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The Pennsylvania Dutch Culture 
Of The Shenandoah Valley

Elmer L. Smith

It is commonly noted that in 1716 Governor Spotswood and his 
expedition of Knights of the Golden Horseshoe were the first white 
men to set eyes on the beautiful Shenandoah Valley. Although a con
troversy over the exact location of entry into the region persists (either 
Swift Run Gap or Milam’s Gap), few have taken the time to note that 
John Lederer and his party entered the Valley in 1670, and Louis 
Michelle and his group made notes of their observations in the area in 
1707.

By 1726 settlements were established: Adam Miller with his friends 
and relatives at Massanutten; Jost Hite near Winchester; John Lewis 
at Staunton and others. Almost all of the early pioneers were Ger
mans who came to the Valley by way of Pennsylvania. They were fol
lowed by others who were from the Palatinate region of Germany. 
The Shenandoah Valley became populated by a people unique to those 
in eastern Virginia.

The fact of German domination of the Shenandoah Valley is noted 
by the early tombstone inscriptions, which were often in the native lan
guage, the lists of white settlers massacred by Indians, who were al
most exclusively German (Long, Painter, Myers, Fisher, Stone, Del
linger, Miller, Roads, Sigler, Sheets, Bingaman, Mallow and others) 
and early church records, personal documents and family records 
which were commonly written in the German language.

More than two hundred years after the first settlement of the 
Valley, the noted historian, Dr. John Wayland, wrote that at least 
three-fourths of the native white population of Rockingham, Page and 
Shenandoah counties were of German lineage.1 Dr. Heinz Kloss of 
Stuttgart, Germany, whose history of the Palatinate traced some of 
the peoples of that region to the New World, claimed that at least a 
third of the population southward from Pennsylvania into the Shenan
doah Valley were Pennsylvania Germans.

Although early migrants to the region included English, Scotch-

Dr. Elmer L. Smith is chairman of the department of social sci
ences, Madison College, Harrisonburg. This article is an adaptation of 
a talk he made before the annual meeting of this Society on June 21.



Irish, Huguenots and people of Swiss origin, the larger numbers were 
of German heritage. Nevertheless it was noted more than a half cen
tury ago that, “It is a potent fact that the German element in Virginia is 
a subject that has received but slight attention, either in the thought 
and literature of our larger Virginia or in the thought and concern of 
the German element itself.”2

The Germans who settled the Valley were primarily the products 
of the Protestant Reformation, having come from the Old World in 
search of religious freedom and the opportunity for a peaceful exis
tence. They were members of the Lutheran and Reformed churches as 
well as some newly developed religions and some of the sect groups. 
This differential religious affiliation has created two major strains of 
German culture in the region, one secular or popularly referred to as 
“Gay,” while the other is sacred and termed, “Plain.” The Gay people 
were affiliated with the Lutheran, Reformed and Evangelical United 
Brethren churches, while the Plain people were Amish, Mennonite and 
Dunkard.

These two culture patterns were quite often dichotomous in gt 
aspirations, codes of conduct, beliefs and standards. As a result there 
developed an ethnocentrism within the peoples of German heritage, 
with the tendency for one group to disassociate itself from the other.

Among the Plain people, simplicity in style of life is a major char
acteristic while salvation is the goal of life. Simplicity takes many spe
cific forms ranging from plain dress, (bordering on costumes or uni
forms) to rejection of modern conveniences such as telephone, radio, 
television, and the use of the automobile. The Gay people are more 
similar to other major Protestant groups, they seek modern conven
iences, decorate their homes and themselves, and seek happiness and 
satisfaction in this world while also hoping for salvation in the next. 
This group is considered “Worldly” by the Plain people, who often re
fer to the scripture, “Be not of this world.”

These two groups also differ in attitudes toward government, edu
cation, and participation in war. For example, the Plain people are 
pacifists, reflected in their folk heroes, Elder John Kline, the Dunkard, 
and John D. Heatwole, the Mennonite potter. Both were martyrs for 
the pacifist cause. The “Gay” people, however, take pride in Peter 
Muhlenberg, the patriot-preacher who, according to tradition, told his 
Woodstock, Virginia, congregation, “There is a time to pray and a time 
to fight.”

The Lutheran and Reformed churches established many of the 
early neighborhood schools in the Valley, while the Plain groups failed 
to open parochial schools and in fact opposed public education. Some do 
to the present day!

There has been the tendency for the Plain sects to cling persistent-
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This fine Fraktur, or elaborate, colored scrollwork, is the property 
of Dr. Perry Kendig, president of Roanoke College, and concerns his 
great grandfather, Adam Christian Kindig.

—Photograph by Oakie Asbury

ly to the family farm and an agrarian way-of-life, while the Gay people 
have adjusted to the urban way-of-life and to the increasingly industrial 
and scientific age.

The folklorist can note numerous distinctions between the people 
of German heritage who are of these diiferent cultures. In holiday 
traditions, for example, the Gay groups looked forward to the fun and 
fellowship associated with the Christmas practice of belsnickeling, but 
the Plain people forbid such participation. When Ascension day comes, 
Plain people avoid farming tasks, such as plowing or discing, and the
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women turn from their sewing, but the Gay people pay little attention 
to the old lore associated with this occasion.

When Dr. Wayland noted the lack of pride in their heritage by 
the German element itself, he observed an interesting phenomenon. 
It is quite likely that the people of the region mistook the behavior, 
values and traditions of the Plain people with that of THE Dutch. The 
characteristics that adequately portray one element of the German 
population often represent improper description of other portions of 
that population, as a result one group may refer to the other as “Dumb 
Dutch.”

In the Shenandoah Valley there has been a strong tendency to 
dissociate those things German from recognition of them as part of the 
German heritage. (Perhaps the classic example of this was when Con
gress appropriated $25,000 to honor the contribution of Peter Muhlen
berg. An Episcopal church laid claim to this Lutheran leader and pro
posed that a statue of him be placed at the entrance to their house of 
worship. The ensuing conflict went unresolved, with the result that 
there is no Muhlenberg memorial at all!)

Unfortunately the culture and heritage of the Shenandoah Valley 
has been ignored by its own people, but not always by others from out
side the region. The work of the Pennsylvania German potters went 
unrecognized until three Pennsylvanians visited and researched the 
region and produced the book, The Shenandoah Pottery ( 1929 ) .3 Since 
that time specimens are on display in the Philadelphia Museum of Fine 
Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art and elsewhere. Antiquarians now 
compare this pottery with the famous Bennington ware. More recent
ly an entire book was produced by the York County Historical Society 
pertaining to the diary sketches of Lewis Miller. Virginians have paid 
little attention to the work of this famous American folk artist, yet 
among his sketches are those from this region showing Mountain Lake, 
Brush Mountain, Salem, (with Roanoke College), Blacksburg as a vil
lage, Bullard Rock and others. Lewis Miller was born in York County, 
Pennsylvania, and he is featured as one of that county’s most significant 
historic figures, yet he lived and died in Christiansburg, Virginia.

In 1959, this writer and his colleague, Professor John Stewart, 
started to search for surviving remnants of the Pennsylvania Dutch 
culture in the Shenandoah Valley. Although it was not our hope to 
find dialect materials, for Dr. Heber Hays as early as 1908 had noted 
that the Pennsylvania German dialect had a very limited future,4 nev
ertheless the first day in the field we came in contact with dialect speak
ers! Soon we were to find that within several isolated neighborhoods in 
Shenandoah, Augusta, and Rockingham counties, the dialect was very 
much alive. In some sections of Pendleton county in West Virginia it 
was the language spoken in the home. At least 700 dialect speakers re-
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main in the Shenandoah Valley, and from them were collected a wide 
variety of dialect proverbs, sayings, rhymes, verses, remedies and songs 
gathered in the oral tradition.

(It is understandable that Dr. Wayland and Dr. Hays concluded 
erroneously that the dialect was extinct. In discussing this with the 
noted historian before his death, Dr. Wayland indicated that much of 
his research took him to the towns of the Valley where he sought docu
ments and written records. He had little contact with the rural folk 
population of the more isolated and out-of-the-way villages of the region. 
It was here that the dialect has been perpetuated.)

Heartened by these successful initial efforts, specimens of other 
characteristic Pennsylvania German traditions and culture were sought. 
In this search a vacuum-cleaner type research methodology was em
ployed. Selected life-long residents of communities and villages were 
asked about holiday practices, socials, remedies, weather and similar 
beliefs and practices; at the same time furniture styles and architectural 
forms were noted, and time was spent at the neighborhood country 
stores listening to local gossip. When a neighborhood was visited, the 
local burial grounds were searched for German-inscribed tombstones, 
unusual epitaphs, the predominance of selected surnames as well as 
folk art designs.

More than five hundred elderly residents of the region have been 
interviewed; they ranged in age from 70 to 95, but more than half 
have since passed away. Our techniques involve the use of tape record
ers, cameras, duplicators and rubbing equipment; that is, most inter
views are recorded, activities and artifacts are photographed, docu
ments and records are duplicated and some tombstones and other 
inscribed artifacts are rubbed. These are placed on our check-lists and 
filed;

In the many cemeteries visited, one inscription was unusually 
common. It reads:

“Remember vie as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I 
As I am now, so must you be.
Prepare for death—and follow me.”

Interestingly, in collecting anecdotes and local stories, in several 
communities we were told the story of a tramp that visited the local 
burial grounds and noted the above mentioned epitaph. He added 
several lines, as follows:

“To follow you 1 am not content,
Until I know which way you went.”

(This story has been often told in Pennsylvania and has been at
tributed to an actual situation occurring at Ziegel’s Church in Lehigh 
county there.)
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Cemeteries in the Valley reveal interesting folk art; the designs 
on many markers are similar to those in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
where the heart, tulip and the tree-of-life are common motifs.

The common barn of our region is quite similar to the Swiss or 
bank barns of Pennsylvania and many of the regional barns were also 
decorated. The so-called “hex” signs in Berks and Lehigh counties of 
Pennsylvania are much more intricate, and there are a wide variety 
of designs compared to those in the Valley, where simple stars, circles 
and other geometric designs are common.

After two years of research the first specimen of fraktur was lo
cated. It had been our assumption that such items were not produced 
in the region, although some had perhaps been carried to the area by 
the early settlers. Several local folk artists have been identified, and at 
least one was very productive. One specimen of his work is on display 
in the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Included in the fraktur of the 
Valley are hand-made Birth and Baptismal certificates, book plates, 
New Years Greetings, House-Signs, Love-letters and Valentines, Writ
ing Specimens and Rewards of Merit.

The Pennsylvania Germans were a superstitious people. Witches 
were once believed to infest every section of the Old World and some 
people think they still do! These notions persist to the present in our 
region and some witch doctors are known, although in Pennsylvania 
they would be referred to as “pow-wow doctors.” Such people have 
rituals and formulae, using words and motions to remove spells from 
bewitched animals, afflicted individuals, and even butter churns. Close
ly associated is an occult cure used throughout the region, or braucha, 
as it is called. It is still used in cases of rupture, sprains, goiter, thrash, 
sore throat, wild fire, whooping cough and for swainee of the horse.

In the treatment of whooping cough, the old mill was used. Af
flicted children were placed in the mill hopper while grain was being 
run through. (This practice persisted in some sections of Pennsylvania 
a century ago, but in parts of the Shenandoah Valley it was going 
strong in the 1930’s.5)

Hundreds of children in our region are still measured for under
growth, greased to avoid being liver-grown, and treated for thrash, 
measles and similar afflictions by time-honored methods. (Here there 
is a difference between the Gay and the Plain people, for the Plain 
group persist in the belief in braucha as a God-given power, while at 
the same time they condemn the notion of pow-wow doctors and witch 
doctors as “evil doers of the devil.” The Gay people have about the 
same acceptance of the pow-wow doctor as the braucha practitioner, 
ranging from complete faith to the attitude that their activities might 
help somehow but certainly can’t do much harm.)

Closely associated are those beliefs in talking horses during the
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Christmas season, praying cattle and the possibility that letters can be 
written to rats, moths, and other creatures which they can under
stand.6 In Rockingham county one woman still writes a note addressed 
to cut worms and places it in her corn field; a pioneer family has notes 
in an early diary pertaining to the words to be written to the moths and 
placed on clothing when they were put away for the summer months. 
The haus segen and himmelsbrief have a similar intent; that is, the 
house sign is an amulet which seeks to protect the family and the home, 
while the himmelsbrief (letter from heaven) was carried on the person, 
protecting him from sickness, robbery, drowning, fire and what not.

Finally, specimens of Pennsylvania German crafts have been 
sought in the Valley. These include products of the ironmakers, of which 
there were many, including Mossy Creek, Pine Forge, Marlboro and 
many others, and the potters, of whom the Bells are now nationally fa
mous. There were also other fine craftsmen—the Coffman family at 
Elkton, Suter at Harrisonburg, the New Market Schweinfort and the 
Mennonite, Heatwole. Little is known of the stone-cutters except such 
craftsmen as Rinker and Funk; nor could the clockmakers be ignored. 
Here were Jacob Donner, Anthony and Jacob Kline, George Long and 
the Dunkard, John Hirt of nearby Salem, whose grandfather clocks 
were sold throughout a wide territory.

In conclusion: The Pennsylvania German tradition and culture is 
a major part of the heritage of the Shenandoah Valley. It persists to
day and is represented by the two major elements of the broad Pennsyl
vania German culture, that is, the sacred and the secular. It is my 
opinion that our region, although unique, is nevertheless the southern
most part of the section of America popularly referred to as “The 
Pennsylvania Dutch Country.”

1 Wayland, John. A HISTORY OF SHENANDOAH COUNTY, VIRGINIA, Shenandoah Publishing 
House,^aSyburg, y ^ ni«'HE’ 9§^RMAN ELEMENT IN THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY OF VIRGINIA, Char- 
lottesviHe,^Va.,^1907. jtoudt, J. B., THE SHENANDOAH POTTERY, Shenandoah Publishing House, 
S t r a s b u r g ^ V b g ^  " Q n  ,he German Dialect Spoken in the Valley of Virginia" DIALECT NOTES III,

' 5  Smith, Elmer and Stewart. John, "The Mill as a Preventive and Cure of Whooping Cough,"
AMERICAN FOLKLORE JOURNAL, Vol. 77,  No. 303, Jan.-March, 1964.

e Smith, Elmer, VALLEY FOLKLORE, "Conjuring Critters, 1966.
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Interstate Interchange Covers 
Town of Gainesborough

By Raymond Barnes

Construction of the spur connecting Orange Avenue in Roanoke 
with Interstate Route 81 has just about erased all visible evidence of 
the once flourishing Town of Gainesborough.* In fact, save for what re
mains of the Negro cemetery it is difficult to locate any landmark 
evidencing the settlement.

To the sentimental this move of progress is regrettable, yet be
cause dwellings once located in the Town of Gainesborough were per
mitted to fall into such a state of dilapidation the Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority not only demolished all houses in this section but 
changed the terrain itself by redirecting thoroughfares.

Note on the facing plat prepared by J. Raymond Hildebrand the 
location of the Spotts dwelling and that of the stone mill. A dotted line 
indicates the Lynchburg Road, earlier the game-Indian trail known to 
pioneers as “The Great Road.” Over this route, for generations prior 
to the coming of the white man, passed great herds of elk, deer and 
buffalo, seeking among other objectives, to lick salt from the saline 
encrusted mud of The Big Lick which lay farther east, down in the 
bottom, south of present Rt. 460 and west of Tinker Creek. This trail 
was followed by Indians on missions of war or peace and led to a pas
sage through the Blue Ridge Mountains we know as Buford’s Gap, 
lying between the present settlements of Blue Ridge Spring and Mont- 
vale.

The early white settlers were farmers and hunters. Since it re
quired all of their energies to develop “new lands” there was no ef
fort to establish a commercial center. Here and there a license was 
granted to a man “to conduct at his dwelling an ordinary”—a place 
where food, drink and shelter could be had for prices ordained by the 
court. There were a few scattered trading posts too.

George Spotts must have been operating an ordinary on the site 
indicated as early as Nov. 8, 1785 for at that term of court he was 
presented for “retailing without a license.” Another presentment on 
May 9, 1787 was dismissed. Spotts apparently operated the stone mill 
(shown on the plat) which had been built by the Campbells, under the 
impression that their grant bordered along “The Great Road.”

Nathaniel Evans, by a re-survey, found unclaimed land so he 
patented 58 acres which included the Campbell mill. This unneighbor-

* Later residents spelled it "Gainsboro."
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ly act caused such bitterness between the Campbells and Nathaniel 
Evans they forbade their sister, Jane, to marry him. The young couple 
defied convention so flagrantly that Jane was sent to live south of the 
Ohio River while Nathaniel moved west to Tennessee. Nevertheless, 
at his death, Nathaniel appointed Jane his executrix and it was she who 
deeded 58 acres to George Spotts, some years after he purchased them.

George Spotts moved on to the Greenbrier, deeding his entire 
holdings of around 68 acres to John and Cornelius Pate and Company 
on Sept. 7, 1801. It is said the Pates were merchants of Bedford Coun
ty. Apparently the firm conducted a store and tavern at the Spotts 
dwelling and operated the mill together with a “foundry,” probably 
a smith’s shop.

Later, prior to 1830, a new building, a combined tavern-mercan
tile establishment, was erected on what became known as lots 22-23-24 
of the Town of Gainesborough map. The Pates were so successful they 
purchased a portion of the Campbell lands south of The Great Road 
which were held until sold to Isham H. Ferguson about 1880. (The 
Big Lick itself and much of old northeast Roanoke lay on the Pate- 
Ferguson holdings.)

As a result of a lawsuit the 68 acres came into the hands of John 
C. Jeffreys.

In early 1834 William Rowland enlisted the services of Maj. Kemp 
Gaines to purchase the entire 68 acres with improvements thereon 
for $2,000. The area was then subdivided into lots, and following con
siderable advertising, offered for sale at public auction on May 29, 
1834. Bidding was brisk until the crowd noticed John Campbell pur
chasing the most desirable property for a very high figure, including 
lots 22-23-24 on which the tavern-store stood. A rumor circulated that 
Rowland and Campbell had a secret understanding whereby the most 
valuable property would be acquired by Campbell with Rowland to 
come in for his share later. Bidding became cool.

Further representation was made that the Lynchburg Road would 
be changed to occupy a proposed street. For the record, no street 
changes were made in this section for decades afterward.

Rowland died soon after the big sale, whereupon John W. Thomp
son, his executor, sued John Campbell for specific performance by ten
dering a deed and demanding payment of the purchase price. (See 
settled file 106, Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court of Roanoke County).

Despite the unhappy ill-omened beginning (for other law suits 
were brought respecting the proposed changes in street locations, etc.) 
lot owners and neighbors successfully petitioned the Assembly of 1834- 
35 to charter the Town of Gainesborough.

The original 68-acre Evans-Spotts tract with the tavern-store 
long had been known as Big Lick. Gainesborough, named after Maj.
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Kemp Gaines, who received a horse from Rowland for his assistance, 
sounded alien to local ears. Even residents referred to their town as 
Big Lick.

By 1860, the settlement boasted about 20 dwellings and business 
houses. Episcopal, Presbyterian and Baptist churches were erected on 
what is shown on the plat as a “cemetery” with a rectory up on a hill 
to the west. Stirrups, bits and other articles of harness manufactured 
at Big Lick earned a not wide but justified fame.

In 1837, Zecariah Robinson was induced to build what this gen
eration knows as “Magnolia,” not within the town limits but on the 
eastern boundary line with a goodly vacant field in between. Since the 
new edifice was a tavern, adjoining vacant property was essential to 
provide a place where drovers of cattle, turkeys and sheep could pas
ture their charges overnight.

Facing the tavern on the south between the “highway” and the 
building, was a small lake, around which ran a race track.

The rails of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad came in 1852. 
About a mile southwest of Gainesborough a depot on the new rail line 
was designated as Big Lick. Around the station, after the War Between 
the States, a cluster of tobacco manufacturers sprang up until the popu
lation grew sufficiently to demand a degree of local autonomy. In 
1874, the Town of Big Lick was chartered, much to Gainesborough’s 
hurt, for churches and small business establishments moved to join 
those of Big Lick. Gainesborough, with few exceptions, became a Negro 
colony, bearing the designation, “Old Lick.”

When the Town of Roanoke was chartered in 1882, followed by 
the City of Roanoke in 1884, Gainesborough was embraced in the new 
geo-political setup.

At one time second only to Salem as a “heavily populated” com
munity, nearly every trace of this once happy village has been erased.

New Members
The Society has welcomed these new members since the roll was 

published in our winter issue:
Blair, Mr. and Mrs. C. P., Roanoke 
Bowen, Mr. and Mrs. Hascall, Roanoke 
Chaney, Mr. and Mrs. John M., Roanoke 
Damron, Mrs. J. W., Roanoke 
Ellett, Mr. and Mrs. J. Albert, Roanoke 
Logan, Mrs. John Lee, Salem 
Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin, Jr., Roanoke 
Painter, Mr. and Mrs. Hunter, Fincastle

*  *  H«

And somehow these ladies were omitted from the list:
Payne, Miss Frances, Vinton 
Powers, Mrs. Lois, Rice
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Bell Mont:

The Fleming Plantation
By Edmund P. Goodwin

Little has been written about the Eighteenth Century homes of 
the men who were the leaders in the defense and development of west
ern Virginia. Here in our valley we have such a place—Bell Mont. In 
developing information about Colonel William Fleming’s home it has 
been necessary to search the records and all known applicable writ
ings of that period, select facts, often unrelated, then to weave them 
together. A portion of the mansion house still stands and what was 
the plantation spreads today over parts of Roanoke City, Roanoke 
County and the Town of Vinton.

Less than thirty years had passed since the first settler received 
title to land in our valley, when, in 1768, Colonel Israel Christian “for 
natural love and affection and in part of her marriage portion,” con
veyed to his daughter Anne Fleming “upwards of 500 acres” where 
Tinker Creek was forded by the Great Road from the Yadkin to Phil
adelphia “and where Captain Fleming now lives.”1 This was the 
frontier. The closest town to the north was Staunton and the nearest 
one to the east was New London.2 The population of the entire Shen
andoah Valley in 1763 has been estimated at 20,000 whites and 1,000 
blacks and by 1776 this had increased to 48,000 whites and 5,000 
blacks.3

As the years went by, Fleming purchased 400 acres from Captain 
Francis Smith,4 “subject to the Quit Rents due the King,” adjoining 
the southern line of the original tract, 350 acres from Colonel George 
Skillern,® which had a common boundary with the Smith land and 
was “on Glade Creek, a branch of the Roan Oak.” Later he came in 
possession of 1,000 acres to the west of the Christian land in exchange 
for Treasury Warrant #9322® as well as some 160 to 200 acres7 ad
joining the Skillern tract. Based on present-day landmarks the boun
dary of all the property would be as follows:

Beginning at a point slightly west of Tinker Creek but north of 
the Johnson-Carper Furniture Company, then in an easterly direction, 
crossing the spur of Mills (Dead Man’s) Mountain, some two miles or 
more, thence turning southwestward to a point across the creek from

Edmund P. Goodwin was an organizer and first president of the 
Roanoke Historical Society. He notes that in addition to the original 
Fleming spelling of “Bell Mont” and the present day “Belmont” the 
plantation through the years also has been referred to as “Belle Mont” 
and “Bell Mount”.
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Bell Mont as it appeared about five years ago, surrounded by 
Monterey Golf Course in northeast Roanoke. It is now much more 
overgrown.

Fallon Park, and then back to the place of beginning, some 2500 
acres in all.

Although the purpose of this article is to describe a home, one 
should know something about its master and why he is considered a 
leader in the defense and development of western Virginia. William 
Fleming was born in 1727/288 of English parents who had moved to 
Scotland shortly before his birth. His medical education was com
pleted at the University of Edinburgh9 and he came to the Colony 
of Virginia soon after mid-century.10 In 1755, he was appointed an 
ensign in the 1st Virginia Regiment," then under the command of 
George Washington, and continued to serve that unit as an officer 
and surgeon until the end of the French and Indian War.12 Some of 
his surgical instruments and medical scales are owned by the Roanoke 
Historical Society.

After the Regiment was disbanded he settled in Staunton13 and 
married Anne Christian.14 He. was a justice15 and vestryman of Au
gusta16 and when Botetourt was formed, the Governor appointed him 
to like offices in the new county.17 During Dunmore’s War, in 1774, 
while leading his troops at the Battle of Point Pleasant, Colonel Flem
ing received two serious wounds,18 which prevented him from serving
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in the field during the Revolutionary War. However, he was appointed 
the chief military administrative officer of the county.19 He was elected 
a state senator,20 then became a member of the council of state and 
as such acted as Governor of Virginia21 between the terms of Thomas 
Jefferson and Thomas Nelson. On two occasions he received appoint
ments as a commissioner to Kentucky (then a county of Virginia), 
first to settle land claims22 and later to review the accounts of public 
officials.23 On one of his numerous trips to that county he was named 
president of its first convention.24 In 1788 he was a member of the 
Virginia Convention that ratified the Constitution of the United States.25

Fleming’s will provided that Bell Mont and the lands contiguous 
thereto be divided between his sons, William and John.26 In 1807 a 
survey was prepared to accomplish this division and it shows “The 
mansion house with 646 acres (including the original tract) was laid 
off to John Fleming as his share.”27 The map shows a building with 
two chimneys at the approximate location of the existing house near 
the Great Road and another building, with one chimney, on William’s 
part. Most probably, the latter was the one Mrs. Fleming mentions in 
a letter9 to her son John, who was attending Washington College, 
where his brother-in-law, George A. Baxter, was President,28 in which 
she writes “Billy is very busy about getting a house built at the lower 
place.”

John died intestate and his land was divided among his remaining 
brothers and sisters. Priscilla, whose husband was Samuel Wilson, 
received 88 acres on which the mansion house stood. At various 
times the Wilsons purchased from the other heirs a substantial part 
of the Christian tract. There are letters which show the colonel’s 
widow lived at Bell Mont with the Wilsons until her death in 1811.

In 1815 the Roanoke Navigation Company was formed with the 
purpose of making Roanoke River navigable from Weldon, N. C. to 
Salem, Va.29 Some of its organizers created the Prestonville Company 
to make Tinker Creek navigable to a proposed town near the present 
site of Hollins College.30 In 1819, the Wilsons sold all of their land to 
Charles Johnston, this company’s agent, for $23,875.31 When the prior 
company failed, apparently the Prestonville Company divided the land 
acquired among the persons who had financed and developed it. Sam
uel Pannell and Henry E. Coleman received 218 acres30 and the fol
lowing recital is found in the deed “including the dwelling and out
buildings where Samuel Wilson formerly lived.” Soon, thereafter, 
they sold this tract to Thomas Goode.32

Goode traded all of his land to Colonel William M. Peyton,33 in 
1832. The deed states the consideration as being “one full moiety of 
my lands embracing the Hot Springs in the Co. of Bath and the lands 
contiguous thereto.” It appears Peyton moved here, shortly there-
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after, because he sold the other moiety to Goode34 for $15,000 about 
seven months later and his acknowledgement was taken in Botetourt. 
(Roanoke County was formed in 1838).

As a result of this transaction a description of Peyton’s home is 
found in J. Lewis Peyton’s Memoirs of William Madison Peyton:

“After a year at the Springs he made sale of that valuable 
property to Dr. Samuel (sic) Goode, receiving from him in part 
payment an extensive landed estate in Botetourt. His mansion 
like so many others in Virginia, timber built and though alto
gether an extensive edifice was composed of many disjointed 
parts. These separate buildings were connected by halls and 
verandahs which gave a picturesque appearance to the exterior, 
while protecting it from the sun, wind and rain. The rooms were 
spacious and furnished with all the riches of the Eastern World.” 
In 1846, Peyton conveyed this property to Betsy Read and her 

two sons, the consideration being $25,000.00.35 The Read family for 
many years have lived at Monterey, a fine brick house located on land 
formerly owned by Fleming, but it was not. a part of Peyton’s proper
ty. It was built by Yelverton Oliver about 1846, and eleven years later 
was foreclosed. A deed,36 to the Reads, was made to this property in 
1860 and recites “where Read now lives.” Apparently the Reads lived 
for at least eleven years in the house that had been known as Bell Mont.

In these affluent times it is difficult for one to have the right per
spective to appreciate an Eighteenth Century home without some basis 
for comparison. An excellent general description of the interior of 
homes in those days appears in Freeman H. Hart’s The Valley of Vir
ginia in the American Revolution 1763-1789:

“The better homes had some silverware as well as an occa
sional piece of unusual furniture, such as a book case, a great 
chair, or a bureau. There were also candlesticks, looking glasses, 
and a few rugs of various sorts, and sometimes ‘well furnished 
feather beds.’ More than half the families had books, although in 
some cases, this meant nothing more than a copy of the Bible. 
There is, however, another side of the picture, and one that is not 
so cheerful. Not half the homes had kitchen utensils, only a third 
had beds, and only one family in six had chairs or tables. This 
to be sure did not signify destitution in the present day sense, 
but that most families prepared meals Indian fashion, slept on the 
floor or in bunks nailed up in the corner of their log cabins, sat 
oriental fashion or on stools sawed from logs, and used for tables, 
logs hewn on one side to make a level surface.”
In a 1794 letter Colonel Fleming wrote to his niece in England 

that “I live in a pleasant agreeable situation one Hundred Eighty 
Miles from Richmond, near the big lick in Botetourt Co.”9 Descrip-
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tions of his home by historians vary greatly. For example one can 
read “he erected a three-room one-story log house and lived in it until 
his death,”37 but on the other hand one finds in F. B. Kegley’s, The 
Virginia Frontier, p. 518:

“We are inclined to believe he had a more commodious dwell
ing than the old home still standing on the grounds. A characteris
tic of the old plantation homes in this region is a row of huge locust 
trees, surrounding the mansion house and grounds. This we find 
at Belmont, although the house on the knoll encircled by the re
mains of the trees is gone. We know that the Fleming home was 
an attractive and substantial one, even a literary one in associa
tion at least.”
Based on a review of official records it is reasonable to believe 

the existing house was the one in which Fleming was living when the 
original deed was made in 1768—at least it was certainly a part of the 
house in which he lived. Now that we know what others think about 
Bell Mont, the time has come to go on the ground and make our own 
inspection.

The house, now surrounded by the Monterey Golf Course, is lo
cated on a knoll to the east of the Great Road and a short distance north 
of Tinker Creek. It provides a fine example of the design and construc
tion of the better homes in our valley during the latter half of the 
Eighteenth Century. Today one sees a 31 by seven and a half foot porch 
on the left front of a 40 by 18 foot story and a half building with a one- 
story addition adjoining it on the rear. The roof peaks over the center 
portion and gracefully slopes downward covering the other two parts, 
giving the appearance of tieing it all into the ground.

In the main portion there are two 16 by 18 foot rooms on each 
floor, with an eight-foot hall in between. The rear wing has two rooms. 
The original exterior log construction can be seen only on the wall 
under the porch as the rest has been covered with asbestos shingles. 
The walls of the rooms on the first floor are made of eight horizontal 
hand hewn logs. Near each end they have been notched in a V shape to 
receive the logs forming the exterior and hall walls. The latter are 
the same thickness as the others, but six inches wide and have been 
tapered to fit into the V. Facing the building one sees in the weather 
boarded hall portion a door and above it a window. In the center of 
the right hand room there is a window, and in the left room another 
door. Some believe the hall indicates dog or possum trot construction 
but a very interesting staircase in its left rear tends to negate this 
theory.

On each end of the house there are two windows of twelve panes 
each and a like number in the upper rooms but they are only two panes 
wide and three high. In between the windows, there are brick chim-
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neys, seven feet, two inches wide. At ceiling height each side is stepped 
back three inches in a like number of brick courses. Nine courses be
low the peak of the room each side of the chimney is narrowed nine 
inches. At the top the last three courses, all around, are stepped out 
a total of three inches. There is no basement and the foundation of 
the entire structure is of shaped gray limestone. The beams and joists 
under the living portion of the house which can be seen because a 
furnace was installed in recent years, are a foot in diameter. Some logs 
still retain their bark, hewn only to receive the floor. The similarity 
of the logs and the slope of the roof indicate all of the existing building 
was constructed at the same time. The six by ten joists, 30 inches on 
center, supporting the second floor are smoothly hewn. About one 
inch from the bottom they are decorated with a neatly cut groove. 
There are fireplaces in the two lower rooms.

Today there is one outbuilding framed with logs, and a well, 
capped with cement, a short distance from the front of the house. Mrs. 
Frank Read remembers some slave quarters, to the northeast, on 
another knoll.
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A man who worked for Frank Read and lived in the house prior 
to 1900, told how he knew it as a small boy. His description was most 
interesting, and appeared accurate as he remembered where his par
ents, brothers and sisters slept and how the other rooms were used, in
cluding those in another one-story hand-hewn log wing attached to 
the rear. He said there were fireplaces in the upper rooms. His 
recollection of this other building brings back to mind the description 
of Colonel Peyton’s home as being “composed of many disjointed 
parts.”

When the Flemings moved here their only child was Leonard 
Israel, named for his paternal grandfathers. As time went on some 
12 or 13 other children were born, but apparently only the following 
reached maturity: Anne, Eliza, Dorothea, Priscilla, William and John, 
who was born October 8, 1788.3e With his increasing family, his in
come from medicine, official duties and land transactions, particularly 
in Kentucky where at one time he owned more than thirty thousand 
acres,39 it is possible some, if not all, of the additions mentioned by 
Peyton, were made by Fleming.

Writings by or to the Flemings give some insight into the way of 
life at Bell Mont.

In March, 1780, Caleb Wallace wrote Fleming, who was in Ken
tucky, that he had engaged Thomas Delziel, late overseer for Mr. 
Breckinridge, to take care of the “Plantation” the following sum
mer.9 A few years later, while on another trip to Kentucky, Fleming 
wrote his wife wanting to know if she had “any person to take care 
of the Plantation.”9 In various letters there are references to cattle, 
winter grain, corn, oats, peach trees, tobacco, tomatoes, etc.9 The in
ventory of Fleming’s estate lists, among many other things, more than 
a hundred cattle, nine horses, as well as sheep and hogs.40

The most complete information concerning the house deals with 
the library. In a letter41 of that period it is stated Colonel William 
Fleming along with others “ . . . engaged Mr. Gabriel Jones, an 
Englishman, to select for them libraries in London.” No record of 
such a purchase has been found but an inventory was made by Flem
ing9 of 324 volumes on ten shelves. The library contained novels and 
books on many subjects, including medicine, religion, travel, history, 
peerage, astronomy, government, military matters, surveying, mathe
matics, law and reptiles. One was on the Art of Angling. Whether 
this was a complete list at the time it was made is unknown, but he 
wrote of purchasing other books that are not included.9

In letters from Richmond and Williamsburg he writes about pur
chasing certain items and they should help to develop a picture of Bell 
Mont. Among the clothes bought were silk gloves, leather shoes, 
necklaces, umbrellas, lute string (cloth), silk, cloth buttons, Dutch

18



and English blankets, Negro cotton, green persian, tambored muslin, 
dimity, raw silk and everlasting stockings, bonnets, fans, black lace, 
morocco slippers, linen, and a tambored coat. Some of the foods pur
chased were, green tea, “Bag and Kegg,” sugar, allspice, coffee, pep
per, ginger, nutmeg and loaf sugar.42 For the house he writes about 
soap, needles, pins, table cloths, knives, forks, plates, china cups, 
coffee cups, saucers, etc.9

It has been stated Colonel Fleming always wore colonial dress and 
this is substantiated by a list of clothes he carried on a trip to Ken
tucky, which among other things included two ruffled shirts, four 
plain ones, six pairs of stockings, waistcoat and breeches made of 
“Corddu Roy,” leather breeches, shoe and knee buckles, stocks, a fine 
hat and silver spurs.9

An interesting employment contract, made soon after the Flem
ings moved to Bell Mont, is recorded in Deed Book 16, page 167, Au
gusta County. The following is a portion of it:

“Mary Williams—for and in consideration of L-25—hath of 
her own free and voluntary will placed and bound herself as a 
servant to William Fleming—to dwell and continue—for a space 
of 5 years from date—said servant to her Master shall well and 
faithfully serve his lawful commands—and said Master for him
self agrees with Mary that he will—find and provide for her suf
ficient wearing apparel and Diet.”
The references to slaves at Bell Mont are rather few. In 1779,

The Fleming grave on a hilltop some two hundred yards northeast 
of Bell Mont. The tomb today is completely hidden by weeds and 
weed trees.
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Fleming paid LI 100 for a Negro boy named Patrick, about nine years 
old and a Negro girl named Sarah, about seven years of age.43 In 
1790, Patrick Henry, upon the death of his sister, who had been the 
widow of Mrs. Fleming’s brother, wrote suggesting that the slaves in 
her estate be sent to Bell Mont and hired out.9 In the inventory filed 
after William Fleming’s death the following slaves are listed: Milley, 
Cyrus, Duke, Tomy, Jack, Alexander, Harry, Fanny, James, Sal and 
her child Polly.

Our valley was becoming civilized as illustrated by a 1785 letter 
from Mrs. Fleming’s brother, from Viney Grove, Kentucky: “Oh happy 
are you all at Bellmount and the Stone House [near Cloverdale and 
owned at that time by Thomas Madison, the husband of another one 
of Patrick Henry’s sisters] peace smiles upon you and if your little 
children goes out to play you are not afraid of seeing them brought 
in murdered by the Savages.”9

Whether this area was becoming too civilized for the colonel or 
whether it was a desire to look after his large holdings in Kentucky, 
is not known. He did, however, advertise for sale his Glade Creek tract 
and wrote Mrs. Fleming he wanted to talk to her about the sale of 
Bell Mont, for Negroes.9 At another time he wrote of “the Prospect 
I have of removing to a greater distance westwardly.”9 Another rea
son for considering the move could have been economic conditions. 
This is evidenced by a letter he received, while in Kentucky from his 
wife in which she writes “the Sheriffs are distraining all around for 
the tax of 83 and 84. Coming both at once makes it hard on the peo
ple—I have wrote Andrew Lewis to settle the cash part of ours.”9

The only reference to education is mention in Fleming’s journal 
of “Robert Townsend, schoolmaster, 56 shillings 3 pence for 6 months 
teaching of 3 children.”9

In 1778, he advised Governor Patrick Henry “that he had built 
a house of square timber, sixteen by fourteen feet, large enough to 
hold any supplies needed in the Southwestern quarter.” Among the 
items deposited in this structure were one thousand five hundred 
pounds of the best rifle powder and five thousand gun flints.44 While 
Fleming was in Kentucky he wrote his wife in 1780 that “I hope you 
are careful of the stores and allow no embezzlements, but keep an ac
count of whatsoever is taken out of the magazine.” As county Lieu
tenant during the Revolution he was the chief military administrative 
officer of Botetourt. There are numerous letters advising that sup
plies of powder, shot, flints, etc., were being sent him not only for the 
militia of his County but for those further west.9

It would appear that by 1774 our valley was reasonably clear of 
Indians. Nevertheless while on his way to the Battle of Point Pleasant 
he wrote Mrs. Fleming that Colonel Andrew Lewis had assigned three
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men to be guards at Bell Mont.45 At the same time, Mrs. Sarah Henry, 
the mother of Patrick Henry, visited Bell Mont on her way to Scotch- 
town.9

History tells of many hard-drinking men in those days, but one 
of the few references to spirits of any kind is found in a letter from 
Robert Montgomery in 1774 advising Colonel Fleming, who was recup
erating from his wounds, that he was sending “some excedingly good 
French wine.”9

The records show Fleming for many years was a vestryman of 
the Church of England, but there is no doubt whatsoever he was a 
devout Presbyterian. While living in Staunton he was associated with 
the Tinkling Spring Church4« and was later an Elder of Denean,47 both 
Presbyterian. The latter is believed to have been located between Bell 
Mont and Amsterdam. There are many references in his letters— 
sometimes a complete paragraph—in which he stresses the importance 
of his entire family to call on and rely upon the Divine Power. An 
eminent historian48 states the Fleming home was a haven for ministers. 
Two of his daughters were wives of clergymen. The closest reference 
found in Fleming’s letters to a minister being at Bell Mont is “Rev. 
William Mitchell will preach at my house or its neighborhood.”9 

Probably as a result of patriotism resulting from the Revolutionary 
War, the official name of Fincastle was changed to Monroe49 and it was 
from there, in 1795, Mrs. Fleming received the following:9

“It being a custom among freemasons to perform certain cere
monies at the Grave of a Deceased Brother—Your late husband 
having been one of that Fraternity and a member of the Washing
ton Lodge—that Lodge, as well as from duty as inclination wishes 
to conform these usages—provided it meets with the approvation 
of his family.”
Standing on a knoll beside Colonel William Fleming’s grave, re

stored by the Nancy Christian Fleming Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, one sees the remains of his mansion house and 
the rolling acres that were once a part of that Eighteenth Century 
plantation. If one’s eyes should close, it is possible the mist of some 
two hundred years might vanish and suddenly there will be seen the 
outstanding men of the area including General Andrew Lewis, Col
onel William Preston, Colonel George Hancock and many others rid
ing up the path to Bell Mont to make plans for the defense and de
velopment of western Virginia.

REFERENCE NOTES
1 Augusta County Records D.B. 15, p. 243.
2  Henning Statutes at Large VII p. 473.3 Freeman H. Hart The Valley of Virginia in the American Revolution p. 7.4 Botetourt County Records D.B. 1, p. 445.
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Let's All Make Whiskey
“Three months ago this burg had six legally licensed bar

rooms. Now she has two legally licensed ones— but under 
the aliases of ‘sport rooms’ and ‘barber shops’.”

—Wytheville Dispatch

A similar state of affairs exists wherever the so-called prohibition 
law has gone into effect. And such will ever be the result of such a 
measure. In the humble opinion of the Review there is but one way 
to remedy the whiskey evil, to wit: Remove all license and revenue. 
Let it be as free as water. Let every man, woman and child manufac
ture it who choose to.

—Roanoke Saturday Review 
July 10, 1886
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“The Buford Place" for 200 Years

Locust Level
By Mrs. Buford Henderson Kilmer

“Locust Level” is located on the outskirts of the village of Mont- 
vale, once Bufordville, in Bedford County, Virginia.

This historic seat of the Buford family was a grant to Henry Buford 
in 1768 from King George III of England.

Henry was of the fifth generation of Bufords in America. His 
progenitor, Richard, emigrated to Lancaster County in 1635. “He was 
examined by a minister of the Church of England as to his loyalty to 
the King, took the prescribed oath of allegiance, etc., age eighteen,” 
and left Gravesend, England, on his majesty’s ship Elizabeth, August 
1, 1635.

The spelling of the day was extremely careless. Therefore Richard 
is believed to be the ancestor of all the Beauforts, Beaufords, Blufords, 
Buefords and Bufords in America today, the ancestry traced through 
John Beauford of Christ Church Parish, Middlesex County, Virginia.

Henry and Thomas Buford were given adjoining land grants from 
King George III in the beautiful Goose Creek Valley of Bedford County.

Henry’s property lay to the west. He called it “Locust Level,” a 
name descriptive of the terrain and large locust trees which occupied 
what became the lawn of his home.

Thomas’ plantation was promptly named “Holstein,” and the 
records state that Thomas was granted “six thousand six hundred and 
sixty-six and two-thirds acres.”

The records further state that Henry increased his holdings until 
he possessed a large boundary which on the west included Buford’s 
Gap and far to the east the old “Block House.”

This old house was built as a protection against the Indians and 
stood at the extreme eastern end of “Holstein.” Hence it is assumed 
that Henry bought “Holstein” from his brother’s estate, as it was in his 
possession in 1781, at which time General Andrew Lewis, while serv
ing in the Council of States in Williamsburg, became ill and started the 
journey to his home near Salem, “to recruit his health.” His condition

Buford Henderson Kilmer (Mrs. Horace D.) is the granddaughter 
of Capt. and Mrs. Jim Buford, who lived on a farm east of Montvale 
which was a part of the original estate. Her mother, Annie Graham 
Buford, married H. G. Henderson, a Norfolk and Western Railway civil 
engineer.
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worsened en route, and it was necessary for him to find sanctuary. He 
and a company of the gallant soldiers he had commanded at Point 
Pleasant stopped at the old “Block House” on the Holstein Plantation, 
and here in this lovely valley he breathed his life away September 25, 
1781.

Henry Buford was born in Culpeper County, Virginia, September 
19, 1751. He married Mildred Blackburn of Norfolk and prior to the 
Revolution built the first residence at “Locust Level,” a modest frame 
structure surrounded by a wide veranda. Eastward, at a distance of 
some hundred and fifty yards, he had another building erected, con
sisting of two huge rooms, one up and one downstairs, the upper cham
ber to be used for guests and the lower for purposes of entertaining.

Behind the main house stood still another, the “dining room,” 
the main floor of which was used for dining, while overhead a smaller 
room, the chapel, was for the purpose of daily family worship.

In the basement were many shelves, for the storage of wines and 
liquors.

At a little distance to the rear of the dining room loomed the 
large log kitchen with its wide stone fireplace across one end.

All cooking was, of course, done in the fireplace, and until some 
few years ago the original ovens remained. These were iron boxes with 
tightly fitted lids, in which all baking was done.

In a semicircle near the kitchen stood a dozen or so small log 
houses, the slaves’ quarters.

Today the slave house and the kitchen are gone; only the kitchen 
chimney remains.

Henry Buford “was allowed as captain under date of November 
6, 1777, for pay, rations, etc., for his company Bedford County, Virginia, 
“L 388, s, 1 D.” (Archives of Virginia State Militia, December 23, 1776, 
to December 18, 1778.) He was one of the presiding Magistrates of 
Bedford County in 1782 and high sheriff from 1790 to 1795.

Henry Buford died at “Locust Level” December 31, 1814. He is 
buried in the Buford family graveyard at “Locust Level.”

Paschal, the youngest son of Henry and Mildred Blackburn Bu
ford, born February 14, 1791, inherited “Locust Level” from his father. 
He married Frances Ann Otey October 31, 1820. She was the daugh
ter of Major Isaac and Elizabeth Matthews Otey and was born at “Fancy 
Farm,” Bedford County, the home of her maternal grandparents, the 
Matthews.

Paschal Buford commanded a company at Craney Island during 
the War of 1812, and for his service he received the rank of captain.

Shortly after his father’s death, Paschal began plans for a larger 
residence. This required the making and sundrying of brick, all of 
which was done on the place, and the assembling of other materials
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"Locust Level" today. It is but a few yards from U. S. 460 at Montvale.
—Photograph by Oakie Asbury

to his liking. In 1822 the new house was completed.
Architecturally, it was once said, it is “pure Buford.”
The new house was directly east of the original residence. It is of 

solid brick construction; the walls are almost two feet thick; there are 
no stanchions of any kind.

One enters the center hall, on either side of which is a spacious 
parlor, each with a large fireplace at the far end. On both sides of 
the fireplaces, cabinets, called “presses,” extend from chimney to the 
outer walls and from floor to ceiling. The woodwork in the “presses,” 
as in the entire house, is handcarved in detail.

Upstairs are two bedrooms identical in every respect to the par
lors below, and over the front entry way is the “linen room.” So gen
erous are the proportions of this room that it has been used as a bed
room many times during the years.

All windows throughout the house have upper and lower sections of 
louvered shutters which fold neatly into the sides of the windows 
when not in use.

The floors all are of wide board construction with each plank reach
ing the entire length of the room, with no splicing whatever.

At the rear of this house the back porch was built to extend in a 
covered walkway, thus connecting the dining room to the new residence.

Captain Paschal is reported to have remarked when the brick house 
was finally completed that he would use the old frame house of his 
father to house his men guests and sheepherders.
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Captain Paschal Buford fostered and enlarged the aura of south
ern hospitality which had been begun by his father at “Locust Level.” 
He was well and widely known throughout the state.

At all times he wore a large silk bandana, in a triangular fold, 
which passed under one arm with the corners knotted on the other 
shoulder. Members of the family gave various reasons for this ec
centricity. One said it was because it made a handkerchief more con
venient, another that was because “he was Captain Buford and could 
do as he pleased.”

Paschal loved his broad acres, his fat cattle and his blooded horses, 
and was widely known as a farmer and breeder of fine stock.

When the Washington Monument was erected in 1852 and each 
state was requested to send a stone to be used in its walls, Captain 
Buford sent his men and oxen to dislodge the top rock of the Peaks of 
Otter, a balance rock, this pinnacle being part of the view from the 
front lawn of “Locust Level,” and for many years considered the highest 
peak of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The rock was rolled down to the 
valley below and there cut into blocks. One stone of suitable size Cap
tain Paschal had inscribed “From the summit of Otter, Virginia’s loftiest 
peak, to crown the monument to Virginia’s noblest son,” and this he 
sent to become Virginia’s contribution to the Washington Monument. 
It is there today.

Several other sections of the stone were brought to “Locust Level” 
and remain there on the lawn to the present time. One section he sent to 
Bedford, and in one he had two basins chiseled; and it is in the Buford 
family graveyard, a receptacle for flowers.

Paschal Buford’s heart and his hand were with the South in the 
War Between the States, and many Confederate soldiers were nursed 
back to health through his hospitality at “Locust Level.”

By his invitation the wife and daughters of General Robert E. Lee 
spent a summer during the war there, as guests of the Bufords.

The late Douglas Southall Freeman, in his monumental work 
Robert E. Lee, devoted several paragraphs to a later visit paid by Gen
eral Lee and his daughter Mildred.

In 1867 when General Lee was President of Washington and Lee 
University, the General rode “Traveller” and Mildred “Miss Lucy” from 
Lexington to the Peaks of Otter, thence to visit relatives, and on to 
“Locust Level.”

Mildred Lee wrote a detailed account of this visit some years later 
which was published in Captain R. E. Lee’s Recollections and Letters 
of his famous father.

According to this record, after spending the night on the Peaks 
of Otter, General Lee and his daughter visited their relatives, the Bur-
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wells, in Bedford on Sunday, then on Monday resumed their journey 
to “Locust Level.”

Of this visit Miss Mildred wrote: “The Captain in his shirt sleeves, 
received us with open arms and seemed surprised at my full growth 
and said, ‘Why General you called her your little girl and she is a real 
chunk of a gal.’ He showed us his fine Jersey cattle, his rich fields, well 
filled barns and delighted in talking of the time during the War when 
Mama, Mary and Agnes paid him a visit. He overflowed with kindness 
arid hospitality and his table fairly groaned with good things to eat. 
Papa afterwards constantly quoted his original sayings.”

On the Lees’ visits they stayed in the guest house built by Captain 
Henry Buford, which by this time had acquired the name of “The Dance 
Hall,” as the first floor was often used for this purpose.

Ever after the Lees’ first visit when they occupied the upstairs, this 
room has been known as the “Lee room.” This building still stands, but 
it was moved in the early 1920’s to the rear of the brick house and con
nected to it.

The beds slept in by the Lee family are still in use in the same room.
Paschal Buford died at “Locust Level” on July 23, 1875, at the 

place of his birth and home of his long life. He is buried with his par
ents and his wife in the Buford family cemetery there.

His youngest daughter Margaret Letitia, who was almost forty 
years old and still unmarried at the time of his death, inherited the 
home place. His other children had been provided for during his life 
time.

Margaret, known to some of her nieces and nephews as “Auntie” 
(with a broad a) and to others as “Aune Mag,” married Captain Thomas 
N. Cobbs December 27, 1883. He died a few years later.

As a young girl she was considered quite a belle. She was small 
of stature, with raven hair and sparkling black eyes, a ready wit and 
a sharp tongue.

During the Civil War she had devoted all her energies to nursing 
the wounded Confederate soldiers, sewing for and sending packages of 
food and clothing to her brother, other members of the family, in-laws 
and friends who were serving with the Gray.

In later years when the first edition of the Buford Family in Ameri
ca was published, a picture of the Buford Monument in the Gettysburg 
Battlefield appeared in the front of the book, and she would never al
low a copy of the book in her house because General Buford wore the 
Union uniform and she considered him a disgrace to the family.

For many years “Aunt Mag” lived alone at Locust. Level, with 
only her pets for company.

Her peafowls strutted their colorful plumage across the broad 
lawns, her canary birds chirped and sang in their large cages, and
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small dogs scooted from place to place and barked at guests and in
truders alike.

The place ran down to an alarming degree, and in her declining 
years thieves kept a ladder in the garden to enter the upstairs windows 
at night and ransack the rooms.

Finally when she was past eighty years of age, she deeded “Locust 
Level” to her nephew, William Hanson Buford, second son of her oldest 
brother, and persuaded him and his family to live with her.

She died February 24, 1920, and is buried on the land where she 
was born, in the family graveyard.

Mr. Buford made many repairs on the old plantation. He moved 
the “Dance Hall, Lee Room” building to the rear of the brick house to 
make it more convenient for modern living. The dance hall became 
the dining room, and an addition of a modern kitchen was placed on 
the side.

The “old house” built by Henry Buford was in such poor repair 
that it was necessary to have it removed.

William Hanson Buford died January 1, 1935, and his widow 
and family lived on at “Locust Level” until Mrs. Buford’s death in Oc
tober 1951, when it went into the estate for his son and three daughters.

The son, James Lawrence Buford, bought his sisters’ share of 
the property and further improved the house and brought about many 
other changes.

To quote the newspaper Bedford Democrat of July 23, 1959, when 
“Locust Level” had been put up for public auction:

“Deeds are being completed for ten persons who purchased lots 
when historic ‘Locust Level’, homesite of the Buford family for two 
centuries, was put up for sale at auction recently. The home building 
remains in the Buford family. The owner, James L. Buford, could not 
bear to part with the attractive old house.” The article goes on to say 
that Mr. Buford had put everything back in working order, even the 
old spinning wheel.

Much of the original furniture remained in the house, including 
a sideboard, which is one of only three ever made. Another of these 
three is at Mount Vernon.

A rare set of Henry Buford’s china was displayed in the sideboard.
Tradition has it that the dining room chairs, which were also the 

property of Henry Buford, are original Windsor chairs.
James Lawrence Buford died at Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn, 

on October 24, 1963. His widow, the former Frances Turns, and their 
daughter, Kathryn Hanson Buford resided at “Locust Level” until 
1965 when Mrs. Buford sold the historic home and eight acres remain
ing from the original grant to Mr. and Mrs. James T. Howell of Salem. 
An antique shop now is operated in the servants’ quarters. Mrs. Buford 
now lives in Orlando, Fla.
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Society Makes Strong 
Plea For Fincastle

Cover of the striking album used in presentation to Commission.
—Photograph by Jack Gaking

Preservation and restoration of Fincastle—a major project of our 
Society—was urged both verbally and visually at a Virginia Cultural 
Development Study Commission hearing this spring.

President Showalter, Stuart Carter and Robert Woody spoke at 
the March 31 meeting in Roanoke, asking that “the town of Fincastle 
in Botetourt County be given top priority in any state supported or 
state assisted effort to protect, preserve and restore Virginia’s historic 
landmarks.” Mrs. Showalter gave a thorough report, listing the back
ground and activities of the Society and explaining our interest in 
Fincastle.

This served to introduce “The Fincastle Album,” a painstaking, 
hand-created presentation of town history, photographs of principal 
buildings—many in color—including interiors and detail, maps and 
newspaper clippings.

Our fear that Fincastle—almost miraculously remaining much as 
is was a century ago—will be ruined by “progress” was expressed by 
photographs of “modern” towns. Another graphic page showed that
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only two history projects in western Virginia had received any state 
aid, compared with a score farther east.

The album concluded with three dozen letters from western Vir
ginians prominent in many fields, each supporting the Society’s recom
mendation that Fincastle be preserved. Dr. Goodridge Wilson, a lead
ing chronicler of this area’s past, made his plea as a capsule history 
of the town. He wrote:

“The old fashion Virginia court house village was a place 
of distinction. It was a seat of government, county govern
ment of course. Hence it was not as pretentious as a state 
capital, and maybe not as important. But it was where gov
ernment comes closest to the people, and where legal and 
public business of the utmost importance to persons in a coun
ty is transacted . . . Villages like people have personalities 
of their own.

“Since 1770, the year of its birth, Fincastle, seat of a 
county named for a charming gentleman, Norborne Berke
ley, Lord Botetourt, has been a community possessed of singu
lar charm. Perusal of Robert Douthat Stoner’s book, “A Seed 
Bed of the Republic,” does much to explain the nature of 
that charm and the reason for it. And a brief tour of the town, 
with its old churches, its buildings, its homes, its scenic set
ting and general layout will help to get the feel of it.

“Fincastle has always been among the most lovable of 
Virginia’s oldtime court house villages. When it was a wilder
ness settlement of log houses built on land near Miller’s Mill 
that was donated by Israel Christian, known only as Botetourt 
Court House, and when its name was changed to honor a 
genial young nobleman, George Lord Fincastle, son of Lord 
Dunsmore, John Murray, the last royal governor of Virginia, 
the village was the seat of government for a vast territory, 
drained by the James, the Roanoke, the New, the Holston and 
the Clinch Rivers, and extending to the Ohio and the Missis
sippi.

“Throughout the war for independence, the formative 
period of the United States government, the ante-bellum man
ner of life in the South and the War Between the States, Fin
castle developed in culture, in gracious living, in solid busi
ness and strong citizenship.

“With due allowance for inescapable changes in living 
conditions it is much the same now as it was 100 years ago.”
Many members and friends of the Society contributed to “The 

Fincastle Album” in addition to Mrs. Showalter and Anna Lawson, 
executive secretary, they included R. D. Stoner, Frances Lewis, J. R.
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Hildebrand, Clare White, Edmund Goodwin, Priscilla Young, George 
Kegley, Maurice Wright and Frances Niederer. It was sent to James 
W. Moody, director of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 
whose task it will be to designate areas in the state for protection and 
preservation.

Since the Commission hearing, efforts have continued to bring 
Fincastle to public attention. A Botetourt group is working with the 
manager of Hotel Roanoke on regular tours of the town for visitors, 
especially conventioneers. Mr. Hildebrand has prepared an enormous 
map, adorned with color snapshots by Mrs. Goodwin of early buildings 
still standing, which has many display potentials. The Fincastle Herald 
has printed a “history edition” which makes an excellent sightseeing 
guide. It also includes advertisements from years gone by. And the 
Botetourt museum, open Saturdays from 11 to 4, continues to attract 
visitors.

“With so much constructive activity in its behalf there is every 
reason to hope that Fincastle will soon receive the state-wide recog
nition that it deserves,” Mrs. Showalter says.

Election of Officers
Mrs. English Showalter was re-elected president and Susan Burks 

Williams was announced as the new executive secretary of the Roanoke 
Historical Society at the annual meeting June 21 at Cherry Hill.

Shields Johnson was elected vice 
president, J. R. Hildebrand, secretary, 
Paul S. Stonesifer, assistant secretary, 
and James D. Richardson, treasurer, 
were re-elected.

Mrs. Edmund P. Goodwin and James 
L. Trinkle were elected to the board and 
29 directors were re-elected.

Mrs. Williams succeeds Anna Lo
gan Lawson, who has joined the press 
relations staff of Hollins College after 
a year’s service with the Society. 
Washington Heights Elementary School 
in Roanoke. She and her husband, Er
nest Ray Williams, live at 3643 Lake 
Drive, S.W., Roanoke County.

Mrs. Williams, a native of Bedford, 
is a graduate of Randolph-Macon Wo
man’s College and a former teacher atMRS. WILLIAMS
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The Society Takes Fifth

Members entering Greyledge, the fine comfortable home of Sen. 
Stuart Carter.

—Photograph by Clare White

What has perhaps become the Society’s most-participated-in ac
tivity was a happy thing again this year.

The fifth annual tour of historical homes and places aimed for 
eastern Botetourt and southern Rockbridge counties on Saturday, May 
13, and the 145 members and guests who filled four busses enjoyed 
another trip into history.

Five leisurely stops were made and dozens of other points of his
tory were identified by member-guides on each bus. First visit was to 
Lauderdale, substantial home built almost 200 years ago on land 
patented in 1742, now the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Donald D. Barnes. 
Then came Beaverdam, the fine old brick home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Wickline. The tour entered the town of Buchanan to call at the Com
munity House, once the general offices of the James River Company
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Annual Tour Into History

First stop on the tour was at Lauderdale, residence of Dr. and 
Mrs. Donald D. Barnes.

—Photograph by Clare White

whose James River and Kanawha Canal reached that precise point 
from Richmond before it succumbed to the railroads.

The tour dipped into Rockbridge to see famed Forest Tavern, now 
the home of Mrs. Marion Whittington, and then paused long at Grey- 
ledge where host Stuart Carter proudly displayed Indian artifacts, and 
members admired what is probably the finest view from any fronc 
porch in this part of the country.

A scheduled luncheon on the shore of Greyledge Lake was moved 
to a nearby community house because of threatening weather—but 
it was held outside anyhow, as the rains disappeared.

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund P. Goodwin handled all arrangements, a 
most difficult and time-consuming chore.



Early Lutherans 
In Western Virginia

(“The Lutheran Church in Virginia, 1717-1962,” a history 
of the growth of Lutheranism in the state by the Rev. William 
Edward Eisenberg, D.D., Winchester, was published in Feb
ruary, 1967. Excerpts from the 731 -page history, printed by 
J. P. Bell Co., Inc., Lynchburg, appear here with the permis
sion of the author and of Virginia Synod, Lutheran Church in 
America.)
Lutheran settlers came to Virginia in 1717. Their arrival was, as 

a matter of fact, an accident rather than an act of deliberate choice. 
Their decision to leave their German homes along the Rhine—in the 
Palatinate, in Alsace and other adjacent districts—had been occasioned 
both by the beckoning allurements of America and by the hardships 
of religious wars and antagonisms at home. Their eager desire was 
to accept William Penn’s invitation to share the religious liberty pro
mised by his colony, an invitation to freedom which had been adver
tised widely throughout their native communities. But circumstances 
beyond their control intervened and they were led to Virginia instead. 
As newcomers they came with plans frustrated and dreams blown 
away by fateful ocean winds.

From the Potomac southward into Augusta County the homes of 
pioneer settlers dotted the virgin valley by 1750. Here and there clus
ters of cabins marked the beginning of towns and villages in embryo. 
At the middle of the century immigration continued its steady flow. 
Hundreds of Germans arrived by way of the port of Philadelphia and 
a subsequent sojourn of a few weeks or a few years in Pennsylvania. 
Many of these adhered to the Lutheran Church.

No one knows how long is the roll of Lutheran patriots who fought 
and bled in the struggle for national independence. But taken as a 
whole, the Valley Lutherans gave an honorable account of themselves 
in manpower, in materials, and in support of morale. Besides those who 
rallied around Peter Muhlenberg were many who marched with Daniel 
Morgan to Boston and Quebec, or who followed commanders such as 
Adam Stephen, Horatio Gates and Charles Lee, all from Berkeley 
County, or Andrew Lewis, from Botetourt.

The Revolution brought an end to Eighteenth Century German 
immigration. The “Hessians” who remained in America after serving 
in the British armies may be considered as exceptions. Those taken at 
Burgoyne’s surrender were placed in custody of General Morgan, who 
brought many of them to camps in Virginia. At Winchester they were
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Remains of the original Zion Church still standing beside U. S. 
Route 11 between Roanoke and Salem.

put to work as carpenters, stonecutters and masons, where they built 
from the abundant limestone numerous homes, barns and stone fences.

The war years brought a restlessness to the frontier, a restless
ness that the issues of the conflict, unresolved until Yorktown, could 
not keep from propelling into motion. A way to the west beyond the 
mountains had been opened up and the lure of Tennessee and Kentucky 
could not be resisted. Men were on the move. And the Wilderness Trail 
led up the Shenandoah Valley.

The New River Settlement of the early 1740’s was made by Luth
eran pioneers, the first white settlers across the Alleghenies in Vir
ginia. There is reason to believe that a congregation existed among these 
wilderness exiles prior to 1165, though the claim to origin of new St. 
Peter’s Church (two miles northwest of present Blacksburg) goes back 
no further than 1775.

Following the Indian wars, but before the Revolution’s fighting 
began, the compelling and contagious trek to lands beyond the moun
tains was on. Not all adventurers reached the Tennessee or Kentncky 
destination of their dreams. Some were captivated by the country 
through which they passed. They found streams and lands that satis
fied them in Southwest Virginia. Many German Lutherans thus made 
their homes in Wythe, Smyth and Washington counties. They were 
soon joined by other brethren who came into the area from North 
Carolina.

As a permanent result of this movement to the west, St. Paul’s 
Church, three miles northeast of Rural Retreat, stands to bear witness.
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It is the oldest Lutheran congregation west of New River, claiming 
1776 as its birthdate.

All congregations existing prior to 1785 had but scant pastoral 
oversight. This fact serves well to emphasize the soul-hunger, the un
wavering determination and stubborn perseverance of the pioneer 
forefathers, who sought out new homes, subdued the wilderness, plant
ed the church and added strength and courage and moral fiber to the 
soul of the nation.

The formation of Roanoke County from Botetourt did not occur 
until 1838. For a century the area had been sparsely settled. Earliest 
pioneers built their cabins there in the 1740’s, it is true, and Andrew 
Lewis, of Point Pleasant fame, took up his Richfield plantation in 1765. 
But there was no village until Salem was incorporated in 1806.

Big Lick, first chartered in 1874, underwent a nominal operation 
in 1882, and two years later was incorporated as the City of Roanoke 
(January 31, 1884).

This portion of Botetourt was a crossroads. Thousands of new 
home seekers came and went. Settlers who journeyed up the Valley 
of Virginia had to decide whether to bear right and continue to Ten
nessee or to Cumberland Gap and Kentucky, or to bear sharply to the 
left and go to the Greensboro area of North Carolina. If they took an 
in-between course they headed for the Moravian settlement at Salem, 
N. C. Many of them, as time went along, found the valley of the Roa
noke entrancing, and here they became rooted.

The earliest German pioneers were dispersed so widely that their 
identity became quickly lost. Those Lutherans who settled in the area 
between Roanoke and Salem were clustered together in a little group 
of some twenty families. That figure, at least, was their size in 1805, 
when J. G. Butler reported on them. Here lived families by the names 
of Muller (Miller), Braun (Brown), Gerst (Garst), Stattler (Stotler), 
Hartman and others, who could always be counted upon for their hos
pitality to travellers through the region. Paul Henkel enjoyed the 
welcome of their homes as he went to and fro.

Unlike conditions in counties farther west, where rough log 
churches were built soon after settlement, in this area of Botetourt, 
the Lutherans did not erect any church immediately. Again, calling 
on J. G. Butler’s 1805 testimony, that travelling preacher conducted 
services at Jacob Miller’s, presumably within his home, or in his barn.

The 1809 list of churches bears witness to the fact that Zion Church, 
Roanoke, was then in existence as a congregation. Its date of organi
zation is not known. But what is definitely known about it is that the old 
church, still standing though unused for seventy years, was built in 
1826 and was the congregation’s first house of worship. Zion was 
mother church to Lutherans of Roanoke County.
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The Roanoke County area, after embarking upon a slow start in 
obtaining population, soon went to the opposite extreme of witnessing 
a tremendous influx of people. This did not occur until the close of 
the Civil War, however. Prior to that time life moved along in ordinary 
routine. There was a notable exception in 1847. That year the Lutheran 
pastor at Zion and Pine Grove congregations, Gideon Scherer, and a 
layman from Zion Church, Michael Miller, acting with remarkable 
vision and foresight, succeeded in bringing Virginia Collegiate Insti
tute [now Roanoke College] to Salem. There were no inducements from 
town or community in offers of land or money, apart from Scherer and 
Miller’s enthusiastic endorsement. Those two worthies deserve to be 
nominated as patron saints by the Salem and Roanoke Chambers of 
Commerce, because the school that they brought to town was the first 
concrete realization in brick and mortar of the prophetic future they 
envisioned.

Roanoke County, insofar as the development of the Lutheran 
Church in Virginia is concerned, offers the best illustration of the 
gamut of changes that has taken place. The pioneer planting of a Ger
man congregation such as Zion, gave way first of all to the transition to 
the English language. Zion survived the transition, but Pine Grove 
Church, founded in 1845, may be regarded as a second generation 
church. Other churches came into being: College Church (Salem, 
1852), Kittingers (Back Creek, 1868), St. Mark’s (Big Lick, 1869), 
Cave Spring (1871), and Lowry’s Chapel (1872). College Church ex
cepted, these were normal rural churches, typical of their time. Roa
noke City’s growth soon altered their situation and drew their members 
into the orbit of St. Mark’s Church and four other newly established 
urban congregations. These congregations were St. James (Vinton, 
1889), Washington Heights (1892), Southview (1895), and New Zion 
(1897).

Shiloh Church, still another congregation, was admitted to Synod 
in 1862. It was served by S. R. Smith and apparently founded by him. 
Its location is believed to have been near the Montgomery line. It was in 
existence for at least twenty years, being supplied by Peter Shickel 
in 1882.

Pine Grove, located near the present junction of Highways 220 
and 119, succumbed in 1891. Many of its members moved to St. Mark’s. 
Zion Church gave place in 1897 to New Zion, situated at a poor loca
tion near the winding McVitty Road. Its inaccessibility doomed it to 
failure. It merged in 1920 with College Church.

Cave Spring congregation existed until 1881 and was continued 
for another decade as a preaching point.

Lowry’s Chapel, near the junction of Peter’s Creek and Cove Roads, 
a union venture, included a number of former members of Zion
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Church, who had been worshiping at this new location since 1872. A 
few miles nearer Roanoke there had been established, in 1892, a con
gregation at Washington Heights. It was the result of preaching mis
sions conducted by Oliver C. Miller, St. Mark’s pastor, and C. Armand 
Miller, College Church pastor.

Through the influence of W. S. McClanahan, whose home and or
phanage were in the Southview district, Washington Heights members 
first transferred to Lowry’s Chapel, after which, in 1895, Lowry’s 
Chapel removed to the newly built Southview Church. Southview 
Church in time sold its property to the Southview Public School, its 
members uniting with Emmanuel Church (1922), or with St. Paul’s 
Church (1913). The proceeds from the sale of its property were divided 
between these two congregations.

St. James, Vinton, organized by J. E. Bushnell, worshipped in a 
frame building erected in 1891. This congregation never received ade
quate pastoral care. A victim of inattention, its remaining members 
merged with St. Mark’s in 1923.

Kittinger’s, Back Creek, dwindled in membership but continued in 
existence until 1959, when its name was removed from the synodical 
roll.

Virginia Heights congregation (Christ Church), organized in 1916 
by the Synodical Missionary Superintendent, had thirty charter mem
bers, of whom fourteen were from St. Mark’s Church. This shuffling 
and reshuffling of membership came to a temporary halt after 1922 
and the establishing of Emmanuel Church. All these congregations by 
and large were members of the Roanoke County Parish.

A static condition prevailed for the next quarter century. Follow
ing World War II and renewed growth, a new era of missions arrived. 
The problem now changed from urban to suburban. Trinity Church 
was started on Williamson Road in 1947; St. Paul’s underwent rebirth 
in 1948; two missions, St. Philip and St. John, were begun in the old 
parish domains of Southview and Cave Spring Churches, respectively; 
and in the older city Christ Church, St. Mark’s and Emmanuel each 
erected new edifices on new locations without leaving old parish bounds.

Roanoke County today has eight Virginia Synod congregations, 
and one congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
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Saddlebags and Bank Ledgers
Indian relics, Big Lick bank ledgers, church histories, early rec

ords, photographs, saddlebags and a variety of objects from the past 
have been given or loaned to the Roanoke Historical Society Museum.

Receiving, cataloguing, filing, storing and preserving acquisi
tions have involved many hours of work for Mrs. English Showalter, 
president, Anna Lawson, executive secretary, Mrs. Edmund P. Good
win, Mrs. Kemper Dobbins and others in recent months. Determin
ing what is valuable, what is worthless and what requires special 
treatment has been a demanding task.

Over in Fincastle, the new Botetourt museum in an old building

This is part of a room furnished in the Fincastle museum since its 
opening. The Gothic stove was saved from a burning house in 1870 
by an aunt of the donors, the Misses Ruth and Irene Bigler.
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has been enlarged through the diligence of Rollin Smith, the curator, 
who has refinished a third room.

Items from the post-Civil War period have been contributed re
cently to the Botetourt branch where Smith says, “we try by showing 
the personal effects of past citizens to give our guests a more poignant 
and personal feeling for history in general. The guests seem to find 
objects less than 100 years old as interesting as ancient ones.”

Misses Ruth and Irene Bigler donated a Cathedral stove (American 
Gothic circa 1865) which was cast at Pattonsburg, now Buchanan. The 
Alderson family gave a candle snuffer mentioned in the will of John 
Alderson, an early Baptist preacher in Botetourt County. And Mrs. 
Frances Hart Mann of Washington, D. C., sent personal effects owned 
by her great-great-aunt, Mrs. Harvey Trigg of Botetourt, 1779-1856.

Stuart Carter has collected several interesting objects for the 
Fincastle museum, including gifts from P. W. Stoutamire, who recently 
sold his large James River farm near Gala and moved to Roanoke. 
Stoutamire gave a stage chest with a calf hide cover, lard press, foot 
adz, broad ax, froe, long-handled skillet, bedwarmer, wooden plane, 
a swedge (to set a crosscut saw) and other items.

In Salem, the Society has received two valuable journals of the 
old Bank of Virginia at Big Lick, listing financial transactions from 
1878 through 1881, contributed by J. Holliday and A. R. Kennett and 
B. W. and K. H. Sink.

Mrs. W. S. Russell, daughter of the late Col. J. Sinclair Brown, and 
her husband have given a sizeable collection of arrowheads, spear 
points, axes and other Indian artifacts, which will require professional 
evaluation.

W. Darnall Vinyard of Vinton has loaned a burlap-bound copy 
book used by Thomas D. Wood in 1832, patents signed by Thomas Jef
ferson and Benjamin Harrison and other important papers.

Through C. P. Blair, retired vice president of the Norfolk and 
Western, railroad passes, freight receipts, pictures and other articles 
over 100 years old were given by the N&W. Mrs. Joseph A. Turner 
gave books and pamphlets collected by her late husband at Hollins 
College. Mrs. Nelson Francis contributed a metronome, silver cigar 
cutter and other items owned by her father, E. M. Funkhouser, in the 
early 1900’s.

Mrs. Elsie Carroll, a former Roanoker, sent a butter press and 
old clothing from Florida. Mrs. Randolph Frantz and J. P. Lawson 
gave an iron mortar and pestle and a stone crock from Floyd County.
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