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The Eagle Staff 

Presents 

W i ll is High School 

From <iLPfiEI 

To 0©€GA 

In Tl1e Eagle 1962 
Willis High School 

Willis, Virginia 



To Mrs. Alden Frazier and Miss Nola Shelo r 

Mrs. Alden Frazier ... affab l e , self -possessed, and 
capable . 

We Pay Tribute 

2 

Miss Nol a She lor ... candid , vi vacious , and resou rc eful. 

Your l oyal ty t o th e b est in ter est s of 
Willis High ... your sympath etic under­
stand ing of the probl ems of youth ... a nd 
your l eadersh ip and counsel in so many 
phases of school a c tiviti es have end e ared 
y ou to a ll st u d ents . 

With g ra ti t ud e , w e THE EAGLE St aff 
of Willi s H ig h Schoo l, d e dicat e t h e 1962 
edition of THE EAGLE t o y ou . 



WE, THE STAFF OF THE 1962 EAGLE OF WILLIS HIGH 

SCHOOL, would like to express our deepest gratitude and 

appreciation to ... 

MRS. LURA PHLEGAR for h er generous aid in editing 

the history of our school and her unflagging efforts 

to make the history accurate and reliable. . 

MISS LINDA NOLEN who gave unstintingly of her 

time and talents to compile and edit the story of 

W.H .S. through research, letters , intervi ews , 

and unceasing devotion ... 

THE ALUMNI OF W. H. S. for making this last edition 

of THE EAGLE possible through their cooper-

ation ... 
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THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF W .H.S. ·and its 

graduates who have supported and encouraged our 

publications in these final editions. . . 

THE FACULTY OF W .H.S., past and present, who 

have performed so many invaluable services in 

compiling THE 1962 EAGLE. 

THE STUDENTS OF W.H.S., the Type w riting II 

class which compiled the information received 

from the alumni, those who handled orders for 

publications, supplied necessary information, 

and aided in contacting the alumni. 

TO ALL THESE, we can only extend our deep grati­

tude and our wish that this publication will mean as 

much to them as to the Editorial Staff. 
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ALPHA TO OMEGA- from beginning to end-this is the 
story of Willis High School and of those who were 
associated with her as students, as teachers , and as 
friends. 

A LIBRARY OF VOLUMES REPRESENTS THE HISTORY 
OF WILLIS HIGH SCHOOL, encompassing the scope of 
the school from its birth in 1917 to its demise in 1962 . 

' -

I: : _ -

Each vol ume represents a year in the course of its 
existence. 

THE FINA L VO LUME O F THE HISTO RY OF W ILLI S H IGH 
SCHOOL wil l be used to fill the l ast niche in the library. 
Throughout this record of the past and present we have 
attempted to pay tribute to o u r alma mater. 

Among the hills of the great southwest 
Is a high school we always love the best. 
She spares no time nor efforts small 
To be faithful to us when'ere we call .. 
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Willis High School 

1917 1961 

HISTORY 

RESUME .......•.. ••. .• • ..• • .••.••••••.•.•. •••.. ••.••.•.••.•••••••. •• .•.••.•.••• • . ... •.••. •• .• • .. .•• . 6 

MEMORIAM· · · · • · · · · · • • · • · · · · • · · · · · · • · · · · • • · · • • • • • • · · • • · .•. .••••. • .•••..•••••.... •• .•••.••.• •••••• ..• 33 

GRADUATING CLASSES . .. ..••....••..•.••..••. • ••..• ••••• •.•.•••..•••• •••.• ••••...••••. . ••••••.•• •• . •• 34 

1920-21, 1924-25, 1927 -28 
1928 - 29, 1929 - 30 
1930-3 1, 1931-32 
1932 -33, 1935-36 
1936 - 37, 1937-38 
1938-39 , 1940-41 
194 1-42, 1942-43 
1946 - 47, 1947 - 48 
194 8 - 49, 1949-50 
1950-5 1, 1951-52 
1952 - 53, 1953-54 
1954-55, 1955 - 56 
1956-57, 195 7 - 58 
1958-59, 1959 - 60 
1960 -61, 1961-62 

DIRECTORY •.•••••.•••....••.•....••••..••••••••...•••••••.•••••••.•.•••••.•• ••.. .••.•• •..•••.•• (insert) 

A lumni 
Faculty 

Ll_i · ... ~ 

THESE FORTY-FOUR YEARS of Wi llis High School's 
histor y will be summarized throughout the following 
section. The li fe of Willis High School will be revealed 
from her conception to her maturity. 

W. H. S. 's MAT URITY was reached through many pains­
taking years of devotion, devotion of all those connected 
with the school. This is the record o f their accomplish­
ments , their activities, and the ir ultimate successes. 
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A School was born lived grew 
In t he year 1913, a solitary tract of land l ay on the 

west side of Hylton, Virginia, near the post office. This 
land had an undemanding past but a challenging future -
it was to be the basis of education in this community for 
the next forty-five years . 

The development of thi s educational system shows 

theprogressionfrom the private Mountain Normal School 

to the public institution whi ch functioned laboriously 
until it closed its doors to destiny in nineteen hundred 
and sixty -two . 

Typical future teachers pose ne ar the Normal donn itory. 
Notice that the brick 11 basem e nt 11 was above the ground . 

Tne past was formulated in th e summer of 188 2 w hen 

Professor John B. Wrightsman from Bridgew ater College 
of Virginia purchased t w o and one-fourth acres of l and 
from H.P. Hylton, a Breth em mini st e r in \Nill is. Professor 
Wrightsman worked as a represe ntati ve of Bridgewater in 
organi zing and est a bli shing the Mountain Normal School. 

H e obtained a charter from th e college on October 18, 

1883 , giving him the authority to es t ablish a branch 

coll ege . 

Notice that the ad says that Professor Rutrough wou ld be present at 

the be ginning of th e term. The professor taught at one-room schools 
during the winte r so as to assure e l igib l e students for the spring and 
summer terms of the Normal. Sometimes the one- room school term 
would not be over by the time the Normal was scheduled to open. 
When this occurred , Professor Rutrough had someone else open the 

Normal and run it until he could get there to ta ke over. 

For several years the school prospered, but a heavy 
debt on the property and miscellaneous expenses prompted 
Professor Wrightsman to organize a company of stock­

hold ers. The property was sold by shares to these stock­
holders and expenses were temporarily met. The 
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m anagement fa i I e d and the stockholders took over the 

property whil e Professor Wrightsman continued to direct 
the school. Not l ong afterward, the school failed a lto­

gether because of mounting expenses . 



and died. 

The dormitory was situat ed on the 
north side of th e Normal building and 
ran from east to west. It was four 
stori es tall with a full-si zed basement 
and attic. T h e attic was used as a 
Masonic Lodg e Hall until 1904 when 
other arrang e ments we re mad e . 

Idleness followedwitha family's living in the dormi­

tory until Haden Rutrough bought the institution in 1890. 
Professor Rutrough ran the Normal successfully each year 

forterms beginning about March 1 or after the one-room 

school (located on the hill near the present Willis Ceme­

tery) had completed its term, and going on until July 1. 

Its chief objective was to train teachers. Then, by asso­
ciating the public one -room school of five months with 
the spring and summer term of the private Mountain 
Normal, the younger generation of the day was able to 

get a fairly adequate education. 
In the midst of this prosperity, Professor Ru trough and 

Professor R. E. Altizer, who was also an instructor at the 

Norm al, had a disagreement. Professor R utrough moved 

his students into t wo rooms of the dormitory and continued 

to teach, while Professor Altize r taught hi s required term 

in the Normal building. 
In 1906, the one-room sc hool became a graded 

school and was moved to the l ower t wo rooms of an old 
store bu i 1 ding which stood on the south side of the 
Mountain Normal building. The term was l engthened to 
seven 1nonths. 

A few years after this happened, the Normal was 

forced to close because other new schools had sprung up 

and it was no long er adequate for meeting new state re­

quirements. 

1909 student body pose near Normal dorn11tory . First row: Revere nd Ut t , Juli an Rutro ugh, 
1 

Ruth VVi lliams, C l ara Rutrough , ---·- _ - · _, 

S1anc e Steelwell, , Ad a Rutrough, Murry Po ff. Second row: Mr. Finch, Clyde Wade, All en Phill ips, Mamie Akers , Dr . Hoback, Mrs. Rutroug h, 

Haden Rutrough, Lilli e Bolt Hubbard, Pe arl Lawrence , Len a Quesen berry, Jean Alt ize r , Burnice Philli ps, C l eve Rutrough , Maude Howell, Edna. W1 l1 1ams . 

Third row: Pearl Sutphin, , D ella Quesenberry, 
1 

Lacy Pratt, Wilber Hy lton , Nora Phillips , El mer Turman,. L avonia h.e :th , 

------' Ros e Hollandswo rth, N ancy Willis , Harry Conduff , Nanny Agnew . Fourth row: Alva Dickerson , Cl ara Ratli ff , Herman A l tl zer , 

Ha ver Hylton, Waitman Wad e , Ka te Dickerson , Hub e rt Quesenb e ny, Grace Weddle, , Nola Dick erson, Lovzcna Emberson, Be ll Hylton, Jess 

Rutrough, Berti e De!-!ea rt, Ja c k Stover. Fifth ro w: Lac l< y Sh e lo r, El bert Weddl e , Doll y Hongate , Marian More , Li zzy Epperly, Pat Nixon, Emma Wedd le, Ja be 

Harmon, Libby Hylton, Emory Helms, Maggy H arri s, Logan Keith, Etta Hylton . 



The school board also notified the community that a 
ne w building would have to be erected if the graded 
school ·w ere to receive any more state aid. 

The seventh grade class of the graded school had an 
enrollment of sixteen at this time. The community of 
Hylton (later Willis) was at loss to know what to do w ith 
these students the next year . Mrs. Emma V. Wi lli s and 
Mrs . Lura Phlegar each had a son in this class. They did 
not favor sending them away to get a high school edu -
cation . Accordingly , they went to work at getting the 
community together to di scuss the need for a high school. 
M eanwhile, these sixteen students repeated the seventh 
grade. 

The re sult of these women 's efforts was the organiza­
tion of the Willis Community League in 1916, with W. G . 
Donnelly as president. The League met and agreed that 
a high school was c e rtainly needed, but they had no idea 

This site , bounded by a gray stone , an oak t ree , and 
two flat rocks , was purc hased from Mrs. Lura A. Phlegar 
by S . G. Conduff for $300. Mr . Conduff donated the part 
on which the high school now stands to the school board, 
but the deed was not s igned until 1923. In the lat er 
years, Mr. Conduff' s house, on the southern part of the 
land, wa s torn do wn and Willis students were allowed to 
us e thi s plot as a playground until it was recently so ld. 
The Willis building was contracted by Lather A. Hylton 
who, w ith his crew of eight men, hurriedly put up a 
two-story, four-room structure with an auditorium whic h 
had a se ating c apacity of 250. 

Th e ori 9 i n a.l :0: orn1al b ui l c.l in 9 as i t st an ds tO ­
Jay \\'CSt 0 11 route 22 ! , J llS l inside the \V illi s 
li n1 i ts . It is no\\' O \'.' n o...'J by Ha rry Ke i th oi 
\V il!i s . 

The Normal was sold at public 
auctio n and bought by W. A. 
Slaughter w ho tore down the dormi -
tory because of an in efficient flu e . 
The original Normal building st ill 
stand s and is owned by Harry Keith. 

that they would ev e r be ab l e to fin an c e one. The 
members were discouraged but a brav e few struggled on 
and managed to raise $1, 500. The county sc hool board 
and the state came to th e rescue and Willis High was 
beginning in th e minds and hearts of Willis c iti ze ns . 

The school and el ec tori al board met three t i m es 
before a suitabl e sit e for the high school was believed to 
have been found. The first meeting pertaining to the 
high school was held on D e cem.ber 3 1, 1914. At this 
meeting, the need for a high school was agreed upon. 
At a May 4, 1915, meeting, an appropriate location on 
the hill 400 yards from the present e l ementary building 
was discussed a nd approv e d. Then, on March 15, 1917, 
the school board repealed these plans. A coin promise 
was reached and the present sit e of Willis High was 
sel ected . 

Ca ll of deed to l and on whi c h Will is H igh School now stands . 
Located on th e northwest sid e of th e school and l a id at a cost 
of $4 . SO. 
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Top rig ht: VJhen work w as f irst be g un o n W . H . S . Suppli es we re t ra nspo rt e d 
by \\' ::t gon from Christ ian sburg. 
C e nter righ t : A s work prog ressed on W il li s High. Lath er A . Hy l ton was th e 
contrac to r with h is c re w o f e ig ht men . The crew n1e n1b e rs are tho ught to 
be Wa lt e r Ke ith , Gus M aybeny , Le vy Wade , Pa t W hitlow , Edw in Hy lton, 
" Pink" May b erry, G eorge Spenc e , and J im S pe nc e . 
Lower ri ght: W ill is H igh a s it looked o n o pening day in 19 17 . 

The school w a s r ecognized and open e d Septembe r 3, 
1917, w ith th e R everend A.F. Tobler as principal. The 
corn e rston e w as laid on this La bor D ay by the H y lton 
Masonic Lodge of Willi s . A c e lebra tion was held in honor 
of the occasion a nd Mr. J. H. Powers, a Missionary Baptist 
minister, was r e cognized in the Lodg e minutes as " sp e ake r 
of the d ay ." 

With this dramati c b eginning and much preparation, 
the first school year was l a unched w ith approx imate ly 
t wenty-two students , mostly girls, e nroll e d. There we re 
fiv e faculty m e mbe rs forth.is op e ning session. Th e 
ensuing ye ars shall b e d iscussed on th e follow ing p ag es 
w ith no m e anful pre judice or slight. Th ey will b e grouped 
chronologically with some discuss e d separa t ely and othe rs 
c ombined. The sub-topics are to b e your guid es. 

•• 

J . 

.. 
T h e co rn ersto n e wh ic h now re sts in the lo w e r c o rne r o f th e west wing o f th e main bu ildi ng . 
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Basketball pl ayer of 1923. This was th e ir 
basketball court unt il the e l em entary 
gym was provided in 1939. 

1919-1920 

First gra du a ting class at work in la bora tory. Left to 
right: Ri ne r Willi s , She rman Weeks , H un t e r Ak ers, 
Pro fessor McDon a ld, an d Joe Po ff . 

Classroom m embers pose arom1d Prof cssor S .] . 
Thom pson's d e sk . 

1917-1918 
1918-1919 

R eve re n d A .F. T ob l e r, first princ i pal 
o f W illi s Hi g h Sc hool. 

Equipment was purchased by the Community League as they could pay 
for it. This equipment included $400 worth of chairs for the aud itorium in 
1918, and in 1919, a $450 piano which is still in us e . 

The high school enrollment passed the 100 mark on January 3, 1918, but 
this a l so included the grades . 

Out-of-county speakers w ere pres e nt at a sp e cia l w ar saving s program 
held at W.H.S. Saturday night, July 6. 

The Community Le ague gave a repeat performance of "Miss Topsy 
Turvy" in the school auditorium on Friday, D ec e mb e r 27, at 7:30 P.M. The 
proceeds went for the purpose of paying on the $50 d e bt on the auditorium 
seats . They gave another play, "The School Ma'am," on February 23, for 

the same purpose. 

W.H.S. opened Monday, S e ptemb e r 23 for the 1918-1919 

school year. 

Withtheseaccomplishments and t w o years of prospero_us 

growth behind, Willis High School w as ready to fulfill h e r duties 

to the utmost and set higher goals for herself and her students the 

next year . 

One of the high school's main goals was to 
b ecome better equipped and better abl e to serve 
h er s tud e nt s. This was begun with the 1920 
d ecision to excavate the basement for use as a 
la bo ra t ory . This was done at a cost of $700. 
Then, by using both the laboratory and the 
audi torium as classrooms, th e struggle began to 
ga in th e recog ni t ion of a full-cr edited, four-y e ar high school. 

Som e of the courses av a i 1ab1 e to the students were Latin 
F r e_ nc h, alg ebra, plain and solid geometry, English literature'. 
~nc1 ent and European history, and biology. Outside activities 
mclud ed tennis and bask etball. 

A lin e of students ready to enter school for the day 's work. Whe n th ey a rri v ed , th e y 
ltned up outside and all marc hed in together . 
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The 19 24 bask e t ball team in u n ifo rm. 



1920-1921 
Though her foundation w as strong, Willis High was 

almost shaken in the spring of 1921. It looked for w eeks 

a s if the school's goals were lost when rhe county school 
board notified the community that the school would have 
to close at the end of seven months becaus e of a shortage 

of funds with which to pay t eache rs ' salaries . The Board 

suggested that she become a junior high school. The 

Community League and teachers saved W. H. S. from this 

fate by running the school themselves the last t wo months 

so that the first graduating class could, indeed,graduate . 

As a result of strong dete rmination, four students gradu­
ated in 1921. 

Their comme ncement was held Jun e 4, S, and 6. The 
senior play, "The Little Clodhopper," was given Saturday, 

Faculty m e n1b ers pose on front steps of th e school. 

Jun e 4, at 8: 00 P. M. The class was so small that other 

Willis students were ask ed to help present the play. On 

Sunday evening, June S, Reverend O.L. Blackwelder of 
Virginia Heights Lutheran Church in Roanoke delivered 
the baccalaureate sermon, "Consid er the Lili es of the 
Field." On Monday evening, June 6, Prof essorW .B . 
Coggin of V. P. I. delivered an address to the graduates. 

The valedictory was given by Joseph Poff; the salutatory, 

Hunter Akers; the laugh-provoking class history, Riner 

Willis; and the c 1 a ss prophecy , Sherman W eeks . As a 
last formal show of affection for their Alma Mater, the 

four boys sang "Goodnight, High School." 

-~-:,\_~ .. -,-.;;;.,. -
I 

W .H . S. aft er the we st \\'i ng was add ed in 19 22 . 

1921-19 22 ld h 
W d 1 th t th ese two rooms wou ave to be 

ith the way pave and the accomplishment proved kno wn all a ong a . h 
possible, the second graduation class was ready to receive add ed to comply with federal regulatwns, sot ey _m~de 
the ir well-earned honors. arrangement s for them on the west side of the bmldmg 

· f. t built The Board had merely put off 
T eachers met Sept emb er S, 1921, and were assigned wh en it was irs • . 

· . t 'l they coul d en 1 is t the physic al and 
positions for the nine months school t e rm with H enry W. tln s venture un i . . 

N 
. . 

1 
.d f th Workman' s Progress Association. 

unl ey as principal. fmancia ai o e 
Tl Ston e was quietly moved to the western 

In 1922, the money was appropriated and an addition 1e corner . . 
d f h

. w i·ng by the crew who did the build ing . 
of t wo rooms was built onto W .H.S, This was near July 8. en o t i s ne w 

. H f Willis was one of th e work ers . 
Plans and specifications we re on display at th e post office Martm a rm on o 

w e eks before work was begun. The school board h ad 
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1922-1923 
Willis High opened for a new term on Septe mber 11, 

1922, with Professor S.J. Thompson as principal. The 
t wo-room addition was not yet completed but the facul­
ty had the hopes that this would be a banner year in the 
history of the school since they had many plans for her 
accomplishments . 

On October 19, a board w alk leading from the front 
of the school to the adjoining land was almost complet ed. 
So, on October 20, the boys were a llowed to leave their 
classes and help finish laying the walk. They w ere se rved 
refreshments by the girls afte r they had finished . 

On October 31, $85.86 was received from a 
Halloween Social. Sixty-five dollars of this amount was 
given to the Community League to help them in their 
debts, most of which had been made for the sc hool's 
benefit . 

Also , in 1922, a well, 132 fe e t deep, was sunk by 
the Community League and a hand water pump install e d 
at a cost of over $200 . 

In the spring, work was begun to secure a local di vi­
sion of the Smith-Hughes D epartment of Vocational 

Agriculture . Th e school board h ad informed the com ­
munity th a t it cou l d expec t n o a id from th em in securing 
thi s department . Some of the sc hool' s patrons refus ed to 
be discou raged a nd b e gan to p u sh th e project . Int e rest e d 
p e rson s carried on corre spondenc e w ith Sta t e Superin ­
t end e nt Hart and Mr . L a n c as t e r a nd found that the 
d e partm e nt cou l d be s e c ur ed i f th e co mmL!l1ity vvould 
back it w ith the n ec e ssary funds a nd if th e county school 
board would approve the l o c a ti o n. Th e school board 
members were approached a nd agreed to locate the 
d e partment at W illis provided that they w ould not b e 
charg e d w ith a n y extr a expen se . 

Now the only problem was to ra is e th e nec essary 
fund s for es tabli shing th e d epa rtm e nt. W i 11 is citizens 
circulat e d a su b sc ription paper and r e c e ived over $500. 
This w a s not e nough but th e state department supported 
the community and helped th e m to e r ec t the pre sent 
agricul ture bui lding on the Cottage Plan in th e summer 
of 1923. Throughout the n ext f ew years contributions 
were mad e to the Building Fund by various organizations 
and th e $ 1,200 d e bt was paid off by May of 1925. 

W.A . H. S . afte r Agri c ulture bu ild ing was added to the sc hoo l g ro unds . 
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19 2 3 -1 92 4 

W ith pressur e s a side for a whil e , Willi s High w as 

again ready t o gro w a nd prosp e r. The a griculture d epart­

m ent ope n ed o n S ep tember 10, 19 2 3 , with thirteen b oys 

a s m e mb e r s o f th e first c lass and Dr. Ford Lucas as 

instructor; h ence , th e name Willis Ag r i cu 1tura1 High 

School (l a t e r sh o rt e n e d for c onveni enc e ). Thus, W. A.H. S. 

had one of the first a gri c ultural d e partments in South­

west e rn V irgini a . 

H orn e ec ono mi cs was also offered as a n el e ctive 

course abo ut thi s tim e . The t wo front rooms of the ag ri­

culture bu i 1 ding we re used a s the hom e ec onomics 

departm e nt until th e girls moved tonew qu ar t e rsin 

1943-44. 

Both d epartm ents did w ond erf ul wo rk at once . A 

bazaar w a s h e ld just before Christmas and th e boys and 

girls mad e a profit of $20. Th e boys ' agriculture cl ass 

mad e a total of $500 for the ir year' s practic e . 

The school closed Tuesday , D e c e mb er 23, for the 

Christmas holidays a nd reopened on January 5, 19 24. 

The hom e economics department b e gan serving hot 

lunches on Janua1y 16. This "lunch" w as soup, the ingre­

dients for which w ere furnished by th e parents. Each 

child furni shed hi s own cup and spoon and w as responsible 

for k eeping th e m clean. The soup was serve d every day 

just b efore noon in e ach of the classrooms by one of the 

home economics girls . These girl s prepared th e soup in 

the base m e nt of the main building to prevent cany ing it 

from one building to another. 

After the p robl e m of lunch wa s solv ed, W .A.H.S. 

launched anothe r project-a reading room. With classes 

doubl ed, on e room was found to b e v a c ant. Th e faculty 

d ecid ed to u se thi s room as a reading room and officially 

ope n ed it on January 17. The agriculture boys rn ad e 

tabl es and stool s and the fa c ulty furni shed current mag a­

zines . THE ROANOKE TIMES w a s used a s a daily n ews ­

pa.p e r. The library books, refere nce books, and diction­

aries w ere all located in this room. In addition to this 

li~rary the re wa s a community trave ling libra ry in the 
. winte r. 

19 24 annua l staff are hard :l.t wo rk o n the sc hoo l 's f irst stud e nt rec ord . 

19 2-l boys ' bask e tba ll l e a m . S l a n d in g: McCl u re Ph l egar , A rn ey Wad e , 

Ray m ond G a rdne r , F ron t row: Qu in ton Do n nc Jly , El m er Ke ith , Ray Reed , 

Lo we ll N iec e , Bre e m an Po ff. 
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On F r iday n i ght, January 18 , the Wi llis Dramatics 

Club ga v e th e p l ay "B e twee n T wo Lines " at Floyd High 

School. 
W ith ac tiviti es m ount ing a nd school spiri t soaring, a 

p ro g r a rn wa s g ive n in honor of Abraha m Lincoln on 

F e bruary 12. At this progr a m, Peyton Cock, a senior 

student, was a warded a m edal for the b est senior essay 

about the "Lif e of Lincoln." Th e medal wa s offer ed fo r 

thi s purpose by the Illinois W atch Company . 

A progra m of c ali stheni cs w as introdu ced at th e school 

and n ew equipm ent was purchased for the purpose of 

c a rrying ou t thi s prog ram. A trapeze on which the boys 

could work out, w as purchased and installed in the ag ri -

culture d epartm e nt . 
The week of Marc h 6 was c e l ebrate d as "B e t te r 

Speech Week" by the students of W .A,H.S, They gave 

talks on the subj ec t eve ry morning in chapel. Cha p el 

was a c ompulsory class wh e re worship exercises we r e 

h eld each d ay . The students sat by c 1 as s es wi th th e 

seniors occupy ing the front cha irs and b e ing allowed to 

m arch out fi rst. 
In order to get other students intere st ed in their work, 

the home economics and agriculture pupils gave a literary 

society program March 14 a bout the thing s they had 

learned in the ir classes . 

A c ontest wa s initiat ed on Marc h 27 a m ong all grad es 

above the fifth to prom ote good health h abits . A wards of 

blue , re d, and g r e en ribb ons w ere given at the e nd of 

the we ek to the students who h a d pra cticed eleven c e rtain 

h e alth rule s each d ay for the entire we ek . 

"A Poor Marri e d Man" w a s giv en on April 19 by th e 

Willi s junior stud ent s a t Check H igh Sc hool. 

Arbor Day was fittingly observe d in W, A ,H.S. by 

the planting of Norway Spruce at the entranc e to both the 

hom e ec onom ics c ottage and a griculture department a nd 

on the e ast side of the high school bu i lding . Whil e the 

b oys of th e a griculture classes d id thi s, the g irl s we re 

inside the building cle aning the smoked plast ered ~all s . 

Portrait of Dr . S tig Je ma n is un\·ie l ed and prese nted to school duri ng an 

asse mbly in th e sc ho o l aud i to rium . 

M e mb e rs o f th e 1924 ho m e e conom ics c l ass we re taug ht "modern " m e t hod s 

of ho m e m ak ing . Th e ir ki tc hen was equipp ed with a wood rang e , a ut ility 

ta bl e , t wo wa t e r buc ke ts w ith :i. d ipp e r, :i.nd v arious c ool~ ing ute ns i ls . 



As an experiment, a type w ritl: e n yearbo ok w a s prepared by the 
junior and senior students of 1924. It w a s kn o wn as Nos Memoirs 
(Latin and / or French for Our Memori es ) and c ontained special news 
happenings, photographs of teachers and pupils, and the history of 
each high school class. During the year befor e , 19 23, the need for a 
school seal w as realized and someon e sat dow n and drew one. The 
only known legal function of this seal w a s to appear on the cover of 
Nos Memoirs. 

One highlight of this "student record" w as the Willis Debating 
Team which won the Floyd County Championship on December 12. 
The subject of the winning debat e was "That the Public Schools of 
Virginia Should Be Consolidated." 

--

With 1923-24 shining brightly on their four years list of ac­
complishments, another class left Willis High through the doors of 
graduation. Their commencement wa s begun w ith the baccalaureate 
sermon on Sunday, May 25, at 11:00 A.M., at the Willis Lutheran 
Church. The Reverend E.C. James delivered the sermon. On Monday 
night, at 8:00 P.M., May 26, in the high school auditorium, a pageant 
entitled "The Development of Willis Agricultural High School" was 
given by the entire student body. Final graduation exercises were 
held on May 27,at 8:00 P.M. in the school auditorium. Dr. Charles]. 

The f irst record of Will is stud ents­
a t ypewr it e n yearbook, NOS 
MEMOIRS , 

T he f i rs t printed yearbook -THE 
LEGIONAIRE. 

The last ed iti on of th e pres e n 
ye arbook -THE EAGLE. 

The promotion for this clean-up was an essay contest with the subject 
"The Best Way to Improve Our Community. " Ruth Nease was the 
winner of the contest. 

The Floyd County School Board commended the Willis students 
and faculty for their desire to keep their school attractive when they 
visited :he s~hool on May 2 and were served 1 u n ch by the home 
economics girls. After lunch and inspection of the building, the 
studen: body was cal.led to the auditorium where a large picture of 
Dr. Stigleman, the first superintendent of schools of Floyd County, 
was presented to the school with appropriate ceremony. Judge Vaughn 
and ?r. Akers made speeches of presentation and Mr. J. A. L. Sutphin 
received the picture on behalf of the school. 

The month of May m 1' ght h b kn · ave een own as "track month" since the dirt tra k · h · c s were m t e1r best condition and the weather was most 
f~vorable during this time of the year. On Friday afternoon, May 9, 
Fie ld Day was ~eld at Willis on the high school track (above the present 
home economics cottage and commercial building). A track meet was 
held at the school on May 16. Bronze, silver, and gold medals were 
presented to individuals by the Virginia High School Literary Society 
and Athletic Association. Another field day was held at Willis on 
Friday, May 11. Medals we r e presented by the State Athletic and 
Literary Associat ion to those who came up to set standards. Two silver 
and four bronze medals were given to worthy students at this meet. 

The fi rst Annual Field and Track Meet ever staged in Floyd 
C~u~ty was he_ld on Friday, May 16, on the Floyd High School grounds. 
Willis placed m the minor ev ents but fell b eh' d · th · m m e maJor ones. 

Clipping from a 1924 edition of the Virgin ia jo urna l o f Educat ion . It 
ts no~eworthy because of the strugg le put fo rth by pa~nts, t each ers, 
and friends to mak e a schoo l of distinction rise from suc h a poor back­
ground . 
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Th e 1923 se al of W illi s Agricultural High School. 

VIRGINIA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION 

How a Country School Grows in Virginia 
Br s. J. TUOWPSON'. /'rlM:l,_1. rllll# AplcDllw.l 111,1& ScAMl 

I N tbr h rarl of the Blu.: Rl<I,c l:H)Untaint l•rlllJ'• 
fin elk• fr om the Para t r tlltoad natlon &nd In 
a plac.i;1ha1 1hec:uu:al obse"'c: • oul.d Jcu 1 o ?""t 

/I i. io be f ound ~ of the many thrMnr ~t!tool, o f 
tbe State o f Vlr,inl:a. Thb Khoo! h no1 known out· 
tide o r f-1<>7 d <:OUnty, but it i • recoaniacd :a1 tM bnt 
""'ool jp thtoc.ount7 ; thal h .lnbuildin£, ciqulpmr nt . '1C. 
The rh e o f tbi• Khool hu been phmommal. 

Jn 11116 .. h,u h no• \l/illh -'i11rlniltural B lah 
Sdiool ""' a 1a-o- room r r:ad<:d sch.ool in rented 
q,.,..rtcn .. 

Durlft&' 1 ~ rnrnmrr o f 191 1, the riLlu1a o f thh com­
mun.!f)' ora:anlud thcmsdn·t ln10 a commwii11 lear..ue, 
and, citb the :;ild o f the •diooi board. ctocud a foa r­
roorn l;Wldin11 with an audhoriu.nt o f ?SO K.atlnc cap.a· 
ci11. The foUowlaa ,-or c.hai ra ~e bourif11 for thr 
aodito riu m by the cttmmunit r lul'U a1 a cost o f $-&00.. 
Jn l!IHI, a pi:ano al..:i •at bouaht by the c.omrnuoity 
lc ..,,..e. I I • CCII o f."4SO. A nd 11.1:".&in in 1920, \be bou · 
mrnl wu c:r;ca .. illed by lhe i:amc o ro,: uilntlon for "-"e 
a:a a l:about01')' .. 

TMn J>y uslq bQlh b.bonmr, a.nd auditorium fo r 
dlu.uooms. 1hc u ructlt .bepn to l et o n d it ncndi1cd 
li11w a 1un4:ardfour·r eu h/11.h •dlo<>I. Jn the •Print 
1921 h looltrd fo r ~ u U .. ahc propo1hlon .. :u 
10 11 wt:eo the ad>o.t bo•rd nori""11Q a;iromunlt7 thal 
owin1 fl) •hl'H't,,.C ·'Of fwid• lo i., tM 1ucher1, the 
tchoo l m1ut clow at the uflruion o f anm n:.onth1 
aod1uwued 1h1 • thctchDO l bc~<"a j unior hirf1 

""~' A t thiJ "f:fJ' crit.k:al period ~ commuiiity !u.aue 
•nd 1uch<: r1 met with 1h.c Khool boa.rd to try to a<:iln 
!he problan. N a t otdt of 1bi1 l!'lectinL th• rom· 
m\!Ait7 l~c and ~" au:mcd the tctpon111D\\ity 
for 1he U:a<.hcn ' salaries fo r the In! two m0t1th1 o f 
1?21 and thisflla!.lltd .thcf\.ru. c'.autobeirrad~itd ill 
J uncof lh• t yu r. 

In 19ZZ l • O nc• room• •e.rf addetl to take cu e o f 
the (lau.u ll'3.vio• the auditorium and ilbora1ory to 
tlmr orlrin->J 1ue. 

Jn 19ZZ·23 the !)&Iran., be•MI wo rk on the projcd of 
Matrinr a Smh.h- lfurbct d<:p.u1m~ t of Yoational 
apkulturc :;ind ~inc CCOllOrn.ia.. Al thb tim• !he 
comnrn • ., lty wa1 muth in debt u i1 had du11 a ,..ell lo 
192Z at a ec11 of onr .$200 uid d ncc lhe t chool board 
htd lnlormcd t l>f QOmmunity th.a l It eoirtd c:oi: pcct oo 
11.d fr nm tha t i.ou rce, affaln looked rtoomy for ..uch 
a ptoJto;t. 

Ho•e'OU, ~of the ~roc1 took an optlml.Ue YICW 
of 1ho affair and l:cpn to ;::a!! the projea. Corrc­
l.pOl!dc;:i..'"C .ith Sutc S~rint=~t H111 211d Mr .. 
~a1~cr n:n:aled the faa that tla school 0011.ld be 

KCurcd if lbt o::ci:nonhJ' wuuld bad. it with tli. ii.tu· 
s.ary financi al 1:iwon " a11d If the Khoo.I t>o.Lrd wwl.S 
a ppnrra Ille loQdon. TI>e achocl board upon bciq 
apsitou.hed agTcxd 11n.:a.ii.bno u1/y to locate th• ildl.."OI at 
\\'i\liJ proridtd ii would mean no u: tra upmM 10 
lhrm. 

At on~ • !nr ir:f111<.ntid d ti•m> circubtcd l •Ub· 
solption P•ll"t by mnnt o f wbkil ont f.~ e b""drtd 
itullan w u 1tt1ucd.. On 1?ie 'trel\6th o f this. wi!.h 
the r uu: rous o.:>P9on o f 1hn S!1tc Ot-p.rtmfllt, a 
buildit1• w a. e rKtcd on Ibo n:ott ao:-c plan durift6 the. 
1ummtt o f 1923.. 

\ \'bm a set tlement ..... made it su found that tflt. 
mmmun.ilJ' ·acu abo..it 4100 In Jebt. and. to o.l1'Ct tbJs. 
a· note -... m ade and h wu hcanily c:ndoned by the 
rili&g, 1 o f thcnl'f11rnunity. ,At thcpr~ttlmeca11• 
u \butlou • re 1ti!J bc:int r«<:h'ed on the build!n• l lUld 
a nd i i loob no ... ._, thoufb t h' pre.ac:n1 dtbc will nOl 
l u ! lonir. 

The work of both r.t w dep:a t1mma h ahowlo1 
... oa.der flll r~ulta .. The si1l1 and ho,... t>.Jd a b:a.u.ar 
juit bcfof11: Chria.rn;u at ..-hid! time aboot $;!O .... , 
ruliacJ. 1llc hcmG ca:;J110r;1/ca departmlllt t.:(an 
u :rrln• bot lno(l.u J uiuary 16. The Material .... 
furni1hed by lhc parcnta, <'Olla!1tinc o f bt.azu, tOfr\a\oet<, 
pl'llatou .. mi lk, b utter. ~T, W t, ~IC. Ea.ch child 
furl'.i1bu h la o\rn Cll p and l l)()Qtl and tbfi - (I b 
w n·ed In each room Jtut t.... lon • noon by one ct tM 
home t con°"=ik1 l(irla. 
Anct~r prnjcd 10m••hat n.anl In a 1cbool o f thi• 

1J.e Is that o f a rcadin• roor:i. Owln.a- ro a doublinc 
o f da11c1 tbla , a r on.r room ,..., found lo be ncant. 
arid 1hc h.n..il l r: eroh·t"d !he ld ~a o f :a. n:adlna l:'OQJD­
T ltc .. rin.ihu rai dqt&rtmtnt =adc 1tonh a.nd t&bltt. 
The tf&tbcu huniU. the curr rn t m~lnu, •'l!dl "* 
the N1tlON1I Geosnphk. Arntti t.tn, U tcrary DJ.aci.t. 
Good H ou1e1'el"plnir. n c. T hi Ro:a.ncltc T\tne• h t.drt1 
used a:a 1hfs du17 rx•npap<l' t. O f cou.-.e the liil"lll', 
dictlooary and all ni fercnC"C boob an in thb r~ 
and lo 1ddi1lcn .co lhe school libnl')' - l:::an 1hh wbter 
both l icbocl af\d C'Otllft\U4!1)" l r&Yelir4° (i!:tt"lry. 

Tho ruJlft# room U kepi opm from nnM widl J :JO 
udi d&J' under !he $upcrvbion o f 011e o f th-e 1uchcr1. 
An7 pup.i i wha· doa not b1Ye a du. h a llowed 1be 
prMlc:fe o f guln• 10 thti n:adlair iroom du1l11f 1hc 
per iod fo r atudr o r rud!ng. 

M:i.ny 1c.hQO.b dl>ubtku hr. .. a accomplished n l.OR ln 
1\tc apa« of eiV.1 7c;r,t1,, but onl,J" the Ju1ur. c::a.n 1cU 
wf:.at may be ! ut1f:cr aoc:ompli1hcd hue. I wvuld B\e 
"CT7 mu.ch lo hear thl'OU,lllh our J comal whal othH 
achnob an: doia 8'. a nd l::o'!f 1hey ""' mtttin1t dlfl"ucnt 
edO<"& tlnnalprollolem.i .. 



Willis Student Body , 1924-25 

First row: Arthur Poff, Maurice Ru trough, J ennings Weeks, J.C. Smith, Russell Page,. Curtis Markel , Vivian Page, Ga len Wade, Ross Gardner , Cl eveland 

Poff, Ralph Markel. Second row: A lreda Weeks , El izabeth Keith, Ella Donnelly , Darth ea Quessenberry , Ethel Bishop, Nancy Hylton, Mildred Weeks , Norma 
Harmon, Freeda Alderman, Thelma Earls, Thelma Woods , Oneta K e ith, Rachell Poff, Sibyl Slusher, Gladys Cannady , Ethel Poff. Third row: Juanita Page, 

Reva Pratt, Il a Alderman, Dessi e Hill, Kate Weddl e , Pauline K eith, Libbie Moore, Curtiss Page, Lila Wilson, Lois Cannady, Reva Wade, T h elma Donnelly, 
Ruth Gardner , Larraine Sutphin, Senora Harmon, Lassie Moore, Kate Weedle , Nova Keith, Rhea Hylton . Fourth row: Freeman Weedle, Gal en Weddle, Howard 
Dickerson, Alfred Hy lton, Jr., Cleve Bishop, Zack Weeks , Jr., Roy Moore , Victor Burnett, Rush Weddl e , Horatio Quessenberry, Carol Poff, George Neece, 

Walter Wilson, Pierce Weeks , Emsley Gardn e r, Carlie Keith, C la rence Alderman, Carmon Hylton, Jacob Harmon, Roy Wilson, Rosetta Slusher . Fifth row: 

F erman Woods, Pauline Harmon, Claude Rector, Hazel Edmonds , Ruby Weeks, Sue Gardner, Rhea Phlegar, Bently Hite, Principal; Edna Harmon, 4th and 

5th grade teacher; Kate Cox, English; Randolph Noell, Agriculture; Bertha Williams, Home Economics; Lura Phlegar, !st , 2nd, and 3rd grade teacher; J .A.L. 

Sutphin, 6th and 7th grade teac her; Ava Hylton , Grace Hodge , Hasque Dickerson , Cornelia Hylton, Ola Moore, Freeda Harmon, Alvin Harmon . Sixth row: 

Ruth Graham, Nell Dickerson, Helen Dickerson, Nettie Turpins, Harry Keith, Ruby Poff, Mae Weeks, Laretta Hylton, Trent Weeks, Edra Lee Hylton, Marvin 

Sowers, Allie Sutphin, Martin Gardner, Lydia Poff, Beulah Harris, Lonnie Keith, Weeda Quesenberry, Charles Donnelly, Effie Keith, and Harold Donnelly . 

Seventh row: Freeman Smith, Ruth Nee c e , Quinton Donnelly, Ovan Gardner, Hazel Sutphin, Thurman Smith, Pattie Gardner, Burnett Poff, Nancy Harmon, 
McClure Phlegar, Annie Harmon, Raymond Gardner, Guida Wade, Breeman Poff, Love lyn Stover, a nd Elmer Gardner. Eighth row: Ray Showalter, Ruby 
Sutphin, C levie Slusher, A llie Light , Charli e Starr, Nettie Phillips, Elmer Keith, Lavera Harmon, Julian Starr, Josephine Quese nbe rry, Ray Reed, Stella 
Phlegar, Millis Cox, Mabel Gardner, Warren Du1m, Zelva Harris, Arney \.Vade, and Lowell Neece. 

Smith, A.M., D.D., delivered the address to the 
graduates. ProfessorS.J. Thomp s on, principal of 
W .A.H.S,, awarded the diplomas . 

1924-1925 
Willis High School was now seven years old . The 

school board decided that it was ti me that the student 
transportation system was revolutionized so an advertise -
m ent was placed in the county newspaper THE FLOYD 
PRESS asking for trucks to transport p upils to and from 
school each day. They were to arrive at school by 9: 00 
A. M. and return before 4: 00 P . M. Bids for this job were 
to have been accept ed until August 16 so that transpor­
tation would be provided for the next semester's students. 
These trucks were used to transport students for the 
semester starting on Monday, S eptember 8 . 

1925-1926 
Travel was modernized but oil lamps were still used 

as a means of light. The Community League came to the 
rescue in 1926 with a Delco lighting plant. The plant 
was install ed in the home of Mrs . Lura A . Phe lgar at a 
cost of $100. The Willi s exhibit at the Radford Tri-County 
Fair won a $50 prize in September. T hi s m one y was 
donated to cover the lighting expenses . 

Then, in 1930, the Community League bought a n ew 
Delco plant for $300. This plant was used until 1937 
when electricity was install ed at the high school. Clarenc e 
Maybeny, a community citizen interested in el ectricity, 
did the wiring himself in his spar e time and made no 
c harg e to the school. This enabled the high school to 
have electricity much soon e r than if they had been com ­
pelled to pay for these services . 
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Reading room established by faculty in 1924. i\1ost of the room •s furni shings 
were 1nade by- the agriculture boys . 

Girls' Basketball Team, 1926 
Left to right: Paulin e Harmon , Henritta \·Veeks , Elree Harm o n, Iva Wade : 
Hazel Sutphin, Freeda Slaughter, Edra Lee Hy lton, Freeda Lee Harmon, Annie 
.Harmon, Edna Harm on , coach. 

J 



Some 192 7 stud e nts of Wi lli s Agri c ult ure Hi g h Sc h ool d ispl ay school 

letter on sweate rs . The " l etter" was a W, A, H, and S drawn directly 

over each other. The st ars or bars b e 1 o \\" th e 1 ett e r were used to 

represent basketball playe rs , captains , and c o - capta in s . 

1926-1927 
Willis High was r e a 11 y an "up-and-coming" high 

school with its stud ent transportation, lights , and wat er 

system , but many accomplishments were yet to be made. 

W .A.H.S. closed for the Christmas holidays on 

Friday, December 23, and re-opened January 2, 1927. 

Mid -term examinations ended January 18 and work w as 

begun on the second t erm the following day. 
Rising expenses prompted the production of "Fickl e 

Fortune" in the Floyd High School auditorium on Saturday, 

February 4, at 7: 30 P.M., by the Willis Dramatics Club. 

The proceeds from the play were used for the financial 

aid of both Floyd and Willis High Schools . 

1927- 1928 
The Supervi sor of Secondary Education, Sidney B. 

Hall, wrote Principal William D. Bradbury a not e to say 

that the annual report of the high school was good , that 

the school seemed to be meeting the standards for ac -

crediting in a satisfactory manner , and , therefore , had 

been pl aced on the accredited high school li st for the 
1927 -1928 t erm. 

On October 6, the enroll ment at W . A.H . S . wa s in­
creasing each week and fast approaching th e 300 mark . 
A 11 a vailabl e classroom space wa s fill ed . Finally t h e 

classes entirely outgrew the Wi ll is building . The school 
board arrang ed to rent the old Willi s sto re bui lding, whi c h 
was tr iangularly situated on state roads 221 and 799 . Th e 
lower rooms of thi s building were L\ Sed with the only 
provisions be ing to re -floor them and ke e p the roof in 

good repair . This a rrangem ent produced the n eed for a 

bell so a Yoke number 22 was purchased for the bell 
to wer· The prese nt clinic room served as th e be ll room, 

the principal ' s office , and later a s the li bra ry. The 

princ ipal 's offic e was moved ( 1931 ) from h ere to the 
p resent journalism room. 

It was not long until rapidly growing expenses had 
taken over and the school board was no longer ab le to 
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This p rov e d to be o nl y o n e o f th e ma ny fund - raising 

plays give n th is ye ar . In Marc h, th e Willi s High faculty 
m e mb e rs rece i v e d n oti ce from th e sch ool board that the 

school would ha ve to clo se at the e nd of e ight months 
b ecause of the la c k of fund s w ith w h ich to operate . The 

school cou ld not be kept o n th e accredite d hi g h school 

list if th e t e rm were short e n e d so faithful patrons and 

faculty m e mbers \\·e nt to \\·o rk a t once to find a way to 

finan ce the schoo l for a month l onger. The t each ers 

agre e d to g ive a li beral cut of the ir sa laries for the month 

before , fund-rai sing projects were initiat e d by' fri e nds 

and patrons , and th e C ommunity Leag u e contribut ed 

$100. Expe n ses w e re m e t and a class o f fift een graduated 

in 1927 . 
Co mmencement exerc ises b eg an Friday, May 20, at 

8:00 P . M . w ith th e pre se n tation of th e se nior class p l ay 

"Arnold Goes In to Busi n ess ." Cl ass Day e x e rc i ses were 

h e ld Saturday , May 21, at 8:00 P.M. Th e bacca l aureate 

se rmon was de li v e red by R ev . L . C. Di c k e rson, pastor of 

th e First Baptist Church, East Radfo rd, Virginia, on 

Sunday , May 22, at ll: OOA . M . Final exe rci ses we re 
Monday at 8 :00 P . M . Dr. Paul H . Bo\,· man, Pres id e nt of 

Bridg ewate r Coll ege , d e li ver e d th e li terary address w it h 
the them e "The Ste rn Elements o f Life . " Professor W. D. 

Bradbury, principal, aw arded diplomas to th e g raduat es . 

This comm encem e nt was un.iqu e by it s drav; ing one of 

the bigg est crowds during precedi ng ye a rs and b y t h e 

class ' outnumbering previou s o n es . 

rent thi s s tore building . Arrangements were mad e to 

move th ese three cla sses back to the Willi s school building 

and into th e auditorium . Partiti ons we r e built a nd three 

stove s purchased to transform the auditorium into thre e 

classroom s . This stoppe d t he produc tion of p l ay s , w hich 

w as on e of the c hi e f money -rai sing proj ects of the day. 

This could not go on , th ey kne i,\· , for long. In desper­

ation , plans were mad e for the comme rc i a l building so 

as to r eli eve some of the pressure fro m the badl y impaired 
auditorium . Again, the Workman' s Progress A ssociation 

h el p e d o ut with th e l abor. 
"Boost fo r h e a 1 th w ith Christ mas seal s a n d fight 

tuberculosis," rang through the h a ll s of W . A . H . S. during 

a Christma s Sea l Ori ve at the schoo l. The contest open e d 

Decembe r 1 among g rad es 7 -12 . The st u dent s were 

divid ed according to cl asses , each t e am h aving a c apta in 

and an assistant . Th e w inning t e am w a s to ha ve b een 

e ntertain ed by th e l o sing o n e . 

A Thrift Bank was organi zed by the Future Farm e rs of 

Virginia of the W illi s Agri c ulture D e partment. Th ey we r e 

striving for "a good habit w ell -form e d." Ea c h M o nd ay , 

money was " deposit ed" at the b eg inning of e ach class 

period . The e l ected "cashi e r" th e n took the mon ey over 

to the Blu e Ridg e Ba nk of Willi s and depos it e d it in th e 



school account. Eac h boy was required to have deposited 
$25 by th e end of the year in o rd e r to remain a member. 
Money could be drawn from the bank only for productive 
investm ents , college education, school tuition, clothing, 
and books. Th ere we re tw enty members of the 1927 -28 
Thrift Bank . 

The Community League purchased $15 worth of books 
for the school 1 i bra r y and $ 8 worth of seventh grade 
diploma s a s one of the ir projects for this year . 

The baccalaureate services were continued in the 
Willis Lu theran Church when the school auditorium gav e 
signs of coll apsing during 1928 graduation e xe rci se s. 

1931-1932 
The Community Leagu e bought $25 worth of books 

for the school library and a $40 suit of stage furniture 
during this school yea r. The stag e was e nlarged by the 
League a nd Alumni Association in the spring of 1932. 
With the new set of stage furniture and larg e r stage, 
many more plays we re give n. 

Because more pl ays wer,e being given and more 
profits e arned the Community L eague was able to con­
tribute to the schoo l b y h el ping stock the library with 
m o re book s , b uyi ng 24 chairs a nd several w indow sh ades, 
and paying the rent on an extra playground. This play­
ground was located on the sl a nted field west of th e drive -
way 1 eading to the school. 

May Q ueen of 193 2-33, Luc ill e Harmon Lee , and her court. 

Windmi ll danc e was given by stude nts at a local get together. 
Costumes for all sc hoo l plays and pageants were made by parentsi 
friends, and teachers - even the 11 wooden 1

' shoes. 

1933 -34 
1934 -35 
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In the wint er of 1934-35 , Mrs . Virginia Altizer wrote 
a song with which Wi lli s stud ents and a lumni sti ll honor 
their Alma Mater by standing on the first bars of "Among 
the hill s of the great so uthwest .. . " 



1936-1937 
With a school song to cheer them on and an 

extra playground on which to practice, the boys' 
track team won a Boys' Track Trophy in 1936-37. 
The girls' track team also won a trophy this same 
year. 

Students of Willis High really excelled during 
this term. The high school was awarded a literary 
society cup by the Jeffersonian Literary Society in 
the spring. 

Willis High School was almost out of her teens­
she was nineteen years old. But she was yet to 
expa nd in both size and pride in her students' 
achievements. 

1937-1938 
1938-1939 

Approaching middl e age, W .H.S. was not 
slowing down at all. Instead , she was speeding 
up and rising higher in distinction. 

The school was honored to receive the Cox 
Literary Society a ward i.n the 193 7-1938 compe­
tition year. 

The a gr i cu 1 tu re class wirh forty-eight 
members made $5,000 plus during their year 's 
practice. 

Willis' stud ents were not l e tting her do wn 
during her gro wing ye ars . The girls' basketball 
team won the Floy d County Championship for 
19 38. Other sports in which the school partici -
pated w ere: football, kickball, baseball, soft ­
ball, and volleyb all. 

The purchase of a sixty-dollar ty pe writ er 
promoted th e publishing of a mimeographed 
newspap er, THE BREEZES. This newspaper cam e 
out as a project of the Beta Club in October of 
the 1938 - 39 school session . All issues bore the 
motto: "On ward, Upward." THE BREEZES was 
much like any mimeographed newspaper with 
reports of school news , jokes, gossip, and ad ­
vert i sing from loc al businesses as a m ea n s of 
financial support. 

The enrollment in the high schoo l was 152 
in N ove mber. The grades had a r o 11 of 207. 
Wi llis High School 's family was g etting l arger. 

THE BREEZES STAFF of 1937 

"Lazy Moon Ministre l 11 cast wh ich was niade up of 9r;ide pup il s. 

The Virginia R ee l was danced by students at a May Day program held in th e Willis 
Lutheran c hurch yard. All costumes, including w igs, were made by the indi v idual oi· 
hi s parents. 
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As W .H.S. was g etting older, some of her once ne w 
equipment wa s no long e r ne w . An all-over safety program 
was put into effect during this school year. The bell had 
fallen through the ceiling of the bell room, the audi­
torium floor sagged, and heavy layers of plaster had 
come down. Fire escapes were built at the rear of the 
building and the auditorium floor was reinforced with 
steel columns. A Yoke bell number 24 replaced the fallen 
one and still hangs in the tower. W .H.S. 's first "face­
lifting" proved to be a success and she was able to carry 
on her faithful services with more ease. 

The Beta Club presented a portrait of former super­
intendent I. L. Epperly to the high school in an assembly 
January 5, 1939. Reverend F. W. Haberer unveiled the 
portrait and it was received by the president of the Beta 
Club, Dorothy Weeks, on behalf of the school. 

New F.F.A. equipment was purchased and fifty ne w 
books w ere added to the library at a cost of $30: The 
piano was tuned for a charge of $5 and the insurance 
premium of twenty cents was paid on the piano. 

Mid-term examinations ended Friday, January 20, 
and report cards were given out Tuesday, January 24. 

Total enrollment in the high school and grades was 
343 on March 5. 

Four members of the Beta Club attended the second 
Annual Beta Convention at Hotel Roanoke on Friday, 
March31, and Saturday, Aprill . Their club prepared 
a reference volume enti.tled "The Beta Log" to be used 
by future members of Willis Beta Clubs_, as one of their 
year's projects. 

The Junior Class of 1939 received their class rings 
on April 12. The total enrollment in both the high school 
and grade school was 334 on May 1. 

Approximate 1 y 121 grade and high school pupils 
attended a "Health Day" Parade at Floyd on May 12. 
These were the five -pointers from W. H. S, and had near -
perfect health. 

A May Day program was held in the churchyard of 
the Willis Lutheran Church on May 5,at4:00P,M. Marie 
Childress was crowned May Queen. The queen and her 
court were entertained by groups of students costumed to 
represent the different nations who led in the colonization 
of America. Early Jamestown settlers were the basis for 
the program. 

The 1938 baseball team prepares t o board th e ir 
green school bus for an 11 away 11 game . 

Yoke bell No. 24 wh ich still hangs in school be ll tower. It h as been 
painted green to prevent rusti ng . 

Even though the students loved Will is High dearly, 
they we re all wondering who would move into the ne w 
building being erected on the western end of Willis in 
19 38-39. They did not wonder long because the building 
w a s soon named Willis El ementary School and the first 
through the seventh gratles moved out of the high school 
building leaving much n ee ded space for the four re­
maining grad es. 

Students pose in Wi llis Luthe ran Church yard after 1939 May Day Program. Note 
th e piano d. t the right whi c h was carried fron1 the c hurc h to prov ide mus ic for 
the day. 
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1939-1940 
Now that the necessary s pace was available, the 

high school grades could expand in both activities and 
curriculum. 

The W,H,S. Beta Club was organized for its fourth 
year in the fall. This was the l argest chapter in the 
county withmembershiptotalingtwenty-two. There were 
fourteen senior members and eight juniors. Thirt een 
members and their sponsor attend ed National Convention 
in Roanoke on March 30 and 31 . 

On Novemb er 21, the student body assembl ed in the 
auditorium to witness the i nit i at ion of eighteen ne w 
Beta Club members . Mr . W . C. Chapman, State Director 
of Beta Clubs , present ed the initiation address and cer­
tificates of me m b er sh ip to the new members . Mr. 
Chapman was followed in his suggestion that the club 
motto be "Our acts follow us after . What w e have been 
makes us what w e are . " 

"Bashful Mr. Bobs," a farce -comedy in three acts, 
w as given December 16 by the senior class. Proceeds of 
$20 w ere received. The 1940 class mott o was "Though 
the sea be rough, sail on." 

The Annual Beta Club play was given March 16. 
"Mama's Baby Boy," a three - act comedy , was rated as 
the best giv en during the 1939 -40 school t erm. 

The girls ' basketball team won the 1940 County 
Championship for the second year in succession. 

THE BREEZES was pub l ished by the Senior Class and 
w as mimeograph ed on both sid es of the paper . 

The first printed y e a r book was presented to the 
students by the Beta Club members in 1940 under the 
name THE LEGIONAIRE. It w as so-named in m emory of 
"Lighthorse" Harry Lee, comm and er of Lee 's l egion 
which operated around the Buffalo years ago. Mr. E. C. 
Shortt was pr inc i pa 1 at this time and was greatly re -
sponsible for the naming of this l oose -leaf yearbook . 
T here we re no annual s from the fall of 1941 -1943 be­
cause of World War II. Then, in 1943 -44, the WILLIS 
ANNUAL appeared. This continued until 1945-46 when 
th e Senior Class he ld a contest among themselves to 
choose a name for the annual. Aft er the suggestions we re 
s u bmi tted, the naming committee chose two nam es 
from which t o make the final choice . These w ere THE 
EAGLE, suggested by Ruth Cox,and HILLTOP HILIGHTS, 
by M arg i e Ke ith. THE EAGLE wa s chosen, of course, and 
Willis High's y e a r book s have carried the name ever 
since . 

T he Seniors of 1940 were rewarded for their ac -
compl ishment s of a ne wspaper, an annual, and various 
entertainm entforthe st udent body by a picnic to Clayt or 
Dam on April 10 and by a banquet served by the junior 
hom e econom ics girls on May 15 . The faculty members 
w ere also inv ited as gu est s of the senior class at their 
banq uet. 

1940-1941 
E i g ht of th e t w e l v e Willi s National Beta Club 

members of this school yea r were se niors; the other four , 
juniors . 

A business department was est abli sh ed by Mrs . A. 
Strode Broc km an during this t e rm. M rs . Brockman taught 
shortha n d on a th re e -days - a - week basis. Miss Nola 
Sh el or, who took over th e d epartment in 1948, i s still 
in c harg e of the business cl asses a t W .H.S. 
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1942-1943 
1943-1944 

New classes , _ high honors , and strength sti ll belong 
to W .H. S. She is older but she is gaining recognition 
and fame for she has already m o thered 362 graduates 
and she is but in the Prime of her life . 

On May 15, 1943, the United States Treasury D e part­
ment issued Willis High School a citation for se rvic e to 
the War Saving s Program through successful compl etion 
of a "S chools at War" jeep campaign. 

Students studied airplane mechanics in 1944. A 
picture published in the FLOYD PRESS, THE R OANOKE 
TIMES, and the school annual showed a group of boys 
and girl s studying the mechanic s of a 14-cy lind er Pratt 
& Whitney airplane engine . The engin e was furnished by 
the army air forces for pre -induction training. Mr. C. 
Glynwood G ibbs gave l ectures on this subj ect and Sebert 
L. Sission gave mechanical instruction. T he eng in e was 
situated in the agricultural hall. 

Baske tba ll T eam of 19 39 



TI1c Willis El e m en tary Buildin9, erected in 1939. 

The Commercial Club selected THE BREEZES staff 
in January of 1944. The first edition since 1942 was 
published in March. The club members bought a mimeo­
graph machine for printing future editions of the news­
paper. This machine is still used by the F .B.L.A. 

A patriotic rally was held in February at the school. 
All patrons and friends were invited to attend and bring 
some item to be auctioned off for war bonds or stamps . 
Senator S. Floyd Landreth of Galax served as auctioneer. 
The purpose of this rally was to raise money for American 
boys in uniform. 

War stamps served as admission tickets for a fresh­
man girls' basketball game, on Friday, February 4. $17 
worth of stamps were sold. 

The Gle e Club held their Annual Bond Queen Contest 
the week b e ginning February 4. This contest was to 
promote the buying of war stamps and bonds. The smallest 
war bond price, ten cents, gave a contestant ten votes; 
therefore, the girl e l ected as Bond Queen had to have as 
many as 1,875 votes. 

With the money received from their production of 
"Don't Be Bashful," the 1944 juniors painted their hom e ­
room and treated themselves to a picnic at Rocky Knob 
Park and a trip to the theater aft e rward. Later in the 
year, they gave another suc cessful play entitled "Winning 
Schemes." The proceeds from this play were used to buy 
their sponsor a class pin and to enterta in the seniors with 
a Junior-Senior Banquet. In return the seniors held a 
reception for them. 

The county school board met March 14 and voted to 
operate school s on a shortened day basis . This was to 
begin on Monday, April 17. The plan was to open schools 
at 9:00 A.M. and close them at 2:30 P.M. The purpose 
of this was to let students o ut early to help with farm 
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work. The comp u 1 so ry school attendanc e law w as in 
effect and the board proposed to insure school attendanc e 
during the planting season. "Work" was no longer an 
excused absence. The plan w as to be continue d only if 

the parents took satisfactory advantag e of it. 
Twenty -thre e st ud e nts took part in "Lazy Moon 

Ministrels" which were presented April 15, in the school 
auditorium by the S.C.A. The $49 prof it w as used for 
school improvem ent. 

The Victory Corps of the school spbnsore d a drive to 
collect w aste paper, fats, and tin cans for one week 
which ended April 20. Th e Corps was divid ed into two 
teams for the drive and the w inn e r w as to be entertained 

by the loser. 
The high school faculty sponsored a banquet for the 

senior class on Saturday , April 22, in the W.H.S. audi­
torium. The sophomore and freshman hom e economics 

girls served the seniors and faculty. 
At a public h earing on April 25, Floyd Countians were 

told that buses could not run the full nine months t erm 
and transport students t o and fro m school because of a 
$5, 000 cut in transportation funds. They were told that 
the buses would run as long a s the money wa s ava ilabl e 
and then other arrangements would have to be made. 
Whe n th e fund s did d e plet e , the stud ents that lived 
fairly close walk ed to school and the others got trans­

portation of some sort. 
Civil service exam inations were furni sh e d to any 

se niors who wante d to tak e them. Seven se niors from 
Willi s participated in t h ese exam inations in May. Those 

who passed were to have b een sure of a job in Washington , 
D. C . This pl a n was pr ov id ed for thos e students who, 
otherwise, would not have tried for jobs or gon e out in 

the world at all. 



1944-1945 
School opened Thursday , September 7, with the 

official school day beginning at 9:00 A.M. and ending 

at 4:00 P.M. 
"Visiting Through Books" was the theme for a 

November19 Library Club program given at W.H.S. The 
club presented a number of new books to the library. 
Prizes of books were awarded to the author of the best 
essay on the subject "My Favorite Story" and to the person 
drawing the best poster on "Uniting Through Books." 

School was closed on Thursday , November 30 and 
Friday, December 1 for the Thanksg iving holidays. Work 
began again Monday, December 4. Eula Walker reigned 
as "Miss Willis of 1944-45." The class of 1945 installed 
an outdoor waterfountain a s a reminder of their presence; 
it is still in use. 

1945-1946 
W .H.S. opened September 7, at 9:00 A.M. for the 

1945-46 term. Work was begun on Monday, September 
11. 

The Willis Agricultural Department was the third 
largest in the state of Virginia in both 1945 and 1946. 
The equipment was adequate and the classes were big so 
the year 's difficulties w ere met efficiently. 

The Beta Club sponsored a column of school n ews in 
the county newspaper which appeared each week with 
the head "Willis High Breezes." This was the third straight 
year that Willis Beta Clubs had run a school column in 
the FLOYD PRESS. 

A program of educational film strips was introduc ed 
at Willis during the 1945-46 school term. One was shown 
each week throughout the year. 

The girls' basketball team played their first game on 
October 23. At the end of a rather long season, the team 
had l ost only three of the nine games played. 

N ov a June Bolt, a fre shman, was crowned "Miss Willis 
of 1945 -46." The "Sub-Debs," a club formed by the 
senior bachel or girls, sold $3,025. 75 worth of bonds for 
the Victory Drive to help boys who wer e overse as. Another 
of thei r main projects was to publish a monthly mimeo­
graphed newspaper known as the WIND-UP. 

A Virginia art exhibit was shown to W.H.S. students 
on February 14 and 15 at th e high school. The exhibit 
consisted of t wenty -five canvases which had been painted 
from Virginia scenes. 

On Friday, March 10, the 1946 seniors gave a play 
"The Arri v al of Kitty," w hich had run four thousand 
nights on a New York stage . 

Plans for a new high school building we re made at an 
April 8 meeting of the Parent -Teachers Association. The 
memb ershad expected to have raised the n ecessary funds 
over a period of t wo years, but their ideas fell through. 

The first proof of the 1946 annual, THE EAGLE, was 
received on May 1. The staff proofread it and rush ed it 
back to the pr inting company so that the students' copies 
would return before school was out for the year. 

The floors of the home economics department were 
re -finished by the Future Homemakers of 1946. The club 
also sold sandwiches and drinks at noon for the benefit of 
the other students. 

Commencement exerc ises began Sunday, June 2, at 
8: 00 P . M. with the baccalaureate sermon being delivered 
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by Reverend C. L. Eubank in the elementaiy audito rium. 
Final exercises were held Monday, June 3, at 8 :00 P.M. 
and diplomas were awarded by the high school principal 
Miss Ocie Trimmer. 

Graduation exercises were over and the official schq_ol 
year ended, but it was not too late for th e F.F.A. Live­
stockJudging Team to w in a trophy for the Willis Chapter 
at the annual T win County Federation Livestock Judging 
Contest h e ld in North Carolina on Thursday, June 20. 

1946-1947 
With the school year beginning on Tuesday, September 

3, the high school enrollment totaled 222 . 
W.H.S. closed on December 20 for the Christmas 

holidays and reopened on January 2, 1947. Examinations 
began January 14 and work w as launched on the annual 
in order to meet the March 14 deadline. 

"Miss Will is" of 1946-4 7 was Lucille Quesenberry· 
The Future Homemake rs Club made and hung new 

curtains for the high school stage. The Future Farmers 
bought the present official F.F.A. equipment for the 
purpose of passing it down among the chapters at Willis· 
This has been done because the F. F .A. officers still use 
it. 

The Beta Club of 1947 donated a clock to the school 
in appreciation for the many services she had rendered 
them over the years. The money for this clock w as raised 
by giving a Negro Minstrel in December. The clock still 
hangs in the downstairs main hall and keeps perfect time. 

A citizenship plaque was awarded to W.H.S. for the 
years 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950. 

1947-1948 
1948-1949 

At the peak of her prosperity, Willis High was re­
ceiving more students than ever. Those lost in graduation 
were replaced threefold. Eighty-two freshmen enrolled 
for the 1947 -48 term. 

The Willis Student Cooperative Association became 
a member of the National Association of Student Councils 
in 1948 and is still a member in good standing. 

Eight delegates represented the Willis S.C.A. at the 
State S.C.A. District Convention which was held at 
Hillsville on April 22, 1949. The school was represented 
well and her students showed that they were proud of their 
national membership and intended to keep it for future 
club members. 

"Miss Willis of 1948-49" was Joy Ann Bolt. 
The senior class published the 1949 Eagle and pre­

sented it to the students. 
The home economics department rec e iv e d new 

equipment and had a water system installed in 1949. Also, 
they sold their bedroom furniture and provided space for 
the principal 's office. The principal, M. C. Sutphin, had 
his equipment and supplies moved from the present 
journalism room to this office and though the principal 
has changed, the locationof the office remains the same. 

1949-1950 
The eighth grade was added to the school system in 

1949-50 and was temporarily established in the high 
school building a lthough they were not recognized as high 
school students. Arrangements were made for this grade 
to be re-established in the elementary building just be­
fore the 19 51 -52 school term. 



Josephine Bowers reigned as "Miss Willis of 1949-50." 
In the fall of 1949, Volume 1, Issue 1 of The Eaglet 

was published. This was the first printed school news­
paper at Willis High. Now, 12 Volumes, 5 Issues later, 
the newspaper is sti ll the same size and still carries the 
same name. 

1950-1951 
After it was proved necessary to the school, a guidance 

department was opened in March of 1951. "Miss Willis 
of 1950-51" was Fern Hodges. 

Eighty freshmen entered Willis High School in the fall 
of 1951. A lunchroom was provided for the students during 
this year. The first meal was served on October 28. Also, 
the Willis Chapter of Future Farmers was honored by an 
area plaque for seed judging. 

Doretta Akers was chosen "Miss Willis of 1951-52" on 
November 3, 1951, in the e lem entary auditorium. The 
fifty-four girl contest was held to raise money for new 
athletic uniforms and equipment and to sponsor the 
physical education department. 

1952-1953 
1953-1954 

"Pink and Peaches, " the 1952 sophomore class play, 
was chosen best in a county tenth grade contest. 

The F ,F ,A, boys again won honors for their chapter 
and school. They received a plaque for livestock judging 
in the area and an area degree team a ward. 

In 1953 the chapter was awarded a degree team area 
and district award also. 

1955-1956 
Willis High School was voted the most in need of 

repairs and new facilities in the summer of 1955 so the 
school board agreed to concentrate their funds for h er 
improvement. Before school opened, washrooms, a new 
lunchroom, a new kitchen, an addition to the agriculture 
building, and a n ew fire escape were added to the Will is 
grounds. Also, individual parking space signs for faculty 
members and room identification signs were made and 
put up. These additions left a heavy mark in the modem 

history of W .H.S. 
The new lunchroom opened on November9. This was 

the year that student teachers were first introduced at 
Willis. They were Gerald Williams and Russell Henderson 
from V. P. I. An exchange student, Margarete Strehl of 
Germany, completed a term at Willis. Also, the boys' 
and girls' basketball teams exchanged the names "Farmers" 
and "Farn1erettes" for "Comets" and "Comettes," re­
spectively . Thomas Motor Company of Floyd, donated 
an e lectric basketball scoreborad to the elementary gym 

for high school use. 
"Miss and Master W .H.S .. of 1955-56" were Ramona 

Mitchell and Joseph Cox. 
1956-1957 
1957 -1958 

W,H,S, was modernize d and opened to studentsfodr 
· ti y either enjoye 

their approval last year so this year 1e 

or despised her. 
"Miss and Master W .H. S • of 1956-57" were Ruby 

Phillips and Willard Goad. . D c 
The first senior trip was in 1958 to Washington, · · 

· t various places 
The class of 42 traveled by bus stoppmg a 

a long the route. 

A fi ve -minute break be tween classes in 1954 . 
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School custodian, Mr. Chris Hylton, hangs identification signs on entrances to 
various departments and classrooms at W . H . S . 

N ew washrooms were installed in the basemen t 
in 1955-56 . 

Baske tba ll team names were c hang ed 
fro m Willis fa rm ers to Willis Comets 
du ring 1955 - 56. 

Finishing touches are put on t11 e new addition to the agricu l tur e 
building in 1955-56. 

.. 
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Hom e economics department receives n ew equipn1ent in 1955 -56. 



Sc hool publicat i o n s are judge cl by South ern In terscholastic Press 
Assoc iation at Washi ngton a n d Le e Univ e rsi ty each y e a r. Public ation 
sponsors and ed itors atte nd th is convention each year. 

Top: Lunch room worke rs tty out n ew kitchen which was 
added t o school in 1955-56. Bottom: A c l assroom was 
transformed into a lunchroom. 
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Electric scoreboard donated to the el ementary gym for high school use 
by T homas Motor Company of Floyd in 1955 . 

MINUTES SECOND · 

e eee 

HOME 



1959-1960 
Quill and Scroll members converted a storage room 

into a journalism room for student use and the school 
supply store was relocated and expanded by the Future 
Business Leaders of 1959-60. A clinic room was established 
by the Future Homemakers in the old "bell room." Located 
there was a hospital bed, table, chair, and all first-aid 
supplies . 

A county - wide expanded program of work made the 
eighth grade an official part of the high school in the 
. 1959-60 school year. They are housed in the elementary 
building because of the lack of space at the high school, 
but they receive high school credit for all of their sub ­
jects. 

The "World Series" served as the theme for the 1960 
annual magazine campaign which was held in October. 
For this campaign the school was divided into two teams: 
the "Pirates," freshmen and juniors; and the "Yankees," 
sophomores and seniors . The sch o o 1 goal of $905 was 
topped by an all time record of $1, 855 . A profit of $454 
was realized. Seventy-one students who sold at least $10 
worth of magazines were rewarded for their efforts by a 
trip to Galax for supper and skating. 

Wanda Smith was crowned "Miss Willis High School 

of 1960" at a beauty contest held Decemb e r 3. The 
contest was organized and sponsored by the W .H. S . 
faculty and each of the thirty-three contestants we re 
sponsored by a local business or some individual . 

May 26 -27 marked the date of the 1960 annual senior 
trip.to Washington, D. C. 

The Future Farmers were awarded a plaque for being 
chosen as having the best chapter in the area . The Future 
Homemakers made and hung new curtains for the stage . 

Parents and friends of students in grades five through 
nine met June 13, 1960 to organize a band and a Band 
Booster Club for the coming year . Mr. Robert Umberger, 
band instructor, organized the interested students during 
the first week of August. Donations and many fw1d raising 
projects were car r i e d on in order to finance the first 
year . The club ended the first term in May of 1961 w ith 
$700 to draw interest and $237. 78 on checking account 
in the Floyd County Bank. 

May 16, 1961,launched the Band Club's second year . 
They have purchased a $200 instrument and have donated 
$50 toward the publishing of the school' s history. There 
is now $800 in the club's treasury. The Band Club sponsors 
some form of community entertainment each month. 

Plays still create int e re st for jw1iors and se niors at W .H . S. 

D 
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Tangible honors bestowed upon W .H.S. from 1935 to 1960. 



The 1960 Seniors strike "tourist pose 11 during trip to na tion' s capitol. 
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Sophomore a gr i cu 1 tu r e c l ass members 
participate in dairy judging. 



1960-1961 

Willi sw a s reaching m aturi ty but sh e wa s still gaining 
in the fi eld of knowl e dg e and accomplishm ent. 

Thus w e have come to the present with Willis High 
School about to b e bidden farewell and forgotten. On 1 y 
the 1962 edition of h e r accomplishments rem ains to be 
compiled. This hi story and the opening of her cornerstone 
will be the last tributes to ward her. Willis High has be en 
good to all of those of us who hav e known her, but, alas, 
she has served her purpose and must be discarded as are 
all things that hav e been used and are no longer of v alue. 
During the fle eting y ears we will look back and think of 
our Alma Mater, but she will be gone ... gone, never to 
re turn ... 

The school yearbook, THE EAGLE, won a first place 
state trophy in th e 1960-61 S.I.P.A. conferenc e . 

The F .F . A . boys brought honor and sple ndor to the ir 
chapter again w ith a dairy judging a ward and the out­
standing ar e a chapte r plaqu e . 

The 1961 graduating class wa s the larg e st in the history 
of the school with forty -thre e m e mb ers . 

Among the hills of the great southw est 

Is a high school w e alw ays love the best. 

She spares not tim e nor efforts small 

To be faithful to us when'ere we call. 

We '11 sing her praises ever more 

From mountain top to shore; 

And w e 'll drink her health with a heart sincere 

And her honor hold alw ays very d ear. 

Will is High School, Willis High School, 

W e are singing, praises ringing, 

With the pride of old Virginia, 

Willis High School, here's to YOU! 
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Future homemaker tidies up th e class d inin g room. 

First May Q ueen of Wi llis High, Lauretta Hylton , w ith two attendan ts 
in 19 24. 

£a r ! y Home Econom ics Club 
members . 

1924 stude nts pose on boa rd wal k that l ed to land joining 
the sc hool g rounds . This pla nk wa lk "as lat e r rep l ac ed by 
the present concre te one . 
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Members of a Thank sgi\·in9 play ca st pose in costum e for a snap­
shot . 

T y pical students dress o f 1923 a nd 1924 

Students li st en a tt enti,·e ly to Professor S .J. Thompson during a c la ss period . 

1924-25 students pose on fr on t steps of W .A . H,S, 

Mrs . A .F. T obler, a 19 17 - 19 18 
sc hoo l Lcac h e r a t W . H . S . 

Students of 1925-26 
First row: G eorge Neece , Randolph Noell , Bertha 'W illiams, Ethel D ehart, Pa ulin e Harmon , Grac ie De hart, Josephine 
Quesenbeny, Kate Cox (t e acher), Will ia m Delf Bradbury (principal), Harold Do nn e lly . Second row: Claude Rector, 

J ess i e Conner, Elm e r Keith, Ha ze l Sutph in, Quinton Do nn e lly, Iva \•Vad e, Martin Gardner, Fre eda Slaughter , Fra nk 
Hylto n, Ste ll a Phlegar, Tre nt \•Vee ks, ·wa rre n Dunn, G eo rg e Neece . Third row: \'\1inni e Wade, Beatrice 'A' eeks , Sue 

Gardn e r, Senora Harmon, Lonnie Keith, Kate \Veddl e , John Conner, White, May Hy lton, H enritta 'Neeks, Annie 

H a rm on, Be m ett Poff, Raymond Gardner, Haze l Phillips, V ictor Burn ett, Patti e Gardner . Fourth row: Luther Ivlarsha ll, 
RutJ1 Gardner, Harry Keith, lvra Laymon s, Troy \·Vee ks, Freeda Hannon, Arney \.Yad e, Mabe l Gardn e r, Ovan Gardner , 
Love lyn Stover, McClure Phlegar, Bree man Poff , Elree Ha rm on, Cha rl es Donnelly, Edn a Lee Hylton. 



Membe rs of 1961-62 band: First row: Art hur Spence , Quention Keith, Patricia Spence, Linda Spenc e , Kati e Spe nc e i Reeda Burne tt e , Gus How e ll, C lyd e 
Smithers, Ji mmy Spence, Te rry Reed . Second row: Darrel1 Hollandsworth, Sandra Harris, Eunice Layman, Lest e r Bond, Blan e Po ff, S t e phe n Hill, Bre nd a 
Lester, Joe Boonei Edwa rd Weeks , Lin da Boyd, David W e eks . 

Band Boost er Club Officers: Seated: Mrs . Haro ld Weeks , 
Mrs. We rt Harris, Mrs. W. ) . Boone . Standing : Mr . jack 
Kaufman, band director, and Mr. Elmer H arr is . 
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In Memoriam 
In a fina l tribute to those who have served Willis High School loyally and well, we 

list the names of the students and the year of their graduation, and of the faculty 

members a nd t h e years they taught at W .H.S . 

STUDENTS 

1920-1921 Bennet Riner Will is 

1924-1925 Lowell Nease 
1926-1927 Zelva H arris 

G uida Wade 
193 1 -1932 Cl eve land Poff 

Rush Wedd l e 
1932-1939 Clevie Cox 

Ella Donnelly 
1933-1934 Vernon Rutrough 

Fred Sumpter 
1935 - 1936 Arvie Maberry 

Alred a Weeks 
1936-1937 Russell Weeks 

Geneva Hylton 
1937-1938 Merlin Quesenberry 

Sam Burnette, Jr. 
1938-1939 Cecil Hylton 
1939-1940 Jay Akers 

Arnold Gall imore 

1940 - 1941 Kathlyn Boyd 
1941 - 1942 Roy Cleve Akers 

Ralph W . Dul aney 
1942 - 1943 Marvin Harmon 
1947-1948 J . C. Hollandsworth 
1949- 1950 Marvin Phillips 
1950 - 1951 Fl oyd Reed 
1956-1957 Billy Sutphin 
1958 - 1959 George Woolwine 

FACULTY 

1921- 1924 S.G . Thompson 
1922-1928 J.A.L. Sutphin 
1935-1936 Nerva Austin 
1939- 1941 E. C. Shortt 

] . E . Showalter 
1946 - 1949 Y . P . Scruggs 
1946 - 1948 Lena Canaday 

33 



I 
I 

Cl ass of 1920 - 21 
First row: Joe Poff, Hunter Akers, Sherman Weeks , Riner Willis. 

C l ass of 1924 - 25 
First row: Nell Dickerson, Mozell e Sti ll we ll , Low ell Nease, Mi ll is Cox , Weeda 
Quesenberry , Nancy Harmon. Second ro w: He l e n Di c kerson , Rut h Grahan1, 
Ruby Weeks , Mr . Ben tl ey Hite (principa l ) , Effie Ke ith , Ruth N case. Not 
pictured: Elme r Gardner. 

C l ass of 1927 -28 
First row: Lydia Poff , Ruth Hylton, Beatrice Weeks, Sue Gardner , Patty Gardner , Stell a Phl ega r . Second row: Wi ll iam D e lf Bradbury (prin c ipa l} , Lonni e Kei th, 
Frank Hy !ton , Burnett Poff , Luther Marshall . 



Class of 1928 -29 
First row: Freeda Ha rmon, Ruth G a rdn e r 1 Kat e \V eddl e , Senora Harman, Mae Conner , Ivra Layman . 

Class of 1929-30 
First row: Reva Wade, Mildred H armon, Lois Cannaday , Pa ulin e K e ith , The l ma Don n elly , Pierce Weeks , Carmon Hylton , Lo rra in e Sut ph in, The l ma Ha rmon, 
Rose tta Slusher, Lauretta Hylton, Edmund Heinis . Not picture d: Iva 'Wade , V ictor Burnette . 



Class of 1930-31 
First row: Vera Thompson, Ila Ald erman , Una Hylton, Thel ma Earles, Ju an ita Page, Norma Ha rma n, Paul Cox (principa l). Second row: Elizabeth Einst e in 
(teacher ), Renva Weeks, Horatio Quesenberry, Howard Dickerson, Jacob M. Harmon, Harmon Hylton , Kate E. Weddle. 

Class of 1931-32 
First row: Minnie Slusher, Stell a Cox, Lois Slusher, Livisie Quesenberry, Iul a Sl aughter, Beulah Harmon. Second row: Paul Cox (principal), Carli e Ke ith, 
Demas Gallimore , Cleve land Poff. Ru<h Weddle . 



C l ass of 1932 -33 
F irst row: Emslcy Gardn er, Ida Di c kerson , Ilor Simmons , Ella Donne ll y, Rache l Puff , Ethel Wad e , Rox i e Bishop, Onet a Ke ith . Second row: Carl Poff , Tazwetl 
Ca ldwe ll , Joh n 'Nill Wedd l e , McCoy Thompson, N1a uric e R utrough , Luci ll e H an11on , De nton Harman, Paul eda Hyltun, C levie Cox. 

C l ass of 1935 - 36 
First row : H a r ry Weeks , R ic h ard Harmon, Ga l e n \Veddl e, Arv i e ?v1aberry, Marti n Gardner, H elen Smith, Al reda \¥eeks, Beatrice Hatcher, Opal Teel , Evans 
T hompson , A l ice Dickerson. Second row: Eldon Dickerson, C larenc e Hyl ton, J r., Sy l vian Hylton, Ec mon Thompson , Evalane Dickerson , Iris Dickerson, Ellen Gay Weeks . 



Class of 1936-37 
First row: Reva Wade , Wa llace Hy l ton, Maudie Boyd, Erc e ll Hylton, Ethe lene Hill. Second row: J.B . Dick erson (usher ), Frances Burnette (ush e r), Virginia 
Hy lton, Ruth Spenc e . Third row: Erv in Cox , Russe ll Weeks , Lula Mae Cox , G eneva Hylton, Mildred Earles, Claud e S lush er, Jr . , Lila M.:i. e Collier, Margaret 
Dickerson, June Harmon, Vertie Stanley , Vivian Stanl ey (usher), Ho ward Hylton (usher ). 

Class of 1937 -38 
First row: Mel va 'A' ebb, Estel ene Shelor, Frances Burnett e , Vivian Stanl ey , He len Ald erman, Irene H arris . Second row: Kathl ene Wedd le , Edna Hylton, E.st e ll e 
Branscomb, Edith Hylton, Loraine Hylton, Ola Dick erson , Lucille Smith. Third row: Myrtle Hatcher, Darius Flinchum, Merlin Quesenberry , In ez Qu es inb erry, 
Lincoln Reed, Howard Hylton. Fourth row: Pershing Hatc her , Sam Burnette , Jr. , Warren Cannaday, Townsend Moles, Ralph \\l eek s , J.B . Di ckerson, R.O . 
Slusher, Jr. , Handford Webb. 



Class of 1940- 4 1 

Class of 1938 -39 
First row: Dorothy Weeks , Sylvia Vaughn, Al ethia 
Gardner , Ruth Reed, Florence Hylton, Harvey B. 
Reed . Second row: Opal Dul aney, Evah Hill, 
Marie Childress , Nell Conduff, Eula Barnhart , 
Ruby Alderman. Thi rd row: Rheda Alderman, Eula 
Alderman, Vi rgie Keith , Col en Teel , Lafayette 
V aughn . Fourth row: Virgil Hy lton, Cecil Hylton, 
H arold Weeks. Not pic tured: Inez Dickerson,El mo 
Dic k erson , Vi rgin ia Mangus , Wyatt Phill ips , Casse l 
Quesenberry, Mary Ethe l ·wade . 

F irst row: Kathly n Boyd , Weeda Weeks , Anneta T ate , Cl arah D ickerson , Arbutus Vaughan. Second row: Marjorie Hannon, Ethel McPeake 1 

Gaynor Al derman , Vi o l et Ba llinger , Gol d i e Quesenbe rry, G eneva Teel. T h ird row: Ward Reed , Archie Phi ll ips , Ruth Cannaday, Will iam 
Castl e , Ovi ll a Reed , Troy Akers , Syl v ia Ma rsha ll , Ju lian lv1arshall. Not pictured: Macie Q uesenberry. 



C lass of 194 1 -42 
First ro w: Jewell Slusher, Vernon Dickerson , Isabel Gall i more , Ruth Merle Sutphin , Glenvar Harman, Marie Harr is . Second row: C o ll is Goad , Sy lvia Harris, 
Ralph Dul aney, Irma Rigney, Vasco Hyl ton , Louvenia Howel l. Third row: Ralph Cannaday , Essie Duncan , Hug h Conduff , Mi ldred Marsha ll, Robe rt Ken l ey , 
Vivian Vaughan. Fourth row: Elrica Sowers, Alta Marshall , Frederi ck Scruggs , Iressa Quesenberry, C l eve Akers , Marg i e Ree d, Lorrain e Sutph in. Fi fth row: 
Junior Vaughn , Maurice Hylton, Harden Reed , Ray Harris, Junior Phill ips. Not pictured : !vol Gay Q uesenberry . 

Class of 1942-43 
First row: Jesse Webb, Sue Hylton , Avon Starr, Claudine Bel cher , Gene Draper, Gladys Reed. Second row: Dempsy Lester , El s i e Reed , Marvin Harn1an, 
Margaret Harman, Lawrence Hylton , Ruby Harris , Ralph Howell. Third row: Alta Vaughan, Jun io r Akers , Juanita Ha rris, Hany Moo re , Kat ie Spe nce. Four th 
row: Journell Marshall , Frankie Bishop , Eula Weeks, Virgie Lee Quesenberry, Mabe l Sl usher, Kate Hy lton , Ug i e Qu esenbeny, Oneda Bonds , Ann Conduff , Ed ith 
Akers, Ruby Quesenberry , Eula Mae Duncan, Robert Castle. 



--------, 

C l ass of 1946-47 
First row: Lorene Harri s , Core ne Harris, V e lva Rea Harris, Zul a Harri s, Colleen Duncan, Nclva \Vade, Mari e Harmon , Nancy Willis, Lo is Starr, Be(ty Helms. 
Second row: Virginia Phillips, Regenia Reece, G loeda Gallimore , Lula Keit h, Murie l Cox, Betty J ean Bolt, Christine DeHart, Eul a Walker , Louise Keith. 
Th ird row: Shirl ey Akers, Nelson Bishop , Betty Jane Ntarshall, G eneva Leste r, lvtaxie Duncan, Nancy Akers, Florence Harman, VVa llace Harris, Ca lvin Willis . 
Fourth row: Billy Conduff, Gaylon Sowers, Carlin lv1aberry , Clarke Philli ps , James Marshall, Russell Harris, Maurice Marshall, Melvin Wade. Fifth row: Oscola 
Harris, Ivan Wade , Arc h ie Juni or Simmons, Luther Bo lt. 

Class of 1947 -48 

First row: Arnold Del-lart , V e ra Mae Marsh a ll, Kate Cox , G eneva Bishop, W ill i e Jan e Weeks, Lena Ho ll andsworth, Joe Williams, Maiy Alice Akers , Ada 
Harris, Lora A ldennan , Edna Harmon, Lucil l e Quesenbefl)' , Cobern Quesenberry. Second row: Ri chard Harr is, J .C. Hollandsworth, Harold Bolt, Doris Ann 
Semones , Sybi l Harris, Jz e ll Bolt, Doris Goad , Nell i e Ntarsha ll , Mary Ellen Bower, Coleen Spence, Clifton Gardner, Russell Quesenberry , Berlie Phillips. 
Third row: Leonard Harris, Eskrinc Ake rs , Anita Hollandsworth, Winni e Martin, June Hollandsworth, Gwyna Sutphin , J. ·w. Harris, j ean Hodges, Betty Lou 
Underwood, V eda C ock ran, VVanda Lou Wedd le , Pauleda Simmons, Lawrence Ho well, Hugh Goad· 



Class of 1948 - 49 . H · Second ro"" First row: Kemp Harris, Rudolph Marshall, Coleen Bolt , Lora Hollandsworth, Mava Wi llis , Elrica Quesenberry , Charl es Quesenb e rry, Robert a~is. day Third 
Hassell Weeks , Ralph Duncan, Edward Shelor, Nova June Bolt, Bobby Lou Starr, Faye Hollandsworth , Wayne Donnelly, Drexe l Lyo ns , Paul anna · 
row: Edward Altizer, Dillard Harris, Erwin Goad, Gioia Alley , Nina Bishop, Veda Mae Harris , Bobby Akers, Victor Hy lton , Robert Howel l. 

Class of 1949-SO B" 
1 

op Odell W illi s , First row: Edison Moles , Glend_a Cox DeHart , Reva Harris, N ina Hollandsworth , Bobby Jean Poff, Alva Mae Harmon , Edith Altizer,. Reva • S~ou' Goad , Gibson 
Gene Turner. Second row: Ph1ll1p Weddle , Claudia Marshall Marvin Marshal l Nelda Rea Sutphin , Betty Sue Altizer , Dons Su tphm, Betty p 

1 
Belcher W k V I

. M h II Od Ph"! · ' ' · J · p -· D d aney , au • ee s, er ie ars a , en 1 lips . Third row: Kenneth Hodges Pauline Harri s Cl aude Hylton Clara Kc 1th, Ruby <e1th , re nt1s l D a n Matvin N 
L K R" h rdC F · ' ' ' · · · Q b c 1·nron unc 1 " ancy ea emp, 1c a ox . ·ourth row: David Lee Harris C ecil Phillips Neva Dell Akers, Evelyn Pl11ll1 ps, Elizabet h uesen e rry , 1 Phillips . Not pictured: Leonard Hylton. ' ' 
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Class of 1950 - 51 

First row: A rv il H arma n, Thc l n1a A ll ey , j ea n Recd , Dorothy H a ni s , lv1ardc ll Goad , Ze l wood Bi shop, lvl a j e lla Ho ll andsworth , Peggy Akers , Maritha Alderman, 
F loyd Recd. Second row: G ene Vau9Ju1 , C ath e rine Smit h, Et h e l ca n lvkAlcxande r, Pansy Higgs, Reva Akers , Fe rn Hodges , Ida Flinchum, Margaret Hollandsworth , 
Arl e n Math e rly, Euni ce \.V hit c , J\:orman Bolt. Thi rd row: Robert Hylt o n, :f\1c lv in Dul aney , V iolet Reec e , \ Vinni e Philli ps , Opal Vipperman, Josephine Bowers, 
Cova Bolt, Be ulah H o ll andsworth, Majori ~ S . Goad, Elwood G oad , Gordon iv\oo re. Fourth ro w: Ray She lo r, lvlerl !v1artin, Ervin Dllilcan, Dorothy Keith, Bertie 
Mac Dalton, H azel Marsha ll, Joy Bol t, Carl \'Vcddl c , \V illi a m \·Vcdd l c , Eugene Keith. 

C l ass of 1951 - 52 
First row: Gueindolinc W illi s , Hattie Philli ps 1 Winnie Quesen be rry, H e l en Ho ll andsworth , .Mary Frances Caldwell, Barbara H owell. Second row: Anna Mae 
McPeak, Betty Jun e Wade, Katy Ann K e ith, N e lda Su e Spence , Gl o ria Mae Lest e r, Russe ll Ke ith, V e ld a Willis, Anna Dean Bishop. Third row: Louise Burnette, 
Major Re ed, Donald Sutphin, Jim my Lee Wedd le , Minerva H o ll a nd sworth, Russe ll Cox , T eddi e Altizer , Goldi e Phill ips. fourth row: Freeda Ke i th, Kenneth 
Hollandsworth, Paul W eeks , Lawre nc e M::lrshall, Rob e rt H::lrmon, l v::l n Green, Ru sse ll VV est, Maurice Smith, Harold Howell, Paul Cox . 



Class of 1952 - 53 
First row: Clonie Stanley, Al ene Craig , Lois Turman, Zane Gallimore. Second row: Russe ll Quese nberry 1 Ray Bishop. 

Class of 1953 -54 

-
--

. ·. - - --

First row: Shelby Jean Slusher , Iris Lee Philli ps, Evah Ald erman , Mozel Fayne, Maxine Simpkins, Dorothy Belcher , Betty Je an A lderman , Nancy Lou Duncan, Bonnie Marshall, Dott e Harri s , Doretta Akers, Shirley Cox , Franc es Cox. Second row: She rrell Poff, Catherine Keith , Betty A nn Ake rs , Elizabeth Marsha ll, Betty Sue Weddle , Wend ell Hel ms , Jeanette Bishop , Irma Jea n Phillips , Jo Ann Weeks, Ann Hill, Carlton Harmon. Third row: J c rmings Bol t, Clare nce Howell, Donald Henley, Quinton Bishop , Vernon Baker, Rob ert Duncan , Lowell Webb , Bruce Belch e r, Arc hi e Cox, Roge r Clay. 
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Class of 19 S4 -SS 

First row: Bessie Reed, Bonni e Hollandsworth, Rosalind Harmon, Hazel Phillips, Kathryn Sowers, Nell Jane Hylton , Jean Boyd, Katie Mae Weddle, Mildred 
Hylton. Second row: Ramond Howell, Donald Turman, Eunice Mitchell, Mav a W illi s, Glada Reed, Cleveland Harris, Jr., Elsie Hall, Cora Ann Gardner, Jean 
Quesenberiy, How ard Spence, Jr . , Elvin Hylton. Third row: Robert Slaughter, Leon Dulaney, Kate Weeks, Bonelene Keith, Louise Belcher, Johnny Boothe, 
Goldie Dickerson, A ldene Phillips, Phyllis Akers Poff, Lonzie Ald erman , J.E. Bolt. Fourth row: Dale Wade, Arlie Dalton, Rosie Buckner, Ju anita Sutphin, 
Reda Phillips, Heniy H a ll, Ocie Marshall, Martha Estes, Shelva Ratliff, Jack Hylton, Frelin Quesenberiy. 

Class of 19SS-56 
First row: Miles Harri s , Harold A lderman, Joyce Goad, Ramona Mitchell, Odetta Bond, Blanche Sowers Phillips, Pauletta Weeks, Margarete Strehl , Hanford 
Bond , J. V. Wi llis . Second row: Frank Phillips, Wayne Webb, Lois Dalton, Wanda Harmon , Clevie Goad Shockley, Ruth Ann Dulaney, Elizabeth Bishop, Noble 
Cox, Ward Bolt, Lincoln Weddle. Third row: Coy Keith, Lowell C lay, C li nton Wade , Eloise Hollandsworth, Wilma Cox, Mildred Caldwell, Huston Bowman(did 
not graduateL Edsel He l ms , Dorris He l ms. Fourth row: David Harm o n, Billy Reece , Wanda Hylton, Ruth Cox, Ll oyd Akers, Joe Cox. Not pictured: Goldi e 
Ne ster. 
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C l ass of 1956-57 
First row: Phyllis D. Slaughter, Ruby Phillips, Ruth Poff, Betty Lou Stanley, Wanda Cox, He len Bolt, Emogene Howell, Phyllis H. Thompson, O lli e Mae Phi lli ps, 
Lois D. Reed, Josephine i-1. Alderman. Second row: Charlie Harris, Carole Thompson, Loi s Akers , Kathleen Burnette , Mildred Burne tt e , Evelyn Quesenberry, 
Alreta Weddle, Glenna Cox , Je rry Hollandsworth. Third ro w: David Vaughn, J. B. Mitchell , Jr ., Donna Je an Weeks, Joan Quesenberry , Danny Wade , Betty 
Simpkins , Wilma Hyl ton , Joe Billy Reece, Alva Duncan . Fourth row: Willa rd Goad, Joe Davis Harris, Jabe Hollandsworth , Arlen Mabery, Frank Hylton, Bi lly 
Sutphin, Randolph Hollandsworth . Not pictured: James Cox . 

Class of 1957-58 
First row: Richard Marshall, Lucill e Holl andsworth, Linda Willi ams Wade , Paul eta Goad , Lillian Harris, Phy ll is Dickerson, Janet Poff, Phy II is S mith Hollandsworth, 
Sara Sue Simpkins , Phyllis Woolwin e , Elwood Huff . Second row: Carlin Willis, Mary Ann Simmons, Darl e ne Hubbard Hylton, Hall ie VV c bb Semones , Pea rli e 
Bishop, Phyllis Mitchell, Veva Belcher Hubbard, Wil ma K eith, Gl enna Clay, Larrene Q uese nberry, Donnie Phi ll ips. Third row: Bu e l Bo lt , Joe Cox, Judy Harri s 
Dulaney , Joanne Ha rmon, Kitty Gardner, Mary Ruth S. Stephens , Roselyn Poff , Glenna Turman, David Mc Pea k, Richard Turman. Fourth ro\\' : Ja m es Akers , 
Wilkie Co x , Jo e Harman, Theodore Marshall, Ha rry Sowers, Jr., Reif Bond, Steve Ne ster , Ned Stockner. Not pictured: Ba rbara Weeks Ba i n. Summer School 
Graduate: Wayland Burnette . 



C lass of 1958 - 59 
First row: Esker Lee Akers , R cneda Cox , Sy lvia Phillips , Ard ith Ho llandsworth, Doris Kemp , Lore tta Duncan , Zula Shelton , Lois Branscome , Darlene Boyd , 
Richard Turman. Second row : Earl Va u g h n , Bo n n ie H o llandsworth, V i rg in ia Cox , Faye Philli ps , G eorge 'Woolwine , G eraldine Burnette , Joanna Turman, Nellie 
Booth e , Ea rl Re ece. Third row: Rona ld Weddl e , Dclene G oad, Le ah Sm it h , C l into n W a d e , Je rry Ph illips, Barbara Weddle , Barbara Bolt, Ward Reece . Fourth 
row: Ha rl a n \Vade , Da llas H ubbard, Ben1ard Du n c an 1 Alfred Bol t , Carlil e H arr is , H a rl ess Su tph in , Dougl as Bolt . Summer School Graduate: Christine Hylton 
(Not pic tured ) . 

C l ass of 1959 - 60 
Fi rst row: Frances A lde rma n, C harl e n e Hatc h er , Mabe l Hubb ard , Hilda Duncan , Rac h el Sl a ug hte r, Iva Jane Belcher , Betty Harris , Rosa Hel ms , Arlen e Akers, 
Jo ann Criner , Brend a H o ll and swo rth. Se con d row : Co rv in \'\fcdd l e , Norma \Va de 1 Joseph in e Po ff, Jv1argare t H a rman i Wayne Philli ps

1 
Sandra Vr/ eeks,Ruth Spence, 

Be tty Hill, Posey V a ug lu 1. T hi rd row: Ea rn es t W ade , M arga ret Poff , Lena T u rman, Ledford Bolt, Brown Spence , Vi rginia Turman, Joyce Hylton, E•.rans 
Holl a ndsworth. Fo u rt h row: Gl en da! S utph in , Larry H o ll a ndswo rth, G l en H a rri s , \·Vayn e Ra tli ff, Bill Gard ne r, Fay Spence, Be rgie Hatcher. Summer School 
G rad uat e: R ic h ard Ake rs (Not pictured ). 



Class of 1960-61 
First row: Roslie Spence, Joyce Dale Harris, Glynda Hancock, Joyce Ann Alley, Becky Howell, Iris Gail Dalton, Agnes Dalton, Bonnie Cox, Barbara Vaughn, 
Lea Wade, Mazy Cox. Second row: Tennis Weeks, David Hylton, Learline Burnette, Carolyn Lorton, Carolyn Keith, Vesta Hannon, Freeda Harris, Loraine 
Burnette, Nancy Goad, William Akers, Delmas Mitchell. Third row: Gerald Smith, Lloyd Flinchum, Ronald Thompson, Calvin Rorrer, Glen Boyd, Ronald 
Harris, Larry Pugh, Roland Spence, Clyde Bishop, Loren Phillips. Fourth row: Ren Hollandsworth , Jack Donnelly, Alvin Harris, Tommy Alderman, Richard 
Cox, Edward Mabery, David Harris, Kendall Clay, Neddie Pugh. Summer School Graduates: Rodney Vaughn, Irvine Hy lton. 

Class of 1961-62 
First row: C arole Harris, Glenda Mitchell , Linda Slaughter, Jo Ann Mitchell, Etta Burnette, Gail Bishop, Faye Phillips, Judy Hollandsworth, Catherine Gardner, 
.Alreda Hubbard, Judy H. Pugh, Nancy Bolt, Joyce Helms. Second row: Mary Helen Cox, Judith Weeks , Barbara Keith, Judy Turman, Vera Duncan, Margaret 
Phillips, Wanda Smith , bonnita Worrell, Virginia Dulaney, Jackie Quesenberry. Third row: Larry Jamison, Kenny Gordon, Elvin Dunc~'" Donald Alderman, 
Rollie Simpkins, Douglas Phillips, Harry Hill, Scotty Boothe, Allen Cox. Not pictured: Jimmy Goad. Summer School Graduates: Ann Weeks (Not pictured), 
Donald Alderman, Larry Ja mison . 
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THE PAST IS COMPLETE; there can be no additions or 
subtractions. It has been previously r ecord ed in the 
volumes of the library of Willis High School and summa­
rized on the preceding p ages . 

THE PRESENT IS CONSTANTLY CHANGING; there fore , 
we com p i 1 e this v o 1 u m e, page by page, chapter by 
chapter, as the cont ents take the ir fin a 1 form. As we 
turn the pages o f this 1962 EAGLE, we shall witness the 
formation of this final record as it is compl eted and 
added to the library of vol umes re l ating past events of 

W illis High School. 
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W.H.S. Features 3 R's 

SC IENC E 



Reading, 'Ri ting 

SCHEDULE 1961-62 

II III IV v VI 
Teacher 9:00-9:55 10:00-10:55 11:00-11:55 11 :55 -1:05 1: 10-2: 10 2 :10-3:10 

Agee Shop II Agriculture 10 Agriculture 9 Sho 

Strickler Agriculture 11 Agriculture 12 Shop Agriculture 9 

Gardner Home Economics 11 Hom e Economics 12 Home Economics 10 Hom e Economic s 9 Home Economics 9 

Shelor Shorthand Bookkee in T y ping II Typing I-A Typing 1-B 

Turman Biology 10 -A Biology 10 -B Science 9-A Science 9 -B Chemistry Study Hall 

Coe Physical Edcuation 9 World Geography World History Pllbsical Education 
Study Hall 

Frazier En lish 12-A Stud Hall English 12 -B J ournalisrn English 11-A English 11-B 

Dunford Stud Hall Ph sic al Education 9 Histo 11-A Histo 11-B Physical Educat ion 1 Government 
General Business General, Business 

Dickerson English 10-A 10-A Study Hall 10-B Civics English 10-B 

Mills Mathematics 1-A Algebra II Mathematics 1-B Study Hall Algebra I 

Spence English 9-A Study Hall Study Hall Study Hall Study Hall English 9 -B 

Kaufman Band 

Quesenberry Glee Club 

SOCIAL SCIENCE MUSIC 



and Recreation 

Work is play in the school's annual magazine 
campaign, and students vie for sales. 

Basketball is "THE" sport at W. H. S. --playe rs put mind and 
body into the game. 

Coupl es waltz to the romantic strains of "heaven-sent" music 
at on e of th e four annual W .H.S . dances. 
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W .H.S. students seem to be natural-born salesmen. 
They are setting off once more to sell ads for the 
support of school publications . 

Many honors have been taken by W.H.S. 
students for their alma mater-including a 
first -plac e troph y from S.I.P.A. for the 
1960 EAGLE. 

Symbolic of our club work is the Student Cooperative 
A ssoc iation, which guides and coordinat es the seven 
clubs of W .H. S. and their v arious activities. 



----

ADMINISTRATION 

Superintendent 

Principals 

Teachers 

Secretary 

Workers 

- ------- ---------
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MR . ALONZO MONDAY 
B.A., Emory and Henry C oll ege 

M.A ., Peabody Coll ege 
Superintendent of Floyd County Schools 

MR . N . P. STOC KN ER 

In guiding students to a full education and to the building 
of a well-rounded life, the faculty at W .H .S. have used all 
their talents. 

A staff of 18 dedicated persons, including teachers, princi­
pals, and a secretary, is devoting its elf to supply the students 
at W .H.S. with all the tools and dreams they w ill need to be­
come tomorrow's citizens. 

By executing well this task of building the future from the 
present, the Administrative Staff of W .H.S. is indeed making 
the last year for Willis High School its best. 

B. S . , Univers ity of Arkansas 
Princi pa l of Willi s High Schoo l 

MISS ARLENE AKERS 
Secreta1y 
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MR_, W ILLI AM G . DAVIS 
B.A., Mi lli gan Coll ege 

M . Ed. , V. P . I. 
Prin c ipa l of Wi lli s El eme ntary Sch oo l 



M ISS EM ILY QUESENBERRY 
B. A ., Ge org e to wn Co ll e g e 

Girl s ' Physica l Education, Engli sh, History 
Chora l Group 

MRS . MAGGIE FRAZIER 
B.S,, Radford C oll e g e 

Engli sh, Journali sm 
Editoria l Staff, Qui ll and Sc ro ll 

M ISS STELLA SPENCE 
Radford Coll ege 

Eng li sh 
Librari an 

MISS BEATRICE DICKERSON 
B. A ., Radford Coll eg e 

Eng li sh, Gen eral Bu s in ess , Civics 
LT . A . 

Faculty 

MR. FRANKLIN COE 
B. S. , East T e nn essee State Coll e ge 

Boys' Physica l Educ ation, World Geogra phy, 
Hi story 

Boys' Bask etball T eam 

MRS . NORA GARDNER 
B.S ., Rad fo rd Coll ege 

Hom c Econo mics 
F.H.A. 

MR. CLEVELAND I-L!\RRIS , JR . 
Radford and Bridgewat er Coll eges 

Math, Sc i enc e , Boys' Physic al Educ ation 
Librarian 

MISS NOLA SHELOR 
B.S., Radford Coll eg e 

M . S., V . P.I. 
Bus in ess Ed uc ation 

Edito ria l Staff , Quill a nd Scroll, F. B. L. A. 

MRS . AL TA TURJv\AN 
B. S . 1 Radford Coll ege 

Sci e nce , Engli sh 
S . C . A . 



MR . J . W . ST RICKLER , J R . 
V . P . I. 

Ag ri cu lture, Shop 
F .F . A . 

MRS . ARTHUR SPENC E 
MRS . HU GH SIMMONS 

Cooks 

MISS LAKIE DUNFORD 
B. S., Concord College 

Social Scienc e , Girl s 1 Physica l Educ;ition 
Beta Club,Cheerlead ers,Girls' Basketball Team 

Fa culty 

MRS. NANCY HAR!vtAN 
R::idford Collc9c 

H istory , SciC'ncc 

MRS . FREEDA MIUS 
B. A . , Bridgewat er Coll eg e 

Math 

They Work 

s . c , J\ . 

Too 

MR . H.E . AGEE 
B.S., V.P.1. 

J\gric ulturc, Fa rm IV1cc ha.ni c s 
F .F . A . 

The cooks start work early each morning to 
prepare a well-balanced meal for the approxi­
mately 150 students who will eat lunch each 
day . 

Mr. Bolt, custodian, is kept very busy by 
his many responsibilities around the school. 
Heating the rooms, collecting lunch tickets, and 
general repairs are on 1 y a part of his day at 
Will is High . 

MR. JAMES BOLT 
Custod i an 
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CLASSES 

Cl ass of '62 

Class of , 6 3 

Class of '64 

Class of '65 

Class of '66 

------ ·--------------
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'62 CLASS OFFICERS 

... . ... .. . 
: . : : :: . . .. . •, . . ~ . .. . . 

.. 
.... .. •, 
· .. · .. . . . 
"· 
. .. ... .. .. ·· ... : ..... ... 

ETTA LEE BURNETTE. ..................... Reporter JUDY HOLLANDSWORTH ......•..•......... President 
VIRGINIA DULANEY ..............•....•... Secretary GLENDA MITCHELL. .................. Vice-President 

DOUGLAS PHILLIPS ........................ Treasurer 

Class of 1962 

MRS • ALDEN FRAZIER 
Sponsor 

MISS NOLA SHELOR 
Sponsor 
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DONALD ALDERMAN GAIL BISHOP NANCY BOLT SCOTTY BOOTHE 

Class of 1962 

Willis High School senior queen and attendants at the Floyd County Christmas Parade. 
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I walked into the senior homeroom one morning to 
see a group of my friends huddled together and their 
hushed voices drew me near. 

As the circle momentarily parted to let me enter, I 
saw the point of interest. A mutilated book was spread 
open and on the left page was a picture partially covered 
by a muddy footprint. As my eyes strained to decipher 
the people in the picture, a sad voice inside began quietly 
to explain the meaning of this book. 

"We, 52 students, were just beginning our long, 
hard climb as freshmen in the year of 1958. The five 
who posed in the picture were the officers we chose 
to officiate that year : Etta Lee Burnette, president; 
Catherine Gardner, vice -president; Jo Ann Mitchell, 
secretary; Judy Hollandsworth, treasurer; and Faye 
Phillips, reporter. The two teachers pictured below 
the five were our sponsors, Mrs. Kitty R. Burnette 
and Mr. Harry Keith, Jr. 

"That year we were strange faces to the upper­
classmen, and in the parties and activities we were 
usually present, but not included. " 

ETTA BURNETTE 
ELVIN DUNCAN 

ALLEN COX 
VERA DUNCAN 
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The next page of the book was torn and neither the 
pictures nor the words were legible. This page and the 
following five became clearer as the voice continued in 
its story: 

"In August of 1959 forty-one of u s, smaller in 
number than the year before, climbed the w orn steps 
to our home as sophomores for the coming nine 
months. 

"Five students were elected for the class offices 
from president through reporter: Donald Alderman, 
Elvin Duncan, Jo Ann Mitchell, Rollie Simpkins, and 
Judy Hollandsvrnrth. We were not new members as 
we had been twelve months before, and we changed 
our sponsors to Mrs. Doris Shelor and Miss Beatrice 
Dickerson. That year was spent in trying everything 
from joining every club to dissecting creatures in 
biology." 

MARY HELEN COX 
CATHERINE GARDNER 

VIRGINIA DULANEY 
JIMMY GOAD 



KENNY GOR DON C AR OLE HARRIS JOYCE HELMS HARRY HILL 

Class of 1962 

Seniors plan for senior trip. 
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As we turned the pages of the book slowly, they be­
came cleaner, the pictures became clearer, and that 
quiet voice turned time back to September 2, 1960: 

"Thirty-three students saundered into a single 
room to meet the junior sponsor, Mrs. Alden Frazier. 

"Immediately after our entrance into a new year 
of school, each one of us thirty-three felt a warming 
difference-we were now an active part of the upper­
class activities. 

"The 'Harvest Festival,' Valentine Social, and 
our play, 'Calm Yourself!' coached by Mrs. Frazier, 
kept the days rapidly moving along with our studies 
and our usual extra curricular activities. 

"On May 12 of 1961 we launched our first great 
adventure when we sponsored our Junior-Senior Prom 
and Banquet. Our class president,Judy Hollandsworth 
was mistress of ceremonies and the c 1 ass officers 
Etta Lee Burnette, Wanda Smith, Judy Huff, and 
Catherine Gardner were the prompters. 

"Our junior class met success as members won 
cash prizes in essay contests and one student, Wanda 
Smith, reigned as Miss Willis High of 1960-61." 

BARBARA KEITH 
JO ANN MITCHELL 

JUDY HOLLANDSWORTH 
LARRY JAMISON 
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One girl was steadily turning pages of the book and 
the contents we re more evident than those on the pages 
before, for only slight smudges of finger prints sprinkled 
the page. "This was our senior year ," the voice said and 
my vision of the pages grew dimm er as the depth of 
thought and the quietness of the voice en ve loped me: 

"Three months ago we ushered out the school 
year and the seniors of '61 and now we had reached 
the step vacated by them--the last step of our hard 
climb of high school. 

"Thirty-three was still the sum total of our class 
under the direction of Miss Nola Shelor and Mrs. 
Alden Frazier as we began the last year on August 
24, 1962. 

"Mounting the last step before the rest of the 
class were the officers: Judy Hollandsworth, president; 
Glenda Mitchell, vice-president; Virginia Dulaney, 
secretary; Douglas Phillips, treasurer; a nd Etta Lee 
Burnette, reporter. 

GLENDA MITCHELL 
DOUGLAS PHILLIPS 

ALREDA HUBBARD 
FA YE PHILLIPS 



MARGARET PHILLIPS JUDY PUGH JACKIE QUESENBERRY ROLLIE SIMPKINS 

Class of 1962 

Seniors choose calling cards and invitations. 
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"The winter passed . uneventfully except that 
government got harder and Faye Phillips was chosen 
'Miss Willis High School' by our senior class. 

"Spring brought a shower of events which in­
cluded the senior class trip. Preceding the trip, Senior 
Superlatives were chosen as follows: Best Citizen, 
Allen Cox and Jackie Quesenberry; Most Versatile, 
Elvin Duncan and Judy Hollandsworth; Most Courteous, 
Larry Jamison and Linda Slaughter; Most Athletic, 
Donald Alderman and Faye Phillips; Most Schoo 1 
Spirited, Harry Hill and Jo Ann Mitchell; Most 
Dependable, Douglas Phillips and Glenda Mitchell; 
Most Likely to Succeed, Elvin Duncan and Virginia 
Dulaney; Most Popular, Donald Alderman and Etta 
Lee Burnette." 

I heard the voice and I remembered that ·the last step 
of our journey at Willis High was almost completed. The 
teachers that guided us here are too numerous to name 
and the thanks we have given them are all too few . 

WANDA SMITH 

Mr . Stockner should have added tha nks for the years 
he has kept Willis a place we w ill a lways be proud to 
remember as our ALMA MATER, 

Unconsciously I had been colll1ting the slightly dingy 
pages of the book as they turned and the 20th one was 
startling white, a s if it had nev er been touched. The 
quiet voice grew to a higher pitch as it sa id: 

"You are now in the present-setting the pace 
for the future. The pages filled with stTangeness on 
the white background is each of your futures as you 
go different ways. The book may come to a close 
after these few pages, but the pages in your book of 
life will keep turning, bringing new experiences and 
happiness only if you w ill keep the footprints of time 
from walking upon it . The book that you are looking 
through has no back for it has no end. Miles and years 
may pass quickly, but a memory such as this writing 
fades but never disappears . " 

LINDA SLAUGHTER 

JUDY T URMAN JUDITH WEEKS DONNITA WORRELL 
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'63 CLASS OFFICERS 
BARBARA MITCHELL. •.•....•.•.••..•••.•. Reporter GLEN PHILLIPS ..........••••••.•...•••.•• President 
PHYLLIS HOLLANDSWORTH .••.•••..•..•••• Treasurer C ALVIN HARRIS •.•••••..•..•.••.•••• Vice-President 

JOAN HOLLANDSWORTH ••••.••••••••••••. Secretary 

Class of 1963 

MRS. ALTA TURMAN MISS LAKIE DUNFORD 
Sponsor Sponsor 

FREEDA ALDERM AN 
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I 

CALVIN HARRIS 
DOUGLAS HIGGS 
JEWELL HIGGS 
JOAN HOLLANDSWORTH 

Juniors tangle with business subjects. 

JOYCE 
HOLLANDSWORTH 

PHYLLIS 
HOLLANDSWORTH 

J,W, HYLTON 
JANET HYLTON 
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WELDON BELCHER 
LEWIS CANNADAY 
CLARA CONNER 
EVELYN COX 

MAXIE COX 
NANCY DUNCAN 
MARTIN HALL 
BETTY HARR IS 



ROGER MARSHALL 
BARBARA MITCHELL 
AVIS NESTER 
LINDA NOLEN 

ALREDA PHILLIPS 
GLEN PHILLIPS 
TED PHILLIPS 
VERNA PHILLIPS 

JOE WADE 
HILDA WEBB 

ANN WEEKS 
LARRY WEEKS 
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GEORGE POFF 
JOYCE REECE 
OLEDA REED 
NANCY SMITH 

Juniors make plans for prom • 



MISS BEATRICE DICKERSON 
Sponsor 

'64 CLASS OFFICERS 
CATHERINE VAUGHN .••. , •••.••• Treasurer 
LINDA KEITH •.•••..•••••.• Vice-President 
LINDA LOR TON, .••••••••••.•••• President 
HILDA BURNETTE ••••••••••••••• Secretary 
GAIL BOLT •.•.••••.••••••••••••• Reporter 

MARTHA ALDERMAN 

MISS STELLA SPENCE 
Sponsor 

Sophomores relax between classes. 

Class of 1964 

RUTH ALTIZER 
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L_ 

GAIL BOLT 
ROGER BOLT 

HILDA BURNETTE 
SANDRA CALDWELL 

ALLEN COX 
EUGENE COX 

PAULINE COX 
RACHEL CRINER 

BRENDA BISHOP 
MOZELLE DUNCAN 

NANCY DUNCAN 
DIANA GOAD 

BRENDA HARRIS 
DIANNE HIGGS 

JANNIE HUFF 
LINDA HYLTON 

Class of 1964 

To parse, or not to parse •.. that is the query . 
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RANDALL HYLTON 
DAVID KEITH 

LINDA KEITH 
LINDA LOR TON 

BERTHA MARTIN 
REECE McPEAK, JR. 

DELORES MYERS 
NAN PHILLIPS 

TOBIAS PHILLIPS 
DAVID QUESENBERRY 

DONNIE SLAUGHTER 
RONALD SMITH 

MICHAEL TURMAN 
CATHERINE VAUGHN 

BARBARA WILLARD 
CAROL WILLIAMS 

Class of 1964 

Sophomores work toward their motto, "Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers." 
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Class of 1965 

~ ---- ~ 
'65 CLASS OFFICERS 

KATHERINE HARRIS ••••.•••••••••••.•••.•• Reporter BRENDA SMITH •••••••••.••••.•• • ••••.••• ·Secretary 
JOHNNY PHILLIPS ••••••••••••••••••••••••• President NANCY HARRIS •••••••••••••••••••••• Vice-President 

GRAY AGEE 

NORRIS BELCHER ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Treasurer 

MR. FRANKLIN COE 
Sponsor 

CONNIE BELCHER 

MRS, FREEDA MILLS 
Sponsor 

JO ANN BISHOP 
RICHARD BISHOP 
SYLVIA BOLT 

LESTER BOND 
JOE BOONE 
SHIRLEY BOOTHE 
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Freshmen are eager to learn new things through the following 
ye ars. 

MADALENE BUCKNER 
RICHARD BURNETTE 
DALE COX 

R ENA DUNCAN 
CHR !STINE GOAD 
MA YB ELLENE GOAD 
VELVA DALE GOAD 
ELWOOD HANDY 

BEULAH HARR IS 
JOHN HARR IS 
KATHER INE HARRIS 
LARRY HARR IS 
MARGARET HARR IS 

NANCY HARRIS 
TONY HARR IS 
HELEN HILL 

ROGER DALE COX 
ARNEDIA DAL TON 
BETTY DAL TON 
BILL JOE DILLON 

BETTY HOLLANDSWORTH 
BLONDENE HOLLANDSWORTH 

WANDA HOLLANDSWORTH 
GENEVA HUBBARD 
CARL HUFF 
LINDA I-NL T ON 
VIRGINIA I--NLTON 
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Class of 

MICHAEL BRANSCOME 



1965 

QUENTION KEITH 

Freshmen are introduced to new building. 

JO ANN MAR SHALL 
ANNA DEAN MARTIN 
LEROY MARTIN 
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WILLIAM MAXWELL 
DORSIE MONTGOMERY 
ELAINE PHILLIPS 
JACKIE PHILLIPS 

JOHNNY PHILLIPS 
BLANE POFF 
IVA DELL PRATT 
DALE PUGH 
ANNE QUESENBERRY 

BENNIE QUESENBERRY 
DOUGLAS QUESENBERRY 
SHIRLEY QUESENBERRY 
BARBAR A REED 
DALE REED 

TERRY REED 
CELIA REECE 
BR ENDA SMITH 
MICHAEL SMITH 
ARTHUR SPENCE 

WANDA TUR PIN 
GLENDA WEDDLE 
VERA WEDDLE 
EDWARD WEEKS 
SHEILA WORRELL 



LORENE 
DALTON 

LOWELL 
DALTON 

'66 CLASS OFFICERS 
LORENE DAL TON ••••••.•..••.•..••.. President 
LINDA GALLTh10RE ..•..•.•••..• Vice-President 
BETTY LORTON ••.••..•••••.••••••• Secretary 
RICHARD JOHN'S •••.•••.•••••••••••• Treasurer 
JO ANN VAUGHN' •••••••••••••••••••• Reporter 

MR. CLEVELAND HARRIS, JR. 
Sponsor 

MISS EMILY QUESINBERRY 
Sponsor 

MRS. NANCY HARMAN 
Sponsor 

BONNIE ALDERMAN 
GENEVA ALTIZER 
LEON BELCHER 
PATRICIA BELCHER 

Class of 

NANCY 
DALTON 

MARLIN 
DICKERSON 
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DOYLE 
DILLON 

BETSY BOLT 
TRUMAN BOLT, JR. 
JAMES BOWMAN 
NANNIE MAE BOYD 
KAYE BRANNAN 

WAYNE 
DULANEY 

REEDA BURNETTE 
DAVID CARROLL 
BARBARA COX 
BOBBY COX 
DAVID COX 
GLENDA DALTON 

BONNIE SUE 
DUNCAN 



BRENDA DUNCAN 

Eighth Grade "All Stars." 

ROLAND DUNCAN 
SHIRLEY DUNCAN 

LINDA GALLilv10RE 
PHYLLIS GALLilv10RE 

PHYLLIS GOAD 
SUSIE GOAD 
DALE HALL 

1966 

JEANEAL HIGGS 
STEPHEN HILL 

PATSY HARMAN 
PHILIP HARRIS 
MARGARETTE HELMS 
BETTY HIGGS 

CHRISTINE HOLLANDSWORTH 
DARRELL HOLLANDSWORTH 
MARTHA HOLLANDSWORTH 

PHILLIP HUFF 
SHIRLEY HUFF 
RALPH HYLTON 
R !CHARD JOHNS 
DAVID KEITH 
SUSAN KEITH 

EVELYN 
KENLEY 

\ 

NORMA 
IA FON 

BRENDA 
LESTER 
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BETTY 
LORTON 

CLIFFORD 
MABERRY 

LOIS 
MABERRY 

BARBARA 
MARTIN 



PEGGY 
TURMAN 

BRENDA MARTIN" 

BONNIE 
T UR PIN 

JOYCE MATHERLY 
JUDY MATHERLY 

DONALD MITCHELL 
CLELLEN MOLES 

Eighth graders make drawings for bulletin board. 

Class of 1966 

MYRTLE PENDLETON 
DONALD PHILLIPS 
GENEVA PHILLIPS 

JO ANN 
VAUGHN 

W ILLIAM 
V AUGI-IN" 
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LOVELENE PHILLIPS 
REBA PHILLIPS 
JEAN QUESENBERRY 
CECIL ROOP 

DENNIS 
W ADE 

ARMEN SHOWALTER 
ALICE SMITH 
EDSEL SMITH 
WAYNE SPENCE 
FRANK STANLEY 

JIMMIE SUTPHIN 
JOHN SUTPHIN 
DOUGLAS THOMPSON, JR. 
CONNIE TRAIL 
BRENDA TURMAN 
NANCY TURMAN 

SIDNEY WEBB JOHN DAVID 
WEDDLE 



~ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Honor Clubs 

J ourn ali s tic Clubs 

Voe a tional 
~ 

Clubs 

Sports 

Musical Groups 
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School welfare improved by S. C. A. 

Officers: Freeda Alderman, treasurer; Phyllis Hollandsworth, secretary; Jackie Quesenberry, president; Evelyn Cox, vice­
president; Catherine Vaughn, reporter. 

An S.C. A . committee makes plans, with the sponsor, 
for the Fall Fi esta. 

The S. C .A. is an organization which works for character 
de v el o pm en t, co-operation, and citizenship among the 
students. 

Officers of the council are elected by the student body 
and the representatives are elected in each homeroom. The 
S. C.A. awards school letters, co-sponsors a social, prepares 
bulletin board schedules, and gives P. T. A. programs and 
assembly programs as some of its activities. 
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Points are counted to determine who will 
receive school letters. 

Representatives: Gelia Reece, Martha 
A 1 de rm an, Jo Ann Mitchell, William 
Harris, Elvin Duncan, Dianne Higgs, Hilda 
Webb, Barbara Mitchell. 



Beta Club strives for scholarship 

Officers: Joyce Reece, reporter; Glenda Mitchell, 
treasurer; Judy Hollandsworth, secre ta.ry; Etta Lee Burnette, 

president; Evelyn Co x, vice-president; Miss Lakie 
Dunford, sponsor. 

New Beta officers are installed. 

Beta m e m b er s go to the annual Beta 
Convention at Hotel Roanoke. 

Sponsored by: 
FLOYD GARMENT COMPANY, INC. 

Floyd, Virginia 

The standards for membership in the Beta Club include a 
high scholastic record, good character, commendable attitude, 
and leadership ability. 

The highlights of the year were the co-sponsoring of the 
Fall Fiesta, sending delegates to the Beta Convention, and 
giving gifts to a needy family at Christmas. 

Me111bers: First row: Catherine Gardner, Linda Slaughter, Judy Pugh, Evelyn Cox, 
Alreda Hubbard, Judy Hollandsworth, Etta Lee Burnette, Glenda Mitchell, Wanda 
Sn1ith. Second row: Joyce Reece, Mary Helen Cox, Ann ·weeks, Betty Harris, Freeda 
Alderman, Linda Nolen, Phyllis Holla ndsworth, Jo Ann Mitchell, Virginia Dulaney. 
Third row : Miss Lakie Dunford, sponsor, Randall Hylton, Joe Wade, Glen Phillips . 
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EAGLE Editors: Catherine Vaughn, associate editor; Ann Weeks, associate editor; 
Catherine Gardner, editor-in-chief. 

MISS NOLA SHELOR 
Sponsor 

This twenty-second edition of the Willis High 
School annual, THE EAGLE, marks its final publi­
cation. Ex tra efforts have been put forth to make 
this an outstanding yearbook. For the first time, this 
year, THE EAGLE includes a complete history of 
Willis High School from 1917 until 1962. Twenty­
four extra pages have been added this year over last 
year's 96 pages. The 1962 EAGLE again features a 
four-color picture on a wrap-around cover. 

The staff worked long and devotedly to produce 
this year 's annual. Under the able guidance of Miss 
Nola Shelor, sponsor, the pages of copy and stacks 
of pictures were developed into the 120 pages of the 
1962 EAGLE. 

Annual Staff 
Business Staff: First row: Wanda Smith, Gail Bishop, Douglas 
Phillips, Carole I-:Iarris. Second row: Scotty Boothe, Glenda 
Mitchell, Judy Pugh, Alreda Hubbard, Joyce Helms. Third row: 

The Eagle and The Eaglet 
Annual Staff: First row : Evelyn Cox, Nancy Bolt, Glenda Mitchell, Jo Ann 
Mitchell, Barbara Mitchell, Linda Slaughter. Second row: Etta Lee Burnette, 
Gail Bolt, Linda Lorton, Diana Goad, Ph y 11 is Ho 11 ands worth, Joyce 

HollandS\vorth, Joyce Reece, Kath e rine Harris, Brenda S1nith. Third row: 
Martin Hall, Elvin Duncan, Randall Hylton, T ed Phillips, Jackie Quesenberry, 
Virginia Dulaney, Harry Hill. 



MRS. ALDEN FRAZIER 
Sponsor EAGLET Editors: Linda Nolen, associate editor; Judy Hollandsworth, editor-in­

chief; Sandra Caldwell, associate editor. 

The Eaglet, a six-page newspaper, is edited fiv e 
times a year by the newspaper staff. This year the 
paper has many improvements through the use of 
more pictures, 1nats, and v arious columns. Also, 
as a special feature this year, the paper is concen­
trating on various items of interest and devoting an 
entire page to the coverage of these items. Some of 
these include the school's history, character sketches, 
the consolidation program, and others. 

Each year The Eaglet is sent to S.I.P.A. for 
judging by authorities in journalism, and this y ear, 
for the first time, the paper is being evaluated by 
the R. P. I. News Critical Service. 

Ted Phillips, Barbara Keith, Virginia Dulaney, Jimmy Goad, 
Donald Alderman. Newspaper Staff 

feature school history 
Newspaper Sta ff : F ir st row : Ett a Lee Burnette , Jo Ann Mitchell, Hi lda Burnett e . 
Second row: Faye Philli ps , Ga il Bolt, C ath e rin e Vaughn , Joyce Reece, Glenda 
Mitchell. Third row: Diana Goad, Linda Nolen, K ather ine 1--Ia.rr is . Fourth 

row: Larry Jamison , Randa ll H y l to n, Ted Ph illips, Ja ck ie Quesenbeny, 
Vi rg ini a Dulaney , Harry Hill, David K e i t h, Joan Ho llandsworth, Ba rbar::i 
Mitchell, Linda Slaughter . 



Edi ting history 1s job of Quill and Scroll 

Officers: Linda Nolen, reporter; Nancy Bolt, secretary; Judy 
Hollandsworth, president; Joyce Reece, vice-president; Glenda 
Mitchell, treasurer. 

The Frazier-Shelor Chapter of Quill and Scroll is a 
nationally affiliated organization for the purpose of en­
couraging and rewarding ind iv id u a 1 achievement in 

journalism. 
To be a member of this organization, a student must 

be interested in journalism, he must rank in the upper 
one-third of his class scholastically, and he must be 
approved for membership by the principal, advisors, and 
executiv e secretary of the national organization. 

Organized in 1960, the chapter has been accredited 
for sponsoring some of the following for Willis High 
School: handling school publicity for local papers, editing 
the school history, secur ing films and speakers in the field 
of journalism, and establishing and adding to a journalism 
library . 

Quill and Scroll members are hard at work on school's 
history. 

Linda Nolen works on sch o o 1 column "At Willis 
High" to appear in The Floyd Press. 

Qui ll and Scroll 
Me1nbers: First row: Ann Weeks, Joyce Helms , Catherine Gardner, Judy 
Turman . Second row: Barbara Keith, Jo /\nn Mitchell, Lind a Slaughter, 
Virginia Dulaney. Third row: Etta Lee Burnette , W a.nda Smith, Joan 
Hollandsworth. 

MISS NOLA SHELOR 
MRS. ALDEN FRAZIER 

Sponsors 
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F. B. L.A. conducts follow-up of graduates 
President Jo Ann Mitchell 
awards members with de­
grees. 

F.B.L.A. officers work on follow-up 
study of former graduates. 

The Future Business Leaders of America is a nationally affiliated 
organization for the purpose of creating interest in the business field. 
Membership is open to any regularly enrolled student of Willis High 
School who is taking at least two business subjects. 

Yearly, the chapter sponsors a·March of Dimes Drive for the 
entire county and maintains a school supply store for the convenience 
of students and teachers. The Chapter is also in charge of the V.P.I. 
spelling contest given to the students through their English classes. 
The F.B.L.A. co-sponsors the annual Valentine Social. The major 
project of the Chapter this year is to conduct a follow-up study of all 
the former graduates of Willis High School. 

Members: First row: Joan 1-!dllandsworth, Joyce Hollandsworth, Judy Turman, G a il Bishop, 
Alrcda Hubbard, Margaret Phillips, Judy Hollandsworth. Second row: Linda Nolen, Judith 
Weeks , Donnita Worrell, Barbara Mitchell, Freeda Aldern1an, Wanda Sn1ith, Linda Slaughter, 
Faye Phillips, Barbara Keith . Third row: Donald Aldem1an, Scotty Boothe, Em1ice Harris, 
Junior Duncan, Douglas Higgs, Glen Phillips . 

• 
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MISS NOLA SHELOR 
Sponsor 

Officers: First row: Glenda Mitchell, secretary; 
Joyce Reece, photographer. Second row: Jo 
Ann Mitchell, president; Joyce Helms, vice­
president; Mary Hele n Cox, treasurer ; V irginia 
Dulane y, reporteri Nancy Bolt, chaplain; 
Phyllis Hollandsworth, historian; Glen Phillips, 
parliame ntarian . 

L 

j 



F. H. A. members measure 

Fu tu re 
Homemakers 

MRS. NORA GARDNER 
Sponsor 

of 
MRS, ODEN HARRIS 

Chapter Mother 
America 

BARBARA MITCHELL 
Treasurer 

CAROLE HARRIS 
Secretary JO ANN MITCHELL 

Reporter 

CATHERINE VAUGHN 
Historian 

WANDA SMITH ANN WEEKS JUDY .,fjOLLANDS:-VORTH 
President Vice-President Par liam entanan 

PHYLLIS HOLLANDSWORTH 
Song Leader 

CATHERINE GARDNER 
Photographer 

"Measure Your Values and Look Ahead" was the 
theme selected by the Willis Chapter, Future Home­
makers of America for the year 1961-62. 

The chapter selected good citizenship as its major 
emphasis for the year and programs we re planned around 
ways of deve loping good citizenship through activities in 
the home, school, and community. The prog rams 
presente d were: "Important Values in Fami ly Living," 
"Degrees of Achievement," "Youth's Responsibility in 

Sponsored by: 
FLOYD JEWELRY SHOP 

Floyd, Virginia 84 

SANDRA C ALDWELL 
Pianist 

theGover n ·ment," and "F.H.A.'s Role in Civil 
Defens e ." 

Each member of the ch apter works on projects at 
home which are related to units of work in class in­
struction. 

With knowledge gained and basic skills learned in 
these activities the Willis members can truly say: "We 
are the Future Homem akers of America, We face the 
future with warm courage and high hopes." 



their values and look 

First row: Imogene Agee, Connie Be lcher, Sylvi a Bolt, Maxie Cox, Margie 
Criner, Glenda Mitche ll, Maybc ll ene Goad , Katherine Harris, Betty 
Hollandsworth, J\lrcda Hubba rd, Wanda Hollandsworth. Second row: Carol 
Wi ll iams, Hilda Webb, Mary He le n Cox, Ruth Altizer, Brenda Bishop, Gail 
Bishop, Virginia Hy lton, Pauline Cox, Blondene Holla.ndsworth, Linda Keith, 
Celia Reece, Barb a r a Reed, Judy Turn1an, Jo Ann Marsha ll, Donni ta 
Worrell, Barbara \.Villard. Third row: Wanda Turpin:. Dianne Higgs, Nancy 
Duncan, Jo J\nn Bishop, Nancy Sn1ith, Sharon Dalton, R e na Dw1can, Helen 
Hill, Joan Hollandsworth, Joyce Holl andsworth, Joyce Helms, Oieda Reed, 
Shelia Worrell, Linda Nolen, Virgini a Dulaney . Fourth row:Freeda Aldennan, 

ahead 

Brenda Smith, Joyce Reece, Verna Phillips, Alreda Phillips, Delores Myers, 
Bertha Martin, Etta Lee Burnette, Linda Hylton, Janet Hylton, Jannie Huff. 
Fifth row: Jackie Quesenberry, Velva Goad, Brenda Harris, Rachel Criner, 
Glenda Weddle , Arnedia Dalton, Mozelle Duncan, Elaine Phillips, Fa y e 
Phi 11 i ps, Barbara Keith, Geneva Phillips, Margaret Phillips, Ga il Bolt, 
Margaret Harris, Clara Bell Conner. Sixth row: Kaye Pratt, Linda Slaughter, 
Betty Dalton, Geneva Hubbard, Nancy Harris, Beulah Harris, Linda Hylton, 
Linda Lorton, Am1a Dean Martin, Iva Dell Pratt, Ann Quesenberry, Shirley 
Quesenberry , Hilda Burnette, Judith Weeks, Dianne Go ad, Vera Weddle. 

Seniors work together on their woolen garments . 

Rev . C.H. Loudy speaks at club meeting on 
"Spiritual Values." 
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F .H.A. co-sponsors community square dance. 

Sponsored by : 
FLOYD GARMENT COMPANY 

Floy d , Virginia 



Future Farmers wo r k for 

Officers: Harry Hill, reporter; Rollie Simpkins, treasurer; Donald Alderman, president; Douglas Phillips, 
sentinel ; Joe Wade, v ice-president; Elvin Duncan, secretary. 

The primary a im of the Future Farmers of America is 
the development of agricultural leadership, co-operation, 
and c itizenship. It w orks to crea te more interest in the 
vocation of agriculture and to train the boys who will 
produce the food for tomorrow 's citizens . 

Membership is open to any student enrolled in vo­
cational ag riculture at Willis High School. The club 

' 

. .' __ l ·,_ ___ _. 
Student studies use of e l ectr i c welder in farm mechanics class . 
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makes 4 degrees a vailable to its members, from the 
Greenhand of the first year member through Chapter 
Farmer, State Farmer, and the American or National 
Farmer degree. These degrees are av a i 1ab1 e to any 
member who is willing to work for them. 

Classroom instruction in agriculture . 



agric ultural 

Senio r Class : First row: Allen Cox, K e nny Gordon . Second row : Rollie 
Simpkins, Do n a ld J\ ldern1 a n, Doug las Phi ll ips , Harry I-lill, Elvin Duncan . 

Future Farmers of America 

Sophomor e Class : First row : D av id Q uesenbe rry , R oger Bolt, Dav id Keith, 
T oby Philli ps . Second row: Iva n Phill ips , Donni e Sla ughter, Wil l iam 
Maxw ell, Rona ld Smith. T hird row: Leon a rd Howell, All e n Cox, Eug e n e 
Cox . Fou rt h row : Juni o r M c Pea l<, Leroy Ma rti n, M ichael Tiirm a n. 
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Jun ior Class: First row: Avis Nest er , Roger Marsha ll, Joe Wade, Jewell 
Higgs. Sec ond row: Weldon Bel c her, Lew is C annaday, J .W . Hylton, Roger 
A ldenna n. T hird row: Calvin Harris , T ed Phillips, Douglas Higgs, Larry 
Weeks. 

Freshman Class : First row: Norr is Belcher, ?vl ichael Br:lnscome, Roger Cox, 
Terry Reed, Dale Cox . Second row : John Harris, Lester Bond, Larry Harris, 
Autl1ur Spence . Third row : Elwood Handy, Tony Harr is, Bennie Quesenben-y , 
Dal e Reed. Fourth row : Quention Ke ith, Shirley Boothe, Michael Smith , 
Dale Pugh . Fifth row : Joe Boone, Edward Weeks, Gray Agee, Dong la s 
~1 u es e u b er r y, Blane Poff . Si:<th row : Jol umy Phillips, Jackie Phillips, 
Hi chard Burnette, Bill Joe Dill on . 



F . T . A. en courages teacher recru1 tmen t 

MARTIN HALL 
President 

SANDRA CALDWELL 
Song and Game Leader 

ANN WEEKS 
Chaplain 

BETTY HARRIS 
Vice-President 

JOAN HOLLANDSWORTH LINDA LOR TON 
Historian Chapla in 

EVELYN COX BARBARA KEITH 
Secretary Parliamentarian 

J.W. HYLTON LINDA NOLEN 
Treasurer Reporter 

.....__ 

MISS BEATRICE DICKERSON 
Sponsor F uture T eachers of A merica 

Mrs. Lura Ph 1 e g a r, for 
whom the chapter was 
named. 

The Lura Phlegar Chapter of the Future T eachers of America 
was organized in 1955 by Mr . Elmer Huff, formerW . H.S. 
teacher. The present adviser, Miss Beatrice Dickerson, became 
sponsor of the club in 1958. 

The purposes of the F. T. A. are to interest good students in 
becoming teachers, to develop the beginnings of professional 
attitudes, and to cultivate qualities of leadership, character, 
and scholarship . 

Members pledge to keep the good teacher requirements: 
physical vitality, mental vigor, mora l discrimination, whole­
some personality, helpfulness, knowledge, and leadership . 

Membership is open to any student in grades ten to twelve 
w ho is interested in exploring teaching as a career and who has 
the qualities essential to becoming a good teacher. Officers 
ar e elected annually by ballot. The committees include pro­
gram, membership, finance, and service . 

Me mbers: First row : Joyce Reece, Janet Hylton, Alreda Phi 11 i ps , Hilda 
Burnette, Linda Keith, Dianne Higgs, Catherine Vaug hn. Second row: Diana 
Goad, Phyllis Ho ll andsworth , Joyce Hel ms, Fr eed a Alderman , Gail Bol t, 

Cather ine Gardner, Hilda Webb . Third row: Roger Marsha ll, Larry Weeks , 
T ed Phi lli ps , Do uglas Higgs, Lewis Cannaday . 
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Safety 
I 

HILDA WEBB 
Captain 

LINDA SLAUGHTER 
Reporter 

ROGER BOLT 
Lieutenant 

patrolmen assist bus drivers 

·-

-
\!.. 

Safety Patrol : First row : John Harris, Glenda Mitchell, Barbara Re ed, Donnie Turman, 
Dougl a s Thom pson. Se cond row: Iris Bolt, Anne Quesenberry, Betty Hollandsworth, Roger 
Cox , Dale Reed, Joan Holla ndsworth, Barbara Mitchell , Imogene Agee. Third row: Bill 
Joe Dillon, Willia m Maxwell, Avis Nester, Joyc e Hollandsworth, Iva Dell Pratt, Lanry 
Jamison , Johnny Phillips , Reece McPeake , Jr., J. W. Hylton, Norma La Fon 

The Safety Patrol of Willis High School and the Willis 
Elementary School is organized by the school to assist the 
bus drivers in maintaining proper conduct on the school 
buses. 

Patrolmen are selected from the pupils who ride the 
buses on the basis of maturity, responsibility, and dependa­
bility. Their duties are to assist the bus drivers in every 
possible way, set examples of proper c onduct, to 
preserve safety standards when pupils are getting on or off 
the bus, and to see that all safety rules are followed by the 
students. 

Through the patrolmen' s invaluable a id to the drivers 
and their adherence to all safety standards, the necessity 
for many rules and regulations concerning conduct on school 
buses is relieved. 

Patrolmen are admitted to many s~hool functions with­
out charge. Each year they are treated to supper and a 
movie in payment for their services. 

Bus Drivers: Douglas Higgs, Leonard Hylton, Jewell Higgs, Jess Slaughte r, 
C 1 yd e Phi 11 i p s, Victor Hylton, Junior Harris, Andy Hylton, Russe 11 

Quesenberry, Jim1ny Hylton, Leslie Sowers, Donald Alderman, Junior Dw1ca.i1 . 
Not Pictured: Calvin Harris. 
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Cheerleaders : Gelia R e ece, Freeda Al derman, Judy Hollandsworth, Judy Turman, Joyc e Hollandsworth, Sharon Dalton . 

Teams cheered on by cheerleaders 

Sharon Dalton, Gelia Reece 

Yelling to the finish, the six 
cheerleaders cheered the Willis 
basketball t e ams throughout the 
season. These g i r 1 s were chosen 
last fall by the coach, Miss Lakie 
Dunford, and selected on quality 
of voice and agility. 

The squad was 1 e d by Co­
captains Jud y Hollandsworth and 
Judy Turman. Willis High's morale 
would not have been the same 
without the cheerleaders. 

Joyce Hollandsworth, Freeda Alderman 

Judy Holla ndsworth , Judy Turman 
Co - captains 



The Comettes' starting six. 

Comettes break four-year jinx 
Faye Phillips 

Catherine Gardner 
Co-captains 

Miss Lakie Dw1ford, new W. H. S, basketball coach, led the 
Comettes through a successful season. Long hours of practice 
and hard work helped the Comettes to develop into a strong 
working unit. Though the Comettes suffered some losses, they 
learned from experience and this only added to their joy in 
winning . Through the development of team spirit and good 
sportsmanship, the 1961-62 season meant much to each member 

of the sguad. 

Wanda Smith, mana­
ger; Jo Ann Mitchell, 
t i m e k e e p e r; Linda 
No 1 en, scorekeeper; 
Ann Weeks, manager. 

MISS LAKIE DUNFORD 
Coach 

Comettes : C atherine Gardner, Nancy Smith, Barbara Keith, Margaret Harris, Iva Dell 
Pratt, Faye Phillips, Evelyn Cox , Etta Lee Burnette, Ann We eks, Nancy Harris, Brenda 
Smith, Catherine Vaughn. 



Junior V arsity 
Boys' Varsity 
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earns 

Junior Varsity: Douglas Quesenbeny, Richard Burnette, Tony Harris, 
Arthur Spence, Bennie Quesenberry, Edward Weeks, Quention Keith, 
Lester Bond, Terry R eed. 

Douglas Quesenberry, Lester Bond 
Captain and Co- captain 

Scorekeepers and Manager: Cleveland Harris, Jr . , Eunice Harr is , 
Dougl as Phillips. 

The J . V . tea.in, made up of nine fast fresh men, 
was somewhat inexperienced, b u t devel oped skill in 
ball - handling a nd maneuverability and c am e out 
with a notabl e r ecord . The team was l ed by C aptain 
Dougl as Quesenberry and Co- captain Leste r Bond. 
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CAL VIN HARR rs 
Ht: 6 ' 
Junior 

- -·· 
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___ , 
JOE BOONE 

Ht: 6' 
Freslunan 
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RANDALL HYLTON 
Ht: 6'4" 

Sophomor e 
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JOHN HARRIS 

Ht: 5 ' 6" 
Freshman 
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DONALD 
A LDERMAN 

Ht: 6' 1" 
Sen ior 



berth 1n to urn amen t 

Comets: Randall Hylton, Donald Alderman, Calvin Harris, Ted Phillips, Dale Pugh, Roger Bolt, Joe Boone, David 
Keith, Larry Harris, John Harris. 

Boys' Varsity Basketball 

The ten-member varsity this season was made up of 
players from last year's junior varsity. The players lacked 
experience, but made up for it in ability, team spirit, 
and the desire to win. Captain Donald Alderman, Co­
captain Calvin Harris, Coach Coe, and the team, as a 
whole, worked closely together to make this, the last year 
at W. H. S., a most successful one. 

The scorekeepers and managers did their jobs excel­
lently and thus boosted the teams on to victory. 

TED PHILLIPS 
Ht: 6' 
Junior 

LARRY HARRIS 
Ht: 5' 8 " 

Freslunan 

DAVID KEITH 
Ht: 5' 8 " 

Sophomore 
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Varsity Co-captain Calvin Harris, 
Coach Franklin Coe, Captain Donald 
Alderman. 

ROGER BOLT 
Ht: 6' 

Sophomore 

DALE PUGH 
Ht: 6' 

Freshman 



Music added to 

First row : Darrell Hollandsworth, Quention Keith, Patricia Spence, Linda 
Spence, Katie Spence, Reeda Burnette , Gus Howell, Edward Weeks, Teny 
Reed , Jimmy Spence, Christine Goad, Connie Trail, Mr . Jack Kaufman, 

In 1959, the Willis Band was organ i zed w ith 10 
students under the instruction of Mr. Robert Umb erg er . 
Mr . Jack Kaufman, present d irector of the Band, took 
ch a rge in 1961. The present 28 -member Band has 
sponsored record hops, square dances, a carnival, and a 
comical basketball game to ra ise money for uniforms 
a nd instruments. 

W.H.S. curric ulum 

sponsor . Second row: Arthur Spence , Steve Hi ll, Blane Poff, Brenda Lester, 
Joe Boone, Sandra Harris , Eunice Layn1an, Lester Bond , Clyde Smithers, 
David Weeks , Linda Boyd . 

Mr. Jack K aufman w as the first director for the Glee 
Club, organized in 1961 w ith 25 eighth grade girls 
pa rt icipat ing . Miss Emily Que senbe rry succeede d him as 
leader. The Club, with a membership of 68 in 19 62, has 
sung for var ious P. T, A , mee tings, the Floy d Christmas 
Pa ra de, a nd at the cornerstone laying of F. C, H, S. 

Band and Choral Group 
First row : Celia Reece, Bonnie Turpin, Martha Hollandsworth, Vi r g in i a 
Hylton, Brenda Turman, Kathe r ine Harris, Sylv ia Bolt, Jo Ann Bishop, 
Blondene Hollandsworth, Linda Gallimore, Myrtle Pendleton, Lois Mabery, 
Lorene Dal ton, Joyce Matherly . Second row: Betty Hollandsworth, Linda 
Hy! ton, Arnedia Dalton, Wanda Turpin, Helen Hill, Maybellene Goad, 
Glenda Weddle, Shirl ey Duncan, Connie Belcher, Patricia Belcher , Susan 
Keith, Norma La Fon, Barbara Cox, Velva Goad, Madal ine Buckner, Kaye 
Brannan, Miss Emily Quesenberry, sponsor. Third row : Lovelene Phillips , 

Shirley Huff, Brenda Martin, Bonnie Alderman, Jean eal Higgs, Marga rette 
Helms, Jo Ann Vaughn, Betsy Bolt, Nancy T urman, Evelyn Ke nl ey, Betty 
Higgs , Peggy Turman, Nanni e Mae Boyd, Rena Duncan, Bren d a Sm ith, 
Bonnie Sue Duncan, Betty Lorton, Wanda Hollandsworth. Fourth row: Jo Ann 
Marshall, Brenda Duncan, Phy ll is Ga ll imore , Judy Math erly , Geneva Altizer, 
Susie Goad, Nancy D a 1 t on, Jean Quesenbeny, C hr istine Hollandsworth, 
Phyll is Goad , Reba Phill ips, Glenda Da lton, Barbara Martin , Patsy Harman, 
Geneva Phi lli ps, Alice Smith, Nancy Harr is , Beulah Harris. 

I . 
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Wanda Smith, bookkeeper, points out 
total for campaign . 

Team c apt a i n s, Ev e l y n Cox and Judy 
Hollandsworth, receive prizes from the maga­
zine company representative, Mr. Lloyd 
Donaldson. 

Magazine Campaig n 

AtW ,H, S . the W orld Se ri es h a d a sp ecial meaning this year. 
This was the theme of the a nnu a l vV . H. S . JTtagazine campaign. The 
students topped the school g oal of S 885 . 0 0 with an all time high of 
$ 1, 922. 76 during tJ1e tw o w e e k c a mpa ig n . Catherine Gardner topped 
all records for indi v idu a l sales with $ 173 .16. Various draw ings added 
interest to the c a mpa ign a nd prizes t o lucky students . A skating party 
at G a l ax was aw a rded to sa lesn1en of ov er $ 5 . 00 worth of magazines. 
The 10th, 11th, and 12th g r a de homerooms had 100 per cent sales 
and, in return, receiv ed a n ice cream party . 

Mr. Lloyd Don al d son presents $ 100 pins to Eunice 
Harris, Ann Weeks, and Catherine Gardner. 

The "Yankees'" defeat of the "Reds" in the annual 
magazine campaign is highlighted on hall bulletin 
board . 

Catherine Gardner, high salesman for campaign, 
rec e iv es trophy from Mrs. Alden Frazier, 
''Yankee' ' sponsnr . 
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Senior Statistics 
ALDERMAN, DONALD GENE 

F. F. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, President 4, National F.F.A . Convention 3, Seed and 
Grain Team 1, 2, Federation Forestry Judging Team 3, 4, Dairy Judging 
Team 3; K. V. G. lJ 2, 3; Editorial Staff 3, 4, Assistant Circulation Manager 
3, Typist 4 , Vice - President 4 j S. C. A. Representative 1; Basketball 1, 2, 3, 4, 
J.V . Captain 2, Varsity Captain 4; Junior Play 3; F.B.L.A. 4. 

BISHOP, GAIL LYNN 
F.H.A. 1,2,3, 4, Junior Homem aker' s Degree 1; F.B . L.A. 3,4, Assistant's 
Degree 3i Editorial Staff 4, Associate Circulation Manager 4. 

BOLT, NANCY CAROL 
Library Club 1; Tri-Hi -Y Club 1, 2; F. H. A. 1; Attended Prince Edward Acad­
emy and Farmville High School ; F. B. L.A. 4, Chaplain 4, Assistant's Degree 
4; Quill and Scroll 4, Secretary 4; Editorial Staff 4, Associate Copy Editor 4. 

BOOTHE, WILLIAM SCOTTY 
F. F. A. 1, 2; K. V. G. 2; Editorial Staff 4, Circulation Manager 4; F. B. L.A. 
4; Junior Play 3. 

BURNETTE, ETTA LEE 
F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Historian 2, Reporter 3, Junior Homemaker's Degree 1, 
Chapter Homemaker ' s Degree 2; Beta Club 2, 3, 4 , President 4; Basketball 
1, 2, 3, 4 ; Editorial Staff 1, 2, 3, 4, Girls' Sports Editor 2, Assistant Copy 
Editor 3, Feature Editor 4 ; Safety Patrol 1; Class President 1; Class \'ice­
President 3; Class Reporter 4; Girls ' Athletic Award 4 . 

COX, ALLEN McARTHUR 
F. F. A. 1

1 
2, 3, 4 , Dairy Judging Team 1, 3, s ·eed and Grain Team 3, Foiestry 

Judging Team 4; K. V. G. 1, 2, 3, 4, Crew Leader 4. 
COX, MARY HELEN 

F.H.A. 1,2, 4 , Junior Homemaker's Degree 2;Beta Club 4 ; F . B. L.A. 3, 4 , 
Historian 3, Treasurer 4, F. B. L.A. Convention 3; Editorial Staff 4, Proof-
reader 4 . 

DULANEY, VIRGINIA MAE 
F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Junior Homemaker' s Degree 1; F. B. L.A . 3, 4, Reporter 
4, Assistant's Degree 3, Supervisor's Degree 4; Quill and Scroll 4 j Beta Club 
3, 4 ; Class Secretary 4; Editorial Staff 4, Typist 4. 

DUNCAN, ELVIN, JR . 
F.F.A. 1,2,3, 4 , Secretary 4; K.V.G. 1,2,31 4, Crew Leader4; F.B.L.A . 
4 ; Editorial Staff Representative 4; S. C . A. Representative 4; Safety Patrol 
1; Class Vice-Pre sident 2; Boys' Citizenship Award 4. 

DUNCAN, VERA ELIZABETH 
F.H.A . 1,2,3, Junior Homemaker's Degree 1. 

GARDNER, VIRGINIA CATHERINE 
F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4 , Photographer 1, 2, 4 , Reporter 3, Junior Hom emaker' s 
Degre e 1

1 
Chapter Homemaker' s Degree 2, State Homemaker' s Degree 3, 

F. F. A . -F. H. A. Camp 1, State F. H. A . Convention 2, 3, National F. H. A. 
Convention 2, Secretary of Parkway Federation 3, Preside nt of Parkway 
Federation 4, Betty Crocker Homemaker of Tomorrow ; Editorial Staff 1, 2, 
3, 4, Associate Editor of EAGLE 2, 3, Editor-in-Chie f of EAGLE 4, President 
4; Beta Club 2, 3, 4, Secretary 3; Quill a nd Scroll 3, 4 ; F. T. A. 4; Delegate 
to Girls' State 3; S. I. P.A. Convention 3; Junior Play 3; Class Vice-Pres ident 
li Class Re porter 3; Basketball 1, 21 3, 4 , Co - Captain 4; High Ma9azine 
Salesm a n 4 ; Science Fair (C ounty ) 3 , Science Fair (Regional ) 3; Glee Club 
1; State FHA Nominating Committee Member 4; Perfect Atte ndance Award 
4; Valedictorian 4 . 

GOAD , JIMMY LLOYD 
F. F. A. 1, 2, 3; K. V. G. 1, 2, 3; Safety Patrol 1, 2, 3, 4 ; Editorial Staff 4; 
Typist 4 . 

GORDON, KENNY WILLIAM 
F.F.A. 1, 4, Forestry Judging Team 4 ; K.V.G. 1; Junior Play 3. 

HARRIS, CAROLE ROSE 
F. H . A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Song and Game Leader 3, Secre t a1y 4, Junior Home ­
m a ker's Degree 3 , Chapter Homemaker's Degree 3; Editorial Staff 4 , 
Associate Business Ma nage r 4; S.C.A. Repre sentative 3; Junior Pl ay 3; 
Cheerleader 2, 3. 

HELMS, JNDIA JOYCE 
F.H.A. 1,2,3, 4 ; F. T . A. 3, 4; F.B . L.A. 3, 4 , Secretary 3, Vice-Prasident 
4,Assistant'sDegree 3, Supervisor's Degree 4, F.B. L. A. Convention 3; Edi ­
torial Staff 4, Typist 4; Glee Club 1; Quill and Scroll 4 . 

HILL, HARRY CLEVELAND 
F. F. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Reporter 4, F. F. A . Rally 3, Forest1y Judging T eam 3, 4; 
K. V. G. 2, 3, 4

1 
Crew Leader 4; Boys' State 3; Junior Play 3; Editorial Staff 

4
1 

Humor Editor 4 . 
HOLLANDS WORTH, JUDY ELAINE 

F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Song and Game Leader 2, Vice-President 3, Parli amentaria n 
4 , Junior Homemaker1 s Deqre e 1, Chapter Homemake r' s Degree 2: State 

Homemaker' s Degree 3; Editoria l Staff 1, 2, 3, 4, Associate Editor of "Eaglet" 
1, 2, 3, Editor-in-Chief of the "Eaglet" 4i Beta Club 3, 4, Secretary 4; Quill 
and Scroll 3, 4, President 4; F. B. L. A. 4, Assistant's Degree 4; S. I. P. A. 
Conve ntion 3; Class Treasurer 1; Class Reporte r 2; Class President 3; Class 
Preside nt 4; Junior Play 3; Basketball 1; Cheerleader 2, 3, 4, Co-Captain 4; 
Glee Club 1, 2, 3; Salutatorian 4. 

HUBBARD, ALREDA MILDRED 
F.H.A. 1,2,3,4, Junior Homemake r's Degree 1; F.B .L.A. 3,4, Treasurer 
3, Assistant ' s . Degree 3, F. B. L.A. Convention 3; Beta Club 3, 4; Editorial 
Staff 4 , Typist 4; S. C . A. Representative 2, S. C. A. District Convention 2; 
Wildlife Essay Contest Winner 3. 
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JAMISON, LARRY WALTER 
Proj ection Club 1, 2; Baseball 2; Basketball 2; Attended Milford Mill High 
School; Safety Patrol 4; Editorial Sta ff 4, Exchange Editor 4. 

KEITH, BARBARA JEAN 
F.H.A . 1,2,3, 4 ; F . T . A . 2,3,4, Treasurer 3, Parliamentarian 4 ; Gle e Club 
1; Basketball 1, 2, 3, 4; Editorial Staff 4, T ypist 4; Safety Patrol 1, 2; Quill 
and Scroll 4 ; F.B . L.A. 4. 

MITCHELL, GLENDA BERYL 
F. H . A. 1, 2, 3, 4 , Junior Ho1nemaker' s Degree 1, Chapter Homemaker's 
Degree 3; F. B. L. A. 3, 4 , Secre t ary 4 , Assistant 1 s Degree 3, Supervisor's 
Degree 4; Editorial Staff 4 , Reporter 4 , Typist 4 ; Quill and Scroll 4, Treas­
urer 4 ; Beta Club 3, 4 , Treasurer 4; Class Vice-President 4; Safety Patrol 4; 
Perfect Attendance Award 4. 

MITCHELL, JO ANN 
F. H . A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Reporter 4 , Junior Homemaker's Degree 1, Chapter Home ­
maker •s Degree 2; F. B. L.A. 3, 4, Chaplain 3, President 4 , Assistant ' s De­
gree 3, Supervisor1s Degree 4 , F. B. L. A. District Convention 3, F. B. L. A . 
District Spelling Contest 3; Editori a l Staff 4 , Feature Editor 4; Class Sec­
retary 1; Class Secretary 2; Safety Patrol 2, Lieutenant 2; S. C. A . Rep ­
re sentative 4; Quill a nd Scroll 4 ; Be t a Club 3, 4 ; Wildlife Essay Contest 
\.Yinner 3; Girls' Basketball Timekeeper 4 . 

PHILLIPS, DOUGLAS ROGER 
F. F. A. 1, 2, 3, 4, Sentinel 4, Seed and Grain Show 3, Floyd-Carroll Fed­
e ration 4 , Reporter 4 , Forestry Judging Team 4 ; K. V. G. 1, 2, 3, 4, Crew 
Leader 4 ; Class Treasure r 4 ; Editorial Staff 4, Treasurer 4 , Associate Cir­
culation Manager 4; Basketball M anager 4 . 

PHILLIPS, MARGARET EDNA 
F.H.A. 1, 2, 3, 4; F.B.L.A. 3, 4, AttendedF.B . L.A. District Convention 
3; V .P. I. Science Fair 1, Floyd Science Fa ir \.V inne r 1. 

PHILLIPS, WINNI E FAYE 
F.H.A. 1, 2, 3, 4; F.B.L.A. 3, 4 ; Editorial Staff 1, 4 , ClubNews Edi tor4; 
Class Reporter 1; Basketba ll 2, 3, 4, Co-Capta in 4 . 

PUGH, JUDY HUFF 
F . H.A. 1, 2, 3; Beta Club 3, 4; Glee Club 3; Safety Patrol 1; Class Treas­
ure r 3; Basketball Man ager 3; Editori a l Staff 4 . 

QUESENBERRY, JACKELENE GAY 
F. H . A. 1, 2, 3, 4 , Junior Homemaker' s Degree 1, C hapter Homemaker' s 
Degree 2; Editorial Sta ff 3, 4, Girls' Sports Ed itor 3, 4; S. C. A. Repre sent ative 
3 , Pre side nt 4 , S. C. A. Sta te Convention 3, S. C . A. District Meeti ng 4; 
Girls' Citizenship Award 4 . 

F.F.A. 1,2,3, 4 , 
Judging T eam 4; 
Representati ve 2. 

SIMPKINS, ROLLIE BERNARD 
Re porter 3, Treasurer 4, Seed a nd Gra in Show 3, Forestry 
K. V . G. 3, 4, Crew Leader 4; Editorial Staff 3; S . C. A. 

SLAUGHTER, LINDA OLIV IA 
F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4 ; Editorial Staff 2, 3, 4, Sec retary 4; Proofreader 4; Quill 
and Scroll 3, 4 , Treasurer 3j Be ta C lub 3, 4j F. B. L.A. 3, 4, Re porter 3; 

Safety Patrol 4 , Reporte r 4 . 
SMJTH, WANDA LUCILLE 

F. H. A. 1, 2, 3, 4 , Pres ident 4, F. H. A. Convention 3, Junior Homemaker ' s 
Degree 1, Chapter Ho m emake r 1 s Degree 2; Editorial Staff 2, 3, 4 1 Treas­
ure r 3 Busine ss Ma nage r 4; Q uill a nd Scroll 3 , 4; f. B. L.A . 4; Beta Club 
3 4 . c lass Secretary 3 ; S. C. A . Re pre senta ti ve 1; Safety Patrol 1; Baske tb a ll 
Ma~ager 2, 3, 4; Miss WHS 1960- 1961; Girls' Activiti es Award 4 . 

T URMAN , JU DY ANN 
F.H.A. 1,2,3,4 ; F.B.L. A . 3,4 , f . B.L. A. District Convention 3; Editorial 
Staff 3, 4; Cheerleader 2, 3, 4 , Co-Capta in 4 . 

WEEKS, JU DITH ANN 
f. H. A . 1, 2, 3, 4, Junior Hom e111ake r 1s De gree l , Chapter Hom emake r 's 
Degree 2; F. B. L.A. 3, 4 . 

WORRELL, DONNITA MARVARENE 
F.H.A. 2, 3, 4; F.B.L.A. 3,4. 



W.H.S. wins recogn1 t1on and 

First-year FBLA members achieve Assistant Degrees. 

Martin Hall places first in Science Fair. Future Homemakers win Chapter Degrees. 

Five FHA girls receive State Home­
makers Degrees. M i s s i n g from 
picture, Wanda Smith. 

FT A a wards pins to Phy His and 
Joan Hollandsworth for outstanding 
art contributions. 

Shorthand students receive Junior 
and Senior OGA awards. 

Certificates were awarded to $25 salesmen during the magazine cam­
paign . 
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rewards for outstanding achieve men ts 

FBLA Supervisors Degrees go to four seniors. 

FHA Chapter members are presented Junior Home­
maker Degrees. 

Joe Boone captures third place in Science Fair. 

Betty Sue Harris is presented a 
$5 check for her essay on "Em­
ployment of the Physically Hand­
icapped." 

Scotty Boothe and Martin Hall 
receive honorable mention for 
their essay, "A m e r i c a the 
Beautiful-How Long Without 
Clean Water?" 

Cash awards were given for con­
tent of wildlife essays. 

Douglas Phillips, Joe Wade, and Benny Quesenberry are recognized 
for the honors they received at the Roanoke Area Fat Stock Show. 
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Joe B o o n e takes 
third place in Floyd­
Carroll Federation 
Tractor D r i v i n g 
Contest. 

Top honors go 

Catherine Gardner 
is valedictorian of 
Class of '62. 

Glenda Mitchell wins outstanding 
Business Student Award . 

Fifty points for extra-curricular activities m erit school 
letters for 15 stude nts. 

Gail Bishop wins $300 n u r s i n g 
scholarship. 

Ann Weeks served a s correspondent to Co-ed Magazine. 

Douglas Phillips, 
se r ves a s Reporter 
of Flo yd-C a rroll 
Federation. 

Catherine Gardner 
was presented the 
Betty Crocker award 
for 1962. 
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1 , 

to many students 

Judy Hollandsworth 
is salutatorian of 
class of '62. 

Ann Weeks wins PTA Scholarship. 

C e r t i f i c a t e s and 
seals go to students 
with a score of 100 
on FBLA s p e 11 i n g 
contests. 

Nancy Harris receives bracelet from Miss Nola Shelor 
for being high salesman of tickets to PT A fund-raising 
supper. 

Delegates attend SIPA convention at Lexington, Va. 

Mr. Stockner, Prin­
cipal of Willis High, 
receives certificate 
for 100 per c e n t 

participation in the 
Wildlife Essay Con­
test from the Honor­
able Albertis S. 
Harrison, Governor 
of Virginia. 

H a r r y Hill and 
Catherine Gardner 
represente d W.H.S.at 
Boys and Girls States. 
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Catherine Gardner served a s presi­
dent oi Parkway Federation. 



Juniors honor '62 Seniors with 

G 1 en Phillips, president of the Junior 
Class and Master of Ceremonies, dances 
with his date, Betty Sue Harris. 

Chaperones enjoy listening to the music 
at Junior-Senior Prom. 

"Twilight in the South" was the name 
chosen by the Juniors of W. H. S. as the 
theme of this year's Junior-Senior Prom held 
Friday evening, May 11, 1962. 

Master of Ceremonies was Glen Phillips, 
who extended a warm welcome to the Senior 
Class and guests. Judy Hollandsworth, Presi­
dent of the Senior Class, respond e d by 
c o m p 1 i m e n ti n g the Junior Class on the 
beautiful decorations. 

Junior-

Couples dance to music by the Mad Hatters. 
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"Twilight 1n the Sou th" 

Music for the occasion was provided by 
the Mad Hatters of Hillsville, Virginia. 

Special guests included the following: 
Mr. and Mrs. Selma Keith, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. Thurman 
Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Winston Alderman, 
and Mrs. and Mrs. Paul Hylton. 

-Senior Prom 

Judy Hollandsworth, pre s id en t of the 
Senior Class, and escort Bernard Hylton 
enjoy watching colorful scene on dance 
floor. 

Seniors form '62 class figure. 

Dancing seem s a ple asure for juniors, seniors, and escorts. 
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Final W.H.S. graduation marks school's Omega 

Valedictorian Catherine 
Gardner addressed former 
graduates, families, and 
friends at final commence­
ment. 

Judy Hollandsworth, salutato­
rian and Senior Class presi­
dent, served as n a r r a tor for 
the event. 

For thirty seniors, May 26 marked 
the beginning of commencement week 
with the baccalaureate service held at 
Willis Elementary School at which Rev. 
C.H. Loudy delivered the address. 

May 29, commencement night, 
saw the completion of twelve years of 
arduous work for the graduating class. 
These efforts were rewarded with medals 
and recognition by Mr. Alonzo Monday, 
Superintendent of Floyd County Schools, 
to Catherine Gardner, valedictorian, 
perfect attendance; Judy Hollandsworth, 
salutatorian; Etta Lee Burnette, girls' 
athletics; Elvin Duncan, Jr., boys' 
citizenship; Glenda Mitchell, perfect 
attendance, Donnita Worrell, perfect 
attendance; Jackie Quesenberry, girls' 
citizenship; Wanda Smith, girls' activi­
ties . 

To complete the cycle of 
"Willis High School-Alpha to 
Omega" Wanda Smith, third­
ranking student, recounted the 
final year, 1961-62. 

CLASS OF '62 

Highlighting the evening was a re­
sume of the school's history with ad­
dress by the three surviving members 
of the C 1 ass of 1921, the first grad­
uating class of W. H. S. -Mr. Hunter 
Akers, Mr. Joseph Poff, Mr. Sherman 
Weeks. 

Under the direction of Miss Emily 
Quesenberry, the Choral Group furnished 
music for both occasions. Martin Hall 
and B a r bar a Mitchell served as head 
ushers. Other ushers were Evelyn Cox, 
Ca 1 vi n Harris, Ann Weeks, Douglas 
Higgs, Phy 11 is Hollandsworth, Roger 
Alderman, and Jewell Higgs. 

With the completion of graduation 
e x er c is es, Willis High School has 
reached its Omega. · 

First row: Vera Duncan, Judy Turman, Glenda Mitchell, Etta Lee Burnette, Catherine Gardner, Gail Bishop. Second 
row: Margaret Phillips, Linda Slaught. ~ r, Judy Hollandsworth, Joyce Helms, Faye Phillips, JoAnn Mitchell, Alreda 
Hubbard. Third row: Wanda Smith, Carole Harris, Judy Huff Pugh, Mary Helen Cox , Virginia Dulaney, Jackie 
Quesenberry, Barbara Keith, Donnita Worrell. Fourth row: Judith Weeks, Kenny Gordon, Jimmy Goad, Elvin Duncan, Jr., 
Rollie Simpkins, Douglas Phillips, Harry Hill, Scotty Boothe, Nancy Bolt. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS ADV ER TI SERS 
Willis 
Floyd 
Hillsville 
Surrounding Areas BOOSTERS 

d in the ·nclude ents 1 

d sur-

advertisern 
of Willis an ·nesses the bUS1 

support and co­for their 

of 'TBE blication pU 
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Rollie N. Phillips ....__,,_·~~~~~~ 
1927-1962 

ST 9-4518 
Indian Valley, Virginia 

Floyd Esso 

Service Center 
~ 

A. R. and B. A. Thompson, Owners 

SH 5-5100 

Floyd, Virginia 

HAPPY MOTORING! 

Floyd, Virginia 

EASTER SU p PL y co. I I NC. 
School - Office Supplies 

Complete Line of 
Post Engineering 

and Architects Supplies 
Roanoke Virginia 

Hodges' Store 
General Merchandise 

ST 9-228 l Wi 11 is , Vi rg i n i a 
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FAMILY SHOE STORE 
"Shoes for All the Family" 

The Largest Selection in S. W. Virginia 

HILLSVILLE, VIRGINIA 

Compliments of 

Ben Franklin 
5&10 5&10 

Floyd, Virginia 

HOME OF ONWARD SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

SLATE MOUNTAIN MOTEL 
Gas Oil 

Groceries 

Meadows of Dan Virginia 
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ROSES STORE 
Self Service 

Christiansburg Virginia 

Bank 
of Christiansburg 

"On the Square Since 1888 11 

The 01 dest and Strongest 
Bank in Montgomery County 

Capital. 
Surplus . 

$130,000.00 
$540,000.00 

Member of Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation and 

Fede ral Reserve System 

Christiansburg Virginia 

Compliments of 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

Christiansburg Virginia 



CARROLL COUNTY BANK TOWN & COUNTRY DR I VE- IN 

Member of F. D. l.C. 

Hillsville, Virginia 

Floyd, Virginia 

Curb Service For 
Your Convenience 

Floyd Pharmacy 

Dial SH 5-5770 

Willis High School 
Class Rings 
Supplied by. 

Floyd, Virginia 

W. C. Saunders Company 

HOMER HARR IS 

G e ne ral Merchandise 

Me adows of Da n 

3100 West Marshal I Street 
Richmond, Virginia 

ALLEGHANY HOTEL NEWSSTAND 

Open 24 Hours Daily 

Virginia Radford, Virginia 
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L --- - ---

Comp I iments of 

United Elastic Corporation 

Stuart, Virginia 

FARMERS' SUPPLY CORP. 

Phone SH 5-5665 

Hardware, Paints, and Oils 
Furniture 

Floyd Virginia 

Woolwine, Virginia 

WADE'S GARAGE 
Phone SH 5-5225 

Comp I ete Automotive Service 
Anything that is worth doing 

is worth doing right. 
Floyd Virginia 

ARCHIE'S GARAGE 

General 
Repairing 

Tire 
Recapping 

Jeep 4-Wheel Drive Vehicles 
Sales and Service 
Phon e PA 8-4188 
Dugspur, Virginia 
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Masse y 
Ferguson 

McCulloch 



Congratulations from 

Oak Hall Cap & Gown Company 
Roanoke, Virginia 

Serving The Nation With The Finest Caps 
and Gowns and Choir Robes. 

WEST END GULF STATION &l?f~:;~ 

Floyd 

11te$tone 
Recapping and Vulcanizing 

Virginia 

HIGH'S 
"FOR BETTER BUYS" 

FURNITURE AND APPLIANCE CO. 

P.O. BOX 3~, FLOYD, VIRGINIA 

ISAIAH W. QUESENBERRY 
. \) 

Firestone Tires Delco Batteries 

General Automobile Repairs - Lubrication 
Washing - Waxing 

Phone ST 9-4718 
In d ia n Va ll e y 

110 

Virginia 



WESTERN AUTO STORE 
Davis Tires 

True tone Radios 
Wizard Batteries 

Herman H. Heafner, Owner 
F I oy d , Vi rg i n i a 

Radford, Virginia 

Cambria Bank 
Cambria, Virginia 

New Modern Building - Drive-In Banking - Off Street Parking 

MemberF.D.l.C. 

PARKWAY ESSO SERVI CE 
CENTER 

Junior Cook 

Meadows of Dan, Virginia 

CARROLL COUNTY FARMERS 
CO-OP, INC. 

Hillsville, Virginia 
PA 8-2912 

Feed, Seed, Fertilizer 

Farm Supplies 
Custom Grinding and Mixing 
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Phone EV 2-220 l 

LEE'S FLOR I ST 

"Flowers for al I Occasions" 

Phone SH 5-5450 

Floyd, Virginia 

HARR IS FURN ITU RE 
AND AP PL I ANCE CO. 

•

z 
Home .,, Sta ndard 
Furnishings Appl iances 

Owner: Oden Harri s 

SH 5 - 562 1 

Floyd , Vi rgi ni a 



WALLACE'S SMARTWEAR 
"Where Smart . Women Shop" 

Radford, Virginia 

D. Siglin, Proprietor 

PARKWAY Fl NANCE CORPORATION 
Loans $25 to $600 

Phone PArkway 8-7143 
Box 246 Hil lsville, Virgin ia 

Lynchburg Foundry 

Lynchbu rg , Virginia 

The Bank of Floyd 

Fl oyd 

Member of 
Federa l Deposit Insurance 

Corporation 

Vi rg inia 
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Radford, Virgi nia 

S. G. Wimmer 
and Son 

John Deere Sales and Servi ce 

Phone EV 2-3521 

Christ iansburg Virginia 



Simpson and Harmon 

Willis Virginia 

PIGGL Y WIGGLY 

Groceries 
Fresh Meats 

Dial SH-5-5711 

Frozen Foods 
Produce 

Floyd, Virginia 

First National Bank 

Christiansburg 
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Kent S. Howard, Agent 

NATIONWIDE MUTUAL 
INSURANCE CO. 

A & M GROCERY 

Dial SH 5-5222 or SH 5-5310 
Pleasant Street 
Floyd, Virginia 

Floyd 

Service Is Our Business 

~ 

Phone SH 5-5750 

Virginia 

HAROLD'S ST A TION AND GARAGE 

Lubri ca ti on - Washing - Waxing 
Welding and Automotive Repairs 

Gu If Ti res 
and 

Batteries 

Poulan Cha in Saws Sal es and Service 
Phone ST 9-2267 

Wi ll is 

TURMAN & YEATTS 
MOTOR COMPANY, I NC. 

Dodge a nd Pl ymouth 
Sa les a nd Se rvi ce 

24 -Hour Wrecker Service 
Phone 

Day SH 5 - 5801 N ig ht SH 5-5033 
Fl oyd , Virg in ia 
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Virginia 

FALLING BRANCH SERVICE 
STATION 

Gas 

Good Year Tires 
Groceries 

Floyd, Virginia 

Oil 



Free Parking in Rear With 
Rear Entrance 

"PRESCRIPTIONS· SINCE 1890" 

ROBERSON'S JEWELRY 

Expert Watch and Clock Repair 
Nationally Advertised 

Diamonds, Watches, Jewelry 

Floyd Virginia 

Bane Coal and Oil Company 
Highest Quality Coals 

Esso Heating Oi I and Diesel Fuel 
Prompt Deliveries to Floyd County 

Phone EV 2-2412 Christiansburg, Virginia 

The Newspaper 
Is the Textbook of an 

Exciting World 

You Will Use 
Al I Through Life 

THE ROANOKE TIMES 

Wht· 1Rnunnkr 1!1!1nrl l'l N rms 
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Woolwine 
and Ru trough 

Drugs 
Sundries 
Cosmetics 

... """'_ 

Old Dominion Candy 
Stationery 

Sheaffer Pens 
Men's Toiletri es 

Floyd , Virginia 



Floyd 

THOMAS MOTOR COMP AN Y 

Ford Sales and Service 
Ford Tractors and Implements 

C. C. Keith and R.L. Thomas 
24-Hour Wrecker Service 

Floyd, Virginia 
Day SH 5-5300 Night SH 5-4747 

CONNER'S STORE 
Anvi I Brand 

BOYD 
AND DICKERSON 

Work Clothes 
Friedman Shelby Shoes 

Groceries Floyd Virginia 

Virginia 

Reed Lum ber Company 

Build ing 
Suppl ies 

Phone EV 2-2452 

"Qua lity at the Right Price" 
Christiansburg, Virginia 
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Building 
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... that 11 store fresh 11 

newness again 
Our specialized process restores the 
feel and appea rance of new fabrics. 
This garment wi 11 also resist staining 

and soi I ing much longer. 

Pick-up 
Delivery 
Service 

Floyd 

Floyd 

HARRIS CLEANERS 

SH 5-5521 

CLOWER'S STORE 

Monday 
and 

Thursday 

Virginia 

® DE LAVAL 

Sal es and Services 
SH 5-4925 

Virginia 

WESTERN AUTO 

ASSOC I ATE STORE 
11 The Family Store 11 

Phone EV 2-2331 G. F. Sturgi 11 

Main Street 
Christianburg, Virginia 
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DUNCAN'S TEXACO SERVICE 

Fi res tone Ti res 
Batteries and Accessories 

EV 2-4351 
Road Service 

307 West Main Street 
Christiansburg Virginia 

H. L. WEBB 

YourG.E. Dealer 
11 Progress is our most 
important pro du ct 11 

Sales and Service 
ow 4-5548 

Meadows of Dan Virginia 

Vaughn-Gu ynn 

McGr ady Chapel 

Ambul a nce Se rv ice 

PA 8-3711 

Hillsvi lle Virginia 

- - ------------



RADFORD FURNITURE COMPANY 

Furniture - Floor Covering 
Appliances 

11 CHRISTIANSBURG SHOPPING 
CENTER" 

Radford Virginia 

Christiansburg, Virginia 

Mayberry Funeral Home, Inc. 
"Sympathetic Courteous Service" 

Ambulance 
Flowers 

Dial SH 5-2121 
Monuments 

Floyd, Virginia 

Gal ax Mere an tile 
Galax Virginia 

RAYMOND & CORNELIA'S STOP-IN 

FLOYD MOTOR COMPANY, I NC. 

Milk 
Shakes 

Hillsvi lle , Virginia 
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Floyd 

Chevrolet 
Sales and Service 
Phone SH 5-4640 

Virginia 



Willis 

E.W. HARRIS 

General Merchandise 

Phone ST 9-4371 

Virginia 

BOOSTERS 
Dr. CharlesK. Burnette 
T. A. Phillips, Local Hauling, Copper Valley, Virginia 
Dr. Nelson Worrel I 
Hillsville Shoe Shop 
Tip Top Tourists 
Farm Bureau Insurance 
Trooper J. H. Barnes, Martinsville, Virginia 
H. L. Moses, Christiansburg, Virginia 
Homer Cox, Christiansburg 
Family Shoe Store 
Whitehead 1s 
H. M. Jarvis 
Wildwood Service Station 
Floyd Barber Shop 
Dr. Joe Conduff 
Bob's Radio & T. V. Service 
Trooper T. H. SI uder 
Theren Nester 
Roy Poff 
Bentley Hite 
Meadows of Dan Grocery 
Banks CI oth Store 
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WILLIS HIGH SCHOOL, 1962, is completed. The story 
of the school is now finished and consigned to history as 
this l ast volume is placed with the preceding volumes to 
complete the history of W. H. S, 

ONLY IN THE HEARTS of its graduates and friends will 
Willis High School live, but the physical plant is 
unimportant so long as its spirit continues in those who 
have been influenced by Willis High School's existence. 

We '11 sing her praises ever more 
From mountain top to shore; 
And we '11 drink her health with a heart sincere 
And her honor hold always very dear ... 
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