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BRILEF HISTORY OF EARLY QUAKERS IN EASTERN VIRGINIA
By Anthony Lowe

Although George Fox. the founder of Quakerism traveled in eastern Virginia in 1672, the
history of the religious movement in eastern Virginia actually began several years before his
visit. A number of Quaker missionaries had already passed through the area, beginning with
Elizabeth Harris in 1656. Letters from Quakers in England indicate that Elizabeth Harris of
London visited in Isle of Wight. Nansemond, and Norfolk counties in 1656 spreading the Quaker
message of each individual’s immediate access to God without a minister or any kind of
ceremony or ritual. This new understanding of Christianity was well received in Virginia. When
Elizabeth Harris returned to England in 1657, she reported a number of converts in Virginia.
Among these was sixteen year-old Margaret Brashere, the future wife of Thomas Jordan of
Chuckatuck. Elizabeth Harris also reported that the Governor of Virginia was very open to her

message as well.

This governor was Richard Bennett (1609-1675) who had been elected to that office by the
House of Burgesses on April 30, 1652. Normally governors in Virginia were not elected, but
appointed by the king. In 1649, after years of struggle between the Roundheads and Cavaliers,
King Charles was dethroned and Oliver Cromwell and the Puritans came to power in England.
For the brief period of time that Cromwell’s government lasted, Virginians were allowed to
select their own governor. Born in Somerset, England, Bennett had come to Virginia a Puritan
supporter of Cromwell. He married Mary Ann Utie in Isle of Wight County in 1641. Bennett
served three terms as governor of Virginia, and unlike the New England Puritans, was very
kindly disposed toward the Quakers and allowed them freedom to worship in their own way
which helped the group to get established in Virginia. Bennett’s son Richard Jr. became a
Quaker and later moved to Maryland when Quakers began to be severely persecuted in Virginia

under the royal governors.

Early Quakers were persecuted not only because their beliefs and practices were contrary to
the established religion of England, but also because those beliefs called for radical changes in
social behavior and institutions as well. In addition to the idea that God spoke to and through
everyone and not just clergy, Quakers also held a distinct group of social testimonies that later
generations nicknamed “spice” based on the acrostic their first letters created:

1. Simplicity. This was primarily expressed in worship where Quakers gathered in silence
without preaching or music and “waited on the Lord” for a message. Because they understood
true religion to be an inward experience, they rejected all outward rituals and ceremonies such as
baptism and physical communion.

2. Peace. George Fox wrote in his journal that he lived in the spirit that took away “the
occasion for all wars.” Complete pacifists, Quakers were forbidden to serve in the military or
take up arms against anyone.

3. Integrity. Quakers literally accepted the admonition from the book of James not to swear by
anything, but to let their “yes mean yes and their no mean no.”

4. Community. Quakers believed that salvation was worked out by living together in a holy
community of which Christ was the head. Since God’s will was not divided. all decisions were
made by consensus rather than voting. Eventually the faith and practice of Friends became a
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Quakerism had also taken root along the Elizabeth River in Norfolk County. Records of
meetings being broken up and individuals fined go back to 1660 in that area as well. In 1663,
John Hill. sheriff of Norfolk County raided a meeting on the Western Branch of the Elizabeth
River at the home of Richard Russell and summoned all parties found there to court. Shortly
thereafter, the sheriff reported that John Porter, a member of the House of Burgesses representing
Norfolk County was “loving to the Quakers and attended their meetings.” Porter admitted that
he was loving toward the Quakers but denied having ever attended one of their meetings. In
keeping with Quaker beliefs, however, he refused to take the oath of allegiance and was expelled
from the House of Burgesses on September 12, 1663.

In November. the sheriff once again found a Quaker meeting being held in the home of
Richard Russell. Twenty-two persons were summoned to court and fined. Among those present
were John Porter Jr.. Mrs Porter. Thomas Hollowell and his wife Alice, Richard Russell.
Mirhartt Mason, Mrs. Forby. Richard Yates, Mrs. Mary Emperor, Ann Bodby, Robert Spring,
Mrs. Joseph Johnson, and John Porter Sr.  When they appeared in court, all were fined 200
pounds of tobacco except for John Porter Jr. and Mrs. Mary Emperor who were fined 500 pounds
because it was their second offense, having also been present at the earlier meeting at Russell’s
home. Richard Russell was fined 5.000 pounds of tobacco for allowing his home to be used for a

Quaker meeling.

On the 22nd of November. 1663 Sheriff Hill found a Quaker meeting being held on the ship
Blissing at anchor in the Elizabeth River. John Porter Jr. who was speaking at the meeting was
summoned along with James Gilbert the master of the ship, Mrs. Mary Emperor and James
Sammonds and his wife. The same day they appeared in court, December 15, another meeting
was broken up at Mary Emperor’s house where John Porter Jr. was once again the speaker.
Because it was their third offense, Mary Emperor and John Porter Jr. were ordered to be expelled
from the colony. The sentence was never carried out, but most of the Quakers in Norfolk
County seem to have moved a little further inland and joined with Friends along the backwaters
of the Nansemond River. There are only two references to Quakers in the Norfolk county court

records after 1663

Although severely persecuted, Quakers in Virginia held on. The movement was almost
destroyed in 1663, but the damage came from within. A Quaker minister named John Perrott
visited Virginia in 1663 with a message contrary to what Friends had heard previously from
George Fox and others. As a part of their testimony on equality, Friends had refused to remove
their hats as a sign of honor to dignitaries and the nobility. The one exception was for prayer.
Quaker men always removed their hats as a sign of reverence when praying. John Perrott came
to Virginia teaching that Friends should not remove their hats while praying. Of more lasting
consequence was his teaching that having a set time and place for Quaker meetings was wrong
since all gatherings should be based on the leading of the Spirit.

Edward Perkins in a 1678 letter describing the situation said that Perrott “preached up a
liberty which tended to the shunning of the Cross.” Several influential Friends in Virginia were
led astray by Perrott’s preaching, among them Thomas Jordan, William Yarrett, Edmund Belson.
and Edward Perkins himself. Enough damage was done that when Quaker minister John
Burnyeat visited Virginia in 1665, he said Friends there had “quite forsaken their meetings.”
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Thomas Jordan’s house at Chuckatuck in 1678

Flizabeth Outland’s house in Nansemond 1679

Thomas and Alice Hollowell’s house Elizabeth River 1680
John Copeland’s house Chuckatuck - 1682

William Sander’s house Nansemond 1683

Robert Jordan’s house Nansemond 1693

l.eavin Buskin’s house Southern Branch 1683

Elizabeth Belson’s house in Nansemond - 1682

During this period Chuckatuck remained the most prominent Quaker meeting in Virginia, and
it was there that Friends first got into trouble with the government because of their Peace
Testimony. When Sir William Berkley the opponent of Nathaniel Bacon was governor, he
sought to raise a militia and notified the Chuckatuck Meeting that all males 16 and over would
be required to serve. The Meeting sent a letter to the governor explaining that their religious
convictions would not allow them to participate in the militia. Trying to be very understanding.
Berkley responded that the Quakers need not come themselves, they could send servants or
hirelings to serve in their stead. After contemplating this, the Meeting responded that not only
could they not serve themselves, but their beliefs prohibited them from supporting the militia in
any way and to force or encourage others to serve in their place would be equally as wrong as
serving themselves. The irate governor then sent troops to the Meeting and arrested all the males
over 16 and kept them imprisoned for several weeks in the Jamestown jail as punishment for

their stubborn disobedience.

After William and Mary came to the throne of England in 1693, the Acts of Toleration were
passed, giving more religious freedoms to those who did not belong to the Church of England.
When Robert Jordan, son of Thomas and Mary of Chuckatuck, was called upon to swear an oath
in court, he confidently refused having heard from Friends in England that the Toleration Acts
had been passed. The governor, however, had not yet received notification of their passing, so
Robert Jordan was jailed in Williamsburg and held for months until official notification of the

passing of the Toleration Acts was received in Virginia.

The second meeting house constructed in Virginia was built on Leavin Buskin’s plantation
in the Southern Branch of the Nansemond River. It was a 20 x 20 building that cost 3,868 pounds
of tobacco to build. Donations to cover the cost were received from: Robert Jordan, John
Murdaugh, Benjamin Small, John Porter, Nathan Newby, John Hollowell, Reid Hopkins.
Matthew Small, Elizabeth Mace, and Moses Hall Since all of these individuals are associated
with Somerton Meeting, it appears that this meeting house built in 1702 and referred to as the
Nansemond Meeting or Southern Branch, was actually the first place of worship built for

Somerton Meeting.

There was also a meeting house built in Isle of Wight at about the same time. It was a little
larger being 25 x 20 “fitted with forms and Benches suitable for such a house” at a cost of 3.200
pounds of tobacco. Contributors to the building of this meeting house included: Isaac Ricks.
William Scott Sr., James Denson, John Denson, Abraham Ricks, John Ricks, Robert Ricks.
John Sykes, Thomas Hampton, Francis Denson, and Francis Brydell. Yearly Meeting sessions
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by the Took family. By the time Blackwater Meeting was set up, most of the Quakers in Surry
were living along the Blackwater River close to the Southampton/Surry border though some
lived in Sussex County as well. When Blackwater Monthly Meeting was set off from Pagan
Creek prior to 1750, it included:

A. Surry (Black Water) Meeting in Surry County - the meeting house was on Joseph

Hargrave’s property

B. Butler’s Meeting - began meeting at the home of the Butler family in Dinwiddie

County, around 1722 later known as Gravelly Run

C. Burleigh (Burley) Meeting - met near Robert Hunnicutt’s about 1718, later a meeting

house was built on his property
D. Stanton’s Meeting - met in the home of the Stanton family in Sussex County until a

meeting house was built

5. Norfolk County Meetings
The meeting in Norfolk County in so far as is known were all in private homes. By 1665,

most of the Quakers there had moved into Nansemond County to get away from the persecution
in Norfolk. Thomas Hollowell and George Kemp of Elizabeth River were mentioned in George
Fox’s letter of 1672.

By 1780, there were only two monthly meetings south of the James River. Black Water
Monthly Meeting included all the individual congregations in Surry, Sussex, Prince George.
Dinwiddie, and Southampton Counties, and Western Branch Monthly Meeting was made up of
what remained of the earlier groups in Nansemond and Isle of Wight counties.

Information on the Upper Monthly Meeting will be found in “Quakers of Southwest Virginia™
since most of the meetings west of Richmond had their roots in Henrico Monthly Meeting.

We Welcome New Members

Sandra Kelly, Virginia Walter M. Dixon, Virginia Sheila K. Morgan, NewYork
The Society
would like to express sincere appreciation for donations from the following:
Vera Seigler Gregory and Joan Shelton Mary Williams
Reid Walker John and Betty Garst D. Wubben
Norman Adams George Kegley
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VIRGINIA ROOM ADDITIONS

308 J35p

The Papers of Thomas Jefferson 32
June 1800-February 1801
Oberd, Barbara B., Editor
Princeton University Press, 2005
929.543 BY9l1po

Palatine Origins of Some Pennsylvania
Pioneers

Burgert, Annette Hunselman

AKB Publications, 2000

362.73 D789.73 D78%m
Missing Pieces: How to Find Birth Parents

and Adopted Children
Drake, Paul and Beth Sherrill
Heritage Books, 2004

929.20974 T414¢
Fifty Great Migration Colonists to

New England and Their Origins
Threlfall, John Brooks
Heritage Books, 1990

975.528 D642w

When Waterford & I Were Young
pivine, John E.

waterford Foundation, Inc., 1997
385.0975 N766p

Portrait 20

Norfolk and Southern Corp., 2002

929.09767 NT797a
A Comprehensive Guide to Arkansas Links:

Genealogical Research in the Natural

State
Norris, Rhonda S.
Morris Publishing, 1999

929.2 Ep55m
Epling/Eplin Volume 5
Massard, Robert Louis & Debra Kay Cyprych

Massard, 2005

929.375202 Ar4s
The Ark and the Dove Adventurers

George Ely & Donna Valley Russell,

Editors
Genealogical Publishing, 2005

P615.321 B644n
Native Medicinal Plants of the

Shenandoah Valley
Boone, Rebecca
Pochahontas Press, 2000

926.1 MB46w
A Woman Surgeon: The Life and Work of

Roasalie Slaughter Morton
Frederick A. Stokes Company, 1937

929.375202 B263mm
Maryland Marriage Evidences,1634-1718

Barnes, Robert W.
Genealogical Publishing, 2005

PO976.896 Sus3
Sullivan County. History of Tennessee

Mountain Press, 1988

P917.55425 C718L

Legacy From the Past:A Portfolio oF
Eighty

Eight Original Williamsburg Buildings
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, 1971

970.45 C548s

The Shawnee

Clark, Jerry E.

University Press of Kentucky, 2003

378.755785 H242vt
Virginia Tech

Harris, Nelson

Arcadia Publishing, 2004

929.2 M992 Sn32m

The Myers Family of Botetourt, Montgomery
and Bedford Counties

Snider, Donald A., Researcher and
Compiler, 1933-2004

975.595 M272s

Shenandoah County Gazetteer & Historical
Geography

Magin, Irvin D., 1991

308 J35pr 02

The Papers of Thomas Jefferson:
Retirement Series Volume 2 16
November 1809 to 11 August 1810
Looney, J. Jefferson, Editor
Princeton University Press, 2005

929.2 W93 G767cc

Wright Family Census Records
Campbell County, Virginia 1810-1900
Grant, Robert N.

Heritage Books, 2005

929.2 W93 G767de

Wright Family Deed Records, 1782-1900 and
Land Tax Lists, 1782-1850 Campbell
County, VA.

Grant, Robert N.,Heritage Books, 2005

975.5785 K133c¢c
Christiansburg Virginia: Small Town
America At Its Finest

Kanode, Roy Wyete

Inove Graphics, 2005

929.2 W931 G767s5

Sorting Some of the Wrights of Southern
Virginia

Part V (2 volumes)

Grant, Robert N., 2005 (Revision)

929.375502 J499a
Adventurers of Purse and Person Virginia
1607-1624/5 Fourth Edition Volume Two G-P
Dorman, John Frederick, Compiler & Editor
Genealogical Publishing, 2005

929.3755 FlelF
Registrations of Free Negroes Commencing
September Court 1822, Book No. 2 and
Register of Free Blacks 1835 Book 3
Sweig, Donald, Editor and Indexer
Fairfax, va 1977
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[Genealogy note: husband of Martha Price.]

FANNIE MAE STUART July 27, 1889-July 25, 1987

IVER GERTRUDE STUART July 13, 1925-Aug. 31, 1955
ROBERT SAMUEL STUART March 12, 1891-May 24, 1948

Row 4
SAMUEL R. WEBB Oct. 10, 1912-Feb. 04, 1952

MINNIE W. GUNNINGS Jan. 18, 1905-Sep. 29, 1953
FLOYD E. GUNNINGS May 2, 1909-May 28, 1951
Next Double Stone -

RALPH G. WEBB 1869-1946

- Metal marker reads "Ralph Gusta Webb 1880-1946"
S. KATHERINE WEBB 1879-1946

- Metal marker reads "Sarah K. Webb 1882-1946"
CLARENCE STUART May 31, 1898-Jan. 10, 1944
LACIE W. WEBB April 26, 1892-June 7, 1948

G. C. L. WEBB May 10, 1907-Jan. 17, 1941

- Inscription "Asleep in Jesus"

Next Double Stone -
JOHN H. WEBB Jan. 3, 1909-Aug. 14, 1964
- Metal marker reads "John Howard Webb 1911-1964"

IRENE DAY WEBB Feb. 5, 1917

Row 5
EDWARD C. STUART Mar. 16, 1917-Oct. 25, 1997

- Metal marker reads "Edward Carl Stuart"

Next Double Stone -

MATTHEW A. STUART 1923-1994
- Metal marker reads "Matthew Alden Stuart", bronze footmarker

reads "Matthew Alden Stuart, ACK U. S. Marine Corps, World War II"

KATIE M. STUART 1929

- Inscription "Together forever"

IVAN IRA STUART, JR. Sept. 23, 1947-Jan. 11, 1994
- Bronze footmarker reads "SP5 U. S. Army, Vietnam"

Next Double Stone -
IVAN I. STUART Aug. 1, 1923-July 6, 1988
- Bronze footmarker reads "Sgt. Ivan Ira Stuart, SFC U. S. Army, World War 11"

DOROTHY M. STUART Oct. 4, 1927
VEATRICE LEWIS STUART May 9, 1919-July 16, 1964
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Row 8
DORINDA HELM November 5, 1910-December 17, 1991

ANNIE HELM MAJORS March 7, 1909-January 7, 1978

- Metal marker reads "Annie Lee Majors"

Fieldstone Marker

Next Double Stone -

WILLIAM H. HELM 1866-1937

- Metal marker reads "William Harvey Helm, March 30, 1866-Oct. 25, 1937"
SARAH M. HELM 1879-1979

[BLANK] HELM (metal maker only) 1951-1951

Fieldstone Marker

CLEMENTINE FRANCIS PRICE 1834-Aug. 26, 1895
- Inscription reads "Our Mother", at bottom of stone, "Aged 61 years, forever with

the Lord" - stone is broken

JANE CLAYTOR Apr. 17, 1860-May 28, 1897
- Inscription reads "Wife of Eld. J. C. Claytor", at bottom of stone reads "She

believed and [?] in Jesus"
encalogy note: This is the daughter of Clementine Price and first wife of Jackson

Ecliaytor.]

RAYMOND CLAYTOR Dec. 8, 1901-Mar. 6, 1913

- Inscription reads "Son of J. C. and Eliza Claytor", at bottom
of stone reads "Not lost, but gone before"

[Genealogy note: Also known as Edmon Claytor. |

ELIZA ANN CLAYTOR 1877-1944
- Inscription reads "Mother", at bottom of stone reads, "Gone, but not forgotten"

[Genealogy note: Second wife of Jackson Claytor, daughter of James Kent]

JACK CLAYTOR 1850-1947
- Inscription reads "Father", at bottom of stone reads, "Gone, but not forgotten"

JAMES P. KENT (Metal marker only) 1886-1950
[Genealogy note: Father of Eliza Ann Claytor]

Row 9
WM. C. BOOTH Apr. 10, 1831-Dec. 5, 1907

MISSOURI ANN BOOTH July 15, 1861-Mar. 5, 1908

- Footstone reads "MAB"
In the woods beyond the maintained portion of the cemetery is a tombstone for

Freelove Booth.

[This was the originally a white cemetery for the Booth family ]
Transcribed by John A. Edmonds, 1997.

Contact John A. Edmonds by e-mail at JonzRootz@aol.com
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Bland County Historical Society
Tips on Bland County Historical Research
(Or information that’s vital that has not been written down until now)

Be mindful of county formation lines and yet also be willing to ignore County
formation lines. In searching for the elusive records we all want to find I
have found more than once that the records I was searching for were in the
adjoining “parent” county and not in Bland County where they should be.
Knowing the location of your ancestor in the land that became Bland County
and the closest county seat can help you find records. Especially with land
records, until the land was sold no record will exist for the most part in the
newly formed Bland County (for the most part) especially land located near

“parent” county lines.

If trying to find a physical location of say a cemetery, when asking directions
you will have to know the way the streams and creeks flow.
Directions in Bland County are still given by whether the location is up a
creek or down. For example, the community of Grapefield they will tell you
is “UP Wolf Creek” meaning towards the head waters of Wolf Creek
towards Tazewell and Burkes Garden. The community of Niday however is
considered “DOWN Wolf Creek” and towards Narrows and the New River.
The dividing line of Up and Down is old North-South Route 52 through the
county. This road also used to be called the Raleigh-Grayson Turnpike. “UP”
is usually West and “Down” is usually East unless it is up Dry Fork Creek
which runs from East to West.

The farther back you go in researching the records of the land that became
Bland County the more courthouses, libraries, archives etc. you will get to
know personally to find your ancestors. And it will do you well to be mindful
of who their neighbors are on the census records, deeds etc. to help in
locating those records you are searching for in a new county search.

Be mindful of the geography or lay of the land. Especially when wanting to
know and visit the areas that your ancestors lived. Farmers worked farms
ysually in valleys not mountain tops. There were many thriving communities
in Bland County that are long since deserted now. Learning those

communities can help you place where say a lawyer practiced and lived.

Most important. Build a rapport and a connection by becoming a member of
the local historical societies and genealogy groups where your search leads
you. These organizations can help you cut your research time and costs in
half with their knowledge and expertise of their county records as well as
their collections may even have on file what you are looking for.
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Local Research sources:

Bland County Historical Society Archives
6394 N Scenic HWY

Bastian, Virginia 24314

Phone: 276-688-3438

Circuit Court Clerk of Bland County
Becky Johnson

P.O. Box 295

Bland, Virginia 24315

Phone; 276-688-4562

Bland County Library
697 Main Street

Bland, Virginia 24315
Phone: 276-688-3737

Craft Memorial Library
600 Commerce Street
Bluefield WV 24701
Phone: 304-325-3943

vl

Deeds, Wills, Probate records, marriage from
1861, Divorce records from 1900

Books on Bland Co. History, Microfilmed
Records such as Census, etc.

Bluefield Daily Telegraph Newspaper on Microfilm
From 1896. Includes Bland county news.

Historical Societies & Genealogical Societies you might need for Bland County Research.

Giles County - formed 1806
Giles County Historical Society
P.O. Box 404

Pearisburg, VA 24134

(703) 921-1050

Pearisburg Public Library
112 Tazewell Street
Pearisburg, VA 24134
(540) 921-2556

Pulaski County formed in 1839

Wilderness Road Regional Museum and New River Historical Society

P.O. Box 373
Newbern, VA 24126
(540) 674-4835

Radford Public Library
30 First Street
Radford, VA 24141
(540) 731-3621

Pulaski County Genealogy Club
P.O. Box 1299
Pulaski VA 24301-1299

Local Research Sources cont’d
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Websites for Bland County History Research

Bland County History Archives — Oral history project of the students of Rocky Gap High School.
http://www bland k12 va. us/bland/rockv/¢ap html

New River Notes Website
http://www.newrivernotes.com/va/bland.htm

Formation of Virginia Counties —
http://www.mvvireiniagenealogy.com/va maps/va cf htm

U.S. Genweb Bland County
http://www.rootsweb.com/~vabland/

Library of Virginia — Main site
http://www.lva.lib.va.us/

Library of Virginia — What “they have™ portal. This is a wonderful resource if you are not aware of the
site. You can now access on-line older deeds, land grants, confederate pension records, confederate
disability claims, some family bibles (the written genealogy data that some families wrote in their
bibles) as well as the county records on microfilm available for interlibrary loan from the Library of
Virginia.

http://www.lva.lib.va us/whatwehave/

Library of Virginia — Chancery Records — Bland County’s older chancery records are at the library of
Virginia. In 1975 our county clerk sent a large U-haul truck with our records to the Library of Virginia
because of space constraints in the courthouse. These chancery records have recently (in the last 5
years) been indexed according to case name and surnames appearing in them such as witness
testimony. Click on this link and to search the database click “Start Searching”.
hitp://www.lva.lib.va.us/whatwehave/local/chancery/index htm

Virginia Tech — Special Collection portal. Virginia Tech archives house many primary sources. An
example would be employee rosters of the Norfolk and Western Railway. You need to know your
ancestors employee number or Social Security Number to access these records.

http://spec.lib.vt.edw/

Manuscript collection: http://spec.lib.vt.edu/mss/msshp.htm

Image digital database: http://imagebase.lib.vt.eduwbrowse.php

Virginia Heritage Guide to Manuscript and Archival Collections in Virginia
http://www.lib.virginia.edu/small/vhp/about.html

Roots web Genealogy Resource website. Portal to U.S. Genweb also.
http://www.rootsweb.com/

Little Walker’s Creek — A history of the land and it’s people. Covering some surnames of Bland,

Pulaski and Wythe Counties.
http://mysite. verizon.net/vzeblx98/littlewalkerscreek2/index. html

Family History Links — Virginia — Nothing but links to sites all over the commonwealth.
http://www. family-history-links.com/USA/Virginia/
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(TO)
AND THIS (TOO) SHALL PASS
(TWO)
by: Hazel Wells Collins

girl like Ann would be put in a home where she wouldn’t have the companionship of
strong and healthy children like we were.

Our village had a flour mill where the farmers in and around us brought their wheat
to be made into flour and their comn to be made into corn meal. This mill was a very busy
place. There was a sawmill connected to it where logs were sawed into lumber. As
children this was a delightful place to go and spend an hour or two, but we were never
allowed to go through the mill unless we were accompanied by some adult.

My daddy worked on the railroad and was away from home all week but was home
on Saturday and Sunday. 1’1l never forget one Saturday my daddy was going to take
some corn to be made into meal and I was allowed to go with him. The miller who lived
across the street from the mill took us on a tour of the mill. It was a big building that was
run by water. As you go into the mill it had half doors and the bottom part was always
closed and children couldn’t get them open. It was such a nice smell as you entered
where you could see bin filled with corn and wheat. There was a large wheel made of
stone and there was a race. as it was called, that brought the water right into the mill
when the gates of the race were opened, this rushing water caused the stone wheel to
turn. The mill was three stories high with open steps to walk up. The wheat was crushed
on the top floor and it was sifted down through cloth. You couldn’t see the flour until it
came out to be bagged on the first floor. Everyone depended on the mill for flour, meal,

brand and chop. The chop was fed to the pigs and cows.
Oh yes, we had a School house. No, it wasn’t a one room school and it wasn’t red

either as all small towns were supposed to have. Our school house was painted white and
had three rooms. It was on an island and to get to it we had to cross the mill race on a
small bridge. There were seven grades taught in our school When children finished the
seventh grade they had to ride a school bus about ten miles to the high school, and they
had to pay for the ride.

Well, the time finally rolled around that [ was old enough to go to school. We didn’t
have a kindergarten and you had to be six years old to attend public school. When you
have older brothers which are already in school the time passes so slow until you are old
enough to enter school. Then that magic day arrives and I was so eager and excited now
that I would be in school. On the very first day in school I learned a lesson which almost
broke my heart. I had never been inside a school room and mamma didn’t take me as
most mothers do. My brothers just took me to my room then went on to their own room.
We were told to sit down, and one of the older children took our coats, hats, and
sweaters up and put them in a closet. Then just before school was let out for the day that
student would go to the front of the room with the wraps and hold them up one at the
time so we could claim our own. I didn’t know how you were to get yours so when my
pretty new red sweater was held up | jumped up out of my seat and yelled, “that’s my
sweater”. The teacher came back and slapped me in the face, which made me cry. Then
she explained this is what would happen to the other children if they got out of their seats
before all clothing had been brought to them, and the teacher had excused the class for

the day.
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(TO)
AND THIS (TOO) SHALL PASS
(TWO)
by: Hazel Wells Collins

people didn’t want him to be laid to rest in our cemetery. Others said that the notoriety
of his crime would give our small village a bad name if we allowed him to be buried
here. This talk went on for several days while everybody even folks from the
surrounding communities filed by his casket at the undertakers shop.

I remember my father and mother talking about how they couldn’t see as how it
would hurt our village to have this criminal buried in our cemetery. I was allowed to
pass by the casket to see him and | will never forget how he looked. His hair had been
shaved off and there was a wide brown ring around his head.

The decision was finally made to let him be buried here. As I think back on this
happening | believe it was a lesson for our young people to see someone that had to pay
the supreme sacrifice for taking part in a crime.

We didn’t have any law enforcement officers then and we really didn’t need any,
because | can only recall one time when anyone in our village was in trouble with the
law. He was caught stealing white leghorn chickens and he served two years in the pen
for his crime. After he paid his debt to society he turned out to be a fine man. Now he is
married, has two beautiful children and is very much a part of our fine community.

I won’t say that there weren’t some shady things going on in our village. Most of the
harm done by these perpetrators was done to themselves. Like, take a woman who’s
husband worked away from home, who had another man come to live with her while her
husband was away. She thought she kept him hidden from her neighbors, but that fact
and her signals were known by most of the town’s people. She was only hurting herself
and no one else. Then there was a young girl who had a baby without being married.
The child was not hidden away, but was raised by her parents. He lived quite a normal
life without being pointed out as the boy without a father.

When | was young our village didn’t have a doctor either, but we did have a
midwife, she was an aunt of my father’s. When she got old my mother took her place. It
was common knowledge for our family to know who was expecting a baby. The women
would come and tell mamma so she could market it down and be ready to go to help
them when it was time for the baby to arrive.

I didn’t like for my mother to be called on every time someone had a baby for it was
always at night and I would have to do more work, work that mamma always did. She
was very seldom ever paid much and some times she wouldn’t receive anything. If the
mother hadn’t prepared for the new baby mamma would take all the clothing the new
baby would need from our home with her. She was always making dippers from old
worn-out sheets and flour sacks. I never could understand why every time a baby was
born it was storming, raining, snowing, or very hot. I don’t remember anyone ever
having a baby on a real nice night.

So - I made myself a promise, that I have kept to this day, that is never start being a
midwife. I would do most anything to help anyone except help deliver a baby. And now
this has pass for I don’t believe there are any midwives even in small towns today. What
with our ambulances and life saving crews so available there isn’t a need for anyone
other than a doctor to deliver a baby - except in the case of an emergency then there is the
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AND THIS (TOO) SHALL PASS
(TWO)
by: Hazel Wells Collins

that we all would like to have, but could not afford. The radio was like a drawing card.
It was kept right in the back window of the store where it could be heard on the out side
as well as inside. It was right where the men could sit around the potbellied stove, chew
their tobacco and listen to the music or the one big favorite program. In those days that
program was Amos and Andy. When ever my daddy was at home and it was almost
seven o’ clock he would tell momma, “Got to go to the store to hear Amos and Andy.”

He would always bring us children some kind of treat but he would never let us go with
him. He said that was no place for children, but the good thing was he would always
come home and act out all the parts of Amos and Andy to keep us from wanting to follow
him to the store to so we could hear it on the radio our selves. Daddy was quite an actor,
he did the parts so well we really enjoyed hearing him repeat the show for us. He could
do the dialect of every character prefect.

Among the fondest memories of daddy was his portrayal of the different neighbors
and friends in our area. The Thomas family lived about two miles from us across the
river and up the hollow where only two families lived. They would come into the village
about once a week to get a few things from the store like salt and sugar. They raised
most everything they ate including apples and other fruit. Mr. Thomas stuttered when he
talked, my daddy could talk so much like him you would have thought it was Mr.

Thomas himself. My mother thought that daddy was making fun of the way some of the
neighbors talked. But to me daddy was paying each man and woman that he imitated a
complement. It takes someone who pays attention to learn just how someone stands,
walks, and talks to act like that person. Mamma would always say that it was a wonder
that any of their children could be themselves with their father always acting like some
one else.

After our house on Water Street going west was the parsonage where years ago the
preacher lived. The first preacher that [ remember who lived there was a cripple man. He
and his wife would go places in their buggy and my being a neighbor once they took me
with them to one of the other churches several miles away. It always made me very
proud to be ask to ride with them but they didn’t have any children of their own.

This was about the only house in the village that was later turned into a renter’s
house. It had been bought by a man from Roanoke, a city about eighteen miles away. It
was several years before we met Mr. Williams. Ididn’t like him from the first time that I
saw him. The only time he came to our village was to yell at the people living in his
house about rent that they owed him. He didn’t look like a man that needed money
because he had a car and was always dressed like he was going to a funeral. He always
looked down on the people who rented his house as if they weren’t his kind of people.

He proved to be a very hard man as he put one of his tenants out in the street because she
couldn’t pay the rent. This widow woman had five children still at home. Her husband
had heart trouble and hadn’t been able to work for about a year when he died. She was a
very hard working woman, but she had gotten behind in her rent by the time her husband
died. "1l never forget seeing the sheriff from a small town about ten miles away come to
put this poor widow woman who had no place to go out of her home.
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MICHAEL V. HENDERSON

Blacksburg - Funeral for Michael Vernon HENDERSON, 15, who was killed chm‘:;%dil_}" ‘&r“‘ .
hunting accident, will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at Luster's Gate Union church, with burial in West

View Cemetery, Blacksburg. The body is at the Hoy Funeral Home. (Written on this: Nov 3
1965)

ROBERT E. HENDERSON

Blacksburg - Robert Ervin HENDERSON, 74, died Wednesday night en route to a Roanoke
hospital. Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Reta HENDERSON; a sister, Mrs. Ada MEADOWS,

Blacksburg. Funeral will be at 2:30 p.m. Saturday at the Hoy Funeral Home, with burial in West
View Cemetery.. (Written on this: Nov 3 1965)

NASH HENDERSON

Blacksburg, March 12 (Special) - Nash HENDERSON, 86, member of a family i(lcnliﬁfzd' with
the history of Montgomery county from early times, died at 4 p.m. today at the homg of h1§
daughter, Mrs. J. A. MEADOWS, about three miles from Blacksburg. Funeral services will be
held at the MEADOWS home at 11 a.m. Tuesday. Burial will be in the family .Cemctc‘r?' in
Roanoke Valley. Surviving are his wife, and the following chil(ﬁrcn: Mrs. Edwin PRICE, Mrs.
Henry BENNETT, Wallace and Robert E. HENDERSON, all of Montgomery county:; and one

brother, Croswell H. HENDERSON. Mr. HENDERSON was widely related in Montgomery and
adjoining counties.

MRS. NASH HENDERSON

Blacksburg, Jan. 6 (Special) - Mrs. Nash HENDERSON, 83, a life-long resident of Montgomery
county, and widely connected throughout this section of thf: state, died Wednesday morning at
the family home three miles from Blacksburg. She is survived by several sons and dau ghtgrs.
The funeral will be held at 11 a.m. Friday at the Roanoke Valley Presbyterian church. Burial

will be in a nearby Cemetery. The body will remain at Richardson's funeral home in
Christiansburg until 10 a.m. Friday.

GEORGE W. HILL

George W. HILL, 62, died at his home in Blacksburg, Monday. Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Ora
MELSER HILL; two sons, Wesley E. HILL and G. Robert HILL; two daughters, Mrs. Harold
SMITH and Mrs. Harley HELMS, all of Blacksburg; twc':- brothers, Howard H. HILL,
Christiansburg; Theodore B. HILL, Akron, Ohio; three sisters, M_rs. Jake T. _AI_(ERS, Muncy,

Pa.; Mrs. Clarence SAIN and Mrs. Benie MILLER, Akron;.and sxx_grandchlltzlren. Funeral was
at 2 p.m. Wednesday at Blacksburg Methodist church. Burial was in West View Cemetery.

WESLEY E. HILL

Wesley Edward HILL, 41, died Saturday at his home in Blacksburg. Mr. HILL was a member of
the Blacksburg Volunteer Fire Department for 14 years, and for many years was associated with
his father, the late G. W. Hill, in the mercantile business in Blacksburg. He was A lieutenant in
the reserve squad. His wife is president of the Ladies Aux'iliafy of Blacksburg Fire Dtep(;lrtmcnt.
Surviving are his wife: Mrs. Elizabeth COE HILL; two children, Joyce Elaine HILL acr; MWeslcy
E. HILL, Jr., his mother, Mrs. George W. HILL; two sisters, Mrs. Margie HI.ELIE/‘I‘S an Is.
Gladys S’MITH, one brother, George Robert HILL, all of Blacksburg. Funeral services were
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