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rom his front porch on the hilltop of the 700 block of Taze-
well Avenue, William P. Stamper can see rows of empty
houses where railroad and mill workers once lived.
Stamper, a retired flour mill foreman who has lived there
for 52 years, peers along sidewalks now overgrown with
weeds and lttered with burger wrappers and broken beer
botles
“I've seen it all. Lordy, Lordy,” he said, a cigarette in his
hand and his asthma inhalant on the ril in front of him.
“I've never seen a place change as much as Tazewell. It was one
of the nicest places to live. But in the last 25 years .
His voice trailed off, as if he were wondering where to start.
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Court examines civil rights law
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U.S. attorney seeks death penalty
Prosecution describes

Leisure activity grows with hectic pace, study says
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aReaders respond

THE INVISIBLE INNER CITY
R SPIGIAL REPORT

to ‘The Invisible Inner City’

or five days this week, the conditions of Roanoke's
old downtown neighborhoods were described in

our series, “The Invisible Inner
‘Stories documented the growth of poverty, tran-
sience and housing deterioration in seven neigh-
borhoods surrounding downtown and explained
how their decline affects the region. Other articles profiled

Day, Gilmer and Tazewell

‘We asked for reader response and heard from about 70

people from the Roanoke

Bedford and Botetourt counties. Some called with ideas for
how to help the neighborhoods; some thought we were unfair

in our depictions of these

Most people expressed concern and outrage about what
they learned in the stories.

The series continues Sunday through Thursday with sto-
ries about rental housing in Roanoke's poorest neighbor-
hoods and profiles of some of the people in the business.

Our series concludes the following week, June 15-22, with
stories about things other cities are doing to transform their
declining neighborhoods and about what Roanoke city gov-
ernment and neighborhood groups are doing.

Each day of the series, we'll be asking for your ideas and
reactions. Here's some of what readers have had to say so
far.
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Valley, the New River Valley and

communities.
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Plan spins

tangled web
of interests

Should a county supervisor  because the development would
Yole on a plan involvinga  have been churchowned and tax.
former employer with exempi, even though a for.profit
prbirlin ik s company would ave

locked in a legl battle?

By ChmsTIOA NuCKOLS
St of temper ad contie
a1 of soing cases n o
County. Bt Shenas
o 0 develo 8 e

ndoah Home

Sandon Boan. 2 ans s mowr Usa By e 15 maveshit aparumenta th bac o 1018 Jamson Ave. S.E.for two riongo
e B0 Sy s e e 0 i ey vatod o 3 e o s Cy uong e g
Bavg Har overd e s summe and Conderned . Thre' o muce wrong it U €3 T Aurpon
Goun.” he 33 aAmar'gn.nUnmaumue\ . s
Says ho vl ot re-ront the aparment 1t revives hostltes between

reen dldn't make good on

The attorney for

supere o
o and HOMF e Bet
" o g Shenandoah Homes is
n o s am In monihe ater the o rad seted s Ed Natt, who was
ot of e,

Johnson's lawyer in the

eal questions about the actions
dntmson and £4

™ Ed & '« o suit against HCMF, the
o W e ) company that was his
L A o e
St o e on v former emploger and
rening et ik W fhat would operata the

proposed retirement
village.
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‘The Dale Avenue Southeast s
house was one of 30 up for sale at
an auction held by Hall Associates,
c. last summer at the Holiday Inn-
Civic Center banguet room.
You can really milk this one,” said auc-
tioneer Barry Cole, trying to draw the 30 or
so landlord/bidders' attention to the “cash
cow.” He said the house supplied $1,035 a \*M s of (.“ skl “‘*“ e T s
month in rental income. Much of it subsidized ot Asocas suctonea Gary Cle wrks 1 coud ot an J'rff'lir".?ﬁ(f,iufi‘nl'fﬂﬂi‘ S indicated it Johnson neeed a
by the government. Shctonti e s "~ e Coe. Would be operated by HCMF. situation in which he was
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THE BUSINESS (OF LANDLORDING

SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 1997

s Fobrsan s e Pt sk At ar s, Pk s sont $2.000 a0 i T el v
. Marsal, moved o e Roupas iied thlc

Some Roanoke landlords
repeatedly violate building codes,
yet go virtually unpunished

STORY BY S.D. HARRINGTON / PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE KLEIN-DAVIS
Zae i Piecnd Ol gy BYANOKE TTHE
or 20 years, landlord Frank Roupas
could count on Alice Robertson to pay
her rent on his dilapidated frame house
at 1509 Centre Ave. N.W.
She paid him $60 a month for the
first 10 years. Then he raised the rent to $100.
Roupas had paid $851 for the house at a fore-
closure auction in 1971.

for a population in dire need. I

lecting rent every month and not
giving back what [tne tenants]

“For the whole 20 years, you _ After the city took Roupas o
 see him untll ent court, he made the minimum
‘comes,” said Robertson's son, pairs The Robertsons

T g T
Fipiei RRSESCS THE INVISIBLE

Roupas says he didn'tthink  the nail holes,
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m-&hulohedmnefdwum it and raise the rent to $400. PovsnyCrime ol ;

decay in Roanoke’s  cnough smoke alarm, The four- ‘Many of their properties pop  Richert _Quick monay,
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Last summer, a cty buding  Robertsons] want me to paint the 10 court. But General District ecl
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00 houses or apartment bulld- - ypieal of
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Davia Shepard St.s house at

room, matiresses

food roting on

Out ithout 8 word,owng him rrt.

Some inner-city landlords find their
dreams turn into nightmares —
they’re called tenants

avid Shepard Sr.
caught the bug in
1985. He and his
son, David Jr.,
went to a “Financial Freedom™
seminar at the Roanoke Civic
Center.

Mark O. Haroldsen, a self-
made millionaire from Salt Lake
City, told how he had amassed
a fortune in four years from
rental property and said anyone
with enough will could do it,
too.

e Shepards gt 0 pumped upa
ey g 5100 8 books
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Roanoke's central neghborhoods are often

denis. Th andiords st ko
Screen out tenants who are kel to
i hey ot e e propesis for
llegal actvty

“To me, it's not a lucrative business,”
 landlord Leon Brown. who ovens about
35 unis n apartment buildings near down-

poltied o three sets of fles in
his offce, each a foot thick. The fles are on

atleas three months (0 evict 3

incout coss o an vieion
“That's $42 you're putting to a debt
hat'snok easy o collet from,” he sid

The Shepards leamed quickly hat beng

fniely not a geerich-quick

s hing” Shepard S sid. The rambers work
. e out, bt when ou et down toth iy i
b o i oo o e it ot hat good”
b e by g p— e T T O L
Teather ot . takes
By business,  ont nh ofice ok — A ot oAbl s
Shepard’s driveway. Hé and hi s smmmnnmh‘ ‘summer, the
g bt e et g, it . :

i one and 10 properties. Som of them an he ot .
onthe vergeof i
becsioc ol ey thi rent o ot e
— some owing as much as $1,000. S FGU O SO i b sl

“They've had to absorb thousands of dol- —— i e ot s el “There’s not much you can do because

s s sy e T people you're dealing wih don't relly
evicedtenania who ned ot to be drg. T : e arything.”Shepard Sr. sad.
scsoringpubers - The dream for everybody is o have their own business. Well, "Two suimers g, atenan on Certre

oo el s e wo ey “acanciesfor
. that's probably the number one business in the United States. The es seen cockesos sve who wens iy

hoseownens ld Roanohe's wormout
i armpeg o
000 clonds riced ip e
tumed hem o rera

O s
sons along Pateen Avense w»m m

first thing is, no matter where you work, you can own a piece of M”‘;"“"‘;j‘"“‘"" g
rental property on the side.’
tow weowex

i hous it ronk wm at Fuirfax
Avenue and 10th Street Northwest. The cou-

C

the irst month's ren and securiy deposit i
‘The next week, one of the Shepards’

license o d, before 1085, there Now, he runs
s of rental houses  full iy business in Vinton o e, see the couple
B 1990, 00 percent of Roankes cen. o e . (il e By e e e ot o
endont “saidLeon  Roanoke. saw several madreses on the foos Shep-
nanty rental, Cers a o vt s idhe 15 people there.
oo e th bt haric Kepley s ighborhoods.  lucrative Wien e Soapm teeeped 10k
s arg enpies o reit hows ekl ey office, I
oke's o He died " gainfor. who had moved in were believed o be run-
101990 ot age 04 froreskienly 7o PLEASE SEE DREANS’S
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egy for landiords to buy up cheap

‘with Salem Realor Jack
Richards.

Between 1085 and 96,
‘Emory was named in 41 repair or
‘condemation orders. He was
takento court 14 times, lthough

eventually made ll repairs and

was never convicted.

property values will ncre

in 1990, Emory reduced the num-

THE INVISIBLE INNER CITY
‘A SPECIAL REPORT

fre wall
¢ he said. The code bs 50 past two years shows that land-
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“You drive in these communities
these communities. You work in these A
Wedon't live ina vacuum.”

’s. You shop in f Appeals.

Roanoke

His puniahune
Hours of communiy service and
5600 in ines

peigh.
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. but he
was taken to courton only one of
those citations.

happier the tenant
the easier i b for yourself. s

children i
entire house, lthough it was tll
divided ito three units.

Ona cold January night. a
fire started inthe bathroom of a
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v Frank Roupas, ballroom dance instructor and Roanoke \anmmu for 40 years, pleads for an extension in Roanoke Gcr(va Dws\nc‘(
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o, .1 o acran. 1 can o o

Frank Roupas:
History of benign neglect

HARRINGTON / Photos
THE ROANOKE

Story by $.D. by STEPHANIE

TIMES

KLEIN-DAVIS

oanoke landlord Frank Roupas works hard to make people
e him.

When a newspaper columnist asked readers what they
would do if they won the lottery, Roupas, 57, responded
inaletter to the editor:

“I will have a party for everyone in downtown Roanoke
on thie City Market, with pizza, food and everything to drink that the
law will permit,” he wrote.

“I will buy more cemetery spaces in Evergreen Burial Park to
help the needy:” he promised.

[ OUR SERIES B

TR,

{
T v T g of ‘
It

“Lhope youll include in
the sory that T've given
nine burial

four years,”
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Report says fuel tank
explosion caused crash

is where thedisintegration of TWA

The initial explosive force
occurred between two
structural beams near the
tank's center.

i draf report, wasthe begianing of
Deep e e cae il e
tank of the Boeing 747, ectives in a crime
more than 6 f a novel, investigators from the
cavernous living-room-sized
sructure into TS
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Report: Hate groups usually not at fault

Church fires
not a racial
conspiracy
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A frightening rash of church
burnings i recent years i not the
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1 train worker killed, 2

Fiery train crash
blamed on signal
or human error .

injured
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o for the Natnal Tranoporis

coal train and burst into
flames near Scary, W.Va.
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“You neglect the people who live here, pretty soon |
you don’t have anybody to work.” 1
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Politicians of the faith disagree, saying he deserves to die

Catholic bishops: Spare McVeigh’s life

“There s a need to continue to
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wrong."
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St. Joseph, Mo., recovered from floods to win
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