—

~ Yol. II. SEPTEMBER, 1898. No. 1.

THEVIRGINIA
DHIATELIST

\
il Y & "y
W, Y \
) 4 I R

N om /A % =V X SN
o m Z ,,?% %
) Uhet. ;7}/ " adlbir: ALLHAILPHIATELIA! SR
/ s

y 21> 250 J

4 Z
-7

Lau '7°i‘:1pb"‘1ill""! Thy rf;\ln\fo zx;}.
AT, T =T

tend, Thy science 1 fester,Thy cause te des
e e

=Ht—r

St =

o fend=Till [jeud and triumphant Thy ]
e — ———F
= :?;_“_ﬂ:ﬁ—__w:ﬁ:iq:ﬂ

Al fame shall P(&\'(,"\Ili Our 'frs’!})rfi; W




VUV VVVVVVRVVVVRVVVRVRVBIV

900900V VVVVVVRVVRVVULVVVRVRVR

R i e e

HAVING REARRANGED my ENTIRE STOCK
I DESIRE TO BUILD UP A LARGE

APPROVAL BOOK AND WANT-=LIST TRADE.

I am especially prepared to fill the wants of the general collector and the
specialist. My stamps are in exceptionally fine condition—well centered,
clean, and at prices to meet your approval and merit your patronage.

N,

THE GENERAL COLLECTOR | ¥ THE SPECIALIST

who does not specialize it one particular coun- | Who desires to complete his collection of a
| single country or ceries should wrile me a list

|
try or branch of philately, will find within my | of his wants. My immense stock enables me to
approval books the most varied assortment of | meet the wants of the most advanced collectors
stamps from eyerywhere—in fine condition— E at figures most 1'easom\b1§', consistent with the
" " grade of stamps 1 carry in stock. I am con-
and at prices adapted to his purse. Others are | giantly purchasing collections and can  fill
pleased—I can please YOU ! I YOUR wants
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DESIRABLE FOREIGN.

* Indicates unused, all others lightly canceled. | cat. 1) my p
gre L‘(msl I\'H Lopred e 30 20

1p light blu 11

. ¢ 2p green 07

o 1804, .Zp bistre. & ‘O 2l4p carmine 15

. Cent. Africa 98 lp on 3sh gree L “ Hplilac 15 28

" " 3 100

“ “

= =

)
3r. Guiana 188, §1 z1eeu and b’
Canada 1851, 6p violet, laid paper
o Re(’lstel ed. Sc blue .....
olombian Rep. 1890- l 2)c vio!
omro 1804, 5 francs ¢ face v ilu

nidtod0con 1
'\or\\'l) 1S77-78 1kr green.
s Ikr 50a blu
77-05, assorted 18 varietie
l\'yl yp blue .
. J, 2 :m(l 5C

T
NABorueo '03,1,2,3.5,6,8, 1218,
05

noxm] packet l‘s'
Oﬁt"thL'\ 1\‘41 1,102 on 2r
1889

ndl lHa‘.\’, Hpivgreen
< to 1 toras com. Sva
: 5 francs violet..
xl})l.l]t"lr 1\\» Ist 2p violet brow.
E 1st 2157 blue.
i Ist dp orange
% a Ist bp violet..
I.abuan l\'h 13c browi and black.

3, DC y
* 10c carmine..
erra ILeone ')2, 15 on 1! violet
ol)wo IS79, Ip ¢ armine
“ 3p blue..

6p 01 'mu "
S84, Y hu)\\n ilac
11) Ted brown.
4 on 2!, ult.

(:C\\mrl Is. J\‘!(i ip o
‘Y Tpslate ¢

Hsh blue y
,p lilac on hluc.u ‘urks Is. IS89, 1, on 24 red brn
All stamps in perlect condition. Most all nuusetl ‘ne i mint state Used are light-
Iy canceled. Postage 2¢ extra on orders less than 25c.  Anything not entire I\ satisfactory may
be returned, and I will refund amount paid, plus p()sl ge.

C. E. HUSSMAN, 4320 W. Belle Place, St. LOUiS, MiSSOUI‘i.

Niger Coast 1892,
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WILLIAMS & CO.,

PHILATELISTS

Casilla 989, ILLima, Peru.

Advanced Collectors (4.

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in South American Stamps (clearing a £1200 stock), including

A splendid assortment from Falkland Islands
Philatelic Publishers.
Sole Agents and Correspondents in Peru for 80 Philatelic Magazines.
Philatelic Commission Ageunts (unequalled record for sales, i. e., £1500 worth in 12 months.—90 per
cent. of the good stamps handled).
The International Stamp Fxchange—double valued allowed.
On Tondon ‘‘ Bazaar' Reference Register, and members of

International Stamp Dealers Ascociation, Berlin, ] Dominion Philatelic Association.

(No. I186.) American Stamp Exchange, Boston.
Stamp Dealers Protective Association, (No. 13.) Sociedad Filatelica Argentina.
International Philatelisten - Verein, Dresden, | Oesterricher Fhilaletisten Club, Vienna.

(No. 1911.) | Copenhagen Philatetic Club.
American Philatelic Association. Deutscher Philatelisten-Verband, Gossnitz.
International Philatelic Union. Societa Filaletica Internazionale, Rome.
Societe Francaise de Timbrologie. 1 Southern Philatelic Association.

International Philatelen Rariteten Club, Munich. | Philatelic Sons of America, etc., etc.
15 -Our 12 paged Booklet, containing pricelist and all particulars necessary for a prosperous bus-
iness, will serve to introduce us, and will interest you. It is free and can be obtained from
J. F. DODGE, New Oxford, Pa., U. S. A.
MATTHEW R, KNIGHT, Oak Hill, Charlotte Co., New Brunswick, Canada.
SMYTH & C0O., 1 Campbell R(md Boscombe, Bournemouth, England.
CHR. SAUERLAND, Hemer, i. W | Germauny.
YVERT & TELILIER, Galerie L]H Lmnmcrcc 10, Amiens, France.
M g5 \Lll ENCK, 107 Rue dc la Lousuluuou. All\ex S5 Bel‘rmm

¢ Gytamps. lrltis ot Nice. .« .

D> ==

- In such a publication as this (I'HE VIRGINIA
avontbly Philatelic Journal. PHILATELIST) {0 say
The Columblan Phxlatellst

vou have not vet seena copy, send for a spec- | .
1evoi iave 2 ! ! is the Best published ; nor that

men at once.  Acknowledged as one of the best i
stamp papers puhh«hul A splendid medinm for | The Rocky Mountain Stamp
‘ul\ulhcmcnt\ Give it a trial Dealers and Col- 1% - oot L] i et

RIPI'TON, with the VIRGINIA PHILA-
TrELIST, the two papers for 12 mouths, post {ree
2¢ 7d.  Address to the Publisher,  has the widest circulation, but, when you can
| have the four monthly publications for one vear

. for only
]r' 1» 1h€\2§at€, you can judge 1!1 \!)fniloonar
Just sec the fun you get.

1Ru§hbenq 1R~ 5' ®'7 E“‘Jlanb' Address,  J. F. DODGE, Pub., New Oxford, Pa

The American Collector

| is the Prettiest ; or that

i . Send 10 Cents for a Six Month’s Trial
Judicious Selection Subseription 10 the

r\"f of Advertising Mediums Insure Dealers | one ¥ Star * State = Philatelist,
S Success. An adv't in THE PHIL -\ 2
9@%’ ot WACO, TEXAS.

TIN (It Equals the Best” (i )S
arv 5 S reach lh - . % - 5
marvelous results. We < ¥ As an Inducement to Subscribe we w ill allow you
a 30-word Exchange Notice FREE.

ing class. Ask our advertisers about it.
NAUMKEAG STAMP & PUB., CO,, Mention *The Handsomest Stamp  Paper in
Box ), Publishers, SATLEM, MASS. America.”




FREE!

To the FIRST and every TENTH

sending me l5c for one years' subscription to
Canada’s Leading Stamp Paper,

The Montreal Philatelist,

will receive FREE an unused ¢ Jubilee Stamp.
But you must mention the VIRGINIA PHILA-
TELIST.
This offer is good this month only, send at
once.
lhe Montreal Philatelist is recognized as Can-
ada’s foremost paper. |
If you want a paper that brings News, and |
Items of INTEREST, subscribe to the M. P. |

Revenue Collectors!

We are running a Revenue Department of
geat interest in the M. P.

A years' subscription for 100 used Omahas,

Owing to the success of this offer, advertised in
'l‘ug-‘, VIRGINTA PHILATELIST last month, I have
decided to continue itanother month. Subscribe |
at once. however, its vour last chance at 15c a
vear, and send for a

Free Sample Copy.

and just notice how we have

Improved The Montreal Philatelist. .

ANOTHER. |

YEAR'’S subscription to Jlle MON- :
TREAL PHILATELIST, Canada’s |
best stamp paper, for the follow- |

ing USED U. S.

100 Omaha’s, any value.

35 either ¢ or 5c. i
25 “  8c or 10ec. ‘
1 50c.

35 Special Delivery.

100 assorted Postage Dues.

35 Columbians assorted. No | or Zc.

40 UL S, 1890—1895 Sc Sherman.
10+ & “  15e.

B ° $2 o 30c.

A ot “ 30c.

I - L 51,00,

25 mixed Department stamps.

will exchange a limited amount of
advertising space for stamps to fill up
my stock. Send list of what you have |
and what you want for it.

SPECIAL TO DEALERS.

Having made arrangements with THE |

VIRGINIA PHILATELIST, I will insert advertise-
ments in both the .\Iunue 11 and Virginia " Phila-
telists "' at a reduced uate, as follows :
i inch, once.. 70 ‘Three times.... 3160
2 v -~ 135 o i 300
Cash with copy. Different copy can be sent for
the two adas. Rates for larger space and contract
rates free on application.  Address,

RUDOLPH C. BACH,
451 Sanguinet=st., Montreal, Can.

11036 1879, 2¢ black Periodical.

1037 3¢ black Periodical.

1038 dc black reriodical. 50
10349 tie black Ferigdical 1 0o
1040 Sc black Periodical. 100
1043 24c red Periodical 300 15
1046 ti0c red Periodical 600
1054 l¢ black Periodical. 25

1 Brazil.

1 LC\ ]Uu

| Colombian Repnhl

U. 3. PERIODIGAL STAMPS.

1895 issue, wmk. lc, 2¢, ac, 10c, 25¢, and 50c.
Set of 6 Values for $1,25,
All of the above are in fine condition.
1 have a few sets which are not as fine as above

! and are perforated at three sides only, which I

offer for
$1.00 FOR THE SET OF 6 VALUES.

U. S. STAMPS’ all unused, 8::2:11.{;“'1'1““'—
AT FROM 50 TO 83 PER CENT DISCOUNT

from Standard Catalogue prxce~
aSth Cat.
price. p
1851, 3¢ red . $200
3¢ unsevered pair
3e block of four
¢ browr
, 2¢ black.
2¢ block of fou
1867, l¢ blue, embossed
le block of four...
1869, 1c re-issue.......
lc block of four
1870, lc ultramarine
¢ block of fou
Be green.

780
60

1857
1862

6 50

250

3¢ block o

7c vermilion.... 500 4
1879, 1ic red orange A0

15¢ block of four

30c¢ black

30c block
1882, 00 508€ . asosvserese "
tic block of fou
10c brown........
10¢ yellow brown.
10c black..
Executive 3¢ ¢
State lc green............
Treasury, lc yellow brow:
Treasury, block of four
668 Interior, 10¢ vermiiion

S e e
'

1060 12¢ carmine VPeriodical
1061 2c carmine I eriodical

. 150
FOREIGN STATIPS, USED.

Austrian Italy
Bolivi
Bosni

. 1 varieties.

British
Bulgaris
Canada..
Cape of Good llopc

Tientsine (Chine
Costa Rica.........

Cuba..ie

& sh \\1tl| uulu c extra with orders
Unused stamps not accepted in pay-
ment. Please remit by bills or P. O. Money
Order.

C. F. Rothfuchs,

Boston, Mass.

06 Huntington=ave.,




RICH'\IO\‘D VA

Our Anniversary Stamp.

Friends, others, strangers, think not that we
speak, we merely babble, yet but hear us out ; we
will be brief—impart to all the fact that this most
sacred day we souvenir in just commemoration
of our birth. Since ’tis but meet, and practic’'d
oft, that those whose life possessed an hour of
great event should honor it in fit memorial on
each recurring date.

com-
memorale some notable event in
their political, industrial or tradi-
tional history, have in recent years pre-
pared special pictorially symbolical pos-
tage stamps suitable to the occasion,
more or less to the
chagrin of our clan.
The rounding of the
first volume of THE
VIRGINIA PHILATEL-
IsT marks such an
epoch in its history
and, following the
above mentioned pre-
cedents, we have de-
termined to
memorate in a similar
manner. While phil-
atelistsin general and the S.9. S. S. in par-
ticular, are opposed to special, specula-
tive and unnecessary emissions of post-
age stamps, we trust our little *‘Jubi-
lees”” will escape the ban of that august
body inasmuch as they are decidedly and
emphatically 7o/ a speculative issue, in-
tended to replenish our depleted coffers
(by the way, we keep our few shekels in
a wooden bag) but they arc merely a
greeting to philately—a love tribute to
thescience, with no aspirations toa space
in Scott’s, Senf’s or Stanley Gibbons'.
But to the event we celebrate : in Au-
gust, 1897, three enthusiastic collectors of
Richmond, Va., put their heads together

@EADING governments, to

com-

= bEP TEMBER, 1898.

No. 1.

to concoct a scheme by which to unite
Virginia collectors into a State Associa-
tion and publish a philatelic monthly.
Thethree were Mess. Franklin L. Kerns,
Franklin Stearns, Jr., aud August Dietz.
No time was wasted. A prospectus was
issued, invitations extended to Virginia
collectors, and in September of that year
appeared the initial number of THE VIR-
GINIA PHILATELIST. Simultaneously
was held the first meeting of The Virgin-
ia Philatelic Association, an organiza-
tion effected and officers elected. The
meteoric progress of both Association
and official journal is philatelic history,
and to-day the pro-
jectors of the scheme
may with pride look
back upon a mission
well  accomplished.
In November, 1897,
Mr. Kerns, yielding
to the pressure of oth-
er duties, severed his
connection with The
Virginia Philatelic
Publishing Company,
under which style the
present management continues to pub-
lish the Association’s official organ.

It befits not well to over-indulge in
cgotistic flights, yet the many unsolicited
tokens of appreciation and expressions
of praise bestowed upon our phila-
telic periodical in the past twelve months
could not but, as they bave, afforded
us a great measure of pleasurable pride,
hience, in testimony of our appreciation,
to these friends, and to philately in gen-
eral,do we dedicate this, our Anniversary
Souvenir Stamyp,which bears the likeness-
es of our business manager and editor.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIC PUB. Co.,
Richmond, Va.




4 THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

WITH this number Mr. John Paalzow
assumes charge of the Review Depart-
ment of THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST,
and publishers are again requested to
send omne copy of their publications
addressed to him at 1018 Park Avenue,
Richmond, Va. The thoroughness with
which this eminent philatelist conducts
this department should make it a
source of much valuable imformation to
collectors.

WE would again call attention to our
offer to bind Vol. I. of THE VIRGINIA
PHILATELIST for our subscribers at the
nominal cost of 75 cents.—The twelve
numbers should be sent us faZ, accom-
panied by the amount, and name and
address of sender.

AN exceptionally fine array of bar-
gains for the collector will be found in
the advertisements of this our Anniver-
sary number. Upon our suggestion
special offers have been made by our
patrons this month, and we trust the re-
turns from their advertisements will
demonstrate the “ pulling qualities *’ of
THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and insure
it their valued patronage throughout
Vol. II.

WE HAVE printed-an extra large edi-
tion of this number and are sending them
to many new collectors who have never
before received a copy of THE VIRGINIA
PHILATELIST. That this will prove of
great benefit to ouradvertisers goes with-
out saying. We have selected 1,000
names from Derlam’s Philalelic Direc-
tory, besides our regular subscribers.
We shall continue to do this. The
wide-awake dealer will find it to his ad-
vantage to be represented in No. 2.

THE FAITHFUL few who braved the
wind and rain showers to attend the Au-
gust meeting of the Virginia Philatelic
Association on the night of the 10th had
the pleasure of meeting another of their
‘“fighting members.”” Just as Corporal
Weckert, who had been ordered back to
Camp Cuba Libre, was bidding farewell
to the boys, a bronzed Virginia volunteer
stood at ‘“salute’” in the doorway—John
Bunce, of the 2nd Regt. Va. Vols.—Se-
curing a twenty days’ furlough, like a
true phil’ reported at ouce to headquar-
ters. John has been enjoying the best
of health and entertained the boys ’till
late with tales of camp life, hard-tack
and hard drills.

Just as we are about to close our formsg
we are greeted with No. 1. Vol. VII. of
The Lone Star State Philatelist.

Truly friend Bradley has begun his
new year auspiciously, and no Southern
collector should be without 7Z7%e Zoye
Star.

We extend our warmest congratu-
lations.

WE ARE indebted to our friend Mr. Ay
chie G. Gibb, formerly of iSt. Johns, for
a specimen of the new 3c. Newfound-
land, orange.

The Duchess of York is the lady who
has been honored in having her portrait
on the denomination that has the largest
circulation.

Mr. Gibb also writes that the infant
son of the Duke and Duchess of Vork
will appear on the jJc. value which wil]
probably be on sale this month.

The 5c¢ is to appear about the first of
next year.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and 77,
Perforalor (combined with Pelz;zsy) for
one year, only 30 cents—the handsomest
and the most newsy.
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Reminiscences of a Confederate
Stamp Printer.

BY AUG. DIETZ.

__JUST at this time, while a revival of
@ interest in the stamps of the Con-
federacy is manifesting itself, and
eminent philatelic students here and
abroad are devoting their attention to the
subject, it is to be expected that we of
the South contribute our mite to this
history of the Confederate stamps.

But it is not to a minute treatise of
any special stamp of that historic series
I shall devote this sketch ; it is rather to
the reminiscences of a
veteran of the ‘‘late un-

humble evidence of my admiration and
esteem.

Though an active stamp collector
through all those years I was not aware
of the part he had taken in the history of
the Confederate stamp, and slept, as it
were, unconscious of the treasure within
my grasp.

By mere chance, a remark in conver-
sation, I gained this information.

Intending to secure for philately such
facts as my friend could recall, I ar-
ranged for an interview, and spent a
most pleasant evening, listening to the
reminiscences of a Confederate stamp
printer.

FRANK BAPTIST.

pleasantness,’” who, dur-
ing that stormy period,
was detailed to Richmond
o print stamps; and, I
dare say, the philatelist
seeking solutions of dis-
puted points, or addition-
al facts, may be disap-
pointed; however — we
shall see.

Perchance some of us
have, at one time, passed
a night in the country—

FRANK BAPTIST.

Frank Baptist was born
in Richmond, Va., Sept.
7th, 1845. At the early
age of eleven years he
was apprenticed to the
printing trade, serving in
The Dispatch (to this day
Richmond’s leading dai-
ly) ‘“job room.’”” The
proprietors at that time
were Messrs. Cowardin
& Hammersley; James
H. Love was foreman of
the plant. In those days

i

in some ante - bellun
Southern planter’s man-
sion: Under the very couch upon which
we slept was stored away a mouldy hair
trunk, containing war time letters
franked with Confederate locals repre-
senting a market value in excess ol that
needed to raise the mortgage on the
farm—and we slept on, peacefully, un-
conscious of their proximity—perhaps—
who knows?

The parable is far fetched—yet quite
applicable in this instance.

For years I worked beside the man
who printed Confederate stamps. First
as his apprentice, then as his employe,
and now, proud to possess his friend-
ship, I dedicate this sketch to him as an

the ““ devil ”’ was a “‘gen-
eral” apprentice—initi-
ated into the mysteries of both case and
press. That he deserved the title in
other respects I am not prepared to as-
sert; however, in March, 1862, full of
enthusiasm, and following the example
of so many of his companions, he volun-
teered to serve in the Confederate States
army, and enlisted in Parker’s Light
Artillery. Seven months instruction at
‘“Camp Lee’ served to prepare our
young artilleryman for the front. He
was with his battery at Stony Run in the
Seven Days Fight around Richmond.
Very shortly after this, in the summer
of 762, he was detailed by the Department
to report 1o Archer & Daly, who had
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been awarded the contract for printing
stamps and had purchased a press
from his old office, the Dispaich. He
hiad been recommended to work it—be-
ing perfectly familiar with it and its capa-
bilities.

Archer & Daly’s office was then situat-
ed on the south side of Main, between
14th and 15th streets, over a store.

When our ** detail ’ reported for duty
he found his old friend the * Medium "’
Washington hand-press, and an electro-
type plate of 400 stamps, subdivided into
four squares of 100 each—(the five cent
blue of 1862.)

Two pressnien were there on his arri-
val, one Mr. McQueen, a Scotchman,and
the other Mr. Donaldson, of New York.
These two gentlemen and our young
friend constituted the ¢ team’ that
manipulated the Washington hand-press
when Archer & Daly first printed Con-
federate stamps, and this old press was
the only one in the establishment at that
time.

The plates, as we all know, were
brought from England, and likewise the
paper for the stamps, which ran the
blockade packed securely in boxes lined
with tin-foil. Some of the ink used in
printing also dodged the blockade but
the greater portion Archer & Daly’s
pressmen manufactured themselves,
grinding the raw materials in a paint
mill.

The speed of the press was from 1,000
to 1,200 sheets, of 400 stamps each, per
day. This small output Mr. Baptist ac-
counts for in the fact that the plates be-
ing of very fine workmanship and the
ink ofttimes of very bad, ¢ washing out ”’
was frequently necessary to keep them
from “ filling up.”

An incident may be related which
will account for the marked difference
in the appearance of some of the five-
cent blues: On his arrival at Archer &
Daly’s Mr. Baptist found the two press-

men Donaldson and McQueen taxing
their genius to its utmost to make the
new plates “print clear.” They tried
parchment—they tried linen as a tympan
for the press. Neither would render the
desirable result, and all proofs submitted
to the Department were rejected as un-
satisfactory. The contract was in
jeopardy. Our young soldier watched
them patiently not daring nor caring to
interfere in the labors of his seniors;
but when at length both *“ gave it up,”
he ventured a timid request for permis-
sion to try a hand on his old press,and to
prepare a tympan suitable for it, after a
method taught him by a Mr. Forbes,
from Harper's, New York, with whom
Mr. Baptist once worked at the Dispalch.
This was readily assented to, and our
friend requested Mr. McQueen tostretch
a salin tympan on the press, with hard
‘““ packing ”’ behind, and to ¢ build up,”
or level, the plate of stamps from the
bottom, to secure a square impression.
This being done, the first proof showed
the efficiency of the young pressman.
It was submitted to the Department and
accepted at once.

The stamp printing went on lustily,
Mr. Baptist alternately manipulating the
press and ‘““rolling up’ the form. In
this latter capacity he possessed a pecu-
liar ‘“ knack’’—taking especial pride in
giving the form a perfect inking.

Shortly afterward Archer & Daly re-
moved to the corner of Ninth and Main
streets, the present site of our Chamber
of Commerce, then Boscher’s Hall.
Here, in the fall of ’62, they began steel
plate printing. The staff of artists con-
sisted of Mr. Halpin, a New Yorker (ata
salary of $8.00 per hour), his specialty
being vignette engraving ; Mr. Archer,
whose salary was the same, excelled in
lettering, occasionally executing some
vignette work ; Mr. Quinlin, who was
also a fine letterer; and Daly who sup-
plied the capital and secured the stamp,
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Richmond Post Office and Main Street in 1865 after the Evacuation.

Cut from “Guide to Richmond,” kindly loaned by J.T.. Hill Printery Co., Richmond, Va.

and later omn, other government con-
tracts. The three first-named artists en-
graved all the steel-plate stamps printed
by the firm. 7The transfer press was®
built by a Mr. Jasper Hall, a machinist
of Richmond, after plans furnished by
Mr. Archer.

Shortly after moving into the new
plant Mr. G. A. Babcock, a New York
Bank Note Co. steel plate printer, and a
strong southern sympathizer, came to
Richmond to enlist in the Confederate
service. Passing Archer & Daly’s he
was surprised to find a Steel-plate Stamp
Printery in Richmond and on entering
was persuaded to remain. And so for
some time he conducted the plant until
it was in perfect working order,and then
resigned to join Moshy’s famous com-
mand.

Upon his departure, Mr. Baptist was
given charge of the entire press depart-
ment which had then in daily operation

thirty steel-plate presses, a boy and girl
to each, besides eight girls and a lady
foreman employed gumming and per/o-
rating stamps. There was one perforat-
ing machine only—worked by a treadle, )
and sheets were fed to it singly, to pre-
vent the pin holes from clogging with
gum. The perforating machine was quite
primitive, the holes punched being little
better than the punctures of a needle.
In the fall of '64 orders were received
to remove the plant to Columbia, S. C.
Evans & Cogswell’s printery was its des-
tination, and Mr. Baptist was in charge
of the outfit during this period. He
succeeded in getting the plant in work-
ing order in Columbia, remaining with it
seven weeks, when his furlough expired.
Not caring to await its renewal, he re-
turned to his command, serving with it
throughout the remainder of the war,
and was on a forage for the battalion
when Lee surrendered at Appomatex.
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Hearing, upon his return, that the end
had come, he surrendered to Capt.
Pfeiffer, of Pennsylvania, at Liberty,
(now Bedford City) Va.

After peace had been concluded Mr.
Baptist returned to Richmond and found
employment successively on 7%e Dis-
patch, Evening Journal, and 7he En-
gquirer. Later he engaged in business
with Messrs. Andrews and Clemmitt, un-
der the title of Andrews, Baptist & Clem-
mitt—the well-known ‘“A. B. & C.”’ art-
printers of the South. The firm under-
went several changes, Andrews & Baptist,
Andrews, Baptist & Marquess, and then
Baptist & Saunders.

Latterly Mr. Baptist has entirely with-
drawn from the partnership.

Thus briefly have I related the remi-
niscences of a Confederate stamp printer.
Limit of space, in this number, has pre-
cluded details—these I shall reserve for
a future article.

Quite a number of Archer & Daly’s as
well as Hoyer & Ludwig's former em-
ployes reside in this city, and I shall, in
company with my friend, Mr. Baptist,
call on them, securing as many addition-
al facts and data relative to these inter-
esting stamps as I can, and present them
to philately as an humble contribution
from a Southern Stamp Collector.

The Stamp of ourning.

We illustrate the new Spanish ““ war-
tax stamp’’ issued July 1.

It is printed in sombre black
blem of mourning. This stamp of 5c. is
required, in addition to the regular post-
age, on all domestic mail matter.

an emi-,
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Association meets on the 10th of every month, at
S o'clock p. m., at 13 N. Eleventh St.,
Richmond, Virginia.

RicuMOND, Va., Aug. 11, 1898.

70 the Members of the V. P. A.:

I herewith submit my report of 12th
monthly meeting of our Association.

Members present :—Messrs. John Paal-
zow, Aug. Dietz, Corpl. J. C. Wecket,
J. J. Bunce, Dr. M. W. Peyser, H. C.
Scott Jr., C. F. W. Mcser, J. H. Knotts,
Maj. Jno. F. Mayer, V. E. A. Spott, W.
H. Boschen, W. S. Ahern and F. Stearns
Jr. Nominations for officers to be elec-
ted at the annual meeting September 10th
1898 being in order, the following gentle-
men were duly nominated for the re-
spective offices. For President, Maj.
Juno. T. Mayer; Vice-President, Dr.
Mark. W. Peyser; Secretary-Treasurer,
Franklin Stearns Jr.; Exchange Man-
ager, John Paalzow, and Counterfeit De-
tector,Messrs.C. F. W. Moser, Richmond,
Va., and Wm. A .McDonnell, New York.
There being no further business the
meeting adjourned—to a “Dutch lunch’’
the evening being a warm one.

Respectfully submitted,
FFRANKLIN STEARNS JR. Sec-Treas.

VOrLuME I of THE VIRGINIA PHILA-
TELIST handsomely bound, presents a
beautiful appearance. Why mnot have
your twelve numbers preserved thus?
Send them to us with 75 cents and see
how they will please you.
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The Virginia Philatelic Association.

\ DDISON has said that a clubis “a
(L/@-N natural and necessary offshoot of
men’s gregarious and social na-
ture”” and Dr. Johnson defines such an
organization as an ‘“assembly of good
fellows meeting under certain condi-
tions.” Here it may be added that a
limited sodality is a banding of persons
entertaining similar ideas on one certain
subject and its coilateral branches and,
through love thereof, uniting for its
fostering and the mutual entertainment
derived from the exchange of thoughts
pertaining thereto. In organizations hav-
ing as their objective the fostering of
concrete subjects, a prime feature of
their existence is the collection and
preservation of these subjects and, when
their ownership is individual rather than

collective, the inter-exchange of speci-
mens for mutual advancement towards
completion of the several collections.

Such, theoretically, are the many phil-
atelic societies scattered throughout the
world, but, unfortunately, their practical
operation has often been subverted to
other aud less noble purposes.

There is, however, one such associa-
tion that yet holds strictly to the motives
that underlay its organization -and per-
verts not the etymological definition of
the descriptive word in its title, supposed
to have been derived from the two Greek
words philos—loving, and flelos—a tax ;
hence, philalelic, pertaining to the love of
taxes or stamps, the latter being regarded
as symbolical of taxes or tolls paid. Nor
has there yet entered into this associa-
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tion the discordant element of ‘‘ poli-
tics *’ that has diverted from their proper
aims many similar societies and changed
them into mere instruments for the at-

aimnent of petty notoriety. Strikingly
was this freedom illustrated in the re-
cent nominations for officers to serve the
second yearof the Association’s existence
when there was noticeable a commenda-
bly courteous disinclination to receive
itominations over the present incum-
bents. Again, there has not yet been
reported a single act of dishonesty in
conuection with the exchange depart-
ment, which has Leen conducted and
of which the
rules have
been observed
inahighly sat-
isfactory man-
ner—all books
of stamps hav-
ing been
promptly for-
warded by
each recipieut
to the mnext
member on
the list and all
accounts set-
tled without
unnecessary
delay.

This is Zhe Virginia Philatelic Asso-
ciation which is just entering upon the
second year of its existence, having
been organized by a mere handful of
enthusiasts at the instance of the proprie-
tors of THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST on
Friday, September 8rd, 1897, and its first
monthly meeting held on the eleventh
of the following month. Although our
roll of members is not a large one, a
more enthusiastic number of philatelists
have never yetassociated for the advance-
ment of the science, nora more gener-
ous and cultured hody of gentlemen. Ta

OUR SINCTUM SANCTUM.

the Richmond members our monthly
meetings have ever been a source of
pride and profitable exchange and these
they eagerly attend in anticipation of
a pleasant evening, ever characterized
by the most congenial social and phila-
telic intercourse. Our out-of-town
members have found the exchange de-
partment a most excellent medium for
purchasing and disposing of duplicates,
since the department’s rules are strictly
enforced and the Association numbers
among its members many most liberal
buyers who, in turn, have cxcellent
stamps to sell or to exchange.

Accompany-
ing this short
sketch is a
photograph of
a few of the
Richmond
members tak-
en in front of
the office of
their official
organ, while
another illus-
tration shows
the interior
with the staff
of THE VIR-
GINIA PHILA-
TELIST. In this
room are held the monthly meetings of
the Association’s local members and be-
tween them and the staff of ‘“our maga-
zine,” as it is called by all, there exists
the greatest harmony. ILong may they
both live to foster and advance the prin-
ciples of philately and guard it against
that sordidness which is ever knocking
at its doors and threatening the destruc-
tion not only of the disinterested love
lavished upon it, but of the alluring and
educational passtime itself.

Vivela magazine! Vivel’ Association!

F. STEARNS, JR,
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ANGRA, FUNCHAL, HORTA, and PONTA
DELGADA have issued stamps as follows:
65 Reis slate blue on gray white1 Name

115 ‘“ red brown on rose { and
130 ¢ brown on buff I value
180 ¢ slate violet on lilac in blk.

Printed on colored paper, perf. 41.

BRITISH BECHUANALAND.—An addi-
tional provisional stamp has been issued
here. The 38 pence stamp of Great Brit-
ain is surcharged BECHUANALAND Pro-
tectorale. 3 pence brown on yellow,
black surcharge wmk. Crown, perf. 14.

BritisH GuiaNa.—The Post Office
chronicles the following issue of Jubilee
stamps announced to appear a year ago.
wmk. Crown CC (?) perf. 14.

lc carmine and black.
2¢ blue and brown.

5c brown and green.
10c red and slate.

15¢ blue and terra cotta.

The 1c, 5¢ and 15¢ have a view of
Mount Rovaima, the 2¢c and 10c a view
of Kaieteur Falls.

GIBRALTAR.—For use of the British
offices in Morocco the whole set of Gi-
braltar stamps have been sucharged in
black.

MOROCCO AGENCIES.—A new issue of
Gibraltar with a return to the value in
English currency is looked forat an early
day.

DaNisH WEST INDIES.—The five cent
value of this country comes now with
perforation 18.

FALKLAND IsraNDS.—The handsome
stamps of this Colony have been in-
creased by two high values. They
are of nearly the same shape as the Eng-

lish 2s 6d stamps, and are in Copper-plate
print, wmk. Crown C C perforated 14}.
Half a crown, 2s 6d, dark blue.
Five shillings, brown red.
Harrr.—A new series has made its ap--
pearance here. The design is altered,
although the palm tree, liberty cap and
guns still form the leading features of
the stamp, the border surrounding these
has been altered.
1 cent ultramarine.
3 ¢ dark lilac.

7 cent gray.
20 ¢“ orange.
GoLp Coast.—The De la Rue pattern

stamps have been issued here for the

lower values. Stamps are tri-colored

wmk. Crown C. A. perf. 14.

3d lilac, name and value upon lined
ground, green.

1d lilac, name and value upon lined
ground, carmine.

21d lilac, name and value upon lined
ground, blue.

3d lilac, name and value upon white
ground, yellow.

6d lilac, name and value upon white
ground, violet.

1sh green, name and value upon lined
ground, black.

2sh green, name and value upon lined
ground, carmine.

MauURrITIUS.—Here the supply of 4
cent stamps had become exhausted so a
recourse had to be had to surcharging.
480,000 stamps were treated as follows :
4 cents black on 16 cents brown 50,000

4 ¢ L ¢ 18c¢ lilac and gr. 300,000
4 ¢ £ ¢ 95 cents olive 80,000
4 o “ 50 ¢ orange 50,000

There were also surcharged 160,000

envelopes.
4 cents black on 18 cents blue 80,000
4 « & “ 36 ¢ brown 80,000

The wrappers also were surcharged
number, however, not given.
4 cents black on 3 cents green.
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NIGER C0AST PROTECTORATE.—Three
new values have been issued here. Cop-
per-plate print, wmk. Crown C A perf. 15
irregularly.

Six pence yellow brown.
Two shilling and six pence brown olive.
Ten shillings dark violet.

PorTUGAL.—The depreciation of the
currency has brought about new postal
tariffs, to conform to which, new value
stamps were needed. The new stamp sis-
sued are like the 1895 series printed in
colors upon colored paper perforated
111.

65 Reis slate blue on gray white.

115 ¢ brick red on rose.
130 ¢ gray brown on buff.
180 ¢ slate violet on light lilac.

RouMmaNIa.—The postage due stamps
have appeared with the current water-
mark P R perforated 13.

2 bani, emerald. 30 bani, eterald.
5 ¢ i 50 «

10 ¢ 0

Soldiers’ Letters.

\@HEN the Post Office Department
i\ BX Y,
A\

issued the order that letters

from soldiers could be sent un-
paid and the single fee of two cents
collected at the point of destination no
doubt most people thought that this was
an entirely new thing. To show that
this is not the case I will tell of a letter
which came into my possession only a
short time ago. Looking over a lot of
Confederate letters in the hope to find
some good stamps I found that some one
else had preceded me and torn every
stamp off the letters. While examining
them, however, closely to see if some
stray specimen might not have remained,
my attention was attracted by a letter
which bore no sign of ever having had a
stamp on it and which bore the legend
*“Due 10”’. The letter was written by a

private of Letcher's Battery, evidently
from the Ferguson Hospital at Lynch-
burg, dated Oct. 26, ’63, and postmarked
on the outside Lynchburg, Oct. 27, (no
year in the dating stamp, the year
appearing as a dash.) Besides the ad-
dress the letter has written on top of the
address side ¢ Soldiers Letter’ and
in lower left hand corner the name of
the writer, his rank and command are
stamped upon it near the dating stamp
Due 10.

While according to the old proverb,
one swallow does not make a sumimer,
an inquiry among fellow collectors here
has failed to bring tolight another such
specimen, still T am led to believe that
the Confederate P. O. Dept., recogniz-
ing, like the U. S. Dept. now, the inabil-
ity of soldiers to procure stamps in camp
and on the march, allowed them to send
letters unpaid, collecting the postage at
the place of destination.

Human nature is the same through all
the ages. In this letter written in Ger-
man nearly 55 years ago, the writer not
having heard from the ‘‘girl he left be-
hind him” writes to a mutual friend
imploring him to let him know by re-
turn  mail while he
tries  to hear

liow she is and
hide This desire to
about her, by calling it *‘ curiosity to
kunow " there seems to be weightier
grounds for his anxiety and one cannot
help but speculate in one’s mind, as to
whether he ever came back and after
peace was declared married her for whom
lie enquired or whether he shed his blood
for his country and his Pauline consoled
herself in the affections of another.
JOHN PAALZOW.

Corrorar, Weckert has been ordered
to report to his command at Camp Cuba
Libre and left our city Sunday, Aug. 13.
Weckert as well as Bunce express their
disappointmentat the prospect of serving
in the army of occupation instead of
seeing active service at the front.
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The Stamps of Paraguay.

BY WM. A. MCDONNELL.

ing stamps of the South Ameri-

can republics, none should appeal
more strongly to the philatelist than
those of Paraguay, on account of the
cleanliness of that country’s emissions.
Unlike other republics to the south of
us, the government of Paraguay has not
lowered its dignity by resorting to issues
of speculative stamps to replenish its
depleted treasury, although the public
finances are habitually in that distressing
condition.

Surcharged stamps issued in recent
years have more or less been tainted
with the speculative stigma, although,
of course, this is not universally applica-
ble, yet it is only too true that a greater
proportion of them have had for their
emissions no other object than the rais-
ing of revenue from gullible philatelists,
and their existence is from no necessity
or demand from purely postal duty.

It is true that some of the earlier Para-
guayan stamps were surcharged, but in
each instance their creation was due to
some legitimate condition which moved
the officials to their emission, the first
being necessitated by a change of cur-
rency,and,at a later period,a delay in the
receipt of a new set of stamps from the
engravers compelled the authorities to
provisionally surcharge the old values
on hand. Speculation was not rife at
this period and the clearly established
fact of the legitimate motives underly-
ing these emissions place them in the
frent ranks of provisionals and eligible
to a place in any general collector’s al-
bum.

Following I hope to present an instruc-
tive yet concise history of all Paraguayan
stamps and other interesting data thereto
pertaining.

@F the many neglected yet interest-

Paraguay first began to issue stamps in
the early part of 1870 and the entire issue
comprised just three varieties, each of a
different denomination. The currency
at that time was in Reales (1real equiva-
lent to 7ic in United States money) as is
shown on the stamps. They are imper-
forate and the colors are as follows: 1
real, rose; 2 reales, blue, and 3 reales,
black. The workmanship is good and
the paper white wove. I have seen a
few copies which appear as if on yellow
paper,—probably age has so turned them,
as no authentic information is obtainable
showing that the stamps were printed on
other than white paper. The 1 real is
scarcer in the canceled condition, but
the other values are just as hard to pro-
cure, ecither canceled or uncanceled.
Stamps on original covers are rarities.
About five years later the adoption of
“centavos’’ and ‘‘ pesos’’ as the nation-
al currency necessitated a corresponding
change on the stamps. The 2reales and
3 reales were surcharged with a large
¢5.” There are two distinct sizes of this
surcharge, the larger being 15} m. high
and the smaller 10§ m. The surcharges
are known to exist in either black or blue.

Until recently many claimed that
the 1 real was also overprinted and this
stamp was even recognized at that time
by cataloguers and according to their es-
timation was worth less than the others.
Later it was learned that this surcharge
was never authorized and therefore was
fraudulent. This may account for the
lesser value attached to this fake, al-
though its spuriousness was unknowu at
that time. Latterly the stamp has been
dropped from the catalogues and at pre-
sent very few are met with in the open
market, no honest dealer daring to han-
dle them, although many an oid collec-
tion still contains such a stamp.

The 2 reals and 3 reals are also found
with surcharge inverted and sideways,
but these can be totally ignored by the
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general collector, although they were
made unintentionally. These are local
surcharges and printing in that era was
not by any means what it is today.

In the meantime new stamps were re-
ceived, the design being somewhat sim-
ilar to the previous issue. The border
surrounding the lion in the center is per-
fectly square. In the background ap-
pear the rays of the sun, which are ab-
sent in the preceding types. The stamps
are perforated 12} and two values com-
prise the set. It was discovered when
the stamps were finished that an error
existed thereon—the value being in the
old currency, thus: 5 reis orange, and 10
reis brown. These stamps were imme-
diately superseded by two new stamps of
the right value. The colors were also
changed, appearing as follows: 5¢c brown
and 10c green. There has always exist-
ed some doubt in regard to the issuance
of the 10c value at the same time as the
5¢ stamp. Some fix the date 1881,
others, 1879. The latter is undoubtedly
the correct date, as it would be an im-
possibility for the public to depend on
one stamp for postal duty, and then,
again, it would seem strange that only
the Ac stamp was issued, when a 10c was
originally intended to be issued at the
same time, as the errors 5 reis and 10
reis would indicate. The five and ten
reis were reprinted to some extent and
plates were uot, as first supposed, de-
stroyed. The reprints are perforated
11}. The authenticity of the originals
has not as yet been established. Many
authorities claim none of the originals
were sold, that when the error was dis-
covered, before the stamps were put on
sale, the entire issue was destroyed,
therefore, such stamps as were sold were
simply reprints, and, as such, are consid-
ered by many worthless trash, to be ex-
cluded from the catalogue. Others claim
that the whole original issue was sold in
bulk, as remainders, and not destroyed

since they are perforated 12}, whereas
the reprints are perforated 11}. The
latter claim, 1 the writer’s opinion,
seems to be correct. According to the
standard catalogue these two stamps,
(5 R. and 10 R.), are priced at eight cents
each. This alone is enough proof to
show that the stamps are remainders.
Two reis equal 15 cents of United States
money and three reis, 22 cents. The
stamps are listed at 8 cents each, which
forces us to the conclusion that the
stamps must surely be remainders or
they never could be sold at less than the
face value. TFurthermore, the stamps
are not priced in canceled condition, and
never will be, as not oxe single copy was
allowed to be used for postage. The
two stamps catalogued are simply re-
mainders of an uncirculated issue. The
5and 10 centavos are also said to ex-
ist in an imperforate condition, but as
yet I have failed tosce an unsevered pair.

About two years later, in 1881, three
new values were added to this set, the
design being somewhat similar to the
first issue (1870) except the new value in
the new currency. The denominations
and colors are as follows: lc blue, Zc
vermilion, or rose, and 4c brown ; vari-
ous perforations from 12 to 14. The 4
centavos is quite a scarce stamp and not
at all as common as the catalogue quota-
tions would indicate. Some time later
the supply of the 1 and 2
became exhausted and a new supply was
immediately ordered. In the meantime
it became mnecessary to issue two new
surcharges, the remainders of the 10c
green 1879 issue being the stamps select-
ed for the purpose, making the face
value equivalent to 1 centavo and 2 cen-
tavos, the stamps being surcharged with
large numerals in black.  The scarcity
of these stamps is well known, they hav-
ing been on sale but a short time.
When the long delayed supply at last
arrived, these surcharged stamps were

centavos
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dispensed with, destroyed and mnot sold
as remainders, etc., as most governments
would do to-day.

In 1884 Paraguay was admitted to the
Postal Union and like most all the South
American stamps, that inscription ap-
peared upon her stamps. The then
present issue could mnot be altered to
conform with this vogue, so a new issue
was decided upon. The same old trouble
prevented the Government from receiv-
ing the new stamps as promptly as ex-
pected. The 1 centavo again became
exhausted, but no other stamp was avail-
able for the surcharging. The supply of
all values of the current issue were at
low water mark, and it was an impossi-
bility to use any of them, as the limited
quantity available would last but three
days if they were surcharged. Finally
there was unearthed in the post-office a
batch of the 1 real 1870 issue and these
stamps were selected.  The stamp was
over-printed with a large ‘1" in black.
No other surcbarge appears on the
stamp and to all appearances still has a
face value of one real the printers
neglecting to cancel “‘real” and in its
place put ‘ centavo.” Nevertheless,
this stamp passed as 1 ‘‘centavo.”
As no corrections were deemed advisa-
ble by the authorities, we cannot term
this an error in the correct sense of the
word.  This is another instance where
the Paraguayan officials did not stoop to
speculate in their country’s stamps.
This surcharge helped the philatelic fra-
ternity to some extent by getting rid of
the remainders of the first issue of 1 real
stamps and giving proof that none of
these stamps can be expected to be
“found” by some enterprising stamp
dealer in the future.

The new issue at last arrived, the de-
sign being somewhat unlike former
types. The printing is not such as
could be called perfect: either the ink
was too thick or the paper too thin,

somehow or other the stamps have a
blurred appearance. Only three stamps
comprise this issue, as follows: lc
green, 2c red and 5c blue, all perforated
12}.  The 5c is said to exist as carmine-
red, perforated 15. A few years later
the necessity for higher values became
apparent. As the officials decided to
add four new denominations, an entire
new set was considered desirable.  The
stamps appeared in 1887 ; seven values,
as follows: 1lc green, 2c carmine, 5c¢
blue, 7c chocolate, or brown, 10c¢ lilac or
violet, 15¢c orange, and 20c pink. The
stamps are perforated from 11} to 13.
In the foregoing I have given the 7c and
10c stamps in two shades as there is a
difference of opinion existing among
some authorities.

The 15 centavos of 1889 issue isasome-
what doubtful stamp. When surcharged
‘““official ”’ it isused for that purpose only,
but the stamp in question was not sur-
charged and was used for ordinary mail
matter. Probably by error this stamp
was put in circulation, as later events
would indicate. A desire of the popula-
tion to have the ‘ pictures” of their
presidents and great men appear on the
stamps was gratified in 1892 by the issu-
ance of an entirely new set, of a neat
and pretty design, in the center of each
appearing the head of one of their dis-
tinguished citizens. Originally this is-
sue comprised eight denominations as
follows: lc gray, 2c¢ yellow, 5¢ violet,
10c violet-blue (with hole), 14c brown,
20c carmine and 30c light green. The
10¢ violet-blue was, until 1897, issued
punched with a circular hole in order to
prevent its being fraudulantly surcharg-
ed. The surcharge referred to above
was a Jubilee stamp issued on the 12th of
October, 1892, to celebrate the 400th an-
niversary of the discovery of America ly
Columbus. The surcharge was circular
in shape, containing the following in-
scription: 1492 at the top, ‘18927 at
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the bottom and ‘‘ 12 de Octobre ” in the
centre between the two dates. I have
seen copies canceled on original cover
with fake surcharge impressed with an
ordinary rubberstamp,the color of theink
used being a deep shade of violet, could
be correctly called purple. This coun-
terfeit can easily be distinguished from
the original by the blurred appearance
of the entire surcharge.

In 1893, one year later, four higher
values were added to the then present,
1892 issue, the type of the 1887 issue be-
ing used for the purpose. The denomi-
nations and colors are as follows: 40c
dark or slate-blue, 60c yellow, 80c light
blue and 1 peso olive or brown-green.

The year 1895 saw the birth of a new
surcharge : 5¢c on 7c chocolate, of the
1887 type. The stamp was issued in
such a large quantity it will never be-
come scarce. In 1896 the error on the
1c gray was corrected from plural to sin-
gular, making the stamp appear 1 “cen-
tavo '’ instead of ‘‘ centavos.” Apropos
of this correction, I may recall the spec-
ulation that occurred in 1892 when our
speculating friends discovered this error,
1 *“ centavos.”” The stamps were bought
right and left, in fact all the loose can-
celed copies were in the hands of specu-
lators within thirty days from the first
appearance of the issue. They were
positive the stamps would be withdrawn
and the error corrected, but such was
not the case. Either the post-office
officials of Paraguay wished to defeat
the designs of these speculators or they
were ignorant of the existence of such
an error. The stamp was issued as first
printed until 1896, four long years. The
lust issue of Paraguayan stamps appear-
ed in 1897, although the stamp cannot
be strictly termed a new issue. It is the
10c violet of 1892 issue minus the cir-
cular hole. This completes the regular
adhesives.

We will now take up the officials,

they being a very interesting set of
stamps, the early issues having designs
of their own, entirely different from the
postal adhesives.  Outside of the very
first issue, the imperforates, the stamps
are within the reach of all ; as only one
stamp is priced above one dollar. As in
the stamps of all countries, there are a
few minor varieties, such as ‘‘inverted
surcharges,” ‘ period after officiel”
etc., but no philatelist is compelled to
add them to his collection. The designs
proper of the first and second issues are
identical, but the differences lie in the
colors, the type used for the surcharge
‘“official ”” and in the first issue being
imperforate and the second perforated.
The first issue, 1886, is composed of
seven denominations as follows: 1lc
orange, 2¢ violet, 7c green, 10c brown or
maroon, 15¢ blue, and 20c carmine. All
the stamps have wavy lines printed in
orange on thereverse. These lines are
called by many ‘¢ control marks.””  The
type used for the surcharges are of three
varieties, as follows : long thick capitals
on the lc., script on the 2c and short
thick capitals on the balance of the set.
Naturally these stampsare scarce, having
been current less than a year.

The second issue, 1887, were, as stated,
in the same designs as first issue, but
without the wavy lines on the reverse
and were perforated 11}, the surcharge
being in black. Seven values comprise
the set, the colors and denominations
being as follows: lc blue-green or
green, 2c carmine or red, 5¢ blue, 7c
orange, 10c maroon or deep carmine,
15¢ brown and 20¢ blue. The surcharge
is one style of type: long thin capitals.
In 1890 the doubtful stamp of the 1889
issue of the regular adhesives was double
surcharged, first as ‘‘oficial” and then
with a numeral. There are four stamps
of this issue, namely : imperforate, 3¢
on I5c violet, 5¢ on 15¢ red-brown, and
perforated 1114, 1¢ on 15¢ red-violet or
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lake and 2c on 15c¢ red-violet or lake. In
some instances [ give two colors ; this is
caused by a difference of opinion enter-
tained by some authorities. All the fol-
lowing officials are regularadhesives sur-
charged for official purposes. In the
latter part of the same year, 1890,
the regular stamps of the 1887 issue were
over-printed ‘‘ official >’ in medium-sized
heavy-faced capitals. The entire set of
seven values as follows :—lc green, 2c
carmine, 5c blue, 7c brown, 10c lilac or
violet, 15¢c orange and 20c pink. These
were surcharged with violet or black ink,
except the 7c value. Itis claimed that
the 7c does not even exist with the violet
surcharge. I further learn that the 50c
gray was also surcharged in black and
that the entire set up to and including
the 20c pink, has been seen over-printed
in blue.

In 1892 these stamps appeared, includ-
ing the seven centavos, surcharged
diagonally with short thin capitals in
black, the 50c, gray included, making a
total of eight denominations in this
issue. This completes the official emis-
sions. Several times during the past
two years it has been rumored that anew
set of official stamps were in preparation
but each time they have been declared
false, as the Paraguayan postoffice of-
ficials on each occasion denied having
given the matter a thought. (Seebeck,
where art thou!)

On the envelopes and wrappers I will
not dwell long, just mention that but
four envelopes were issued, one being
a Jubilee surcharge, and only one wrap-
per.

In the foregoing article I have, to the
best of my ability, explained and de-
scribed the entire postal emissions of
Paraguay, adding any necessary comul-
ment I deemed interesting. The market
value of this country’s stamps do not by
any means average high. I will give a
few statistics or averages to prove my

assertion. Excluding minor varieties,
shades, etc., we have a total of 46 regular
adhesives and 33 official stamps that are
priced by the 58th Standard Catalogue.
First take the regular adhesives: the
highest priced stamp is$5.00. There are
just eight priced at $1.50 and upwards
and the balance, 38, are priced at $1.00
and under. The total average for the
entire 46 stamps is about 68¢ per stamp
and for those priced at $1.00 and under,
38, the average price for each stamp is
only a small fraction over 28¢ per piece.
Now take the officials. Of the 33 issued,
only seven are priced above a dollar.
The total average for the 33 stamps is
about 65} cents each and the average. for
the 26 stamps priced at $1.00 and under
is about 26} cents each. These averages
are based on catalogue quotations, but
itis understood that many of these stamps
can be purchased from various dealers at
a discount of at least 25% ; therefore the
average would be just so much less in
proportion.

In 1896 a series of two stamps were
issued by private parties, being a tel-
egraph stamp surcharged with a circle
containing the words ¢ Correos’ (post-
age) and ‘‘ Centavos ’’ also a large open
““5,” as follows : 5¢c on 2¢ brown and 5c
on 4c yellow. The stamps are blacklist-
ed and put down as fraudulent, which
they justly deserve. I have seen a few
copies but do not believe the stamps
were extensively printed.

The author of this article is neither a
dealer nor a speculator, but a plain ordi-
nary collector who studies his stamps
and who wishes to disseminate to the
philatelic public any information he may
thereby gain. He considers the stamps
of Paraguay neglected and as an almost
complete collection can be purchased for
a small outlay of money, he advises all
genuine collectors to take time by the
forelock and purchase these stamps while
they are cheap.
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Paraguay.
BY FRANKLIN STEARNS, JR.

N insignificant blot upon the sur-
P—\ face of the globe lies the Const.i-
tutional Republic of Paraguay in
the basin of the Parana-Paraguay system,
marshy along parts of the river courses
and reaching its highest elevation of
2900 feet at the interior watershed that
divides the tributaries of the above nam-
ed rivers.

Insignificant not so much in area,
which is 91,970 square miles, about that
of the State of Wyoming, it yet presents
a deplorable example of a country of
great natural rescources steeped in the
stagnation of indigence and illiteracy
resulting from misgovernment by selfish
and domineering ambition that inflicted
upon it an indebtedness exceeding 245
millions of dollars, a sum far more than
representing the total value of property,
real and personal, and drove to slaughter
in foolish wars of attempted conquest
such great numbers of men that the fe-
male population now represents about
two thirds of the total, estimated to be
1,337,439.

The natural resources of Paraguay
are almost entirely agricultural, although
there is some mineral wealth in its cop-
per, lime, salt and marbles. There are
more than 60 varieties of industrial tim-
ber,including the lapacho and quebracho,
whose durability is so well evidenced by
the remarkable state of preservation of
woodwork of the early Jesuit
There are fifteen plants from

the
churches.
which dyes are secured and half as many
furnish excellent fibres, among them
the caraguatay, from which is manufac-
tured the beautiful Nanduty or spider-
web lace that decorates the native belles.
Such tropical fruit trees as the cocoa
palm, orange and banana flourish so lux-
uriantly that their fruits have a merely

nominal value, and the mat¢ furnishes
the country with a most staple export,
Paraguayan  tea, extensively used
throughout South America and produced
almost exclusively in the country from
which its name is derived. 7Tobacco is
also an important product, especially as
it finds an extensive home market, be-
ing smoked continuously by the whole
population, including women and chil-
dren. Sugar cane is thoroughly adapted
to the soil and climate, but is grown only
for manufacture into rum and syrups,all
refined sugar for domestic consumption
being imported, chiefly from Brazil. The
people wear exclusively cotton goods
which are imported from England under
a 40% duty, although the plant is indig-
eneous and grows spontaneously. Cat-
tle raising is becoming a prominent in-
dustry, although it received a severe
check in the war with the allies, nearly
all the stock having been then destroyed.
Good fertile farming lands are cheap,
Oh ! wery cheap, the prices at private
sales ranging from 18 to 23 cents per
acre, though the Government lands are
rated at from $1.00 to $1.11 per acre.

The fertility of the land is such that
under a careful and industrious system
of management prosperity could not be
drivenaway, yet indolence andignorance
are now casting aside opportunities of
wealth—or holding them in trust, ’'tis
hoped, for the contemporaries of some
near future regime that shall be not blind
to the welfare of its charge or the en-
lightening advantages of a liberal free
educational system that exists not alone
on the statutes. In all therepublicthere
is but one railroad and that only 50 miles
in length and in operation only fourdays
in a week. There is one telegraph line,
also of 50 miles length.

The inhabitants of Paraguay are most-
ly half-breeds based on the original Gua-
rani stock, and are a peaceful, simple
people, much given to love of flowers
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and fétes and trysting-places too, if we
may judge from the statistical informa-
tion that of all the births only 3 per cent
are legitimate. What a paradise for the
free-love idealist ! This deplorable con-
dition is due to the precept and example
of Dr. Francia who never married but
left several illegitimate children.

On the other hand, criminal offences
are comparatively of rare occurrence
and their frequency is constantly abat-
ing. As is so often characteristic of art-
less people, the half-breed Paraguayarns
are possessed of indomitable courage,
which they so signally exhibited in the
disastrous wars of Lopez II, as well as in
the many conflicts to which they and
their aboriginal contemporaries were
forced in defence of the despotism of the
Jesuits, by whom they were controlled.

The present government of Paraguay
is, as stated, a constitutional republic.
The term of office of the president and
vice-president is as in the United States
and an incumbent is ineligible for re-elec-
tion until eight years from hisretirement
have elapsed. The legislative bodics
consist of a Senate and Chamber of De-
puties, both elected directly by the peo-
ple. There are five Government depart-
ments and a supreme court presided
over by three salaried judges. Educa-
tion is supposed to be compulsory, but
the 178 schools are poorly attended. The
standing army nominally numbers about
2,000 men and the navy consists of one
small steamer of 440 tons. The country
possesses but one public library, contain-
ing only 3000 volumes. Tradeis somewhat
on the increase and as a matter of curios-
ity it may be mentioned that in 1881
there were exported 20,000,000 cigars
valued each about an eighth of a cent.
The total annual revenue is about $4,000,-
000 and the national expenses exceed re-
ceipts about a quarter of a million dol-
lars.

One of the eailiestsettlers of Paraguay

was Sebastian Cabot, who, in 1528, built
the fort called Santo Espiritu. Asuncion
the present capital, was founded in 1537
by Juan de Ayolas. The name Paraguay
was at one time applied not only to the
country between the Paraguay and
Parana rivers and that north-east of the
Pilcomayo, the presentboundaries of the
republic, but also to Uruguay and large
parts of Brazil and the Argentine Repub-
lic. Paraguay proper was not separated
from the other provinces until about S0
years after the founding of its capital.
The history of the country to the begin-
ning of the 19th century is associated
mainly with the struggle between the
Spanish and Portuguese for territorial
expansion and the career of the Jesuits
who formed and maintained for quite a
while a despotism based on the religious
subjection in which they held the
natives.  This despotism was antago-
nistic to the Government at Asuncion
and with it the Jesuits had many wars.
They were finally defeated about the
middle of the 18th century by the com-
bined armies of Spain and Portugal in a
war which grew out of their resistance to
the cession by Spain to Portugal of
several districts which they considered
theirs by right of religious “‘ reduction.”
Though this territorial treaty with
Portugal was revoked by Spain in 1761,
the Jesuits never recovered their prestige
and were finally expelled the country
in 1767,

Paraguay declared its independence of
Spain in 1811 and after four years of
tentative government, the supreme
power was seized by Dr. Jos¢ Gaspar
Rodriguez Irancia whose despotism,
absolute as it was, existed to his death
in 1840. The reins of government {hen
passed into the hands of the Doctor's
nephew, Carlos Antonia Lopez, who was
succeeded in 1862 by his son, Francisco
Solano Iopez, whose foolish ambitio
for conquest almost totally destroyed the
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Paraguayan nationality and plunged the
country into a five years war with Brazil,
Uruguay and Argentina that ended in
his complete defeat and death at the
battle of Aquidaban, March 1, 1870. The
allies now exercised a quasi protectorate
over the defeated country and a new
constitution was adopted and a president,
Jovellanos, appointed, the Brazilianarmy
of occupation not being withdrawn until
1876, since which time Paraguay is sup-
posed to have governed herself.

Pitiable indeed is a country whose
very mational existence yet depends
upon the balance of power existing be-
tween its jealous mneighbors when its
natural resources should raise it to the
position of an honored rival. Blessed by
nature with a most fertile soil—smiled
upon by akindly temperature—endowed
with ample water courses by pre-historic
earth formation—free as any from dread-
ed plagues, save those resulting from
shortened diet, it should produce enough
for itself and to spare, that by exports to
foreign climes the wealth of others
might be attracted to its confines as by a
magnet, through which, if rightly
applied, its people, without fear of losing
sight of the foremost, could raise their
heads and point with pride to Zieir
position in the onward march of enlight-
ened progress—unow striding side by
side, hand in hand, with the most
advanced—no stigma of illiteracy, or,
worse still, spurious offspring cursed by
clouded origin, to render vulnerable
their hearts to the rude jests and cruel
sneers of the inconsiderate, or dampen
the ardor of their righteous ambition or
check their noble career by conscious-
ness of their damning truth.

WirL you not favor us by mentioning
‘I'HE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST when an-
swering the advertisements? Don’t for-
get it.

A Beautiful Testimonial.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

Jaunched upon the waves of time,

THE .  VIRGINIA PHILATELIST, and
since that date, it has steadily increased
in artistic beauty, and has been supplied
with the choicest of reading matter,
while its managers have increased its
circulation, until it reaches hundreds
of collectors.. And mnow it stands on
the brink of another year, sparkling
with beauty, the brightest *“ yearling
of them all. Its managers may look
over its past life, and justly feel proud of
their labors and exclaim, ¢ Eureka,”
for they have, by the aid of their many
subscribers and numerous dealers, who
have patronized its columns so faithfully,
made it the ““ Gem of Philately.”

Many States of the Union may boast
of several philatelic mdgazines, while
Virginia of only omne, but that one,
“The Queen of All’”’ and the ‘‘Pride
of America’’ and Virginians and Amer-
icans in general, should and do feel
proud that they have at least one phila-
telic magazine, which deserves its title.

Too much cannot be said for this noble
paper and its noble cause. A glance at
it will prove all T have said in its favor.

I sincerely hope that the day will soon
come when this beautiful magazine will
find its way into every philatelist’s home
in this great world, and shall be patron-
ized by every up-to-date dealer in the
United States.

Vive la VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

W. C. HARDVY.

ilN the month of September, 1897, was

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and Z/%e
Lone Star Stale Philalelist the two re-
presentative papers of the South, and
reaching the most Southern collectors
one year for 30 cents.
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Stamp Illustrating.

A Few Practical Hints by a Practical En-
graver.

<6P’ HE philatelic student is a close ob-

server of detail. The study of

stamps engenders this faculty,
which, when diligently pursued, attains
to a high state of perfection.

In reviewing the publications devoted
to philately one will frequently note in-
stances where stamp illustrating has
been attempted, that the result has prov-
ed a dismal failure, and far from pre-
senting a faithful reproduction of the
chosen subject.

Undoubtedly the cause of this trouble
may be found in the fact that, in most
instances, publishers are not acquainted
with the various modern processes of
engraving at their command, and partic-
ularly whick of these methods will ren-
der the best results when applied to the
different stamps.

Still this does not justify these short-
comings, which are not alone misleading
to the sceker after philatelic lore, but
produce, in general, a detrimental effect,
and unless we will employ the methods
of today,stamp illustrating had better be
abandoned.

“The proof of the pudding is in the
eating.”” I shall therefore enumerate
several cases coming under my observa-
tion quite recently, and then attempt to
describe, briefly, the different processes
of engraving, supplementing illustra-
tions, and to assign to them such class of
stamps as may be treated by each most
advantageously.

The Newfoundland surcharges have
been illustrated in nearly every Ameri-
can as well as foreign philatelic publica-
tion with more or less accuracy—in
most cases with less. In two instances
which I clearly have in mind, the printer
(with whom necessity oft proves to be

showing

the mother of invention) not having the
corresponding ‘“ face”’ of type in his
outfit, substituted the ‘‘next nearest to
it,”’ and today, I suppose, some readers
of those papers are on the ““still hunt”
for that particular type. The false im-
pression left in such cases is difficult to
efface.

The most failures occur when attempts
are made to illustrate the stamp proper.
Some publishers employ (increditable
as it may seem) the out-of-date method
of wood-engraving, generally resulting
in the most distorted presentation of a
fine subject, and oftimes in veritable
carricatures.

Especially has this been the case with
illustrations of the new Canadian and
Newfoundland issues. Some of them
baffle all description, and did not the
accompanying meager information en-
lighten the reader to a certain extent,
the cuts surely never would have done
so.

Some were crudely executed in wood ;
others reproduced from free-hand pen-
and-ink drawings, and in every instance
signally failing to justly interpret these
fair subjects.

FOUR METHODS OF ILLUSTRATING.

There are four methods adapted to il-
lustrating a letter-press printed publica-
tion:

1. Type-set form.

2. Wood-cut.

3. Zinc etching—or line engraving.

4. Half-tone.

Of these but two—zinc etching and
half-tone—should be employed.

Either one or the other of these two is
adapted to the reproduction of any sub-
ject, be it a type-set, wood-cut-litho-
graphed or engraved stamp.

I shall treat the methods separately,
how, when, and where each
process is best adapted to the subject.
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TYPE-SET FORM.

The utility of type and
printer’s rule for illus-
trating purposesis limit-
ed tosurcharges and ear-
ONE CENT ly provisionals which
ONE CENT Wwere originally type-set.

In reproducing, in such
ONE CENT cases, the greatest care
TYPESSET. should be taken to con-
form strictly to the ‘“face’’ of letterused
on the original. The words or letters
should be spaced identically with the
spacing of the subject, and here, as in no
other case the time-honored printer’s
rule is imperative: ‘*‘Follow copy.”’

If a broken, inverted, or transposed
letter occurs in the ‘“copy,’’ break, in-
vert, or transpose the type to conform to
it. Do not attempt to correct—you are
illustrating—** follow copy.”” If you
cannot secure the same type, do not sub-
stitute another—prefer not to illustrate
Philately will thank you fer it.

[ ]
ﬁ Steinmeyer's l"

—— .}

City Pust.
Paid -2 ct=.
e S —

at all.

WOOD CUTS.
Wood-cuts are produced
by engraving a design on
prepared, hard wood, type
high, by means of tools
similar to those used in en-
woop cur. graving on metals. As for
all letter-press printing the subject must
be in relief, 7. e. the design left while all
surrounding wood is removed. The
grade of work being entirely dependent
upon the skill of the artisan, the result
is more or less satisfactory. The fuct
remains that elaborate designs cannot
receive just treatment in wood, and {he
process is practically limited to such
stamps as the late issues of Gambia, New
South wales 2'5d Jubilee, and a number
of the so-called De la Rue styles. Steel
and copper-plate printed stamps, as well
as lithographed issues should not be at-
tempted in wood.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

ZINC ETCHINGS, OR LINE ENGRAVINGS.

This process seems to
be the most favored for
stamp illustrating, being
toa great extent purely
mechanical and chemi-
cal. The subject is
transferred by means of
photography to a pre-
pared sheet of zinc. The design thus
transferred is mneutralized, i. e. “forti-
fied,” as it were, to resist the destruc-
tive acids. The plate is then emersed in
a tray of acids. These acids ‘ bite
away the zinc surrounding the * forti-
fied ”’ design, to aicertain requisite depth,
leaving, as a result, the subject in relief
—raised. Imperfections are removed by
means of a graver, and, finally, the plate
is mounted on a wood base, correspond-
ing in height, after being mounted, to
type.

The fact, that by means of this process
the slightest details of the subject may
be preserved with perfect accuracy, as
well as enlargements or reductions to
any desired dimensions secured,
commends it at once as one of the bhest
methods to be employed in stamp illus-
trating.

Zinc etching, therefore, is best adapted
to subjects in ‘“line,” no matter how
sharp these lines be, so long as they are
clear and distinct, and a white bhack-
ground is visible between them,

ZINC ETCHING

There are a few ex-
ceptions that do not
permit of treatment
by this process, such
as the earlier stamps
of Barbados, Trinidad,
Mauritius, and the
current St. Vincent.
Yet even these may
be satisfactorily pre-
pared if the stamps are first enlarged by
means of photography, a ** blue-print

REDRAWN,
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prepared, and then ‘‘ traced’’ by the art-
ist in black water-proof India ink. After
‘“fading ”’ the blue-print the drawing is
again reduced to the normal size and pre-
pared as before described.

HALF-TONE.

Half-tone illustrat-
ing is the most cost-
ly of the four pro-
cesses, but vastly su-
perior in a number
of cases, in fact pre-
ferable, and if prop-
erly printed the ef-
fect is most pleasing,
for the half-tone is
the printer's substitute for photography
in illustrating.

Especially in instances where cancel-
lations on stamps are to be shown, grill-
ing, embossing, or where two-colored
stamps are to be reproduced showing to
some extent the different colors by a
variation of shade and light in the print.

The half-tone process is adapted to
such subjects as are furnished by the
earlier Barbados, Trinidad, St. Vincent,
Nova Scotia, in short, every stamp too
close-lined for the zinc-etching process
can be satisfactorily reproduced in half-
tone.

Stamps to be treated by this process
should he mounted on dull black cards,
and to obtain the best results enlarged
in the engraving—-the more so, the bet-
ter the result.

HALF-TONE.

OTHER REQUISITES.

Finally, the chief requisites are,
good paper, good ink, good presses,
and a competent pressman, for with
him rests the fate of an engraving.
Wood cuts print best; zinc-etchings
require /7/{le ink but light, even impres-
sion, while the half-tone requires artistic
treatment at his hands. It requires more
ink than the zinc-etching, it requires a

hard, even packing on the cylinder or

job press and it requires patience and
skill in the ¢ make-ready” to ‘‘ bring
out” the highlights and darken or grade
the shades. ;

With these ‘“ pointers’’ stamp illustrat-
ing is commended to every philatelic
publication as the most valuable adjunct
to the advancement of ‘‘stamp science.”

Avuc. DIETZ.

The VIRGINIA'S Soliloquy.

An Asteroid that autumn date,
When first I life essayed ;
A timid child that shunned the fate
Of critics’ fusilade ;
A friendless waif in this cold world,
I wandr’d o’er the land
And sought kind hearts that, when unfurled,
Would lend a helping hand.

I know not why nor to what end,
It is for them so say,

Yet many do their hands extend
On this, my natal day.

I promised much, I must confess;
Perhaps I've not kept all,

And yet, perchance, my outward dress
May've saved me from a fall.

But outward form and fashion’s cloths
The mind do not appease,

Hence plans that made I must dispose
At once, my friends to please.

They leniently my errors bore,
For which I've gratitude,

So duty now to them before
A selfish attitude.

Although a single year, 'tis true,
Is all that T have known,
Yet in that time I've rambled through
This world from hut to throne.
To many others of my kind,
Who live with weal or woes,
I social visits pay and find
‘That they are friends,—not fces.

My future thus seems bright and clear,
I trust 'twill so remain
And that the end of this new year
Will prompt the same refrain.
And though I feel the burden vast,
That duty doth impose,
Vet will I strive to mend the past—
Give conscience sweel repose.
F. S, Jr.
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New York Correspondence.

LENNOD.

19) EWS of , local nature Was rather
| scarce the past monthi therefore

MYy notes gre somewh )

There is a Noticeahle increase in the
adherents of United States Revenue
stamps; the New reyvenues Are account-
able for this hogyy,. Dealers find sales
increasing for (y4 stock, and one dealer
in particular, intends in the future to
devote the greater part of his trade to
revenues.

We also lloticé many new faces around
the stamp shops, and it is safe to venture
that a large majority of these collectors
joined our ranjg through the co.urlesy of
our liberal government, in issuing such
beautiful and hapdsome revenue and
Omaha Exposition stamps. Lhe latter
were originally to he printed in two dif-
ferent colors for each value, but when it
became apparent that it would be impos-
sible to adhere to this idea, a local col-
lector wrote to the Post Office Authori-
ties, and suggested, that for each valuea
different colored paper be employed ;
the stamps, would then appear, as if
printed in two colors.

The rush of work at the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, prcvcuted this
suggestion being tried, as the officials
had in the meantime made complete
arrangements for printing the stamps in
one color; different for each denomi-
nation.

Turning our attention again to the
new revenue stamps, we must not forget
to state that the minor variety collector
is having his hands full in discovering
new varieties on these stamps. Here
are a few: two sizes of surcharge; in-

at meager.

verted surcharge ; reversed surcharge ;
numerous shades; imperforated on one
or more sides; no periods after I. R.,
and many more too numerous to men-
tion.  Before I drop revenues, I must
mention that there is a dearth of the old
issues part perforated and pin perforated
in blocks and strips.  This also applies
to Match and Medicine stamps in similar
conditions.  Other stamps in demand,
but rather scarce, are the one cent red
Newfoundland and ten cent Canada,
with maple leaves in all four corners,

As these notes are written several days
before any of the conventions, T am un-
able to report the proceedings, but full
report will probably be found clsewhere
in THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST; but
there are many minor occurrences that
will happen, which will never be chroni-
cled, or mentioned, in the philatelic
press; for instance, each member at-
tending the Empire State Philatelic So-
ciety’s first annual meet will be present-
ed with a handsome and expensive
badge ; this is really a beautiful souvenir
and certainly to be appreciated by the
fortunate recipients. The members’
badges will be blue and the officers’ red.

The Sons of Philatelia, by the way, ask
fifteen cents for their convention badges.

As the U.S.governmentintends to keep
or annex the Hawaiian Islands, Cuba,
Porto Rico, and possibly the Philippine
Islands, publishers of philatelic and ot];-
er periodicals which have obtained sec-
ond class rates, can now reduce their
subscription prices to these islands, the
same as the domestic rates. This ought
to boom philately in these new territories
as many specimen copies of the different
philatelic magazines can be mailed at 4
small fraction of the former cost.

There are more philatelic specualtors
in this city than one could really im-
agine. The writer coming in contact
with many of them in the course of bus-
iness, is apt to learn of many stamps
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that are ‘“slyly” being bought up. A
few I mention here, but next month I
will submit a much larger list, if it can
be procured.

Bavaria, No. 61, three pfennig, green.
No. 58, two marks, orange.

Belgium, No.’s 12, 13 and 14, ten,
twenty and forty centimes; No. 57,
thirty-five centimes. (There are found
many varicties on this stamp). Nos. 71,
72 and 73.

Brussels Exhibition, five and ten cen-
limes, (two shades of the latter.)

British Central Africa, Nos. 41 to 45
inclusively. Crown and CA (very desir-
able).

Canada, No. 23, five cents (Beaver).
No. 65, five cents. No. 73, 10 cents. Nos.
82 to 853, inclusive. No. 88, two cents
Jubilee. No. 209, envelope two cents.

Cape of Good Hope, No. 5, four pence
(triangle).

Chili, Nos. 12, 13 and 14 many varie-
ties, both in engraving and watermark,
are found of these stamps. They are
rather scarce, especially the ten centavos
blue, as any dealer will inform you.

Notes From the Lone Star State.

ROY B. BRADLEY.

Well, for a wonder, the writer had an
outing last month. I ran down to Austin
and New Braunfels, and saw quite a
number of the ¢ boys.” In Austin I had
the pleasure of meeting E. D. True and
H. A. Herzog, whom I found to be
carnest, active philatelists.  After stay-
ing there a few days I took the train to
New Braunfels (“‘Germany,” the porter
called it), and spent a couple of very
pleasant days enjoying the hospitality of
my friend Emil Gerlich. Well, we went
fishing on Saturday. Nothing very re-
markable about tkat, but there was in
the size of our ** catch.” We caught—
but I'll refrain, as I do not wish to give
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you reason to doubt my veracity. Bob
Kessler accompanied us on our fishing
excursion, and—my, but he’s loaded
with the proverbial ‘ fish story.”’

The Lone Star State Philatelist will
be greatly improved commencing with
the August issue. Printed on the finest
of-antique book paper, from new type,
it will be typographically - perfect.
Several new cuts will adorn the cover
and inside, the work of my friend Dietz ;
while such contributors as Miss Ay L.
Swift, Emil Gerlich, August Dietz, H.
Fenton, Frederic Noyes, E. R. Aldrich,
G. A. Hunt, and myself will endeaver to
fill its columns with choice reading
matter oz stamps. The standard of
excellence will be placed high, but we
hope to attain it.

I note in AMekeel's Weekly Stamp
News that Wm. S. Osgood, a philatelist
of Massachusetts is now located at
Sabine Pass, while M. C. Spears, form-
erly of Kentucky, is also located at
Dallas. Gentlemen, we will be pleased
to enroll you among the members of the
Southern and Texas Philatelic Associ-
ations.

I would like very much to see the
American Journal of Philalely pay more
attention to the stamps of the Confeder-
ate States. As yet, no reference to
them appears in the * Catalogue for
Advanced Collectors,”" now appearing in
that magazine. I presume they will be
included among the latter part of the
‘“ History of the Postage Stamps of the

United States,” now appearing in
monthly instalments. By the way, the
Scott Co., write me that it will be

several months ere the ‘‘ Advanced Cat-
alogue ” is completed.

Stamp news is quite scarce this month.
I've been scratching my cranium for
half an hour trying to think of more
““ news,” but it’s no go, so my readers
will not be afflicted with any more notes
this month, for which they ought to be

grateful.
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Boston Bits.

BY BOSTONIAN.

Your humble servant has been re-
quested to put forth his best effort this
month, in honor of the great Anniver-
sary Number of THE VIRGINIA PHILA-
TELIST. And although he would state
that he has complied with this wish, it
does not say much for his ability, as he
does not pose for a literary man to any
great extent. But best is best, and that
is all that is expected from anyone.

As regards stamp trade in general,
Boston is at present convalescent, and
the fall trade is already beginning to
show itself at this early date. Thus far
we have had a very short dull season, if
such it could be called at all.

Our society members are all busy
packing ‘“duds’ for the conventions
which will take place the latter part of
August, in New York City, and it is
needless to state that the Hub will be
well represented.

The New England Philatelic Associa-
tion will hold their annual convention
at Manchester, N. H. This is scheduled
to come off also in August, and the
trustees have prepared a very attractive
programume.

The session will be held at the new
hotel on Lake Massabesic, which abounds
in magnificent scenery.

It is rumored here that Newfoundland
has just issued a new Jc,3cand5cstamp.
An invoice of these denominations is
expected at any date, as the Postmaster-
General informs one well-known firm
that they have already been shipped.

Now that the Jc¢ documentary revenue
has been changed in color from yellow
to slate, there has been a great rush for
the former, which easily retails at about
3c. I have been told on good authority,
that this is only the beginning of several
changes, and that eventually the whole

issue is to appear in a perforated state
instead of rouletted. If this be the case
the stamps in use now will be good
things to invest a little money in.

The post-offices in the vicinity of the
Hub, have been decidedly short of cer-
tain values of the Omaha stamps, (doubt-
less on account of the Bureau printing
enormous quantities of the new war tax
stamps) aud one of Boston’s dealers was
obliged to pay a fancy price for some,
with which to fill his orders.

It is now apparent that our city will
see fewer auction sales next fall, than in
years past.  One of the firms that do
considerable in this line, state that they
caunot promise one, and several others
inform me that they will do decidedly
less in auctions than usual.

For the past two weeks there has been
a great demand here for the maple leaf
set of Canada. Several denominations
of this series are now obsolete, and cap-
not be obtained at many of (he post-
offices in the Dominion.

Edward L. Smiley of Milford, Muss,
is spending his vacation at Sunapee, Nf
H. Mr. Ernest M. Carpenter of the
New England Stamp Co. has returned
from his trip to the West, after an
absence of about four weeks. Mr.
Ernest I,. Farrin, assistant at Mr, F. p.
Brown’s office, is at North Woodstock
N. H., for ten days. '

Several sets of used I\'cwsp;lpel.
stamps changed hands at the Iyl this
week at from $35 to $30 per set. This
seems to be cheap for these muclh
sought-for stamps, and every indicatioy
points to an early rise in price.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST, 770 Co-
lumbian Philalelist, The American .
lector, and The Rocky Mountaiy, Stamp
all for one year for only 50 cents,

You can’t afford to miss all of these
grand combinations so send in your sub-
scriptions for one or more of thep,,
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Canadian Notes.

BY CANADIAN.

Some disatisfaction is expressed at the
choice of the Philatelic Advocale as the
official organ of the D. P. A. as it is
believed that a better choice could have
been made. However there is a differ-
ence of opinion on that point and the
Advocale has the advantage of the dif-
ference.

Now that the Canadian stamps have
numerals in the corners instead of the
maple leaves there is a wild scramble for
the stamps of the latter design and it is
safe to predict a good advance in prices
in the near future.

The Ontario Philatelist is typograph-
ically, THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST of
Canada. Friend Widdicombe turns out
a very neatly printed paper filled with
readable matter.

We haven’t seen the stamp paper that
was to appear from Hamilton, Ontario,
and will be more inclined to believe that
it is a reality when we see Vol. I No. 1.

The number in attendance at the D.
P. A. Convention was very good and
shows the great interest taken in our only
national philatelic society.

The by-law passed at the convention,
requiring all officers to have been mem-
bers of thesociety forat leastsix months,
is a good one and will have the effect of
keeping many office-seekers out.

Although the agitation for the release
of John R. Hooper is still kept up weare
not inclined to believe that his sentence
will be shortened as the government has
evidently passed its opinion on the case.

The new Anglo-Saxon private post-
cards are becoming very popular and
many merchants are using them to in-
crease trade.

How many 6c Jubilees have you?
They are a good thing to have.

Wanted : By Wim. Mulock a good pre-

text on
stamps.

which to issue a new set of
Sealed proposals will bereceiv-
ed by the above gentleman.

Since the London conference decided
upon penny postage the government of
Canada will at once put into operation
the bill passed recently reducing postage
from 3 to 2 cts. on first-class matter. A
new issue is now in order to commemo-
rate the change.

The prompt action of the D. P. A.
trustees in expelling a member found
guilty of larcency by confession, is to be
commended.

Notwithstanding the apparently good
showing made by the Dominion Philatel-
ic Association we believe that the society
as it is now conducted is but little more
than an adjunct to the official organ.

The two-cent postage rate to all parts
of Canada and Great Britain will become
operative on and after November 1st,
1898. This is a great stride in the right
direction.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and 77%e
NMontreal Philatelist—the two ‘‘ hand-
somest’ of the U. S. and Canada, one
year for 30 cents.

I'd like to meet the galoot in the Mil-
waukee P. O. who evidently cancels the
letters with his feet, and probably uses a
shovel to put ink on. He spoilt a strip
of three nice 8 cent Omaha stamps, the
first I got.—Montreal Philatelist.

It is held that under the new U. S.
war tax law, a doctor’s certificate of a
patient’s death must bear a ten cent
stamp. This is following a man a long
way.—Montreal Philatelist.

Grenada has gone stamp jobbing too.
A 3d. Jubilee stamp is out to commem-
orate Columbus’ landing. Poor Kit,
yow've got to do for a pretext once
more.—Montreal Philalelist.
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My Stamp Hunt.

BY A. G. GIBB.

]@“EN in all ages have been hunters,
| and the desire to secure certain

objects seems to be inherent to
the human race.

From the days of Esau (of Biblical
fame) up to the present time, men have
been ‘“on the hunt” for something or
other.

Students of Scott’s works (I do not re-
fer to Scott of philatelic fame, but to
the one and only ‘¢ Great Scott’—Sir
Walter) must remember how the old
antiquarian used to spend his days hunt-
ing amongst the tombstones for inscrip-
tions.

And in our own times we find many
people who ““collect things.”” Some col-
lect old china, statuary, pictures or
coins, others gather the flora and fauna
from the face of nature, while still others
(and what a mighty army they are!) are
hunters of stamps!

All however, pursue their game with
the same commendable ardor, and the
more trouble they experience in secur-
ing a ‘“find,”” the more they glory in it,
and value it.

A short account of a memorable stamp
hunt I recently had, may be of interest
to the many readers of this wonderful
Anniversary number of the popular
VIRGINIAN. (Vivat Floreal!)

The scene of my hunt was in New-
foundland, where I had resided for a
number of years, and where, as may be
supposed, there is a good field for the
philatelic sport.

I had Dbeen commissioned by a lady
friend abroad to employ a carpenter to
do certain repairs to a dwelling-house in
which she was interested. ‘T'he house
had been unoccupied for some time,
and considerable repairs had to be done.
Among other improvements, my wife

suggested that the paper should be
stripped off the walls, and new paper
hung, and said she would send up the
servant girl to do the stripping. On my
return from business about 10 o’clock
that night, my wife informed me that
on stripping the paper off one of the
rooms, the girl had disclosed a hole ip
the wall, stuffed with all sorts of ¢y}
bish,”” and amongst it were a lot of old
letters and newspapers.

Greatly interested, I called in the girl,
and asked her if she had noticed any
stamps amongst the papers, and she re.-
plied there were ““ lots of them,”’ Lyt she
did not think they were any good, as
they had been all used !

As it was too late to do anything that
night, I went to bed, determined to be
up ‘‘bright and early  in the mornine

That night I had a dream, or ratherbp:
series of dreams. All night long, visiong
of philatelic wealth appeared before my
delighted eyes ; and I fairly reveleq in
the early issues of Newfoundland, There
were Ish. scarlet vermilions, browy 5's
vermilion ‘“star 3’s,”’ and other gems '
In New Brunswick there were se\'em.l
““Connels,”’and many other rare B.N.A.’g

What a feast I had! But alag -’*‘Vak:
ing up early, I dressed hurricdly, and
‘managed to reach the house just as the
carpenters came along.

On entering I at once repaired to the
room and found the floor covered wity
scraps of wall paper, old newspapers, ete
From the mess I fished out a feyy L“zun:
dian postals, but nothing of any vu!u‘c
Turning my attention then to {he « hoh;
in the wall ” I off coat, and set to worlk

First I pulled out a big bundle 01."
newspapers with ¢ nary a stamp” op
them. Then I came across a feyw more
post cards—American and Canadian
Scattered amongst the rubbish wel-;,{
number of the common 1 and 2c U. s
of 79 and much to my disgust, 7ot so/_'
itary N. I, in the whole Jollylot 1
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OUR CO-WORKERS.

A COMPLIMENTARY SKETCH TO THE
STAFF-ASSISTANTS OF THE VIR-
GINIA PHILATELIST.

BY AUG. DIETZ.

IN CELEBRATING our Anniversary we
il deem it the most pleasant duty to

present brief sketches of our faithful
co-laborers, to whom, in a greatmeasure,
we attribute the success of THE VIRGIN-
IA PHILATELIST.
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suburb of Melbourne, in Victoria, Aus-
tralia, March 4, 1846. At the early age
of 10 he was sent, in company with his
brother (who is now general manager of
the Nitrate Railway and Mines at
Iquique, Peru), in a bark of 600 tons,
all the way from Victoria to London,
England, to be educated. At the age
of 15 he was articled as a Civil Engineer
on the Great Western Railway in Eng-
land. At the age of 19 he was sent as
Assistant Engineer to Turkey in Europe
and assisted in building the railways

Untiring in from Varna,
their efforts - on the Black
to contribute, Sea, to Rus-
monthly, the chuk, on the
news philatel- Danube; and
ic—be it in thence from
the sparkling Guirgevo to
notes from Bukarest, the
New York, capital of Mol-
Boston, Tex- dau - Wallach-
as, Canada, ia. He was in

Newfound-
land, and the
far Antipodes;
or in the mer-
itorious arti-
cles on phila-
telic subjects

Bukarest dur-
ing the Revo-
lution, when
Prince Couza
was ‘‘ousted ”’
and the pres-

. ent King
which have “brought in”.
appeared  in Before re-
our columns turning to

from time to time, they have certainly
won for themselves a place of honor in
our Anniversary number.

J. G. GRIFFIN, AUSTRALIA.

Undoubtedly our readers have perused
with great interest the notes from far
Australia contributed from time to time
by Mr. J. G. Griffin of Sydney, New
South Wales. A brief sketch of this
eminent philatelist and gentleman will
lend a new charm to his future philatelic
letters:

Mr. Griffin was born at Richmond, a

England he spent two years on the Conti-
nent, visiting Vienna, Paris, etc. Then
bidding Albion farewell, he returned to
his native Australia. Here his career
has been chequered and successful. He
has been employed as railway engineer
and government surveyor; he has taken
great interest in public affairs, and was
once Mayor of Manly (the chief marine
suburb of Sydney), and is now for the
third time Mayor of Hurstville. He is a
J. P. for the Colony, and is now contest-
ing a seat in the Free Trade interest for
the Parliament of New South Wales.
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Mr. Griffin is-a keen philatelist and
rejoices in old Australians. His collec-
tion numbers some 6,000 choice stamps
as well as a large number of entires.
Possessing most of the varieties of the
rare ‘‘Sydney Views’ and the other
Australian Colonials, Mr. Griffin desires
to complete his collection of U. S. and
Confederates, and but few are yet want-
ing, which he hopes to secure in ex-
change.

Mr. Griffin is a member of the Sydney
Philatelic Society, a Mason and a promi-
nent writer for the press of his city.
We are proud of his friendship, grateful
for the interest he takes in our publica-
tion, and feel confident his kindness will
gain for him many admirers among
philatelists in our country.

ROYAL BENNETT BRADLEY, TEXAS.

Philately of America—and beyond our
borders—neceds no introduction to this
eminent and enthusiastic laborer in its
cause. His publication, 7%e Lone Star
State Philatelist, has carried his fame
far and near and Zke Lowne Star has
become a household word to stampmen
of the South and West.

Royal Bennett Bradley is a native of
Indiana, a descendant of Virginians.
He has resided in Texas since his eighth
year. His first experience in publishing
a stamp paper was the weekly Lone Star
State Philatelist. This appeared unin-
terruptedly for 77 issues. It was then
suspended for several months on account
of ill health, during which time the
‘““sub ’-list was filled by Mr. Lowry’s
paper, Zhe Zexan Philalelist. In Aug-
ust, 1896, the Lone .Star again appeared,
as a mouthly. In Septempter was ad-
ded, by purchase, Z%e Dixie Philatelist.

Mr. Bradley is a versatile writer for
the press, being business manager of
The People’s Forum, owned and edited
by his father.

He possesses a collection of about
4,000 varieties of better class stamps free
from Seebecks and like rubbish, as well
as another of entires.

He has held various offices in the dif-
ferent philatelic societies; was among the
organizers of the Anti-Seebeck Society
that blazed the way for the “ Four S’s.”’ s
was secretary-treasurer of the S. P, A,
and reorganized that society ; is Vice-
President of the Texas Association, algg
holding membership in 7 or 8 other
societies. But it is in Zke Lone Stqs
State Philatelist we come to appreciate
tl?e true merit of the man—one of the
pioneers of philately in the South and
West.

Ranking with the best monthlies of
our country, its success must be attrib-
uted to the earnest labors of a sincere
enthusiastic stamp-collector, anq the,
ability to understand and cater to the
needs of collectors. No trivial subjects
find reception in its columns—steriy,
philatelic articles — instructive to thg
seeker after philatelic lore, greet the
reader from month to month, and serve
to endear the Zowne Star to its lar .
constituency. .

Mr. Bradley is a regular contribyt
to our columns and his notes from tlor
Lone Star State have won for h -
laurels in the Old Dominion,

WM. A. MAC DONNELT,.

Another philatelist and writer requi
ing no introduction to stampdom iqjmr-
New York correspondent, Mr, \\'711; o
MacDonnell, whose monthly lett. A
replete with news and valuable ¢ ?r%,
ers’’, have proven not only intercl:sotl'm_
but instructive and beneficia] to Eg
collector who strives to keep al y p
the times. reastof

Mr. MacDonnell hag contributed pjg
notes to THE VIRGINIA PHILATE "
since its infancy. Representeq m N
he has never failed to supply

im neyw

LisT
o.1,
the cream
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of the news every month, and his valu-
able services are again enlisted for the
coming year. y

Wm. A. MacDonnell was born in New
York City, Nov. 1, 1875. He attended
the public and private schools of that
city, graduating with high honors at the
age of 16; excelling especially in free-
hand drawing, arithmetic and algebra.
His intention to enter College was frus-
trated by a trouble with his eyesight,
which compelled him to discontinue
studies of any kind. In 1891 he com-
menced collecting stamps, occupying
his many leisure hours in their study.
Thrice he sold his collection, but two
years ago began anew, devoting especial
attention to the stamps of Uruguay,
Paraguay and the Hawaiian Islands.
His excellent article on the Stamps of
Paraguay, appearing in this number, is
an evidence of /how he collects stamps,
and studies them.

Mr. MacDonnell is an extensive writ-
er, and contributes notes to many of the
leading philatelic publications.

He is a member of the P. S. of A., S.
P.A.,, D.P. A,, N. P. A,, C. P. S,, auc-
tion manager of S. of P.; and secretary-
treasurer of E. S. P. S., as well as mem-
ber No. 49 of the Virginia Philatelic
Association.

Mr. MacDonnell is a staunch friend of
THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST, and has
exerted every influence to raise it to its
present position. We feel under many
obligations to our faithful “ Lennod.”

IRVING E. PATTERSON.
The gentleman who contributes the
interesting notes to our columns from
‘““across the border’ is Mr. Irving E.
Pattersen, and, like Bradley and Mac
Donnell, is well known to philately.
Mr. Patterson was born in 1878 at
Wyandotte, Mich. He began collecting
in 1891 and later on became a dealer.
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Uninterrupted has been his devotion to
our science—U. S. and Canada being his
specialties.

He was one of the organizers of the
Michigan Philatelic Association in 1895,
holding the respousible offices of secre-
tary-treasurer and chairman of trustees
thereof. He was also a charter-member
of the L. A. P.,its first librarian and,
later omn, its secretary. Mr. Patterson,
among his many offices, filled that of
librarian of the Peninsula Philatelic Club
of Detroit, and is a member of all the
prominent societies.

In 1895 he removed to Guelph, Onta-
rio, resigning all offices he then held in
philatelic societies. :

Shortly after his arrival in Canada, he
was elected secretary-treasurer of the
D. P. A., and Canadian vice-president of
the L. A. P.

He succeeded in raising the D. P. A.
from a society of #2ree paid-up members
to its present strength and prominence.

Mr. Patterson was a candidate for
International secretary of the P. S. of
A., and but for the cumulative ballot
would have been elected by a large

majority. Mr. Green, a presidential
candidate, ‘winning by a cumulative
ballot.

In June, 1897, Mr. Patterson removed
to Detroit where he now resides, but he
keeps posted on Canadian stamp matters
as well as any man across the border.

Patterson is a prolific writer for the
philatelic press, and we are fortunate in
securing his services for the coming
year.

A careful student of stamps, his notes
are ever brimful of matter to interest the

collector.

ARCHIE G. GIBB, NEWFOUNDLAND.
From time to time philatelic articles
have appeared in our columns from the
pen of Mr. Archie G. Gibb, formerly of
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St. Johns, Newfoundland, now of Rox-
bury, Mass. Prominent among them
were the articles on the Newfoundland
Surcharges and West Indian Fake
Fiscals.

Mr. Gibb is an enthusiastic stamp col-
lector, studies his treasures and our
reader may Jook forward to some inter-
esting sketches from his pen during the
coming year.

Mr. Gibb is a native of Scotland. He
was born at Dollar on the ‘ clear-wind-
ing Devon >’ at the foot of the ** heather-
covered Ochils,”” and about 7 miles from
the historic field of Bannockburn. Re-
ceiving a thorough education at the
Academy of Dollar, he was afterwards
apprenticed to a dry-goods merchant.
In 1877 he sailed for Newfoundland. In
1886 he opened a large gents’ furnishing
and clothing house. When the great

fire took place,—July 1892, which
devastated about three-fourths of the

entire city of St. John's, Mr. Gibbs’
place of business was destroyed. Two
months later he located in Boston, Mass.,
engaging first in the dry-goods, then in
the music business. Amnother removal to
Newfoundland preceeded his final settling
in Boston, where he intends to remain,
permanently.

Mr. Gibb began collecting stamps as a
boy in Scotland, but sold out before
leaving school. There were many
stamps in the old collection he would
prize to-day. After years he began
anew—saving all the Newfoundlands
that came his way.—But alas,—these
treasures fell a prey to the great confla-
gration. Our Columbians reawakened
his interest in stamps and now his collec-
tion—though small, contains some 2,000
choice stamps.

Mr. Gibb is a Mason, being a member
of Loodge Tasker, No. 454—a versatile
writer, a musical genius and one of the
most interesting correspondents, his
letters sparkling with wit and congen-
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iality. A staunch friend of our maga-
zine, we are fortunate in enlisting his
pen in our cause.

OUR BOSTON CORRISPONDIENT,

We regret exceedingly our inability to
present the likeness and sketeh of'our
Boston correspondent, whose monthly
letters have containcd so much of inter-
est to our readers and who has kept us
posted throughout the vear on the prices
realized at the auction sales in Boston,
Our friend seems to have an unconquer-
able antipathy to facing a camery, still,
we may yet induce hiim to do so. Iy
the meantime his bright notes from *¢ (]
Hul') 7 wiil speak for his ability as o phil-
atelic writer.

WE ARE indebted to Mr. Geo. S, Dav-
enport, of Toronto, Ontario, for » speci-
men of the new one cent envelope of
Canada.

The stamp is printed in olive green :

the design is identical with the neyw 3(:.’
envelope with the exception of the
Queen’s head, which in this stamp is the
well-known youthful profile.
. How re.adily' a fair design may he spoilt
is shown in this series, in the placing of
the word ¢ Canada,” and why this k\ms
done we cannot understand, unless Can-
udz{ intends loaning the original (ie
(minus the word *‘Canada ) to some of
the other British Colonies.
is the road, ete.”

“ >
Economy

' Trr new Senf Catalogue for 159899
1s announced to be out of press.

()l'R:ul\'crtlscT's are offering, in thig
number, some of the best bargains that
ever appeared in our columns, and our
friends should not fail to avail them-
selves of these opportunities,
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BY JOHN PAALZOW.

All Publishers are requested to send one copy
direct to the Review Editor, at No. 1018 Park
Ave., Richmond, Va., U. S. A.

Our Review closes on August 25th.
The following publications have come to hand
during the past month :

Vor. No.
American Collector, New Oxford, Pa. 4. 6.
Boston Stamp Book, Boston, Mass. 4, 8.
Columbian Philatelist, New Oxford, Pa. 5. 3.
Eastern Philatelist, New Market, N. H. 2l. 6.

International Philatelist, St. Joseph, Mo. 8. 1.

Lone Star State Philatelist, Waco, Tex. 6. 6.
Metropolitan, New York, 9. 18-21
New York Philatelist, New York, P
Perforator, Federalsburg, Md., 2., G
Philatelic Bulletin, Salem, Mass., I, 1,
Philatelic Bulletin, Salem, Mass., 13 212y
Postal Card Bulletin, Springfield, Mass. 5. b
Weekly Philatelic Era, Portland, Me., 12, 4416
Youth’s Realm, Boston Mz 4. . &
Texan Phil atelist, Abilene, T 8. G
Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News,
Missouri, . 396-39)
Post Office, New York, 8. 89.
Herald ¥xchange, New York, G, G,
Pennsylvania Philatelist, Readizg, Pa., 14 3.
Frox CANaDA.
Montreal Philatelist, Montreal, Can. L. 4
Ontario Philatelist, St. Catharines, Ont. D |
Philatetic Advocate, Berlin, Ont. b, 2
Philatelic Messenger, Boiestown. N. B. 2. T
IFROM ABROAD.
Jornal Philatelico, St. Paulo, Brazil, 25 | s
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, Salis-
bury, England, 8:. 191,
Stamps, Rushden, England, % s
Senf's Ill.Bfmarken Journal, Leipzig Ger. 25. 14-15
Revue Postale, Geneva, Switzerland, LI

Monthly Advertiser, London, Eng., G3.

The American Collector has a very
good article entitled ‘“The Philatelic
Scarecrow,’’ giving a portrait of the col-
lector who is afraid to buy, to sell or to
exchange, for fear of getting the worst
of his bargain.  That such men exist in
every community is only too true, they
really do more harm to our hobby than

low prices and the large discounts from
catalogue prices.—In his ‘ Chats on Con-
federates *’ Mr. Corbaley speaks of the
issues of 1863.—He mentions the 10
cents blue with line between the stamps,
but does not mention that the 20 cents
green was similarly treated. Copies of
which are however exceedingly rare;
the writer having never seen more than
one specimen.

The Lone Star State Philatelist opens
with an article on Underpriced Medicine
stamps which we have seen copied in
other papers and which is certainly of
interest to those collectors, who include
Match and Medicines in their Revenues.
The author makes a very good plea, why
they should be more valuable.—Filled
with good reading from beginning to
end 7he Lone Star State Philatelist is
one of the most welcome of our visitors.

Zhe Lone Star State Philatelist for
August, Vol. VII, No. 1, chronicles and
illustrates the newly discovered Selma,
Ala., local issned by Wm. H. Eagan.
This stamp, sustained as it is by affidavits
of two children of the late Mr. Eagan, is
undoubtedly a genuine confederate local
and mnearly takes rank with the Emory
Va., recently discovered by Mr. N. P.
Strause of Henderson, N. C., and des-
cribed and illustrated in a recent number
of THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST. The
credit for the discovery of the Selma is
due Mr. R. S. Nelson of Birmingham,
Ala. The Zone Star State Philatelist
deserves credit for securing the absolute
evidence of the true nature of this pro-
visional Envelope which undoubtedly
shows that they were signed by Mr. Ea-
gan and stamped ‘‘ Paid 5’ and sold over
the country in that condition.

A new departure in stamp-dealing was
made by the J. W. Scott Co., in their
advertisement in the Jlelropolitan giv-
ing a list of 178 stamps naming a selling
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and buying price for each, limiting how-
ever the number of any onestamp which
they would purchase at the price named
to 200. This test of themarket was open
for two weeks only and resulted as can
be seen from this tabulated list:
Number of different stamps offered
Value of stamps offered

Total number of stamps sold

Number of different stamps sold
Value of stamps sold

Number of stamps bought

Number of different stamps bought .
Value of stamps bought 15.
Percentage between buying and seliing price 204
Cost of advertisement $40.00

The report then continues :

The above statement does not show all
the business that might have been done
as we had to return nearly one hundred
dollars because the stamps had been all
sold. Then again, we limited the buy-
ing to 200 specimens of any one stamp,
and of nineteen stamps we bought the
full limit and returned others. Many
stamps had to be returned as the speci-
mens sent were not up to the standard.
Several times it happened that after an
old stock was sold out, two letters would
come by same mail, one ordering the
stamp and the other supplying it. ~We
had more U. S. stamps offered than
foreign, perhaps because the time was
not sufficient for foreign dealers to com-
pete. Next time we prepare a list of
this sort more time will be allowed, so
that our foreign friends can reap some of
the benefits of this style of trading.
The list embraced 29 countries and sell-
ing prices ran from three cents to fifty
dollars with corresponding buying prices
of from two cents to fifty-five dollars. It
must be borne in mind that the selling
prices were in nearly every instance at
least 509 off catalogue; the buying
prices therefore naturally from 60to70%
off Catalogue, showing again that in
order to do business dealers have to go
away below catalogue at least in the low-
The average price

163.
$462.91.
2 346.

&46:

er priced stamps.

paid for those the Scott Co. bought was
about 1lc and of those sold by them
about 25¢, which average would indicate
that not many high priced stamps chang-
ed hands.—Then again if this experi-
ment was made to determine the relative
selling and buying demand it would
demonstrate that there were moresellers
than buyers, there being nearly 2000
stamps more bought than sold. For this
fact however, the scarcity of money may
account.

To review in the short space allotted
in a monthly magazine, four numbers of
such a journal as Mekeels Weekly Stamp
News is almost an impossibility for as
ever the pages of the zweek/y are filled
with information which every collector
should have and the very bestadvice the
writer can give to his fellow collectors is
to do as he has done for years, subscribe
to the JVeekly, the cost of subscription
being as nothing compared to the hene-
fits and information received from g
careful perusal of its well filled pages
every week.

In the August number of Z%e Lastern
Philatelist the publisher announces that
the paper has been sold to Mess. B. T,.
Drew & Co., of Boston, Mass., who will
hereafter conduct the paper upon im-
proved lines.  We are glad to see that
the ‘‘oldest stamp magazine in Amer-
ica’ will remain still in the Hting»?
even though it is moved to the  hul.»

The Philatelic Messenger, comin g
from its new home in Boiestown, N. B.-,
is still a little behind in its appearance,
it having gotten now as far as its June
number. However it promises to have
July and August follow in quick succes-
sion and then proposes to keep up with
the procession regularly.
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The August 20th number of the
Metropolitan contains the programme
for the thirteenth annual convention of
the American Philatelic Association,and
as far as the amusements laid down in it,
it was certainly an enjoyable affair.
During the session of the A. P. A., the
Metropolitan printed a daily record of
the proceedings entirely at its own ex-
pense and to make it entirely free it did
not even charge for advertisements in
the daily numbers.  Surely such zeal
should have been rewarded by electing
the Aletropolitan the official organ of the
A. P. A, This same number of August
20th contains a picture gallery of 15 well
known Philatelists with short Liographi-
cal sketches of same. One of these
makes us ask a question. The sketch
we refer, to is this:

“C. W. Kissinger, of Reading is
the irrepressible representative of the
younger element in the A. P. A, It
certainly is not his fault if any benighted
stamp collector has failed to hear of Clif-
ford Washington and the Zennsy, and
there are not many who failed to read of
his marriage, while future events will
doubtless be chronicled.”’—So far the
Metropolitan. The question we want to
ask is: Do coming events cast their
shadows before ?

The advice given by the Perforator in
its leading article on Philatelic Helps is
certainly one that should be heeded by a
great many collectors who imagine the
cost of subscription to one or more good
philatelic publications as an expense
which they cannot afford. How often
can a year's subscription be saved by
buying some of the many bargains
advertised by enterprising dealers. Then
again forgeries are told about and the
collector warned not to invest his money
in such worthless stuff. The story of a
Famous Southern Coin copied from the
New York 7ribune is interesting read-

35
ing. We only regret that we are not in
possession of one of the other three half
dollars of the Confederacy whose where-
abouts are unknown. Perhaps one of
these days some stamp collector will

"send us one to pay for his subscription

to THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

Senf’s Lllustrirtes Briefmarken Jour-
nal warns against again appearing forg-
eries of high value State Department
stamps.  The printing of them is genu-
ine, as they are manufactured out of
cardboard proofs.  The paper has been
moistened and then split down to be of
the required thickness and gummed and
perforated. Itisin the perforation that
one can first detect the forgeries, for the
genuine are perforated 12 while these
are only 11}. Then again the paper has
not the same feeling to the touch as the
genuine stamps, being more like woolen
cloth. If however, a doubt still remains,
and it might easily be so, another test
would show that one has only a proof,
and that is, to moisten the stamp. The
paper has remained like blotting paper
and lets the moisture through at once.

The record of new issues shows among
others pictures of the two very handsome
stamps issued by the Falkland Islands of
the value of 2sh 6d and 5sh respectively.
Used specimens of these two stamps
may be expected to rank among the
rarities.

Niger Coast has also added to herissue
stamps of the value of 6d, 2sh 6d, and
10sh, similar in design to those of the
last emission.

Senf’s, the standard German Catalogue
for 1898 has just been issued, and in it a
step in the right direction has been
taken, viz : a reduction in the prices of
over 8000 stamps. If our own Catalogue
makers will follow in the footsteps of
the Germans, we may hope in the future
to hear less of discounts of 60 and 75¢ .
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A Dealers’ Special or Midsummer Trade
Boomer is what the /Philatelic Bulletin
calls its July number, and it should not
belie its name for some of the ads in it
do certainly offer bargains and ought to
boom trade. The Mistake of Publishers
is well written and points out some of
the rocks upon which so many stamp
papers have stranded. Counsolidated
with the Bulletin is now the California
Stamp, which has been purchased by the
Bulletin, the owner of the California
Stamp having heeded his country’s call
and gone to Manila. No doubt he is
now specializing that country and study-
ing the numberless surcharges.

Imperial Penny Postage is the first
theme of Stamps for July. We can
only devoutly wish that such a move-
ment may be speedily inaugurated be-
tween Great Britain and her colonies
(except Australia) and if found success-
ful there, that it may be extended to the
Universal Postal Union, for it would then
do away with the so-called necessity to
issue postage stamps of as high a value
as $5.00.

Fashion in stamps is treated in a very
exhaustive manner, and the collectors
advised to improve their collections in
those countries which are at present un-
fashionable and therefore not unneces-
sarily inflated in price.

Stamps is an interesting paper to read
and is well worth its subscription price
to any collector.

The Montreal Philatelist leads off
with a discussion of the so-called two
cent Navy Error and makes out a very
good case that it should really be called
a State Error. It claims that the set of
two cent State plates were mislaid and
as two cent State stamps were needed,
the two cent Navy plates were used, the
stamps however being printed in the
color of the State set.

In the meantime

the two cent State plates had been found
and a new supply printed from them, so
those printed in green from the Navy
plate were destroyed except a fewsheets
saved as a curiosity and these are the

. genuine error now in existance.

Mr. Bach announces in this number
that he has changed his printers and the
improved look of the magazine shows
that he made a good selection. We are
satisfied that continuing to improve as
the Alontreal Philatelist has, from its
first number to date, Mr. Bach’s claim to
having the des/ stamp paper in Canada
will be fully sustained. The German
part of the magazine is quite a feature
and should gain him many subscribers
on the other side of the ‘ frog-pond.”’

If one reads the figures given in the
Revue Postale of the numbers issued and
actually sold of the 'first issue of
Moldavia one can easily understand that
they are rarities of the first order. In
all there were only 24,000 of the four
values printed, distributed as follows :

of the 27 paras 6,000.

e 54« 10,000.
- 81 « 2,000.
108 ¢ 6,000.

24,000.

The stamps were only in use threeand
a half months when supplanted by a new

series and when withdrawn there re-
mained in the P. O. unsold :
of the 27 paras 2,325,
o 54 ¢ 5,244,
gl 1,307.
108 3,432,

which shows that of the rarest of them,
the 81 paras, only 693 were sold. How
many of them were saved and how many
destroyed?  Itishard to tell, but the
number seems to be exceedingly small,
and it is no wonder that specimens are
valued at from $600 to $700.
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The Philatelic Journal of Great
Britain contains a full report of the
International Philatelic Exhibition held
at Utrecht. In reading the description
of the different exhibits one cannot help
but be impressed with the idea of what
a wide field most countries show for the
specialist. We see mentioned among
others an exhibitof the stamps of Buenos
Ayres comprising over 600 specimens
and being valued at 20,000 florins.  The
Catalogue quotes 23 numbers, but those
of course do not include all the minor
varieties, in which the specialist delights.

Very interesting to read is a transla-
tion of the first ordinance of Louis XI.,
King of France, establishing the Post-
offices in France. This edict bears date
of 19 June, 1464. It is too sad to think
what the French missed in 1864 in not
issuing a commemorative series.

Under the head of Forgeries it calls at-
tention to the 1867 issue 6c stamp of
Virgin Islands. The best point for the
detection is the irregular perforation of
the forgeries, whereas the originals are
perforated regularly 12 or 15.

The Australian Philalelist for July
25th, Vol. IV, No. 12, clips from the
Brisbane Courier, an account of an Aus-
tralian Postmaster’s Stamp issued at
Bowen by a Mr. Day, its postmaster.
This stamp was issued provisionally
pending the arrival by steamer of a fresh
supply and was made of small squares of
paper with the Postmaster’s name written
across them. However, not one of these
stamps has ever been seen. The issueis
supposed to have been in the sixties.
Several pages of this magazine are de-
voted to the 2d. and 3d. N. S. W., imper-
forated diadem frauds and the announce-
ment is made that Mr. Fred Hazen has
disposed of his interests in the periodi-
cal to Mr. Oscar Schulze, of 113 Pitt St.,
Sydney, N. 5. W.

In 7he Columnbian Philatelist the lead-
ing article treats of ‘“ Curiosities in U.
S. Revenues and other items’ which
sets forth many minor varieties in color,
etc., of the first issue of U. S. Revenues,
perforated, and will well repay careful
reading and subsequent looking over
duplicates to see if any of the varieties
are to be found there. U. S. Revenues
are certainly very pretty stamps and it
is a wonder why so many collectors
exclude them from the pages of their
albums.

The Philatelic Bulletin has as a lead-
ing article in its August number a very
interesting and concise historical sketch
of the Hawaiian Islands, recently annex-
ed to the United States. Such articles
as these are not at all foreign to phila-
tely, inasmuch "as they greatly assist a
collector in the study of his stamps and
shed much light on their raison d’ etre,
besides affording an instructive yet
pleasing diversion. It is to be hoped
that their frequent publication will be
encouraged.

The Ontario Fhilatelist has in its
Hamilton Notes a warning from Mr.
Marris against a party in Italy, viz., E.
Oneglia, Piazza bittoria Emanuele No.
14 Torino. It seems that in a registered
letter received by Mr. M. from the
Italian was a consignment of stamps for
exchange for Canadian stamps. When
examined it turned out thatall the stamps
sent were counterfeits, and to save other
collectors from being duped by similar
stuff a list of those sent is given :

Cape of Good Hope, Type Al. 1p rose.

« o “  4p blue.

United States, 90 cents blue.

Jonian Islands, Type Al. orange.

Spain, Type Al3. brown and rose.

Brazil, Type Al. 90r. black.

“ ¢« A2 30r.
R «“ A3.90r.



Special Notice!

O

If you make a speualt\ of CLEAN, WELL-
CENTERED stamps (LIGHTLY CANCELLED
when used), remember that in this condition
dealers fixtheir prices accordingly, cat. value or
present high discounts uot\\)thst'mqu At
present I can supply many U. S. and Foreign at
the liberal discount of 40%, such as: 1, 10, 15 and
30c Navy; 7,24 and 90c 11@’15\11\ l 7 and 10c
State ; 12 and 90c Post Office ; 1 and 12¢ Justice, in
ABO\ E MENTIONED L()\I)III() N. To any
collector who is not so fastidious regarding con-
dition, I will sell the rare 9c Newspaper, cata-
logued at $15.00, for the low price of $£3.50, also
the 22.00 1804 issue NO WATERMARK, UN-
USED for §2.15.

Remember I am ready any day of the week to
buy, sell and exchange all kinds of stamps.
Write me if you want to sell your M. & M. Al-
ways pleased to make new acquaintances.

I PROTISE HONEST DEALING.

I have stamps to BURN, but as I don't like the
smell of smoke, I SELI, them CHEAPLY in-
stead. Write me

WENDERLIN WEBER,
Buffalo,

P. S. of A. No. 881.

782 Eagle-st., New York.

A.P. A, No. 412,

OMAHAS!

WE ARE PAYING LIBERAL CASH
PRICES FOR USED OMAHA STAMPS
IN ANY QUANTITY. SMALL LOTS
ACCEPTED.

TROJAN STAMP CO,
TROY, OHIO.

Reference, First National Bank.

Ca;‘l You Read English?

THE STAMP COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK is
for you. You don’t know as much about the
technical terms used in Philately as you would
like to know. This little pamphlet is just the
thing to help vou out. Price, paper 25c; cloth,
H50c. C. W.KISSINGER, I8 north Eleventh street,
Reas ulm" Pa.

Our readers will confer a favor by
mentioning The Virginia Philatelist when
writing to our advertisers,

Dou don’t find these
in every collection.

1e\umn 2ud 1~~ue
3rd
1878, Hc black, silk p..
12¢ post office dep. o. g. fine
Baden, 1861, 6kr unused, o. g....
mlndos 1S74-7 P.
British (;m.m'l l-‘s )-01,
Brunswick, 1 2
Canada, XS()\ ].2,‘ .c "blue
Ceylon, lxm, Ir 12
Gold LO'\s[ 1889, l(L
Hawaiian Isl:\uds l\'ll bl
off center L,hL’l]) at.
\e“foun(lhn(l 1866, 10c.

“ 0

Y6ic unused

fine o. g
green..
9y CC s

Nova Scotia, 1860-6G4
Holstein, 1861-65, 14¢
Tobago lh,‘)h()
s Islands, 1881, dp fi
U. 8. 1862-66, 24c vertical pa 5 )
Ouly one 'of each for sale. If y wa nl any
send a postal card first, 1( not sold I will nouf\
vou, and your money back if you want it.

S. E. MEDFORD,
435 North 4lst Street,
Phlladelphla, 1=

Pennsylvania.

Tewfoundland Blocks.

No. 52. No. 66
, Block of 4...% 15 Block of 4...% 35
l 54. 70.
" Block of 4... 10 Block of 4... 20
64. 71.
Block of 4... 30 Block of 4... 25

ALL O. G.

72 Block of 1 on 3
Block of 4...% 18 every possible
combination.
73
Block of 4... 22
Postage extra
74- on orders under
Block of 4... 25 25¢.
A.G GIBB,

06 Day-st., Roxbury, Mass.



Can’'t = B¢ = PBeaf.

Wlick’s Famous Stamp MPackets.
I) \m C'ux Re\' L8 10

25 20
30 “ « 30
10 « e <0
20 Canada post, inc Beaver . 15
10 Foreign post cards.. 15

35 var. U. S. post... 2
50 ¢ man) rare.. 40
6 ‘“ U.S. War stmup 05

12 ¢ Cuba
l()00 Perfect

25 Fine Approval ¢ 10
l(; var. 50 :md Central An erica. 10

. 20
)’uhxll_e 5ets ¢ 10 B0 cessrrrersrenreses 00

New Brunsw 1ck Law Stamps complete
British Columbia o

50 var. Foreign stamps. 05

good...... 10
100 *“ very fine 15
200" ussasesesse 40

Postage on all orders 3¢ extra. Canada last two
issues asst. 1, per 100). Good Agents
Wanted. ¥ inest npplo\ al books at 504. Wick’s
new price list, cheapest in America, FREE. I
sell the finest ’Jc 50¢ and $1.00 albums in Ameri-

ca. Write for p'umcuhr'; Old rare Can. stamps

in stock. Write for prices. ILarge stock of Can.
Rev. Sent on approval. Foreign Kxchange de-
sired.

A. F. WICKS,

372 Horton Street, London, Can.

THighest Prices Paid
Jor ®maba Stamps.

ST —=—~

le. 15 per 100
2¢i 04 £
de 90 5
5c 00 S
Sc 00 7
10c 00 &
50c.. 00 “
$1.00 00 “
2.00 00 b

ALL STAMPS TO BE IN FINE CON-
DITION.

Scott Stamp & Coin Co

——Limited—

18 East 23d St., New York City.

DEALERS
ATTENTION !

We call your attention to the following
combination advertising rates just enter-
ed into by Z%e Montreai Phileatelist and
THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST. Yourads.
will be published in both papers at the
rates quoted below—that is, in two lead-
ing papers at a cost only slightly in ad-
vance of one.

HERE THEY ARE.

1 mo. 3mos. 6mos. 1year
70 §160 $300 8 00
35 3 00 500 900
2 00 5 00 900 1500
4 00 9 00 16 00 30 00
7 00 16 00 30 00 50 00

Linch ...
1 inches.
15 column
1 column..
1 page......

These combination rates are available only in
the event that cash in full payment accompanies
copy. This is iron clad.

ADDRESS,

THE VIRGINIA PILATELIG PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Frankin Stearns, Jr., Sec-Treas.,
P. O. Box 6, RICHMOND, VA, U. S. A.

VIRCINIA FARMS °%sace

No. 1. In King William Co., Va. 4 miles from
railway. Navigable river !; mile from house,
with 9 feet draft. Three and a half hours drive
from Richmond,Va. 2500 acres sandyjloam land
about 1800 acres Icleared, \rest original growth
timber. Artesian well at house. Fxtensive
marl beds underlie whole farm.

No. 2. In Nattoway Co., Va. 997 acres, 4 miles
from railway. Adapted to cereals, grasses and
especialiy toh'zccn Fine brick mansion.

No. 3. In Louisa Co., Va. 6 miles from C. & O.
R. R. 1780 acres, excellent wheat and tobacco
land. Good timber.

No.4. In Fluvanna Co., Va. C. & O. R.R.
runs through farm, depot at barn and Stearns
post office 100 V\rd~ from house, a magnificent
14 room brick mansion. Farm contains 1187
acres, of which 233 acres are celebrated James
River low grounds. View from house magnifi-
cent. Abnncht original growth timber. Fiue
mmu grass, tobacco and stock farm.

No. :\(IJOllllHL, the above, 456 acres best upland
in 111u\ anna Co., Va. L\pleudxd crops of cereals,
grasses and tolmcgo

No. 6. Smaller farms for sale in other parts of
the State.

All of these plantations are amply supplied
with fresh running water, school, church, post
office and railroad facilities and are being culti-
vated by the owners. Prices reasonable and
terms satisfactory. No lands exchanged. For
particulars address the owners

FRANKLIN STEARNS, and
FRANKLIN STEARNS, Jr.,
P. O. Box 6,

RICHMOND, VA., U. S. A.

13 N. 11th Street,



$20.00 for $i.50.

A PACKET OF 1000 MIXED STAMPS
(NO CONTINENTALS) WHOSE CAT-
ALOGUE VALUE IS OVER
$20.00, FOR ONLY $1.£0.

If you have bought one packet send
for another. It will be different from
the first. Your momney back if you want
it.

Hampden Stamp Co.,

GRANDBY, MASSACHUSETTS.

\Ve givea copy of
DERLAM S INTERNATIONAL
Philatelic = Collectors = Directory,
Containing over 9500 address of
ACTIVE COLLECTORS
As advertised in this magazine and
A Year's Subscription to the
VIRGINIA PHILATELIST
FOR ONLY
$1.00 ONE DOLLAR $1.00

The publisher’s price for this directory alone,
which we haveexamined and found asadvertised,
is 81, so send to us and get both it and this maga-
zine for one year for the price of one. Remit in
currency, unused 2c¢ stamps or by P. O. order.
Registration 8c extra.

THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIC PUB., CO.,
P. O. Box 6, RICHMOND, \'A

10¢c—10c-10c—10c¢ -10c-10c— 1()(: ]Oc

The Texan Phl atell
One year on trial for TEN C /B llns offer
not good after January Ist. Sample copy free.
1f you mention the Virginia Philatelist we will
allow you free use of C\Lh(ln"t column one year.
Address the publication at Abilene, Texas.
Subscription with Virginia Philatelist 25 cents.

10c— 1()c 10c~100~—]0c 1()L 10c— l()c

It’ sStrlctly Up-to-date « It’sNeverLate

THE NEW YORK PHILATELIST.

Published on the 15th of each month.

Subscription 25¢ per Year. Sample Copy
Unexcelled Advertising Medium.

The New York Philatelist,
106 ¥ast 111th Street NEW YORK CITY.

"WE BUY
STANPS

And old Collections for Cash.
What can you offer us?

STANDARD STAMP Co.

ST LOUIS, MO,

Free

4 NICHOLSON PLACE,

Special IHotlce ~%e

TO DEALERS

I am desirous of completing my special collec-
tion of the stamps of Uruguay, ]’.ll.l"ll"l\ and the
Hawaiian Islands. I will pay cash for any I can

use, but prices must be rock-bottom. Will also
take mixed wholesale lots.
TO COLLECTORS.

I desire exchange with collectors possessing

stamps of Uruguay, Paraguay and Hawaiian

Islands. I can offer good U. S. and British Colo-
nies in exchange.
Wn. A. M'DONNELI,

NEW YORK CITY.

1646 Madison-ave.,

J. H. HOUSTON,
205 Penn Ave., N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Department stamps in sets or singly as wished.
Packets of 100 stamps at §1 a packet. Envelopes
1853 to 1898 cut square. Special rates for entire
envelopes. Revenues 1860 to 1803,  U. S. 1851 to
1898 including War, Treas., P. O. and Int. Depts.
Foreign stamps of “1L \\ml(l Speciel rates for
Periodical sets 1879 lc to §60, 1875 1c to $100. I.0-
cal U. 8. and Confederate st.lmps_ Autographs
and Historical relics bought, sold and exchanged.
Wanted, Confederate stamps in large or small
quantities for cash or exchange.

CHEAP, DESIRABLE SETS.
Tabuan 1801, 7 var. complete...
Bolivia 1804, 7 var. complete.
Honduras 1800-93, 12 var..
Bulgaria 188, 8 var. comy
Bosnia ISTY, 9 var. i
Austria 1800- 91, 11 var.
Belgium, ]’;n‘cul Post, 6
Italy,Victor Enamuel 13 *

“ off. surcharge, S £ o8
Queensland, 1882-94, 8 -
Ronnmum 1891 (.OIII])IL(L 4

805, 5
Tunis, 1-40c, 7 var
rvia, 1.\.\'1, g =
sermany,
lgaria, unp ml 3 var

# Means ||n|1~u| I pay
order. Send reference for
good stamps.

HERBERT F. ROLLINS,
217 Park Place, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

THIS IS FOR ¥OU !

"{I@i..
approv al sclutmn of

Are vou amember of the P. S. of A.—the largest
Society of \uum: collectors in the world ? If not,
cend vour name (o the Secretarv, and get an ap-
plication blank and a copy of the Official Organ.

. W. KISSINGER, Sec’y,

18 N. l:]c\(-nlh =L, READING, PA.



CHEAPER THAN SALT

U. S. Revs., Perf. Cat.
lc Telegraph .. $ .20
2c Playing L'ud “blue.
2¢ Playing Card, orange .
3¢ Telegraph...
de l’ropriclnr}
He Proprietary
He Playing Carc
tic Inhmd K

15

.\I_\ 1’1 ice
.08

H0c Mortgage...

$1 Power of A
1L lfe Insurance
1P, w..

IN71-5 IL I’lO])l 1cl'u

2¢ Head of Liberty, Rouletted

Stamps on approval at 60¢ dis.

WALLER C. HARDY,

T Desire Exchange

in

I Have Better Class Confeds—on and off cov-
er—also Baltimcre carrier 1851 ‘‘one sent’’
(Scott’'s No. S04), as well as a great variely of
foreign, to exchange.

I Want Well centered copy of 1869 90c ; 1855-
60, 12¢, 24c¢, 30c; 1861 90c¢ ; 1862 15c; as well ‘as all
better class Loppex plate British Cols.

Write, stating what vou have and what vou
want, enclosing stamp for reply.

AUG. DIETZ, gd. va. phil.,

9oo W. Clay, Sta. A,
RICHMOND VIRGINIA.

.06
.20

00
Refs. |equuecl

Sarlgm, Va.

Cash

We want to buy stamps and col-
lections and

For

Desirable stamps are willing (o
pay liberal prices. Send on your

Stamps

At once, good Foreign or U. S,
The cash is readyv.

TROJAN STAMP CO.,
TROY, OH:O.

REFERENCE: First National Bank.

If you want to make

MONEY

BUY YOUR STAMPS FROM

CARION

P. 0. Box 2457, SAN FRANCISCO,

; | 542 John Street,

The increased demand for Foreign Stamps proves
the fact that the

HERALD EXCHANGE
with its great foreign counections is at the front.
Only German-American Ad-Medium in the World
uperb Monthly. For ad rates etc., address
ubscription 25c. ?M Tausig, 9 L 108th-st.
ample copy free. @New York, - QUL
The Herald Kxch. and Va. Phil. ()ue \eqr 50 o S
Write TAUSIG for cir. Am. Souv. Card Society.

Filatelic Facts and Fallacnes
Representative Stamp Journal of the Coast. Often
Quoted—Always Original. Now in the
Sixth Year of its Publication.

SUBSCRIPTION 25C A YEAR.
Sample Copy and 50-Page Price-List Free.

W. Sellschopp & Co.,

108 Stockton Street,

San Francisco, Cal.

A BOON TO PHlLATELlSTS.

International Philatelic Collectors Directory
contains over 9500 addresses of active collectors
in all parts of the world. America, Europe, Asia,
Africa and Australia. Many addresses have
notes added mentioning the specialties collected
and the language in which correspondence is an-
swered.

List of abbreviations in English, German and
French. FEvery Collector and Dealer should have

a copy-
Price $1.00 post free. Registered Sc extra.
Payment in money order, or unused 2c¢ U. S.
postage stamps, full gum. |29

A. C. DERLATI,

621c Bramhall-ave., Jersey City, N. J., U. S. A.
PLATE NUMBERS
1 and 2c I. R. STAMPS.
Good assortment at 10c per strip.
1Y% c purple, 4c each.
Postage extra on orders under 30c.

L. K. ANDERSON.
The Merchants & Farmers Bank.,
| SPARTANBURG, S.

\POSTHL (A OIS~

Soudan, 3 var.
Javan, 1808, 4 =
Philippin
Orange F

3, Votls, 14
Post p.n(l with Omaha Stamps.

A LOHIMEYER,
922 N. Gilmor Street, BALTIMORE, Ib.

1898 CANADAS 1808

Four Mapls Leaves issue postage stamps on part

enveloge %, 1, ¢ ., 6 and Sc,

FIVE CENTS EACH.

Canada Stamp Company,

QUEBIC, CANADA,



GEORGE M. WEST,
Bookseller,Stationer, Engraver, Printer,

and Binder.
STAMP AND KODAC ALBUMS,
834 E. lain St.. Richmond, Va.

BRITISH - WEST - INDIES'
Any current issues, unused, sup-
plied c/keap. St. Vincentat face
value \VRIIP M1 FOR PRICES,

W. C. PROU DFOOT,
Box 11, ngstown Sl Vmcent Br. W Iud1es.

TRANS-MISSISSIPPT STAMPS.

For only 6ibe, or its equivalent in unused stamps
of any country, I will send, prepaid and regi:
ed with Trans- \II\\F\!U})] stamps, Ic to 10c values,
20 different U. S. entires, postal cards and stamp-
ed envelopes.

JOHN PAALZOW,
1018 Park-ave., RICHMOND, VA., . 8. A.

ceetcccteTTLILReD
609% Discount

+ON HIGH GRADE STAMPS} o
by our new plan for collectors. Or we
will give fine exchange for your dupli- o

VR

' cates. SEND FOR ClRL‘I'l..\RH.

‘ Northwestern Stamp Co., Freeport, Il1.
[V V. 2 6 % 222322252 %2 %% 2
Now Is Your Chance

To get good stamps on approval at 50 to 604

discount off list prices by sending good reference.
I want to buy stamps, what can vou offer.

S. E. MEDFORD,

135 North 41st-st., PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Never éefore

Has a Publication like

iPhilatelic TQest

been offered at 1oc per year.
Sample Copy Free.

BOX 116, SUPERIOR, NEBR.

0% STATIPS 60%
ON APPROVAL

GOOD REFERENCE REQUIRED.

SALEM
W. C. HARDY,

" VIRGINTA.

Murphy's Hotel,
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.

Most centrally located for business, sightsecing
and pleasure.

JOHN MURPHY,

PROPRIETOR.

NEW SOUTH WALES JUBILEE STANPS!

+4- As well as all Australasian Stamps -4
-4- offered in exchange for old U. S. and -+
4 Confederates. Common and torn -e-
- stamps respectfully declined. -+
J. G. GRIFFIN, 350 George St., Equitable Bldg,
Sydney, N. S. W., Australia.
Re(u’encc : Editor THEE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST.

DON’T READ THIS!

. Write your name and address on a pos-
Jfree i

tal card and send it to E Parker,
Beaver Dam, Wis., and it will be inserted free of
charge in llu: International Stamp collectors Di-
rectory. I BUY STAMPS FOR CASH OR EX-
CHANGE. Send me yvour duplicates.

E. E. PARKER, Bzaver Dam, Wis.

DE:|G~?F§EST§ZM)'MALAZT§€G'V Eresl

EDITOR DESIGNER
THEVIRGINIA ﬁ‘ E‘ﬁ%\’fg
PHILATELIST i RicasoNbii

The Virginia Philatelist,

THE HANDSOMEST MAGAZINE

IN AMERICA,

Together with any of the following Magazines for
one vear, for the price opposite its name :
Lone Star State Phil. 25¢  Montreal Phil. 30c

Y. Philatelist 30¢  rerforator ) RIS
Herald Exchange 20¢  Texan Philatelist  25¢

«« Stamps,’”” England, 64c.

GRAND CONBINATION OFFERS!

VIRGINIA PHILATELIST
One Year with eithet

The

THE

The Columbian Philatelist, American Collec-

tor, or ‘I'he Rocky Mountain Stamp, 28¢.
THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and either two, Sic
TaE VIRGINIA PHILaTELIST and all three, He
THE VIRGINIA PHILATELIST and Scott's H8th

Catalegue, or i when out, post-paid, 6lc.

FRANKLIN STEARMNS, JR., Bus, Mgr.,

13 N. Eleventh-st., I'. O. Box i, Richmond, V'a
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Flovanced G:ol[ectms E

fe g I desire exchange of duplicates with advanced collectors. ’f;

:’% Though a general collector, I make a specialty of 2

: Confederate States Locals on Original Covers, !

} and frequently have fine stamps of this kind on hand.

Correspondence solicitel from all responsible collectors.

% Where exchange cannot be effected I am prepared to purchase for
cash specimens needed in my collection.

LEAF TOBACCO COMMISSION MERCHANT,
HENDERSON, N. C., U. S. A.
References:—Va. Phil. Pub. Co., and H2nderson, N. C. Banks.
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1 REMOVAL NOTICE.

{3

e
M‘ M

Our Paris Office has removed to 29 rue Legendre and offers to supply
the current stamps of French Colonies, unused, at the following prices which
are cheaper than those of any wholesale dealer.

DI W

& i*‘"J uan 11"‘10-%’“"7[1 There are 13 stamps for each colony
enin vory Coas : ™ 7i At 2 4 3
i Vieuoisiiniez Madagascar llerel_n named. The \dlu_e's are 1, 2, ‘}. d,
¥ E cnch Congo Martingue 1), 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 75¢, 1fr. They
o nch Guiana Mayotte i will be supplied at

Frd ‘nch Guiy New Caledonia

‘rench Indic Nossi Be

French Oceanica Reunion ‘ EN I S

French Soudan St. Marie Madagascar

Great Comoro St. Pierre Miquelon PER COMPLETE SET OF 13 STAMPS

Guadeloupe Senegal
Add 10 cents for postage and registration to your order which must in

ALL CASES, be sent prepaid by P. O. Money Order or Bank Notes to

GCEORCE CARION,

:..p;'krv"
R T Ohe

§

e
IR RTIA)

A

£

1 290 RUE LEGENDRE, PARIS.
1 N. B.—To accomodate our American trade prepaid orders will be filled
i without extra charges by our

£ MR. GEORGE CARION, P. 0. Box 2457, SanFrancisco.

t A3 ) f
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§9 Fnnouncement ! &

Good Foreign at 75% Discount.

Comprising class of stamps usually
sold at 50% discount.

A1. Foreign, at 509, Dlscount

Embracing such stamps as DBritish
Colonials and other first class foreign.
i

U. S. and Departments.

60% Discount.
U. S. Revenues.
66 2-3% Discount.

Mexicans.
80% Discount.

Until further notice we will sell stamps on APPROVAL at above
LIBERAL DISCOUNTS.

No cash deposit required ; but parties unknown to us are kindly
requested to send us reference. Order at once. Satisfaction Guar-
anteed. Address,




