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Times have changed from rabhit-
hunting days for Roanoke man

The Brvants'home u,as nearlv finished rl,'hen it u'as
featured in a ]uly ll, 1936, issue of The Roanoke
World-Nervs.

3y Li*d+ey lYray
i ind=ei;.'r.; r;17 @ r+3 no k€.!lor, !

ItI*l Bryant rememtrgrs
hr.r*ting rabbit-" in the rvr;ods
l r a u n d  h i s  h . r u s e  b e f u r e
Brsmbie t r :n  Avenur-  r+ ' rs
.rlnstructed.

" \Ue cnio i 'ed gt ' r t l r ls  { } t l i
. ln t i  thasing rahhi ts . "  he sr id .

Ti-rC=;;, a bus;=' rrl:rd, *
,- hr-t i t 'h .r ni ' l  i-. l  !-rrr i : '  iu.;r 'r h:r r"r
repiacr'ii ihe rr:,c'i=,.i err--as
lh:i i ; i ;=c surrr:u=dr-,.J i ir i.-
; rnt '=  : l+sths. 'e ' . r i  Er t=* . : i ; r
i]r.-,rr;=.

L|I|I)5FY WRAY I I?E R€nd(c litm
Mel Bryant, a retired Hotel Roanoke maintenance engineer, built his house in 1936 before Brambleton Ave. existed. Here, he holds a pho.
tocopy of a Roanoke World-News article about his house,

tsryant, 92, started building
his brrick house in the Grandin
Court area with his wife,
Mary 3ryaat, in 19-rfr. The
ccuple rrrei E'hgn Mary Bry-
ar.lt lvas a Rurse and L4el Bry*
:lrlt :€as in thc hcspital tbr
luI-.p=ndiciti-q-

\1* ' i th  ihc r . ' .cr ' f ' f  i ' rn  o i '  lay-
i*g the brick and il*irrg rhe
tl+ctrical -,+ir!r:g and plaster=
irg, the Frvl*rs dici ali the
- - . t c i i :  r l i i  t i r c i r  l i * u s e
:l:e: l:sciv=S.' i l ' . ;  ' . i i ,J  r  i i t i ic  c i  cr , t ' r1 ' -
ihinr:-" ivtel iiryant =t=id.'i-iri.' 

Erlr'aca*=' hc;tit .*'a=

nearly finished when it was
featured in a fuly ll, 1936, is-
s u e  o f  T h e  R o a n o k e
World-Nt-ws.

The couple, according to
thc article, drew theil or*'n
plans, trorrowed a neighbor's
mule to earry supplies and
*btained most of their lumber
at lot'al sarvmills. Thcy rcnted
a concrete mixer  lor  the
lbunda t i on ,  and  used  o ld
nelvsFaper mat-c - discarderi
d'tcr th*v u'rre used as firrnrs
ibr metal plates - betrveen
the rvocd tiaming and brick
casiag oithe hi,ruse.

Br'*.ani. ' ' \ 'h(i '*i..rs born in
NI- i r t insv i lL '  : l r . l  gr t rv  up in
Roanoke, grarir-:arc,J irom lcl'-
lerson liigh Schcct i. !93i.
Aitcr e..--rkiag ar a fi l l ing

station on Patterson Avenue
for three years, he began worl
as a maintenance engineer al
Hotel Roanoke in 1937.

ll lorking seven days ;
week, Bryant earned $8O :
month. His duties includec
e'-erything from making iee tc
setting up Christmas trecs
and  he  reca l l ed  onc  t im (
rvhcn he had to tend to a bro.
ken chandelier that almosr
fcll trcm the eeilin*e.

"It was quite an operatioir,'
he saiii oi takine dorn tht
i ight t ixturc picce-hy piccc.

Er-vant att=eheri arr antenRi
to thc tcp of l_ris house so tha,
he cauld receive =ignai= on :
rvalkie-taikic irrm thr- hr,rte

See TIMES, 13
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ilMEs= 6I can hardly find myway
around no\M,' said Bryant
FBOM5

when there were mainte- game where Walton's chil-
nance emergencies - such as ilren and Bryant's sreat-
the chandelier problem - ,frandchildren were pi-avins.
that occurred in the middle of / FIe invited Bryant to dre hotdl
the night. \.to meet the eirgineerinc teaflr

A Chrysler show in 1956 anlil said it's beln greaito lis-
and a cattle show in the hotel ten to Bryant's st6ries about
bdlroom are emong the other the hotel io hear how thinss
hotel events that stand out iri have changed over the veari.
Bry__ant'smind. "t can fi-ardly find my way

"He has so many fond alound now,', bryant siid oi
memories an{ g passion for the changes that have been
the hotel," said Gatyltlalton, made to Hotel Roanoke since
area vice presidenf and gen- he retired. \
eral manager of Hotel Bryant also changed the
Roanoke and Conference way-his own house-looked
Center. whbn he remodeled in tbe

Walton, who has been at lg50s.Movingamanressfrom
Hotel Roanoke for about l0 room to rod'm, he said, al-
years, met Bryant at a softball lowed him and his wife to

remain in the house while
making changes such as add-
ing more electrical outlets.

After triple-bypass surgery
in November, Bryant still
lives in the house that he and
his wife - who died in 1994 -
built nearly 70 years ago.
Thouglr he doesn'tiike havi-ng
to wait to make a turn onto
Brambleton, Bryant said he's
glad to still be living in the
house and to have had the
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w a t c h
Roanoke's history fusthand
- both around his house and
at Hotel Roanoke - over the
years.

"Thrngs chonge," he said.
"It's interesting;."

johs

Becau
HAVE YOU IIEARD?

Mark
Buchy

Fio*t 5

MILITARY
Alr Force 2nd Lt. Msrk Bschy, son of phll and Mary Buchy ol Hanglng Rock, has graduated

in thetop t5 percent of hlsT-llettrainlng classand has recetved hls pllot'Jwlngs at l.aughfin Alr
Force Base ln Del Rlo, Texas. He wlll now traln to pllot the USnf C.fZ alrcraft out of McChord
AFB ln Seattle. Buchy graduated from Roanoke Cathollc School In 1992 and the Unlverelty of
Virginla In 20O2,

RArrrcERS: PafkS pfOgfAm COVefS
five SOL requirements
FROMT

they will be learning more
about in the coming week{,
Manns said.

"I love the way he brings
the science to life with the
kids,o she said.

The National Park Service
has formed partnerships with
at least three other Roanoke
Valley elementary schools,
ensuring that park rangers

give presentations in every
classroom at those schools.
Some teachers request the
program on an individual ba-
sis. Either way, the program is
free and datcs ete eeheduled
oo a frst-come, first-served
basis. Wray said he is booked
for the rest sf this school year.

Though each grade level
has a different lesson, ranging

from topics such as habitats
to the geology of the Blue
Ridge Parkway, all emphasize
park preservation.

*This is their environment.
This is the area they live in,"
said lohn Fltrtrfry, East Sa-
lem Elementary principal..'I
think it's a good opportuniry
for the kids to get a little
closer to nature."


