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PREFACE

this booklet has been wri t ten to relate some of the

Ie contributi-ons that have been made by black peo-

rlro lived and are living in Roanoke, virginia. How-

,  EOme accompl ished people were not ment ioned due to

of available i.nformation.

In addition to recording some of the accomplishments

in Roanoke, this booklet provi-des biographical

of black men and women who proved that suceess

regult from personal drive and honest efforts.

the intentions are to give a factual aecount of the

of these seventeen Black Americass, showing that in

e the achievenents of these individuals have been

ed. lhrough their acti,ons these men and women

ear:red. the respect ald have been honored by the com-

3t.
lhe author is grateful to the librarians of the

o Braneh of lhe Roanoke c ity Public l,ibrary and

of the Downtown library for their help in gathering

lnformation used, in this booklet. fhe author also

iates the serviees rendered by the staff of the

d,epartment of the Roanoke Tirnes & world News. Mf .

Ferguson deserves thasks for his advice and encour-

t as this booklet d'eveloPed'.

Bspecial thasks and appreciation are offered to Scott

, who was in the author's cLass of wasena school in

Lg?g-tg8,o term, for the beautifully done title page

cover of this booklet.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

V. li i ignon Chubb-Hal-e is a sixth grade teacher at

rasena f lementary School in Roanoke, Virgi-nia. She re-

ceived her Bachelor of Science Degree from Bluefield

State Col lege in t956. She recej.ved the degree of

Iaster of Education from the UniversS,ty of Virginia in

t9?2. Well lcrown for her religious, edueational, and

civic work, she was the first black to serve on the

Roanoke Catholic Schoo1 Board, and is president of thg

lluefiel{ State College Alunnni Association. She taught

tn the cityts first gifted program, and holds membership

ln a number of state and national civic, educationaL,

end religious organizations.

Ms. Chubb-Hale has had an arti-cle pubt5.shed in the
Ylreinia Education Association Jourrral, April L9?7. For-
ral recognit5.on includes "Top Teacher" by Senior Weeklv

lrard, 0ctober 31, 1980. this award was presented by
the Executive Board of the Virginia Colmci.l for the So-
cial Studies. She was featured in an ed,ucational- arti-
cle on discipline and motivation i.n the Roano3e gimes

end World News on October 3, 1980 which was picked up by
fP and appeared in numerous newspapers across the coun-
EJr. 0n several occasi.ons, the Roanoke Times and World

!g fras featured her two arrnual school projeets ,'The

Iorld|s Fair" and the Black History Progran.

Gail Lambert
Parent' 'dasena Elementary School

- 2 -



ISSAC DAVID BURRET,I
PIfYSICIAN

The late Issac David Burrel l ,  of  Roanoke, was one

the most accompl ished and successful  physic iar ts in

Dr. Burrell

, rhere he was
the C ivil War.

was a nati-ve of Chu1a, i.n Anelia Coun-

borrr just a few days before the close
His father, Robert Burye11, was a

Yorrng Brmell grew up in Aroelia Cowrty and attend-
the loea1 public schools after the war. He was an uun-

3lous.youth and was the nost suceessful nember of his
a

Issac Burell went to Lincoln University, where he

ed his way through college because of flnaneial eondi-

at home. He completed hi,s work at I' incoln in 1888,
which he matri.culated at Leonard Medical College,

Shaw Uni.versity in Ralaigh. He recej.ved his M.D. de-

fton that institution in t893 and the sane year lo-

in Roanoke, where he soon built up a large general

t ice which eontinued to grow to the day of his death.

After he was well established in the practice of

ine, Dr. BumeII found,ed. and cond.ucted the Burrell

S.tore which was the first black owned dnrg store in

t Virgin5-a. lhi,s important busj.ness was eonduct-

for several years after his death by Mrs. Burrell.
lhe Brrrrell Menorial Hospital of Roanoke has been

j.n honor of Dr. Burrell, whose life and work was a
sing to people of Roanoke.

Dr. Burrell' was an active member of the Presbyterian
ch, of which he was an elder. Among the secret orders

ras identif ied with were, the Masons , Pythians and Odd

ours, and, in addition to his membershlp in the Virginia

al  assoeiat ions,  he was President of  the Magic Ci ty

e a 1  S o c i e t y .

-3-



ANDREIil JACKSON OTIVER
IAWYER

Andrew Jackson Oliver was the f i rst black to pract iee

Lar in West Virginia and Yirginia.

He was born September !, L862, in Blacksbur€, Virginia.

f,ls parents were Mr. and. Mrs. Andy Oli.ver.

Andrew 0liver started his edueation at the Schafer In-

rtitute in Christiansburg, Vi.rginia. Later he moved to

Ohio, where he pursued his studj-es at lronton City High

School,  a3d from there attended the People's University Co1-

lege of f,aw in Cineinnati' 0hio. He reeeived his degree in

1885 .
In 1889, Mr. 0liver moved to Roanoke. He was adnitted

to the Virginia Bar in 1890, and beeane one of the most suc-

cessf,ul lawyers of his race in the south.

Mr. Jackson was frequently associated with the leading

leryers i,n Roanoke and had nany white clients. He repre-

rerrted. eapital cases but never lost a elient by execution.

Andrew Jackson belonged to numerous civi-c organS.za-

tions, atrrd was a preacher at St. Paul Methodist Church in

loanoke, He was also a lay delegate to the General Confer-

Gce of the Methodist EpiscopaL Church in t9t2.
" Andrew Oli.ver possessed. a splended library ' the con-

tents of which he mastered, in a large degree artd was welL

lnformea on many subjects.
larvyer 0liver was a leader in the Roanoke conmunity

res married and had one child,.

The Honorable A.J. Oliver died in L947 ,

-4-



IUCY ADDISON
mucAl0R

Miss Addison earrred the d.istinction of being called
'd.lmarnic and a natural leader" by the members of the

Roanoke cornmr.nity. She exhibited the characterist ics of

e, beloved., devoted, and dedicated. teacher to the black

boys and girls in the City.

Miss Add.ison was born i-n Fauquier County during the

Civi l  War on'Deeember 8, 1851. Her parents were Charles

and Elizabeth Addison. Her ed,ucation began in the loca1

rur.al schools of her nati.ve county and. was supplemented.

by study und.er private teachers. Poor health and lack

of fi.mds did not d.eter her desire for a higher ed.ucation.

After graduating fron the Institute for black youth in

Philadelphia, PennEylvania, in t778, she attended Virginia

Normal School in Petersburg, Virginia, Book County Normal

ln Chie&go, Illinois ' and, Howard. Univers5.ty. '

Miss Addisonrs teaching career began in the City of

Roanoke at Gai.nsboro Elenentary School, where she taught

for thirty-one years. In Lgt?, Miss Addison was na.med

lnineipal of the new Harrison School which offered one

year of high school.  In L92l+, the high school was acered-

ited by the state and enjoyed. the distj:rction of being the

largest black school in the state with a female pr5.neipaI.

Xi.ss Addison has the distinction of having taught in the

Roanoke School Systen longer than any other teacher I €uld I
as prS.ncipal of Ha:rison, organized, and developed the high
schoo l .

Miss Ad.d.i-son was also called a "social worker" beeause
of her concerrr and, efforts to help the needy. She organ-
ized citizens to provide food and clothj,ng for the poor.

She taught night school and held the position of superi.n-
tendent of the Fifth Avenue Presbyteri-an Sund,ay Sehool.
She was Vice President of the Bumell  Memorial Hospital
Assoc'i,ation and a member of the Board of Tnrstees.

-5-



Because of her achi-evements in edueation and other

areas, the ne';i high school, completed in t928 ' was named

in honor of  l { iss Addison.

Miss Addison inf luenced the l ives of  most people in

favorable manner duri-ng her lif etime. She died in Wash-

1r'gton, D .C . , on November t3, L937 ,

-5-



DR. IYABURN C, DOWNING
P}IYSICIAN

Dr. Downing was a leader of the medical community,
one of the founders of Burrel l  Memorial Hospital ,  and
its f  i rst super!-ntendent from L7L5-L94?.

Dr. Dov,'rringr 4 na.tive of Danvi11e, was born in
Mareh' 1889. He was the son of Dr. I , i l  Downing, a mini-s-
ter who founded the Fifth Avenue presbyterian church in
Roanoke and served it for l|2 years. Dr. Downing moved
to Roanoke when he was a youth and attended Roanoke
Publ ic  Schools  (Gainsboro School ) .

He attended the Johnson c. Snith universj-ty and re-
ceived his nedical d.egree from Howard unlversity. He did
postgraduate study at Harvard University, Marquette Uni-
versity and numerous other uni.versities.

Dr. Downing was one of five bLack d,octors who organ-
i.zed Burrell Hospital because they could not treat their
patients at other Roanoke hospitals. rhe institution
opened its doors for the first tfune March 18, tgt5r orl
First Street,  N.W. Having no access to white hospitals,
Dr. Downing and two other physici-ans performed their first
operation j.:r a private home.

He was a member of the ci ty school Board from Lg54 to
L96L, a period when the school went through the diffieul-
ties of racial segregation and a nuLti-niIl ion dollar ex-
pansion.

rn nid-L958, he was named to the seven-member vi-r-
ginia Advisory connittee of the presi.dent's ci.vi1 Rights
Commission, the only black named.

Dr. Downing received nany honors in the nedical f ie1d.
He was a former president of both the Magic city and o1d
Donin ion Medica l  Soc iet ies and of  the Assoc iat ion of  For-
Ber rnterns and Residents at Freedma.n's Hospital  in wash_
ington. He had served his internship there and in LgSz



received i ts Warf ie ld Award.

Dr. Downing was the f:. 'st black physicias to be named

a member of  the Amer ' ica3 Col lege of  Hospi ta l  Administra-

t o r s

Dr. Downing belonged to maly professional a3d civic

organj-zat ions and died in May, L955,
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FR,ED LAWSON
EIDUCATOR

Fred lawson started t i re f i rst  seholast ic basketbal l
and the f i rst  of f ic iar  footbal l  teams in Roanoke.

Fred D. Lawsonr s, rr€rtive of Roanoke, was born in Lggs
in Roanoke county.  He was one of  e leven chi ldren of  Mr,
and Mrs.  Bel ford V. Lawson.

Fred f,awson attended the Gregory and Gainsboro E1e-
nentary schools i-n Roanoke. rhere was no black high
school in Roanoke at that t ine; theref ore, he went to Harnp-
ton High school, Harnpton, virginia, in L9tt. He rec.eived
his diploma from Ha.npton High school and his college de-
gree from Ha.mpton Instj-tute. While at Harnpton, Lawson ex_
eelled in both football and basketbarl. He played -balf
back for the Hampton rnstitute tean for four years. He
earr :ed, al l  c. r .A. ,  honors for  three consecut ive years.  He
ras a member of the Hanpton rnstitute tearn that won the
National Basketball Chanpionsh5.p .

lawson cane back to his home in the fall of Lgt? to
teach Manual fraining and physical Edueation at the old
Harrj-son High school. His coaehj-ng career began at Hami-
son H igh  Schoo l ,

rn t92o, the first seholastic basketball gane to be
played in Roanoke was between Har^rison High and Danville , 

'

virginS.a. People cEune frou alr over the city, both white
and black, to see this game.

Fred trawson started the first official football tea.m
in L923, 4t the o1d Harrison 4ign school-. Also when he
started coaching football in Roanoke, football equipment
ras  a  p rob lem.  He t rave led  to  v .M. r . ,  Duke un ivers i ty ,
l ianpton Institute, and rnany other schools, where he knew
eoa:hes who gave him old football equipment for the teams
: o  u s e .

From D3a cnti l L947, when T,awson retired from active

-9-



coaching, he had won many football chanpionships, both State

and Nat ional .  He also had ehanpionship: t raek and f ie ld teams.

Fred Douglas lawson served. the Roanoke City School  Sys-

tem' f rom L9t7-L950 and d ied  on  November  3 ,  L965.
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C}IRISIOPHER CI{AMBERIIN WIII,IAIVIS
MORTICIAN

christopher wi l l iams supported every com;i:unity pro-

ject  d i rected toward the bet terment  o f  h ls  race '  h is  town,

and h is  s ta te.

Mr. Wil l iams was born June 3, L882, in Hanpton, Vir-

ginia, to Dabney and lucy Chanberlin tf i l l ia:ns. He attend-

ed the public schools artd was gfaduated from Harnpton In-

s t i tu te .
Mr . Willians moved, with hi-s fani.ly to Roanoke i-n L9LL,

a3d joined the First Bapti-st Church. He served for many

years as a member of the Trustee Board.

In L9tZ, h€ opened the C.C. Wil l ia.ms Funeral Home at

126 Gilner Avenue, N.W., artd remained in business unti l  his

death, thj.s funeral home is stil l in its present location'

and C.C. Wiltiarns Memorial Park is naned for him.

Christopher Willia.ns yvas one who li.ved and worked for

the benefit of his fellownen and sought always to heLp any

one of them to cl inb the ladder of suceess. Mr. Wil l i -aros,

a businessman, was of the highest caliber, straightforward.'

honest, and pract ical.  the qual i t les were exempli f ied

throughout his dealings with the public. He was parti-

cularly understanding in cases involving individuals whose

income d.id not enable them to meet the costly demands of
providing adequate burial care for their loved ones.

Christopher Willians for thirty years was president of
the Magic City Building and f,oan Associ.ation; for twenty-

f ive yea.rs he served the Wil l ia.m Hunton Braneh Y.W.C.A., &s
its presid,ent; and from its very organizatj-on in L94L until
his passi.ng he was presid,ent of the Willians Hunton life
Saving Crew.

Chr is topher  Wi l l iams d. ied on December 9,  L952.

- 1  1 -



SADIE IAWSON
EDUCATOR

Miss Lawson was a str ict ,  hard. working, d'ed' icaled

teacher, aJ:r assistant principal, and principal in the

Roanoke City Schools for t l l  years'

Miss I,awson, a native of Roarroke., waF borrr jn the lat-

ter part of the eighteen hund,red.s in Roanoke county' she

w a s o n e o f e } e v e n c h j . l d r e n o f M r . a r r d M r s . B e l f o r d v . ] , a w -
son .

she recej.ved. her grammar sehool edueation. in the Roan-

oke city schools but received' her teaching certificate at

the Virginia Normal and Industrj-al Institute i-n Petersburg'

virgini .a. This school later becane virginia state col lege'

At that tine, the city offered no high school train5sg for

black students.

After receivisg her certificate, Mi-ss l,awson returrred

to Roanoke to begin her teachi-ng career but Eoon begart

working for a Bachelor's Degree. she studied at the uni-

versity of Pittsburgh, the un5.vers5.ty of chic&$or and co-

Iunbia university to receive credi.ts and then returned to

the Teachers Col lege for her degree from Western Reserve

UniversitY in Cleveland, Ohio'

Miss T,awson taught for three years in the Roanoke Ex-

tension Department of virginia state Teachers college and

served as acting principal of Add,ison durlng L945-L9t+5

schoot term. she was also Dean of women at cheney state

teachers College and serrred as director of speci-al proiects

at HanPton Institute '

one of the first Girl Scout troup leaders in Roartoke '

she serrred. Later as a trai.ner. Miss lawson has studied

problems of youth as a member of the city-wide youth com-

mission and. as chairman of the Public Affairs Committee of

t h e  Y . W . C . A .  B o a r d ,  o f  D i r e c t o r s  '

Miss lawson never made more thas $5OO.OO a month

teaching.
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Miss lawson has been a leader of ed,ucationn civic, and
rel igS.ous aet iv i t ies.  she is a past president of  v i rg in ia
Teachers Associat i -on and of  the Roanoke feaehers Associa-
t i o n .

In Lg?8, Ert  Wi1l ia-m Fleming High School ,  a voeat ion-
al building was na.med. for sadie and Fred f,awson for their
eontributions in educati-on.

Miss i,awson is reti.red and spend,s most of her tine in
a big whi te,  f rane faniJ-y home on Hol l ins Road, Northeast.

- 1  ? -



FIEIVIING E. AT-.,EGNDER
PUBITS}TERIMINISTER

Flemlng Alexander founded The Roanoke Tribune in L939,

and was the founder of other newspapers in Mart insvi l le '

Charlottesvi l le, lynchburg, and West Virglnia.

He was a native of Christiansburg and was born on April

L4, 1888. Mr. Alexander never knew his parents. later he

was adopted by the Alexander fa.nily, who gave him a home.

Alexander Fleming's faith led hj.n to become a Baptist

minis.ter. His anbition led hi-n to be the founder of fhe

Roanoke tri.br.rne, whi,ch for years was the only black news-
paper in West Virginia.

He first engaged in printing when he was a student at

Virginia Seminary College in T-,ynchburg. He wor.ked for !@
Atlanta World and Thg louisville_Eeporter before he returned
to teach printing ln lynchburg. 0rdai-ned into the ninistry,
he would go on to hold pastorates in Rustburg, Christj-ans- .

burg, and Buehanan,
The Roanoke tribrrne has always considered itself a

cornmunity newspaper. the najority of its subscribers and
employees were and are black. The Tribune has traditionally
ad.dressed issues of concern to al l  Roanoke cit izens. Pub-
lisher and for:nder Alexander wrote the edj-torials, and he
frequently found hinself critieized for his conservative
views. &_EtEg spoke up for black representation on City
Cor:ncil, and although Alexander never won his own campaigns,
he lived to see a blaek nan elected, mayor of R.oanoke.

He was active in the Boy Scouts, the Roanoke Merchants
Associat ion, the Masons, and the Roanoke Civie T,eague.

Mr, Alexander served in the U. S . Arny during Worl_d lrlar
f  and d ied on Deeember t3 ,  1980.

-L4-



MRS . VIRGINIA Y. i,EE
IIBRBRIAN

Mrs .  T . ,ee ,  a  l ib ra r ian ,  served

of the Roanoke City Publ ic T, ibrary

voted her l i fe to helping others '

Mrs. Lee was born in MeComas, Virgi ,nia'  November 22,

L906, to Robert a3d T,ula B. Young. She was educated in the

public schools of Roanoke and graduated from the Roartoke

Public School Systen as Valedictorian of her class. Mrs.

Lee continued her ed,ucatj.on at Hampton Institute and was

in the first cLass that graduated fron the school of l,i-

brary  Sc ience.  
'

Mrs. T,ee returned to Roanoke in t927 and, taught at the

old Gilner School.  In t928, she beca.me l ibrarian of the

Gainsboro Branch librilV, where she served until L97t.

One of her mai.n coneerns and hobbies was to buiLd and

assemble a collection of "Black History" books during her

tenure of service at this liUrary. She trrrew the day would

come when there would, be a great j-nterest in her "Black

History Col l-ect ion. "
0n September 25, L982' a room in the Gainsboro Branch

Library was na"med in her honor for her Afro-American Col-

lect ion.

at the Gai-nsboro Brartch

for  4J$  years .  She de-

- r ) -



AIE]GIIDER ARTHUR TERREIL
HUMANIfARIAN

0n Deeember 7, L9+t, Alexander Terrel l  founded the

Hunton l i fe Saving and First Aid Crew.

Alexander Terrel l  was born in Roanoke on August 20, 1905,

To Mr.  and Mrs.  Glen Terre l l .

Ierrell was an anbulartce dri-ver for the Norfolk and

Western Railway when he organized the crew as his wartine

contribution
Eerrel l 's wi-f  e, Bessye '  helped, organize the women's

aux5.liary for thg crew.
lhe crew at first had a trailer that di.fferent mem-

bers would hook'to the back of their personal cars when they

went out on.€m€rgency calIs.
terrell was on the road, transporting a polio vj.cti-n to

Richmond, when his only chiLd was bortr'.

Between his job with the Norfolk and Western and his

work with the crew, Terrell- said he assisted in many rescues '
never worrying about whether the victim was blaek or white.

Terrell spent nearly twenty-five years with the crew be-

fore stepping down, saying that he felt he had done all he

could to help the erew. He resigned from the crew as cap-

tain in L959 bu! returned in t962.

He remained with the crew unti-l the late 1960 's , duri.ng

which perS.od a new crew hal1 was bui-It.

Alexander Arthur terrell died in Lewis-Gale Hospital on

July t9 , t982, .

- L 6 -



DR. HARRY T. PENN
DENr rs[ /polr,tcrAN

In June, t948, Dr. Penn was the f i rst black appointed

to a school board in the south and the f i rst black to run

for city council in L942 and L944.

Harry Penn, a native of l,ynchburg, graduated from Vir-

ginia SemS-nary. Later he continued his education ald re-

ceived. his dental degree from Howard university.

Dr. Penn was a former presid.ent and board chai-rmal of

Burrell- Memorial Hospital. He had been president of the

Western Distr ict  Dental Society, the 01d Dominion Dental

Society, and the National Dental Associ-at ion. He was a

former president of the Roanoke Civic leauge, the United

cit izens counci l ,  and was act ive in ci ty and distr ict  Den-

ocrat ic pol5-t ics. He was also a leader in the Boy Scout

movement.
l,ong a critic of segr-egation, D1. . Penn was active in

raee relations and was a member of €ul interracial conmittee

which fi.rncti.oned. in 1950 to improve race relations. Dr.

Penrr always disliked and despised segregation.

In t959-60, h€ orgalized lemar Manufacturing Compasy,

a d,ress martufacturing p1ant, to give employment to blacks .

It was closed. because other prominent blacks did not help

to suppo'rt this busi-ness venture.

In t9?5, Penn Hal1, zrt Patriek Henry High School was

naned, 5n nemory of this great and outspoken leader for his

work in education and civic orgartizations.

Dr. Harry t. Penn did nany things to help blacks in

the Roanoke Va1ley, artd died in May , L963 .
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MRS . AI]DREY IONG WHITT,OCK.
MUSfCIAN,/AR[IST

Audrey Whit lock is a woman of many faces! musician,

art ist ,  playwrite, mother ,  housewi.f  e, and grartdmother .

From early chi ldhood to the present, she has shared

her talents extensively. She expressed that her next en-

deavor is to explore the art of sculpturing because one's

artistic ability can be reflected i-n narty ways. '

Mrs. Whitlock is a native of Christi.anburg artd was

born in January, 1905, to Mr. and Mrs. Edgar long.

Both art and musi.c reveal rea15-ty and they both are

seen in shadows. A11 People have sone beauty in then that

an artj-st can fj-nd., some features being more noticable than

o the rs .
Mrs. Whitloek spends much of her tine teaching nusic

jn her home. She studied musi,c in Philadelphia rrnder the

late Carl Dighton, attended Knoxville College and Howard

University, and recelved her certificate in nusic from

Oxford Conservatory of Music in Chicago. She wrote an

operetta cal led "She Devi l  is a Busy Manr " whieh she has

copyrighted,.

Mrs. Whitlock is married and has accomplished nany
things to make the conmunity proud.
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WEI{DSII, H. BUBIER
DETrtrsr /pot ttr:crAN

Wendel l  Bu t le r ,  a  dent is t ,  was  the  f i rs t  b lack  ever  to

serve  as  Cha i rman o f  the  Roanoke C i ty  Schoo l  Board .

Dr .  But le r  was  born  in  Car thage,  Texas ,  in  L924.  He

majored in biology at  Prair ie View Col lege in Texas. In

t9)&, he appl ied to the d.ental  school  of  the Universl ty of

Texas, where blacks were not al lowed to at tend. The state

of lexas instead paid Butler's transportatj-on and tuit ion

to Howard University in Washj.ngton, D.C . , where he earned

his doctorate in dent istry.

He moved to Roanoke in L9 53 wlth his wif e.

In the s ixt ies,  But ler  consented to serve in the Roartoke

Redevelopment and Housing Authority. That step into public

I i fe led to a pol i t ical  career on the school  board and ci ty

counci l .

But ler 's goal-  on the school  board was clear '  He wanted

the Roanoke Schools to be iree of racial imbalance. fhat is,

he wanted to assure that no school fought a reputation for

being "white or black". Seven years later he was chairmart'

and the f i rst  b laek ever to hold th is posi t ion.

In his 1980 carnpaign for city counci-l, Butler struck

direct ly at  the Roanoke Forward. businessmen's t icket that

swept al l  seven counci l  seats in L976. He cr i t ic ized " lavish

spending" on downtown nal1s and parking garages and advocated

instead higher budgets for pol5.ee and fire proteetion and a

strong alternati.ve education program for juven5.les.

A Democrat,  he beca.me the seeond black in history to be

eleeted to RoanoFe 's C i ty C or:nci l  .  Noel  Taylor '  s  e lect ion

to nayor paired two black nen in the top two positions in a

predoninantly white city government for the first t ime .i-n

V i rg in j .a 's  h i  s to ry  .

Dr.  But1er belongs to numerous organizat ions and is con-

tinually d.eseribed. as a "soft spoken" indil ldual who has had

an impact on the history of  Roanoke.
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NOE], C. IAYIOR
MTNTSTER/Potl[rCrAN

In L9 ' i1 ,  Noel  Tay lor  was e leeted as the f i rs t  b l_ack
member of  the Roanoke c i ty  counci l .  rn  t9?4,  he was e lect -
ed as the f i rst black vice mayor of the ci ty of Roanoke and
beea.ne the f i fs t  b lack mayor  in  October ,  L9?5.

I. loel Taylor is a nat ive of Bedford County, Virginia
ahd was born July L5, Lg24. Mayor Taylor grad.uated Cun
l,aud.e from Bluefield state col lege in L949, reeeiving the
Bachelor of Scj.ence Degree, and from Virginia Seninary and
Co11ege,  in  June L955,  wi th  the Degree of  Bachelor  o f  Di -
vini ty. He earned the Master of Arts Degree in Rel igious
Education at the New York university Graduate school in
L963. rn May of L959, virginia seminary and corlege con-
f erred upon h5-n the Degree of Divinity. rn May L983, Blue-
f ield state col lege conferred. an honorary degree of Doctor
of f,aw,

sinee becoming pastor of High street Baptist chureh in
May, L96L, Dr .  Taylor balanced his pastoral- responsibi l- i t ies
with nany ci.vic aetivities, serving as moderator of the va1-
ley Baptist State Conventi-on. He organS.zed the Brotherbood
Youth Retreat and women's T,eadership conference during his
tenure as president of the virginia Baptist state conven-
t ion.

Dr. [aylor is now serving his third term as mayor of
the ci ty of Roanoke, During his tenure as mayor, he has re-
commended and the city has adopted a Fair Housing Plan which
has been suecessfully implenented. He also recommended Euj
Affirnative Action Program. fhe city of Roanoke, under May-
or taylor 's guid.ance and leadership, won the ALl-Anerica
City Award in L979 and in t982.

Noer c. laylor has won numerous awards and citations
artd has served on many important Boards of Directors in
Virginia.

Mayor Taylor is married and has two daughters.
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WIIIIAM B. ROBERISON
EDucAron/por,rrrcrAN

Wi-l l iam B. Robertson was the f i rst black to serve
on the personal staff  of a Virginia governor. Governor
l inwood Holton appointed hirn as Director of Minori ty and

'Consumer  l f f a i r s .
Wiliian Robertson was born on January 3, L933, and is

the son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Irving Robertson. He was
educated in the Roanoke City Schools. He graduated from
Bluefield State Col lege in B1uefield, West Virginia, and
reeej,ved a master 's degree from Radford University.

When .he lived j-n Roanoke, Robertson was named out-
standing young man by the Roanoke Jayeees. He was a teach-
er. at T,ee Junior High School and later becane Supervisor or
Elementary Edueation for the city schools.

Robertson becane the first black to seek public office
i.n Roanoke i-n L969, when he ran for the General Assembly.

Robertson headed. the first statewi.de sale of apple
jelly for the Virginia Jaycees, which resulted in purchase
of a summer eanp in Bedford County for retarded child,ren.

In 1973-75, Robertson served as Director of Consumer
Affairs for the Distr ict  of Columbia.

Wil l ian B. Robertson was a Peace Corps director in
Kenya from L976-79. He said the Roanoke-Kisuma si,ster eity
prograJn is considered the best eunong exchange prograJns be-
tween cities in the united states and those in lhird world
Nations.

'  
Wil l ias Robertson's present posit ion is the Assistant

Director of the 0ffiee of rnstallations and Economi,c Ad.:
justnent for the Department of Defense in washington, D.c .

Mr. Robertson i-s narried and has two ehild,ren.
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RICHARD T,. CHTIBB
EDUCAf OR

Mr. Chubb has been principal at Hurt Park Elementary

S c h o o l s i n c e t g ? L . H e c a l n e t o t h i s p o s i t i o n a f t e r a } o n g

f l g h t t o k e e p h i s p r i n c i p a l s h i p w h e n t h e a l l - b } a c k H a r r i . s o n

E l e n e n t a r y s c h o o l w a s c l o s e d ' a s a r e s u l t o f d ' e s e g r a t i o n o f

the sehools '

M r . C h u b b i s a n a t i v e o f R o a r r o k e a r t d w a s b o r r e o n M a y

28, tg35, He is one of three children of Mr' and IVIrs'

r'eon 
irllti;"rb was educated in the Roa'oke citv school svs-

t e n a r r d g r a d u a t e d f r o m B l u e f i e l d S t a t e C o l l e g e i n L g 6 0 . H e
e a r n e d l r i s n a s t e r ' s d e g r e e a t W e s t e r r n K e n t u c k y U n i v e r s i t y

in Bowling Grsslrr KentuckY '

Mr. Chubb taught at ]efferson High School in Cli-fton

Forge, Virgi'nia' for two yea'rs' He returned to Roanoke and

t a u g h t S c i e n c e a r r d E : e g l i s | r - a t B o o k e r T ' W a s h i n g t o n J r . H i g h

S c h o o l . a r r d w a s a g u i d a r r c e c o u n s e l o r a t M o r r r o e J r r n j . o r H i g h
t"noo:;nee 

he has been at Hurt park, formerry a predominant-

l y b l a c i r s c h o o l j . n a n e i g h b o r h o o d n o t e d ' f o r v a n d a l i s m , C h u b b
h a s b e e n a p p l a u d e d b y t h e s c h o o l a d n i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e S c h o o l

B o a r d , a r r d * n i . " a r r d b l a c k p a r e n t s f o r t h e j o b h e h a s d o n e .
o n e o f M r . C h u b b ' s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s h a s b e e n t h e e s t a b -

t i s l r n e n t o f a c o n m u n i t y c e n t e r a t o t h e s c h o o l , w h i c h i s u s e d
day and evening by residents of the neighborhood'

In apprec j-ation of his efforts ' oh Febrr'rary L7 ' L977 '

l t u r t P a r k g t e m e n t a r y S c h o o l d e c l a r e d a R i c h a r d C h u b b D a y .
M r . C h u b b h a s r e e e i v e d n u u } e r o u s a w a r d s a n d e i t a t i o n s '

t h e m o s t c o v e t e d ' b e i n g t h e . , H u m a n R e l a t i o n . s A w a r d ' ' r e c e i v e d

on March 30 ' L9?9' This awarci was given for his work with

p a r e n t s a n d ' s t u d . e n t s a t H u r t P a r k E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l , a } s o

f o r h i s i n t e r e s t i n i : l p } e m e n t i n g t h e f e d e r a l b r e a k f a s t p f o =
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gran, his work with cornnunity education, and his open
policy toward the community.

Mr.  Chubb has a strong concern and desire to help

to become aware of their individual potential, and he
uously seeks to make l i fe better for  a l l  the people.

Mr. Chubb i.s narried and has one daughter.

door
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lowed only t2 hits and five eaxned runs in L3 Z/3 innings,
srriking out 14 anq walking four.

Al f red Hol land enjoys playing basebaI l ,  and his pre-
qettt gosi-ti-orr- Ls. ..tt!t\ t\e. P\LL<{ejtrLr Rt..r-LLLqs \s s. s.e.L:gt
pltcher .
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AIFR,ED HO],],AI[D
BASEtsAII PTTCHER

Alfred Hol1and was born in Roanoke, Virgfoia, and.
educated i_n the Roanoke City School System.

He played basebarr for r,ucy Addison High schoor and
later was a rerief pitcher with salem,s carolina r,eague
entry.

Holla'd' was 10-10 as a starter in class AAA in Lg?g.
He cane to the Giants' orga*i,zation that year i.n the trade
which sent Birl Madlock to the pittsburgh pirates.

In 1980, Ilo1land, was in 54 Giants , gannes, with a 5_4record and L.76 earned run average. He f inished ?_5 a'd
had a 2.4t  ERA.

rn L982, Holland finished his second season with the
Glants, BS a fil l-i:r for injured Vido_Blue. In his first
gib league start, Holla'd allowed just five hits in eight
in'ings a'd conbined with reliever Greg M5.:rton for a 3-0
shutout ou the SanDiego padres.

In two more starts, Holland had no
lowed only tZ hits and five earned runs
striking out 14 and walking four.

decision but al-
in L3 z/3 innings,

his pre-

a reU.ef

ALfred Ho].Land enjoys playing baseball, and
sent positi-on is with the philadephia phill ies as
pi teher .
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