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t's hard to say how many poor Roanoke families have lived in
Charles Kepley's houses since the 1930s. Hundreds, at least.
Proably thomarei,
ldn't say he had slums,” said retired Roanoke Police
Lt. Paul Adams, who knew Kepley's properties as a police
officer in Northwest Roanoke. “His houses just weren't kept
up the way they should have been.”

Kepley was one of the biggest landlords in town. If a house
needed repairs, “He'd squirm, but he'd do a lttle something more to
appease. He kept them — not acceptable,” Adams said, searching
for the right word. “Livable, I guess.”
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Friends tell of a changed man
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JMJ Properties:
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Story by §.D. KLEIN-DAVIS

lorine Thornhill usually complains when she sees a house
being built that doesn't fit in with the old houses in her
Northwest Roanoke neighborhood.
But the past president of the Northwest Neighborhood
Environmental Organization didn't think to question a devel-
oper who built a duplex about six years ago on Loudon Avenue
No

\west.
“I thought he was building a garage,” she said.

——— P e
. : My

e ts | o esmottwons | | Yot 5510199

e e S e s Wi

i e haupes | 3 ot boimiy | (et L -

duplexes along Northwest @ h Management Inc.. were

oty | e cermmemie  THE INVISIBLE

the vinysided structures
bul between old

code violations.
By the end of 1904, more.

than half of

been condemned by cty

bul

INNER
ClTYXY

Baldng oftcals sy the g nopeio
suplses i he minkmn decaog egwonoucs il
n e | Someofthe dupleses s
buldngcode b oy | orntis whobts’ | vacat for more o o
v mor ieresed CEmenmomabies  gacah Fomcies
; hann I DT G oo
iing s hat it o the eighborhood. opment coondinsior. Vi
ey tew o o . e
: . ey dti Polock it
g Negeciood o Devopar Aoty e
idrmaiogy Nghbortood Formn* In 1903 the Vi Howing .m“:um‘ oy
e more vlux\ et By Dovle i Appridesdodes
forn el M ained sbout 89 renalunin e I PR L e e e
o t o e ipenes, sevoning 10 e s 1oy w:fqm r 2

ourt records * progan
Creditors. including five area basks, had more than al
53 millon b claims againa the partnership.

partner, sad h g spe-
i a1 mpany e, H i i
PLEASE SEE AUALL

of e vy
« b 0

Onl 10 peres
registered voters

et of the v cas
dominantly

Glliamson Rosd
e pices.
ldr, seeing ber second
carried 19 precine
Haland led n 13, bt

7 coug Toesy s e reacs
resasenne o0 suoconer
T ear 50 son o

Less than ' percent of voters show up
Earley is GOP’s pick
for attorney general

The nominee will face PRIMARY AT A GLANCE
RepusLicIn

Democrat Bill Dolan of
Arlington in the Nov. 4

eral elect |
general election. s

lots on 4 day when few others 'FOR ROANORE
ess than 5 percent of the | SOMMSEONER OF SEVENE

s34 mion v?..-mnm\ | o Soonnie ot AR sox:

ers partcipated in the primary 10

1l out the Rep e | e

Lo t v | Compton Pecer 1427 313

M”.m;nm Hage for lieuienase- | Wore ot

Hovem | Reouotcan Gy B i Nevater
Face, & former. misionary (" I

who shearheaded & successfal e

effon 1 yearto equse pareal ey Kiore, s former scr
ification for teenagers” abor. of pul i

ane, i hce Demmscat . S Ken St of Virginia Be,

Doln of vigion i he Ko 421 e Gl Davie

clocjon. Northern Vieginia lawyer, |

Earey son with only 36 per- percens

Bprixihy it fod PLEASE SEE BARLEY 6



The Roancke Times, Wednesday, June 11, 1997 A11)

THE INVISIBLE INNER CITY
A SPeciAL nepoRT

FROM AL

design of con. Thursdays
ij struction n all  Landlord Bob

the city's older  Fotzar did high-
bor-

ek uaity renova-

jo: Hons of old
involved with JMJ than his e o RS oy
e, Byrd could ot belcatd for - fow St

this sor
Dol mid e o vied

bisnabind simgliguipiry ty i n the inal stages

gl of reating the guidelines, Marlies
Bank pr who was s 8

‘convicted in 1995 of an unrelated

money-laundering charge. Mid-

South was disslved by the own.

ers in September 1995, according

te Corportion Commis.

As for construction of the
duplexes, Doyle «mm rere
Tever fmshed. I b
epices o ettt i
nilding code, he said. An

THE LAKDLORDS e

T drive duun the neighbor-
nood and sa -
thing e, I3 prob-
bete han arything on the
b
Bt the rental units continue

B . THE ROOAE TS
E55an Robertson looks in dismay at the view flom hi font door on the 2000 biock of Essex Avenue Northwest. M3 Propertes, now Gefunct, buit
the row of duplexs facing 3 il

Sparks, ot it e W H Y
na e e e

Thoruhil, went 1o ety oficils
for help trying o stop JMJ's con-

ATTERS

T i B e v e
The Ty e g he iy eould d
s takingcare of our o o Marle,Roanoke's cef of
| and .‘m"mm.,..‘imm. A community’s vibrancy needs to be thorough, | lomes v.«r anin e
=== | Fighcewm not limited to one area. ‘Like if you have a house, KT“‘;;‘“;""“‘“‘*‘;“““"“;‘ .
| uraldesin ony n hisorc - —
- strcs, and the Nor o
‘on the 2000 block of Essex Ave- do you keep one room clean and not pay any districts. and the Northw 10 be a sore spot for Northwest
et T G bl ot attention to the other rooms?’ [ it s ot eyeao
aamd e six cookle-cute white duplen o N, iy Atormey Wi g s eCaden
g vt ot T compiy v e ot | pcngoneonn o TSR oo | e gnile 6 Moy gl il -
i deroweome e _wg,\\enw’lvmmmmm || o s et K Forum s
progan; Gy el b e mond 10 sk he General A the
program's : by for authorsty o regulte he “Iwe had known
Bt wouldhave aker hre wared 0 demlih (e e, Dan Plloc,the ciy's s logged nin dug offenen et

108 y6rs o ppecmek bt
ey eceived hat money, Do

ey SNl woud have opped it i of
8"

G Housin
I3 bt oo mary unis o e sevendomestedorders i he
i B st el IO — " T, the formerpresi

Ivmh hun\ the hil. The Homeser.he s fomtaeny "-"ﬂ Il"il m dend ol the \“""“"‘ Shbor:
an b

mm- before i o g

e s of con hood Environm

r. o ot when b

o I on the ek ‘ e R T s compies ::“;;;"f;;;;";;‘m;;jm"\*
o Mo eeen of

Uw Imn(m\\hlm\« Neighbor up the properties. “They dese- | ‘code violations in rental { ks
|| oG 0 skt Teato | e iesiee | by o b oyt

i popety st He o e e Ry | &2

Sl e s 8 T s s=tmmeted

nptoa by s o i T T———

Senbttiont arios e —. | i i

s of them to landlord Guy

polce MeCadden and

By 2005, the collision probably will begin to glow in visible light The challenge now s to learn why

Astronomers catch the wave of a supernova  Astronomer: Black holes
o gt p 1057 too uniform for chance

is giving modern astronomers the
first opportunity to verify * g
v 2 e Nature is stamping out nown stelar black Roles and
observations made in ancient China. hcee tings o seven salr 57 vt oy on cxcep o
ASSOCUTED PRESS ‘masses.” savs Charles -

INSTON-SALEM, N.C. — A wave of Bailyn of Yale Univers
debris s racing from the brightest exploding

]
§
£
3

AsSocuTED PRESS
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C
Nature may make black holes with
cookie-cutter precision, accord-

ing to an_ astronomer who
found such uniformity in these
myserios obecs tha he sug. The dhing ar collapmes nlo 5
esathel sz may be controled single piat of denay hat crestes

{ physics.

ighape

Stpernons 19874 5 coping wih g

The g s cxpcied 0 s gow s o
. casing 8 final burs.

= e v visble on Eari n

Vale University_astronomer — that nathing, not even light, can
Charles Bailyn said Tiesday that - escape. Since it gives out no light,
measurements of the mass of the it is ivisble, giving the of

i al but one of them are seven  Each of the stellar biack holes
i emissions detecied by soasments hat all bu h

sk times the ize of the sun. is orbited by a compank
onihe Habble Spuce T ature is stamping out these s il nes e sae of
UG, Scamshora seld Jcudiy w8 thinga at seven solar masses, for the sun stars are belng
Astronomical Societ some easn.” b sd Wt you _sealowed,bi by b by he back
would expect s a broad distribu-
ton in sizes. That's Billions of tons of matter
this such a surp stream

esul
yn gave a report on his
lackhoe fivdings o o raiona

P e
s e in 1987 T s ot for o) ‘Al the black holes anaiyzed
oo ancin o - when' stars burned up their
centobservaionsandto TG S disecs 5187 a0 roding of tne ing 11 éach of s component en stars burned up the
oo Th s ae e unumwr\(ﬂ ot oo o s g o nuclear fuel and then exploded a3
o,

Prarogen (rle orangs g 400 St (005 o8 AgS ‘Bailyn said the supemovas
were all more than eight solar
f gas that moved slowly outward. Earler oy now has it been possible o study It sid  masses, and some perhaps twice

these
"

xploding stars are thought 1o play a key. Nuhblr Phclas ot of 06 9 G oo that ize, at tie moment of explo-
el ey o e o cle around the supernav “The very tenuous outer layers of the  son. Bui ate the debri cleared
= debris became il few days ae the _ from the bowup ey seied
o “""“"""‘"“’Mf’;}“‘n:’l’:;’;‘; st 8w of e cuvard 1 33 milion exlosion and have emine 0 unl nw ik hls seven tines
ieenis, beluing the sioma of our bodies,  ™esan hour, reborn. nerky  when they were detectd by Hubble wih the  ofthe un.
originated in

pre e 1 i £ i e T o P . S desi Vol s
Sonneborn saidthat i i bellved the star, - DEETIng o e f aglow New leumers o Huble have o b o s of i mnber o Tl e g i e

in e ol g of 1 e, umed il s boe_ Aronomers ave ongheoried abouihe_deecied the colllo of two galeie and the  (MSSIRGS Bewld T aicophyaiente back (o iner

gt that abos 20,000 year 350 expeled 5 _exitence of that wave {rom  supernovs. but  bth of ew stas. RSNt ok, Snechon Srse o o




St doies 8

== THE ROANOKE TIMES t

ROANOKE, ViRaINIA www.roanoke.com THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1997 s0¢
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Bob Fetzer:
- Alone in the inner city
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ast February, Bob Fetzer, downtown landlord and developer,
was trying to rent an apartment to a woman who was staying
ina homeless shelter.

But she didn't speak English, and neither the shelter nor
the Roanoke Redevelopment and Housing Authority, where
she obtained a federal certificate for rental assistance,

could give Fetzer enough information to do a hackg,m\md check.
The woman was about to lose a decent place to i
It was the same-old same-old to Fetzer, who has - complained for

years about snafus like this.
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Father shows video of young McVeigh

‘He is not the monster
he has been portrayed
as,” mom tells jurors

But the prosecution spoke
last and quoted the
Oklahoma bomber's own
words to remind the jury
at type of person
Timothy McVeigh is.
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THE INVISIBLE INNER CITY
A SPECIAL REPORT

A8 The Roanke Times, Saturday, June 14, 1997

Readers respond to ‘The Invisible [nner City’

e devoted the second week in
our series on “The Invisible
Inner City" to what makes up
nearly two-thirds of the living
TS in Roanoke's central

arte
eighborhoods Fenal oy
i sterics st 5od tne roubles bt
of landlords who own these properties and
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standard housy
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and holes n ceilings, in places thatbarely | N N E R
passed the building code even when repairs
were made. We showed landords whose (| T Y
tenants moved out without notice and with-  ~rerr—
out paying rent, leaving behind damaged Gy Foves
and dirty apartments. e neg
Dozens of these houses are repeatedly
cited by city building inspectors for violations. Some landlords,
such as Frank Roupas and John Kepley, have frequently been
taken to court by inspectors, yet judges have given them extra
time to comply or levied only light fines against them
To the displeasure of residents, some landlords, such as the
now-defunct JMJ Properties, used federal and private money to
build cheap, box-like housing next to well-crafted old homes.
Another landlord, Bob Fetzer, restored eight old homes, pre-
“serving their character and et still rent- R
ing them to poor tenants
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Paint, nails not enough
to rescue inner city
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he message from cities across America is that no longer
can they chip away at urban problems one at a time. They
have to attack everything at once.

They have to fix the houses, but at the same time cre-
ate good jobs 50 people can afford to live in them. They
have to rid the neighborhoods of drugs and violence so

residents aren't scared to walk their streets and businesses will
open.

They have to lure money, employers and the middle class away
from the suburbs and back into the cities. But they also have to find
good housing for poor people, not just chase them from one neigh-
borhood to another.

. bur Other clties’
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Clinton launches yearlong
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Pentagon criticized for actions

Report links illnesses
to chemical weapons
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INNER-CITY RESCUE: OTHER CITIES’ SOLUTIONS
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oor neighborhoods can raise millions in

private dollars to repair housing. They

can find jobs for unemployed people

and do everything else described in
today's stories.

But it won't do much good, some experts say,
unless cities and their suburbs begin to work
together. Only then can a city's core keep from i -
losing most of its resources to the burgeoning Taking (trom tef)

s Ford, St. James
‘burbs. 54 yoars; and Lily Swift, who hes ived in the neighoornood for 49 years.
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