. for automohiles on the 
south s ide of the flying areas, directly aCf"l'"'" ihlc 
from the highway. 1'his space will accommodate 
at least 600 cars. Airports are heeomin~ rnore and 
more a populax point of congr0gation, and <.:;ll\ be 
made altractiYe through nii·ious mclhods. as 
places of recreation and enterl<1in111ent. Tltc Roa­
noke-Salem H ighway should he re \'i\'ell and made 
one of l.lw dirccl routes to Salem fron\ l~oa111Jkt'. 
Conf:ideration !'lhl)uld be inYitC'd to the po~sihilitie,.; 
1)f sN·uring. in conjunction with flw rtirpnrt. of 
park lauds brt\wen the fl~' ing field alld l\lnson's 
Creek, jus t to Ll1e we,.;l, a,; a part of the rq.~io1ml 
planning. 
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SEt1tI-Puouc FACILITIES 

In addition to lhe ahovc-mentioneJ puhlic 
builtli11gs and public areas there me other uctiYi­
ties which a re puhlic in use ;md chnracter but pri­
Yate in control which :shouhl be governed by simi­
lar principles in the matter of' location and devel­
opment. These a.re hotel,; of a residential or tourisl 

Jll l Uf.ll' 1,lllH .-\ 1:\' 

l1 oa1 11•kt• 11 1 · i·,l~ u );M\' Public· l.il.w:rr.r BuHlli 111; 

type, clubs and hospitals . Their locations should 
be such as lo not interfet c with the business t!is­
tricl nor the apart.men t hom;e dis trict as :i. whole 

.::,c ..... ._o!, :)0.'•I ' 

.PL.OT P l.A.1'1 

and if coordinated in relation to the thoroughlarc 
system and to the city pln11 in general they wlll ajd 
an<l increase the general efficienQ' 0£ the city. 
Railroad stations also should be considered in a 
similar Hght. The present fairgrounds seem to he 
no longer logically located and a new location has 
been suggested on the proposed :Mason· ,_ Creek 
Parkway between the Salem R oa<l and the ex­
tension of the Old R ock R oad. The factors leading 
to tl1e selection of thii; sile were a suitable topo­
grnphi<:al an<l gcogrnphical location , good highway 
accessihili t~·, railroad connect ion anrl l he proxim­
ity of ek clric car transportation. 

C1 n c • \ RT Co~1 r.11ss10N 

In <:onnection with the future de\·elopment of 
Roanoke, we helieye th at great good can result l'r01n 
the nclopt.io11 of a method of eoordina ting all of 
tlH• efforts of both the mnnieipnlit~· aud the puh­
lie at large lowarJ the gene ra] ::l])j)C~lr<lllCC of tl1C 

city. The establishment <>f n CiYic .\rt· Connni:;­
sion is recommended ... Y11osc dul·y sh o11ltl lw lo bring 
about appropriat.eness aud ha rmony i11 archilet'­
ture, sculptun', landst·ape architN:lurL' n11d rclatccl 
nrts throughout the c-ily . 

L&J: J-11.; l1 WAY 

J \JG G.J;;ff101'j - J::O.R - C IVIC 1-l l G.hLWAV ·· GNTRA.i'jC.'G- .. · · · R O AN O L.:'..t; '\f[RG. l i'l l.Ac 

l'llflPCIS1rn PL.-\ '\ VPI! A\ 1\l•'(IHM .\ '1'1•1\ ST \TllO '.\ A'iP '!'111 ltll'<'l' I ,\ \II ' '!'•I 1n : 1.•ll 'A'l'l·'.11 1•\ \( \l\ \Ill.II\\ \ \ I.\ l'l( 1\1 I·::- 1'" T iil·' ITI'\ 
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BUSINESS DISTRICTS 

Co::-;G£S1'I01' 

M uCH may be said of tl1e trade development 
of central husiness dis tricts, but the person 

who should be mos t progressh·e in Lhe settlement 
oJ' nnv difficulties is the business ma n himself'. H e 
is in i)usiness to make money, and it is part of his 
business to locate where business will de ,·elop. It 
is known that traffic up to a certain point brings 
trac.le, and al'Ler reaching a certain density it will 
seek outlets a nd new routes which di,·ert trade. 
Enormou:s expenditures ma~· be made and s trict 
regulations may be inrnked. but until business is 
willing to meet the new conditions imposed on a 
comm unit.'· by motor car transportation, there will 
be no arlequate relief in street traffic congestion. 

Sl(:\s m: li ,\ST (',1.IJJ11SELL ,\\'E'.'il"E ( ' J(EATJ; ,, ..... U.'i!:) Jl:l l'J'l.Y 
I l'l' l•!.ll f A.'i!'E 

One of Lhc rnost important m easures of relief 
from congestion is the high de,·elopment of the 
tl1oroughf'arc :-<yslem. If lraffic can ;:n-oicl lhe cen­
tral downtown d istrict and other congesled points 
where it has no concern, then Lhere exists a semi­
locul problem that it is possible to control Ii~· co­
ordination bet ween the <:apacit~· of the s treet:-;, 
lrnildin~ bulk and arlificial regulation of flow. The 
Zcine Ph1n will aid l'fl'ec·liwly in secu ring Ll1is c·o­
orclinalio11 l><•t ween properly u:;e and capacity of 
Llw sln·cts . 

AuT0~1uu1L£ P AuK1xo 

Parking of cars i11 tht- down town district should 
be lakt~n care or J,y j 11dirious use of street space>, 

c·.1.111'Ht·:1.1. ,1n::--:n: 1:; 1:1:.11w 11.r.Y m:1:--:c 11·rn..:s..:D 

ulilizalio11 of unbuilt-upon a reas, and the deYclop­
ment of storage garages of the ramped lypc. The 
large department stores and others will find it good 
business lo pro,·i<le parking facilit ies for their pa­
trons. 

, \ onmTJSJNG Sw::-;s 

. · igns showing the name or the store and an in­
dication of the type of business a re Yery useful, hut 
iL is recommended that these he carried flat on lhe 
wall of the buildi ng . Also it is rec:omrnendecl thn t 
the multilude o f sma ll signs O\'erhangi n~ the side­
walks he prohibit<:'d in tlte interest of public safety . 

:\11sc.;J;;LLA1' EOU8 

Th 1·011gho11 t the rcpmt yarious rccom me ncla­
t ions Jiuyc been made whic h haw to <lo wilh t he 
grnernl appt•ara ncc of the s treets lltrough Lhe use 
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of well designed street names, lighting, and t raffic 
control standards. 

::-\E1c11non11000 B us1xEss CEXTERS 

The natural course of modern city deYelop­
ment is leading to decentralization. The size of 
Lhe cit~-, its arrangement and topography, has 
built up neighborhoods of more or less definite 
boundaries and of vnrying distnnces from the 
downtown business center. It is natural that at 
some central and accessible point there should de­
,.cJop a small local business group \Ybich will sup­
ply the neighborhood with groceries, meats, drugs, 
personal sen·icc, and perhaps automobile sen ·ice. 
These groups a re composed of two classes usually: 
the small indiYidually owned store and the chain 
store . 

These local store centers perform two outstand­
ing functions: first, as a com·enience to the neigh­
borhood; and second, in relie,·ing the thorough­
fare system of a considerable amount of traffic that 
would otherwi e haYe to utilize the central busi­
ness district. The important factor to be watched 
in these subsidiar~· centers is their location and 
arrangement, so that they grow in such a manner 
that the congested downtown conditions will not 
be reproduced. Careful attention should be paid 
to their location on streets of adequate width. The 
stores should be set back from the street line to 
allow parking of automobiles off the street, aud 
buildings should be of a character designed to 
harmonize with the chMncter of the neighbor­
hood. 

.lEPFEHi'n:>; STHEET, 1.0 0 1\D. G UUTll 

lu t1w hu~i 11C'~~ sc<· lh.H1 ~·t the ei ty 
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DEVELOPMENT OF WATERFRONT 

T HE waterfronts of Roanoke ha,·e been men­
tioned under the heading of Parks and Park­

ways but here it is desired to emphasize the water­
fronts from the point of Yiew of general appearance 
and safety regardless of use or ownership. It is of 
Yalue to the city from l wo angles that these s tream 
courses should be cleared of debris, shaped up and 
kept in a sanitary mnnner: 

1. The general effect of a clean, sanitary ap­
pearance of the streams and banks upon the city 
at large and upon Yisitors. 

2. The keeping of the Bow of strea ms unob­
structed to preYen t the fl ooding of adjacen l areas. 

Unwise filling or dumping of refuse into tltesc 
streams tends to restricL Lhe normal flow and in­
crease the hazards from floods. 

All routine irnpro,·cmenG; of these s treams 
should look toward the ultimate aim of seeming a 
permanent character to the stream so tltat ns 
changes in property adjustments are efl'eclcd lhcrc 
need he 110 disrupting of Lhe course or hanks. Es­
peciall~· in industrial zones the stream should be 
walled in to allow maximum use of the land and 
convenience in maintenance. O ther sect ions along 
the ra ii roads could be plan led ad nm tageously with 
trees to protec t the ha 11 ks. 

)l.\SO.\ (' I! l·'.l·:I\ 

"\:1111r;tl 111•:111l_\ .. , .. ,1 ..... m·h a:-: tl11• .. t• ... 11011hl "'; 1J1·1; .. ,,n ,·d 

'J 
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Htl,\ :\01\ I·: ll IYEI\ 
Hi\·,:r l1a 11k t" IJt>iH!.!' tl~•·t l :t:'. 1 lum 1 •~ 

llll.~:\\ll\E lll\'1-:ll, :\1·: .\l l ,..;,\L E~l 

The pi<'turf' aim\\" i:-0 nu illu:-:tTat itlH ••I whal <·au happ1·u IP 1ld:-- li•·:111t ii ul ~c· •·lll· ;1 in·~h·r t t•d 
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T RANSPORTATION 

TJlB 111 aller or tra 11sp11rlalion in R oanoke is a 
n·ry 011lslancli11go11l' forsl11d,,·,since so m11eh 

ol' l he C'it~··s welfare is linked with it. The subjeet 
is'' large Olll', hu t one that can he handled from a . 

l·it~·-p l :l!l11ing point of ,-icw i11 :1 hrond w:1~·. 
Hoanoke is n railrnacl t•entcr. nnd owes muC'h to 

lite railroads, and il is l'orl111111lt• lli:1t llw railroads 
la kc• s11C'h an a('( j,·c in l <.>resl. i11 l ltc welfare of t he 
c:il.v from hot h the ph,,·sit'al a nd cc·m1(rn1ic ,-iew­
poinl-; .. \ I lirst i11spl'c:lio11 it 111ighl seem lhal the 

Xlllll'fll.1' .\~O \\' "STl·:llx ll.111.Hl\,\ll \'.111ns 

ra ii rnad ri;.d it s-ol'-way i 11 lerfcn· \'t'ry seriously wi l h 
tlrt• t·i l y in it s dcn•lop111e11l. A s n 111al lN <1f f:ic:l. 
wi l h a 'rc•w <'x<·epl.ions, l lic loC'a lion and conecn l ra­
L io11 o l' the righ ts-of-ll'a,1· 111 akt• lh t• prnhlem <'Oll\­
p:irnl in·l~· sintpk, and om• whi:h is more ~a,·or~ 
:tfiJ1• f>O(t•11lialJ\' in thl' £ult1rl' \\'tlh till' C'Ollllllg OI 
1•lt•t·I rili<'a t ion.· Tlwn· ar<' no st•rio11-; prohkms of 

lr:td\'\ i11tl'1'£ering with lltt• lwsl llSC' Of Jnnd, and 
lhl'l'l' :ll'l' rew stn.•cts with lr:tt·ks in tlH·111. Thc·~­
haw lo so111c l'<>llsidcr:ihlc exl<•11l pr(•e111pt·ed tlw 
l1i111k.-; of the R oanoke nin•r, h11I not cn ti .. dy so. 
nm ha,.,, t Irey tle,.il rnyi•cl :1 II ol lt t' r pos:--ihk chanc·cs 
of d1·1·1·1opnicnl. The 111ain prohle111 fm Bl>:tnoke 
and 1 hi· railrnads is l hat 111' :11kq11a lt• and sal'r c ross­
i 1\1-{s. 'l'lte pas L ltas ind ic·:ll l'd :->ll<'l·t•ssl'u I 11ceo 111 -

pl i-;llllH'll ls and willingness 011 Ll1t• pnrl ol' lhc rni l­
roacls Io med this sit ua I iu11. B1·idgc~s O\'l'r l hl' 
right s-or-,rn ,. a r<' 11ec·essa 1·~·. i111d in a I most a II (':lst's 

ll1t·1·c arl' <·l~an-l'lll solutions lo lit• had. T ypical 

illuslralions or impron•m<.>nls nC'cdcd in the next 
dcn~lopmcn L p<'riod or t wc•n l,\' or l wen t,y-fi,·e ~·ears 
a r<• as follo\\·-;: 

El imi nation of the T azewell .\xenue grade 
crossing O\'Cr I.he Wins ton-Salem Divis ion of the 
Norfolk and Western Rnilw:1y tracks. T his is a 
c u rrc11 l nccessit.'·. 

Tiridgcs o,·er the w ide belt o l' lhc l\1ain Line of 
the Norl'olk and Western R ailway tracks. 

6th Street, N. E.-!->th Street, . E. 

HLl1 Street, ~- W.-13th ~ trcet, S. n·. 
IDlh Street, 1'1. ,T.- 19lh Strcel. . W. 

Jclforson BouleYard (proposed) near P eters 
Creek. 

Ol'11cr changes will he required l'or the w<.>lfare 
of holh rnilroads and the c·ily, such as-

~h:111'er's Crossing- l:ndcrpnss, pri111arih· the 
mn I tcr of impro,·emenl in npproad~cs at 
hoth entrances. 

::\inlh S treet Crossing. c:onm·cling the Old Fin­
{'aslle R oad with Xorfolk .\venue and pos­
sibly Thirteenth Street, S. E. 

,Jefferson Street. This prohk•m is a major one. 
Tt is q uite appnrcnl lli:tt a SC'parnted cross­
ing is rnosl dcsirnhlr for l h1.• public we lfare. 
:lllcl ll1a1· llw solutir111 is m1c• whieh cannot 
he nrriH·d at exc·t•pt hy dt'lailecl study ol' 
lmsi nes:-; as c·onduded in t hr clown t

0

own 
area, and the pnlie~· of lhe railroads tt>gard­
in~ l'utur<' opcral i11g 111c ll1ods. Th<• que;:­
l ion of a new slnliun is also clost·h· allied 
lo this prohlem. ~ 

011 I he :-ilwnandoah l )j,· isi1111 :111d \Yi 111<t·on­
~ah•m Division of the :'\orrolk und We!'1tern Rail­
wa,1· I ht• 1'11Jlnwi11g points ll l't•d i111prun·menl: 

1'11dcrpnss or 1..nll'hh11rp: Rn11d . 

Crndc crossing on J l•lft•r:--1>11 .\ wnue. ~nutlt. 
near tlw Roanoke H.i,·c·r. Tiu' tracks hcrt• 
mak<· an acute angle.• witl1 th~ strt>cl, and 
wi l h I he incrt'nse ot' l r;dtic cm hot h street 
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anr} railroad, '1. very unsare C'Orn.Jit.ion will 
a.r1~P:. 

Brandon A\'enue- Franklin Road intersectiou 
with Belt Line and Winston-Salem Divi­
sion. 

~atural physif'al harriers and railroads at other 

I 

I 
I I 
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E:~·~ . TDflCk'/<; .. 1 
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poinl>; make bridges and gra<le separation 
necessary at future dates. 

Fifth Street, S. W.-Colonia.l Avenue bri<lgc 
m·er the Virginian Railway, Roanoke River 
and Belt Line. 

)iineteenth Street, S. W., hridge over Virginian 

.:: 

, 
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R nilwny , R oanoke Ri,·er nml llcJt Linc to 
connect with Grandin Road. 

Franklin Road at Yirginian R ailway and "°ins­
ton- alcm Di,·ision track. 

Ivy Street hridge O\"Cr \'irginian R ailway and 
R oanoke Ri\·e r. 

Eastland R oad bridge over Yirgini;rn R ailway 
and R oanoke River. 

Other grade regulations to the north in the un­
dc,·clopccl sections at J ... ocust Avenue, Lib­
erty R oad, Hershberger R oad extended and 
Jcl\'crso11 Doulevard extended. 

--
/ 

~-- · 

I t would be highly desirable if the rights-of­
wny could be kepl in as attracth·c a condition as 
possible compatible with the circumstances. ThLc:; 
is pnrtieularly true where lhe railroads operate 
along lhe ri,·er, and in indus trial sections. 

ll is not thought that a l Tnion Station is a feas­
ible proposition to urge upon the railroads under 
the present circumstances. 

The industrial dc,·clopment u1>on sound Jines 
as indica ted under " Industry" is essential to the 
wclfnreofRoanokc. The two railroads are well situ­
ated to both assist in and lo benefit from such de­
,·clop men L. 

I 
,'). 

,,,,,~_ 

,t'· .. ir~~ 

1·11111·11-;rw 1..\1\~: 1:-.. "1·:.\ n:n llf:ll:ll'rs- ~1,CTh '' '' 1111 :-;wrn 111' 1: 
1'11111 •• inn 111-;111"1 

C Ftom <lrnwinl! h 'UUrUmit•tt '" .\Ir. Jo.: i-;, llnh&,;11 ... 
wilh J::uhanJ.. :.: t ';1lth\t~tl, \11•tut1•c·t .. ) 
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INDUSTRY 

THE Chamber of Commerce hns had prepnrcd 
a n Industrial S urYey* o f R oanoke, which has 

examined exhausti,·el~· into the many aspects of 
industrial a ffa irs . T his repor t has been published, 
and is availnble fo r refe re nce to any one interested. 

The Ci ly Plan has conside red induslrial mat­
ters b road ly fro m the following three angles : 

1. The types of industries most suited Cor 
Roanoke. 

2. The best locations for industries. 

3. The factors influenci ng indus l ries in select­
ing loca tions for new or add itional plants. 

TYPES OF I NDUSTRIES 

Roanoke t o a la rge extent is a railroad c ity, for 
the Korfolk and Wes te rn R a ilway has large shops 
and offices localed he re. The employees arc men 
who are l::trMely permanent in their work, and so 
ha,·c liuilL up homes and famil ies. It is Lhis sub­
stantial fami ly popu lu Lio n which is looking for 
opportunity in some form of inrl11sl ri11l :1cti1-il_y. 
It is higJ1Jy de!'iirable tu Roa noke that U1is popu­
lation he pro,·ided employmen t and not be a llowed 
lo drifl awa.r to olhe r c ities. The la rge artificia l 
s ilk plant is a s ple ndid type o f ind11s lr~·, nnd it fur­
nishes emplo.,·ment to Lhc g irl.s of the-;c families. 
What i:; needed now is a din•r.sified list of indus­
tries that will a h!'ior b the male population whid1 
does not find opporl unity i11 the niilro:id s hops . 
The geograph ical location of R oanoke nm l her nii l­
road con neclions indicate a f<L, ·orable c-e11lt"r fo r 
lmrnch <>r second;11·~· plants o f t-sl a lilislicd i11d11s­
tries. It wo11 lrl scL•rn d1•:-ini hie I hn t Sl'Yt'r:tl suf' lr 
plants of medium s ize nn<l typ<' wou ld he Qf mosL 
va lue in l h L· indus l rial fipJif, s ince t lie rc n re now 
lwo V<'r~· corn mu ndi nµ; i 11d us l ries l1wal ed hl're. 

Locations fo r I ndus! ries. Jn ;ulclitio11 lo the 
sma llrr unbuilt-Uj)OD inrl11s lri<il ti-ads alic1ut thc 

"lndustrial Kurv<·y of Ho1111okc, by 'fochnit'>ll Advis11ry 
Corporation. 

c ity th ere arc lwo out s tanding locations l'o r ind1is­
lry: 

l. North of' the c it y along lhe ~hcnandoali J>i­

Yision or llic Norfolk an<l 'Ycslern Uailw11,\·. 

2. WcsL of tl1c cit.v close hy l he Yfrginian Ha il­

way and lhc :\orfolk 1111<1 'Yeslcm R ai lwa v ., . 
ln addition lo lhesc Lwo nrcas, there is :rnotlwr 

locaLior1 sou th wc:-;t o f the city lo ward ~larkc.r. 
The \Yim;lon-S:.tlcm Division o f Lhc Norfolk and 
\Yeslern Railway offers railroad co11 11c<.:Lions in 
this area. 

FACTOHS l NFLUE~l'lNL; lNIJUl5THI E~ 1:'\ :\TAKIXt: 

SELECTJON 01·' StTl::S 

T ire following factors arc not lo be <·1mslrucd 
as an cstahl ish cd formula,, buL j11cl11de Llrosc most 
generally ratecl high when a su rn .:y for sc:lcctio 11 is 
he i11g made: 

l. Climate. 

•l. Lalior- cliar;1<.:Lcr Hnd :;upply. 

~- Raw mnlc rial. 

-i , Prox imity lo the cs tablis licd m arkcls a11d 

COlllJll(' l'Cia J C<.' 11 lC l'S. 

.). l>owcr. 

G. Tni11sporluLio11 fut'ililic .... . 

7. '1':1xc~. 

8. Li,·in g co11ditio11s wi Ll1i11 means or Ll1c 

e m pln.vees. 

!1. Edm·ational s~·s f C' llt of Ll1c eil.Y. 

lO. Pos!'i iliilit ies for n·c·rea lio11- sodal a11d 

ph_, . ..,i(·a I. 

JI. Genera l pt>Ji (·y <•I' city low:rnl lrnlHe c• ir-

1 I
. 11011.,1·11 ,, and :1.em i11g- 11aH1t·h · . c·il ,. 

Cll ;t Hiil, " " ' • 

plan11i11K 
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AREAS FOR COLORED POPULATION 

D O.\ l\OI\"E has shown inelinalion to include 
ft Lhc ncg roes of the cily when making improve­
men ls for the betlermcn l of Lhe ci Ly as a whole. 
The planning for impro,·ed rcerea lion facilities 
has hrought parks a nd equipment; the expansion 
or the school syslelll has hrough l new school build­
ings. holh g rade and high. The programs for cx­
lcnsion of the thoroughfare sy;-; lcm will include 
such Lhoroughl'ares for all parts of the cit.'·· 

The nreas at present occupied by negroes is 

shown on the Buil t-lip Areas of the Exis ting Con­
ditions :\lap and a comparison of this map with the 
ComprehensiYe City Plan will indicate the great 
exlent to which planning includes these area . 
Zoning will protect their homes from the enc1·oach­
m cn t of business and industry in the same manner 
as in all other sections of the city. General ex­
pansion coordinating wilh that of the whole city 
will be an important part of' the city planning p rd­
g ram. 

l'.\R\.I\ c· 11~: t:1\, \t: \IC llULLl\s RvAD 
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SAFEGUAR DING CITY DEVELOPMENT 

U~DER this heading comes one of the most 
rnluahle instruments for carrying oul many 

of tl1e city pbnning proposals for Roanoke. The 
c ity now has the power to control the s uh<li,·ision 
of la nd for a d istance of fi,•e miles from t he corpo­
rnte limits . The practice of the past in the plalling 
ol' la.nd for c ity use has ignored conl'orm a nce, be­
yond the personal wishes of Lhe de\'elopers, tu ad­
jacent propert~· and the general circulalion '.1ccds 
of the comm unity. Th is sit uation has gi\'en rtsc lo 

\lot"'\T\l'\ \ n: \I ·~: '"' vn .\Sl\1 .1'.\ r:o.\11 
~hu\\ irn! jo!! i11ltt1· .. 1<-c: tjuu 

11uwy irrt>gularilil's. sm·h as jugged or dead-end 
s t n·t>t s. .\fan~· <if t hl'in ;11·<' dn ily c·om 11wn lt'd 11 po11 
by hoili pedest rians 1t11d 111otor cci r dri\'e rs. Th e 
con ection of Ll1e . .;c dela ils wl1ieli in mauy cases a1'l' 
posili\·ely Jangerou . ..; lo Ii i'<> :111d propert,\', is a n t•x­
p1·11si \ c propo!-iilion . 

With lhe power to control the pla.lting of land, 
il is hoped to secure U1c cooperution of all lan<l <lc­
Yelopers lo the end that platting will mee t two 
important aims: 

1. To arrange land in conformi ty with t he ma­
jor s treet nntl highway plan. 

2. To climinalc all s tructural irregulurilics 
which p erpetuate indefinitely charges for 
correction. 

The apprornl of pints fo r acceptance in :fi ling 
s houlcJ he based upon Lhe sa tisfaclion of the two 

following principles: 

l. The c:onfon nily of Litt• addition lo the main 
lhoroughfare sys lcm, park and recrealion syslem, 
and Lhe other factors of' l11c• city plan which con­
Cl'l'll the reside11ts of the city al ln.rge . 

2. Tlte s uil11.bilil ,Y o l' the liu1d for tl1e proposed 
use, the seeming of good s treet arrangemen t , i11-
d11cling circ ulation wit hin lhe property. and o rde rly 
connec:Lion with any cxisling street layout. T iu.• 
ob taining of blocks of suHicie n t size a nd shape to 
pre\·ent a n unnecessary number of slreel inter­
sect ions, and the cJi,·ision o f' blocks into lot:; of ade­

q uale s ize and shape. 

The City Pinn 11i ng ('o m111is!Sion has id read~· 
prr pared R~les 1111d R egu lations for Platting of 
~uhdiv isions will1in the a rea subjec t lo Llac k·gal 
jurisdic tion of the <·ity and l11ese will he avniluble 
as guides Lo all desiri11g I he m. 

.. ( 'i/1111lwllli11g i11 i lsel'f dves11'/ co.yf 0111)lhi1111. f t m l'<Ul!'J at /!ti' 111n.~l th.atllhe. 
· · · I km~ o/ funds lh ttl ll '<JLLld hare bee11 spot / upon p110Lfr e11lerprises for I IC 11·mll(! ' : 

II · ·111 · I / · / 1 • / • /II · ri11ltt k111rl 1N111 l / //If/ 11· 1 J(' "' fJC'ltl 111 1w gr,.oler r 1•yrr•1• 111m11 I tr fl{/ If 1<11L~. am 11 • ' I if ·. 
r·ost more; the right kind, 1.che11 ym1 f!o11 sider that !he element.~ of ·11'<1Sle f//tl . ~ mi.Z­
lake are eliminated. 1ci ll l'OS1 l e1J.Y. The sai•i fl {/ to a11 y cily go1•ern1~ie 11f t irou~ 1 

1·u11111w11 sen.Ye plwwiny a11d thro11f1/i lite 1Lrlic11/utiu11 cd all cd its 11!tys1cal , 0(1 of 1 .~ 
p11blfrf1111cli1J //.~ in a 1.:0111111011 sc/u"11"'· 11111.y/ be i11cafr11/aU/e . .. _ (: eo1·gc· ,:\k. nc ny. 
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68 \O:\IPREIIEKSin~ Cl'J'Y PLA~ 

ZONING 

GeKenAL 

T H E purpose of zoning is to secure l'or both 
t he C' ity aud the intli"iclual the hesl dc,·clop­

mentol' property. There are three hroacl uses made 
of properly, namely. res idenc-e, lrnsincss and in­
dustry, and the requiremcn ls and u,;e of land differ 
in each or these classifications. Land ldt uncon­
trol led takes on as man~· adn.ptalio11s of' tlic•sc three 
uses as tlie re a re ind i,·id11als. aml these propcrt~· 
de~·elopruen Ls quite ol'Len du not take place in right 
relation.ship to the adjaC'cnt property, so I hat prop­
er!~· established uses of land may lie injured and 
yalues destroyed. It is i11 l11c orderly arrangement 
and dis tribution of land uses and the proleclion of 
the property owner in 1i syslenrn tic n1;111 ncr L liat· 
zoning' has its great va lue. The exis ting uses nf 
pruperl,)" are nol clisturlicd in gt•11eral hy 7.0ning, 
l'or it is l'lllirely the f11lure de\'dopmcnt lhal it is 
propo.sf'd lo control for Lhc ~encral welfare ol' the 
puhlic-. 

rt;E D1sTRlCT1' 

TIH' fol lowing is the classi(ical ion of llSCS or I hl· 
Zo11e Pla11 l'or Roanok e: 

Orn1•rcd Rr.side11ce. Tl1i . .; i,-.; I lie di . ..; I ric·t of 1 hc 
sing-le f'a111ily house, hut it prO\·idC's for c·f'r lai11 

otli(•r pulilic or ..;emi-p11fili1· ww;; . . -.;11c·h ;is dnlis, 
p11l1li<' liuildings, park..;, t•d11c·:1lic111;d i11slilnlious 
and si111ih1r agP1wi1·s. 

87Jcr·ia( l fr8ii/encr. Tl1is dis l.ric·l is pri111arih- a 
dist rid l'or 11111lliplc· dw<'lling;;, apar1·me11I l11iildi

0

nµ;s 
and lwtels. but. of c·ours(•. pl·r111i ls of 1 lt(• 1...,1.;; 11f 
1 lw singk- fa111ily Jislrid. 

lfo8i111•ss. Thi;; di:-1 riding i11dudt•;; Ilic• down­
town a 1·1•a a11d all of llw s11l111rlian hu;;im·ss <'Pllll'rs, 
and Jll'U\·icl<•,.; lcwu I ion fc\I' rl'lail s tores, o(·fi< '<' build­
ing-,;, ."11d c-1· rtain i1wide11lal n1:rnufac·l11ri 11 j.!, Hiid 
jJl'rntll..; the• lliWS of IJol h ~C-'llt' l'al and .'iJl('(•ial n•si­
t](•fl(•(• di.;l rids. 

f,iyhf l11r/11.~fr.1f. <'<'rlai11 industric·:-. l1t•<·a11.;p <if 
llw c·l1:1rad1'1' <11' tlwir 111:111111':wl11rin~. 111a,\' lie• c·;ir­
ric·d 011 i11 '"'''~<· pr1Jxin1ily lo 1111· B11,..i1w:-:s Dis t rid 
and llw Ht·sidt>lll"t' l>islric·t s, and he lo<·ul<'d adju­
<·t>11 l lo llw-.t> st><·lio11..; willio11t i11e·o11\·c·11i1·ih·i• 0 ,. 

i nj 111",\' 

Tlectr!J lncl11sfry. Tlw dislricts J'or hcaYy in­
dusl ry art• loeakd pri111arily in rclaLion ·to ll1t: rnil­
roacls, H nd in c l udc n II l'ornis ol' m:111 nfaC"Lnri ng wh id1 
me noL oll'cnsi ,-c or ckll·inwntal owing l11 odors, 
noise or dirl. 

IJ g1c:11T 01s·ru1c·Ts 

. 
1
Tlie principlt' iun1h-ed in rt•gulati11g tl1e ht•igl 1L 

is l 1al Lhc height of slrnclurt•s shall hear <'lose re­
lationship lo lhe width ol' Lhl' st reet or O)>l\11 SJ>llCl'S 
upon wh ich they nrc 1•n•(·Led. 

In ll1c Gt•ncral R esidence D islricls no huildin" 
shall CX('<.'l;'d ;;ixty rl'cl iu hl·ighl. '"' 

I II l he Special n(' . .;id(•lfcC :t nd B usin(';;s Districts 
no building shall <'xtc•1•cl Lh(' width of Llw sl 1w·l. ex-
1·cpt tlial il rncel certai n requirements in sl'lbaek 
of building lin(' In ol1l:1i11 11ddil io11a.l he igl1L. 

fo 111(' 1 nd11strial Dist rid, s ix Ly f'l't'I l1:1s liel'n 
cslahlish(•d as the 1ll'il-{l1t li111il. <'x<·epL for ct·rlain 
portions of h11ildi11~ r1•1p1irc·d for llie co11d11t·l of 
~pec·ia I processes. 

111 a 11 cases the lwigh l of 11 no1·c11 pi1·d I nwc•rs 
:111d spin .. ._ is unrest rid1•cl. 

:\I! E.\ l) l ).\"J'I! J( "I'S 

'l'Iw n·~· lrielions 011 tl11: aren of lut lo lie (l!·­

rupic·d drpt'1l<I.-; 11po11Lill'11sl' uwdl' of tltc· Janel. Jn 
t Ill' C :1•uc·r:d and S1wc·ia I Hc·:-id<'IH"C' 1>isl1·ic·I-;, whic·h 
are pri111aril _,. for living q11:1rlc·rs. the area \":triC's 
r 1"0111 I It i l"ly Jll'l" ("t'lt I. i II t lit· ( ; l'll('ntl fll'i4 idc-111·1• l>is­
l ric-L to s<•\·c·nl ,Y-liYc p t• r 1·<·nl. in t ht· Sp1'1·ial Ht'.'­
idf'11<·1· J>islrit"I.. In tli t• l~usiness f) i;;lril'I ninl'ly 
per ('(:111. 1;r ll1t• lot Hr<':t 11 w.'' lit· 01·1·11pied, \\'liilt· i11 
th(• l\\'O l11cl11strial I>istrids Liu• lol:il arc•11 lhat 

ma,r lw l111il1 upon is st'\'e11t.'·-fin' per <·t•nt. 

(; F:XJW.\L l1 1t0\' ISION"S 

Prc)\'is io11 is macll' in 111<' Zoning Onli11a11N· for 
Ll1e t•slnl>lis11111ent of 1> 11 ilcli 11g Ji11es, for c·ha11µ;1•s i11 
li11ildi11µ; and land list•:-:. l'or 1111' cl:1.ssifimt ion or 
ful11re aiuii·x<'<l ll'rrilor~·; for enl'or<"l'lllt'lll ol' ll11· 
rPµ;11 l;i t i<>11s for I ltt. :i ppt•:\ I l i.\' ;igg-ril· ~·c·d p1•rso11-;; 
Llit• HPJ><1inlnw11t c1t' :1 Boun l of Z111111ig .\ p1wals, 
and l'or a111<· 11clni('ll[ l'roill I in11• lo tint<'. 

%011i11µ; H11l t"s a 11d n('~u lations will bl' i·t·1·-
1111111tt•111lnl in a s<•paral(• n·porl HS q11i1·kly a..; 

I IH')" <"llll lu • 1·0111pll'11•d. 
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REGIONAL PLAN 

ROANOKE is not a segrcgate<l area. I L bears a 
Yery integral relationship to its adjoining 

territory, and the factors which iaiiuence Lhe re­
gion influence also t he cit~·. There has come a mu­
tual understanding of this situation, and along 
with this understanding has come the knowledge 
that there should be mutual effort to soh·c any of 
these common problems. I t is the pro,·in ce of' the 
regional plan to meet just such a situation, appl,,·­
ing the principles of hroacl planning which are uti­
lized in general cit~· planning. Regional planning 
im·oh·es three broad considerations of an arcn. 
These conside rations arc circulation, use of land, 
and lhe re,..;er,·ation ol' open spaces .. -\ r<•g ionnl 
plan has been prepared for Roanoke Coun l y under 
these principles. The concentration of pln.nning 
has b een centered in the ,-alley a rea.o;, which coin­
cide wilh the region o,·er wh ich the City of R oa­
noke has heen delegated power of control; I hal is, a 

re~ion five ·miles from the pre:-;ent city li111il..<.;, ex­
cept·ing the 1 e rritory of :rny in corpora led lown. 
In ll1l' rt•gional plan the circulation and us<' o f laud 
hfffe been studied to hrinJ.( about conditions whi<:h 
will pren•nt unsatisfadory munic·ipal dcn:lop­
menl wl1e n nt some future dale tbe cit,,· limits of 
Roa11okc haw• been exLcnded. In othe r words, it 
attacks 1 lt l' rout nl' t l1e t•\· ils, for Liu~ ltig l1way sys­
tem of Lhe rt•gion of to-day be<;omes the r· it,v U1or­
oughfare s~·slcm of to-morro w. Iligh WU;\' rou lcs arc 
shown com iog into Roanoke in a radial fasltio11, 
and also s urrounding tl1c city in a circumfere ntial 
marnwr. Tlll:se J1ig-l11ra.vs s hould he al lcw;L JOO 
fet>t wide lo 111Pct tlie t~Yer-increasing traffic. They 
are ,;o anang>ed that trnffi c need not pass throug h 
tile c·e11ter or the city, hill ma~· h,vpass on 011l' of 
sc,·cral ro ul<>s, de1wndi11~ 11pon lite sc<·lion dcsli­
natio11 i11 the cit~-. 

RArLHOAD R1nw1·1-;-0F-"',,y 

In ~C11pral , lh<.' railr1J:1ds li 11\·1· l'ollowc·d s 11<"l1 lo­
n1.lio11s llial tlit-y do n<.>l cause rliffi("ult.\' in plan­
ning hPyond the securing of adequate nnd safe 
erOs!-.ill~s. T o a Jarg<: exl<>11l, lwwen.'r, Ibey Jia,·e 

located along the Roanoke Rin!r, and so fores ta ll 
an organized river front <levclopmcnt. They do, 
howe,·er, sen·e Yery well Lhe areas availahlc nn<l 
suitable for industry. 

ELECTRIC THOLLEY CAn Srn·ri::~1 

Tmnsportation is l'urnishc<l in this reg ion be­
tween Roanoke and Salem, and the line is so lo­
cated that it serYes a reg ion of di,·ersified use. 
Sites along its route should he <lesirahle for t:crlain 
ins lilulions requiring public trnn,.,portalio11. 

l\T l'.'IOR RO:\.DS 

The system of major highways of lhc rl'gion 
docs not include many uf the minor 1·oads, i11as­
much as they sen·e onf~r small portions of the dis­
tricl, and the planning of such a large area must 
11eccssn rily preclude some of lhc delails or a road 
sy:. tcm. 

A 1 It\\'.\ YS 

It is hoped tl1al the clcvelop111e11t of n11 airport 
will secure fot· R oanoke a11d the surro11ndin~ re­
gion ils location upon an established airway, so 
th al il rnny bc hroughl in lo closer <:011lad and c:o11-
nec:tio11 with lhe husiness ct·11lers of Lhc east and 

sou I Ii. The de,·elopmcn L of lhe pcrm:u1e nl air­
[>1JrL sl1011 ld be undcrlak1.• 11 as soon as prac l i1.·abk,, 
before the ail-ways ha,·e bct'n loo complcl(•Jy cs­
tablishc<l for cities lo gain co11sideralio11. 

UsE oF LAND 

The dcndupmcul of urcas Lhroughoul Ll1c rc·­
rrion s houl<l he in line with Lise following c harnc ler­
i.-;tics: Topography; d rnirwge; ttansporta~io11 f ncil i­
ties; aud rt:•lationship to already es~1blisl1cd con-

1.t. ' l'I ·n 11 ·n" of course, w1ll l1e the sttr lll' 
( I IOllS. 1(' ll ll!I "'" J1 

I "LI · the citv ·1ren · 11·1111l'lv w;es g<'nerally fouo< w1 1111 . • • . • • • . . , 
· · · I ·Li·1· ·ii (111c·l11d1n" nrrr1<·ul-res1ue11c;e, hus111css, 1111 11"' • ... ,.. 

· 'J'I • h rire area for gc11l' ral lure•), 1tnd rerrealw 11. it ' ,., . 
· I · ·11 I C' 11orl h ol' the n I y. and 

l'l'Sll l' l\n: l'Xpa11s1011 WI ) . 

· I I · J' olJ·il,lv d l'11:-:e8t populallon, the 
111 11s areit n pr • ,, . . 
grcalC'sl allention has hf'(' fl pmd to the plarrnuig of 
future require11wnts. 'J'he Lhorougl1farc syslf'lll, 



ROANOKE, VIRGll\TJA 71 

the development of parks and recreation areas, 
the selecLion of sites for schools, with adequate 
playgrounds, an<l the distribution of business lo­
cations- all h:we been thought of with the idea of 
reducing complications of the coming days. The 
regions of the south and southwes t are topograph­
ically more su ited to resi<len tial eharacter based 
on larger land units, so that in the ord inary course 
of even ts 've may expect to find the hill regions oc­
cupied by residences of this type. llusiness will be 
distributed throughout the region at strategic 

with few structures thereupon may be divided into 
two classes : The public uses and the priYate 
uses. 

Public Uses . It is highly important from the 
standpoint of drainage, preservation of natural 
resources and scenery , and for recreation, that 
certain areas be reserwd in the region for public 
use. The stream courses are important, since they 
function either as a decided asset to the city's ap­
pearance and control its layout, or else they be­
come disreputable and unsightly open sewers. The 

~ron .\1.\\1" S l'lllXW~ .. Jt"S T :\OllTll rw YILI .. . \ llt·:ll:ll'l'S. XE.\11 ('llYE no.\n, 11 .\\"E ;\ FLO\\' OF :5'E \"lm.\ L ~II Ll.WX C:.\l .LOXS' D.\11, \" 
Htn111d l l ill i11 tlu• ri~ht badq::·rou111l 

thoroughfare intersec tions and at \'arying inter­
vals, depending upon the density of population 
and distance from the city proper. Industry will 
occupy certain well defined a reas adjacent to the 
present railroad rights-of-way, and the locations 
to the north along the Shenandoah Dh·ision of the 
Norfolk and ' Vestcrn and along the main line of 
the Norfolk and ' Vestern and the Yirginian Rail­
ways also ltaYe suitable la rge areas in the western 
portion of the city. For lighter manufacturing cer­
tain areas within the city lilllits ha,·e the 11ecessnry 
q ual i fie a Lions . 

0l'E1' SPACES 

The open spaces, or t racts of land primarily 

regional plan proposes the reserYation of portions 
of the R oanoke R iver, Tinker Creek, l\fason ·s 
Creek, .I\Iud Lick, l\Iurray 's Run, T~·lcr Creek, 
Back Creek, and several olher slreams. Tlw pres­
ent natural condition ol' some of these streams is 
extremely attractiYe, and little would be nec<led 
in the " ·ay of de,·elopment, beyond accessibility, 
to make them a unit of' nn organized park s~·stt'm. 
In addition to these parkways, t here should be 
areas resen·ed as open spaces whi<.:h may be called 
ei ther park lands or forest reserYations. These 
areas shoul<l be of <.:onsiderablc s i:t.e, and form n11 

objcctin• for aulomohilc driYcs \Yithin eompara­
tively short distance of the city. The propo.st•d re,;­
erYa lion on Poor :.\fountain j,; of this type. and i,; 
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within fifteen miles of the city. Other areas of 
similar character are suitable, and might be ac­
quired at a Yery reasonable figure. Already a tract 
of 8,000 acres has been offered at ~L price of four 
dollars an acre, in the Fort Lewis l\Iountain dis­
trict. Tracts of this t~·pe would be left in Lheir 
natural condition, beyond tbe necessary minor 
clearing for fire protection. The importance is 
emphasized of connecting as far as practicable the 
Yarious types of parks and open spaces by the 
parkways, so that the fullest adYantage may ac­
crue to the city in appearance as well as in the 
utility of the areas for recrea lion. The school 

grounds will also count as open spaces, inasmuch 
as the minimum of four acres has been used in the 
designation of sites. This will pro,·idc adcquale 
playground space for the school, as \\·ell as area 
for the building nnd its setting. 

Pricate U:s£'S. In contrast to the p111>lic uses ol' 
land for open spaces, the general topographical 
and climatic charncterislies of I he region are such 
that it is an admirnhle location f'or printl.e inslil11-
tions and colleges, for stim ula tion of' in terest in 
country cluhs and the development ol' country 
estates. The fulles t encouragement should be ex­
tended to dc,·elopments of these types. 

[ 

" The r1real need for regional planning /o-da!J arises from the fact that as 11rba11 J 
~ regions e.1·7)(1tld you .!tc'.re. 1'.of small i11/: 11sire areas u.f bad gro.1clh , bu/. ''.'i<lcl!~ ' ~ 

e.d ended areas, sujfer111r1 .Jrom co11r;estrn11 and unhealthy s11cf(tl Cu//(/1tw11s. 
-~PIC'd cd . 

if .. fl people are s11ffiric11tly interested and determined as a 111/11>11' to plan 1' 
a and re[!ulate city g:o1cth accordiny. to (I decent order ((11~~ pallcrn. fh e:·e u•ill in all ~ 

prvbc1bilit!J be arm/able the teclu11cal mecws fo do so. - .\lhcrl \\ .. \ lwood. 

\ I IE\\' !I I•' \ Ill .I. \ [ <JI '\T\ I '\ FHO l l '1'111·: Bl S l \' l•:ss S l·:i " l'J<I\ 
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MAKING CITY PLANNING EFFECTIVE 

('ny l'r,AN.:-IJ:\'G Co~rn11sR10N 

t\ S has h1Jcn pointed out, the Cit~- Planning 
fl.. ('om miss ion is a, coordinnling agency, and in 
no way supersedes the :ic li,·itics or funf'tious ol' 
anJ· ex isting agency. The C'it,r I'lnnning Com­
mission ac-ls as a clearing house and a<hisor,Y 
h oard on general prnhlcms. It plan,:; for lhe t·ity 
as :1 1111il far in adYa11ce of the immcclialc needs. 
The Connnission ·s work is l he securing for the 
p11hlic and the priYalc citizens Lhe best ph,rsica l, 
socia l ancl economic rcs111Ls for R oanoke. A t the 
st;irl. ii rnusl be under tltc handi('ap of assembling 
a largl' amount of de tail inforwa.Lio n upon which 
Lo build I.he t'11lmc R o:uwke. 'l'lie building of 
Roanoke re mains the prohlc11l of each ciL,\' aclmin­
islrativn. and rightly :;o. a ::< the l'C]JrrsC'nlaLi\·e 
boc.l,v of l.hc people elected for Lhal purpose. 

Cin e.: l NT LmEST 

\Ye lil'spc<1 k far g reater iuLcrcsl in t i\'ic affair,; 
un tlic part. o f t he public al lnrgc. There is need 
for ,.;ound su ppur l in thC' programs of social, ph~·si­
c:al aud ecorrnmi<.: dt'\'l' lopn1l'nl sut h lls are now 
nt'cC'ssnry for Lire p;l'nrr;tl wcll'nrc o( Hon11okc . • \ll~ 
he rl'ncl' to Sll t'h prograrils dnPs nol rnca11 cxtrnY:r­
ga nL <.·xpeudit urC's, hu t only making necl'ssa1·y and 
proper t•.x p('udit \ 11·cs al Lire most fa,· orable Limt'. 

IL wnttld hen g reat step in arlrnncc ii' I.he iu ­
lcrc,.;l displayed in til t' rcc:l'nl national l'lccliun 
1.·ould he aro~tsrd t 0 a t 'OJT<.'SJHHlcl ing ,.;[andnrd in 
lllllilic ipal l'k<'Lions. (\ funicipnl 11dminislmliou is 

lwing \\'ell <.:oududt'd in H oanuke , awl for lite 
genl'ml public good. Tu make the nd111iui,.;l.r:1 I ion 
s t i\1111<H'<.' dTfr il' nl und sntisfaclory, lht·n· mus t he 
:rdt•quH ll' expr<·ssion 0 ( p11hlic opinion l hrn11gl1 
silt ·c·cssi \'C I wriods. E :drellll'S ill. mos~ l':tS<.'S a re 
n1isk•a di11g, i111d unl~- o\"l'\ I' n pennd of year,.; ea u 
llil' rt'nl tenor o f a. c·o111 11111nil,v he ex prt•sst•d. 

l>illi('Ull i<.•s 11wy it rise fnim l inH· to li111c in 
Yoli 11 g ii' tile inlen·s t 1nken in l'lel'lions Hul'tualC's 
greati~·, hu l whem•\T r possillll', l~1c n.l~l·lm11it•s 
eon nt·t'lcd with \'oting slto11ld hf' s1mpltf1ed. 

.ADJUSTED T AX .\SSESSME~TS 

It is necessary thaL from lime to time rend­
jus tmenl of lax ,·ttlualion be made, n.nd R oanoke 
is to be congratulat ed 011 boldly ta.king Lbis in 
hand for seltlemen L in 19~9. 

There is a strong disposition in c ities through­
out the United SLnles to aiisess t he cost of munic­
ipal impro\'emcnls upon the abutting properl,\' 
owners in proportion t o lhe henefits secured lhere­
hy, thus securing to the c itizens at large a more 
<.>q uilahle dis tribution in the tax asse.ssments. 
Roanoke would do well to lake the leadership in 
dew)oping lhis pro~re,.;.s i,·e melhocl in \'irgi nia . 

PLANNJNG FOR THE FIK,\XCl:\G OF l\fa.JOR 

I~ tPRt>\'E~T E:1'TS 

There has heen prep a red a list of principal rec­
onunc11da lio11s, and from this li1< t it \vould he well 
lo prepare a p lan fo r fi11n11ci11g on•r a. long term 
period. 'fhis finance plan should show the cost of 
these improwmcnt s, g iYe priority to I hr Yctrious 
projects, and estahlish ways and menus of obtain­
ing the 1'unds. 

The proposal has been madc. nud we coneur, 
that it would he adrnntageou." lo Lhr city to ha.Ye 
nn ach·i;;;ory hoard on Jinane~·s to s t u<ly que.--tions 
l'L'IH l i11g to l lw long-term fin a11 ei 11g- of major im­
proYemcnb. Such a citi zen,.;' board ,,·01ild not i11 
Hn.'· wa~· afft•c·L the legislatin ' powl'r of the Co1111-
C"i l, hul would place al the Connl.' il's dis1><>sid t-0111-

peteul financ:ial ath·it'l' 011 qucslion:-; ill\·oh ·ini; 
special and pruloug:ed sl udy. 

Jn order that this n10Ycment for the den·lop­
mrnl ol' Honnoke may hcco1nc dfe<·tin· il i:-:; P."i­

s t·nl ia.I llwt the• cit,r g-0YN11111 cn t and Lhc ('i ty 

rlanning Commission shou ld hH.\'E' thC' heart y('()­
OJ><'l'alioll of a n nroused p uli lit' inlet'l•s l i11 l'i\ il' 
nfl'nirs . supportc•d by the suhsh1nt ial h11sint>,.; . ..; 
in l t'l'C's ls , worki11g 1111dl't' a s~·strn1n l ie budget for 
fi11n11eing nrn.itll' p11hlic i111prrl\"e111e11ls under 1111 
<·<·0110111iC'al nnd well c·o11.-;id<•n'd plan. 
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ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 
Resume of R ecent Progress in Civic D evelopment 

1. Appointment of Lhe Citizens' AdYisory Finance Cornmjssion. 

2. The ('ity Engineering D epartment instructed to prepare a new tax map and card 
index system of real est ate holdings for purposes of reappraisal :incl equalization of tax­
ation Yalues. 

3. " .idespread increase in ciYic pride by commuJuly clubs and organizations and by 
the public at large. 

4. Active steps toward the promotion of adequate an<l appropriate highway en­
lrances to t he city, with st ate cooperation assured. 

5. Considerat ion of an ordinance cren.ting a l\1unicipa 1 Art Commission. 

6. D eYelopmcn t of Civic Center idea by pln.cing t he new F ederal Building near t 11e 
present l\Iunicipnl Duild ing. 

7. Study js being m ade of l lie way and nwans of acquiring a :.\ [ unicipal :\ irporl. 

8. Traffic: circuln.tion is being facilitated aucl impron'cl hy eliminating grades. 
widening p avements . ren lignmenl of strcrls, nnd the designation of st reets b;\· appro­
p r iate nn me plates. 

o. l\1ore climinnlion of grade crossings uf sln?l•ls and railroads. 

10. Splendid increase in school faci litic · . 

l 1. Cooperalion of yarious ckn'lopers in land suh<lhi ion. 

12. Addi tional cooprratiun bel\YC<.'ll City Council and Public :rncl PriYate 'Yclfart.' 
Age11 c ies. 

13. Public pnrks and pln~·gronnds nrc bei ng forlher equipped and act iYi lies direel<·d 
to rnceL the growing 11ccds of the puhliC' in rrcr<'ation. 
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ROANOKE AND ENVIRONS 
EXISTING CONDITIONS MAP 

Issued January 1st, 1929, by City Engineer's Office 
C. L. WATKINS, City Enginur 
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